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What outcomes are we seeking 
and what will we focus on?

section 3 – our capital spaces plan

The plan is a framework which will help the Council to make 
good decisions. Specifically, four outcomes and a number of 
areas of focus will guide decisions around funding and the use 
of open spaces and recreation areas. We can achieve these 
outcomes in many different ways, for example, by encouraging 
diversity of use, supporting increased participation and 
ensuring better use of our assets. 

OuTcOME 1: GETTinG 
EVEryOnE AcTiVE And 
HEAlTHy 
focus: Awareness

We want to increase the use of open 
spaces to get even more people physically 
active in our city. 

Our open spaces can sometimes be our 
best-kept secret. We will spread the word 
about the great opportunities these spaces 
provide through:

• high quality, consistent signs and 
appropriate entrances to make it easy 
for people to use our tracks, parks and 
other spaces. Signs will also explain the 
historical, cultural and environmental 
significance of different spaces

• developing smart and easily accessed 
information to tell people about what’s 
on offer. This includes smart-phone 
applications, interactive mapping of 
walking tracks and cycle ways, and 
working with online ‘meet-up’ groups, 
such as Adventure Wellington, that plan 
regular events in our open spaces. 

We will make sure that as much information 
as possible (on paper, signs, and online) 

can be accessed by everyone (including 
people with physical, hearing or sight 
impairments).

focus: supporting sport and recreation 
and increasing participation

Sport and recreation are important to 
Wellingtonians. We are involved in a  
greater range of these activities than  
ever before and participation is changing. 
For example, the numbers of casual 
participants turning up and taking part 
is growing. While many sports clubs and 
recreation clubs are thriving, others are 
struggling to retain membership. 

We want to ensure that we support  
these changes so that sport and  
recreation continues to thrive in  
the city and participation increases.  
To do this we will engage early with 
sports and recreation clubs to  
provide support. This could be by  
linking clubs with other sports or  
activity-based clubs to share facilities  
and expertise. Where relevant, we  
will encourage clubs to broaden  
their community role and/or deepen 
partnerships with the wider community, 
including businesses. 
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We also need to provide a range of  
open spaces and recreation links for 
informal activities such as walking, 
running, cycling and kick-around areas, 
as well as passive recreation and leisure 
activities such as picnics.

We are committed to ensuring that  
the Council’s user fees continue to  
be affordable and will encourage 
participation in sport and recreation 
through targeted programmes.

focus: community and  
neighbourhood spaces

We will focus on the development of  
well-located parks and other open spaces 
with a range of activities catering for the 
whole community. For example, a family 
will be able to visit a park where one child 
can cycle, another child can play sport, 
and they can all have a picnic in the same 
visit, at the same location. Karori Park is 
an example of a well-located park that 
caters for a wide range of activities.

Open spaces other than parks can 
provide a wide range of activities for the 
whole community, for instance, Oriental 
Parade, Lyall Bay, Waitangi Park and the 
waterfront. These areas are well used for 
many purposes and make great use of the 
inner harbour, coastline and beaches. 

Through the development of local reserve 
management plans, we have identified 
some priorities for development, and will 
focus on Hataitai Park, Alex Moore Park 
in Johnsonville (see case study 4 on page 
17), Newlands Park and Wakefield Park in 
Berhampore. Our intention is to expand 
this model of multi-use recreational facility 
across the city. 

We will continue to ensure that well-used 
spaces are adequately provided in the 
central city. Such spaces do not need to 
be large but should be well-designed and 
located with adequate seating, shelter 
and other amenities. Examples include 
Midland Park and Glover Park. We will 
also ensure that as the population grows 
in different parts of the city, access to 
good quality open spaces does not 
reduce. This work will be carried out 
through the Central City Framework. 

We will identify important community 
and neighbourhood spaces through the 
Suburban Reserves Management Plan. 

We will continue to encourage and 
support local communities to get involved 
and look after local neighbourhood 
spaces where appropriate, for example, 
by establishing community gardens or 
setting up community planting groups.
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focus: providing accessible walking and 
cycling tracks

The Council plans to develop short, easily 
accessible walking and cycling tracks close  
to where people live. Our priorities 
(determined from our research) will be to 
develop the following tracks:
• the Skyline track on the Outer Green 

Belt between Johnsonville and Porirua,  
with short track links to Churton Park 
and Tawa 

• the Harbour Escarpment Track between 
Woodridge and Ngauranga, providing  
a range of short tracks for residents of 
Newlands, Woodridge and Paparangi. 

We will explore partnerships for completing 
coastal tracks between Owhiro Bay  
and Makara, Otari and Makara, and for 
Karori Stream.

focus: Equity and universal access

We will encourage people from all 
backgrounds and incomes to enjoy 
open spaces and recreation. We will 
reduce barriers that prevent people 
from participating in activities and using 
facilities, as part of engaging with local 
communities and advocacy groups. 

OuTcOME 2: prOTEcTinG 
Our Birds, nATurE, 
sTrEAMs And lAndscApEs 
focus: restoring local habitats 
and encouraging native birds into 
communities

We will plan, manage and develop open 
spaces as an integrated ecological and 
recreational network.  

WE Will EncOurAGE pEOplE 
frOM All BAckGrOunds 
And incOMEs TO EnJOy OpEn 
spAcEs And rEcrEATiOn

The plan is to restore more ecological areas 
throughout the city and encourage native 
wildlife into every community. We will do 
this by continuing to expand the Council’s 
pest management (plant and animal pests) 
and native planting programme. 

For example, as part of the Our Living City 
project, an impressive target of planting  
two million indigenous plants by 2020 has 
been set.  

We will also focus on creating a safe 
habitat around Zealandia for the native 
birds flying in and out of the sanctuary.

focus: identifying important 
landscapes

We will protect and promote important 
historical sites. We will also identify and 
protect and/or acquire important natural 
and cultural landscapes, including primary 
forest remnants. This will contribute to 
achieving the recreation and biodiversity 
outcomes sought in Our Capital Spaces, 
while meeting the growth needs of the city.
The priority areas identified include:
• Watts Peninsula (working with the 

Crown)
• Belmont Gully (northern growth 

development contribution)
• the Outer Green Belt between 

Johnsonville and Tawa (through 
acquisition and/or easements)

• former Town Belt land held by the 
Crown

• Harbour (Hutt Road) Escarpment.
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OuTcOME 3: cOnTriBuTinG TO WEllinGTOn’s 
OuTsTAndinG QuAliTy Of lifE 
The open spaces and nature-based 
attractions of Wellington City are hugely 
important in defining who we are and how 
we live. They help make us like nowhere 
else on earth, and are an important 
consideration in people deciding to move 
here and stay here. Our open spaces 
provide us with places to be active, 
socialise, relax, play, look at, and enjoy. 

We want to: 
• develop the educational role of our 

key nature-based attractions with 
innovative projects – for instance,  
the proposed Children’s Garden in  
Wellington Botanic Garden

• build on the reputation of Wellington 

City and region as a world-class 

mountain biking and walking 

destination

• secure regional and national 

tournaments, and events that use 

our parks, outdoor spaces and other 

recreation areas.

We want to make sure that these 

attractions continue to be well-promoted 

by Wellington City Council, our Council 

Controlled Organisations, and our  

external partners.

THE OpEn spAcEs And 
nATurAl ArEAs Of 
WEllinGTOn ciTy ArE 
HuGEly iMpOrTAnT in 
dEfininG WHO WE ArE
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OuTcOME 4: dOinG iT TOGETHEr 
focus: local partnerships
The Council can’t implement this plan 
alone. Working with organisations 
such as Wellington Zoo, Zealandia, the 
Basin Reserve Trust, Westpac Stadium, 
universities, Department of Conservation, 
Ministry of Education and other local 
authorities is critical for our success.

Community groups are asking to be more 
involved and fully consulted when planning 
and managing our open spaces. Since 
1998, the number of community groups 
involved in restoration and track building 
has grown from four to 71. As well, many 
sporting and recreational groups manage 
facilities and sporting activities.

Examples of great community partnerships 
include: the Makara Peak Mountain 
Bike Park, the Berhampore Golf Course, 
community gardens and orchards in 
public open spaces, and the restoration of 
Trelissick Park. 

Our focus is to encourage more 
partnerships like these by:

• establishing community gardens and 
restoration projects in every community 
that wants one

• expanding the shared management 
model of sporting facilities, particularly 
where this involves several clubs or 
sporting codes using one area

• working with schools to better use  
their outdoor areas outside school 
hours. We already have some great 
examples of this with the development 
of community playgrounds at Amesbury 
and Westpark schools, the artificial 
sportsfields at Wellington College and 
St Patrick’s College Wellington and 
swimming-pool partnerships, such as 
Berhampore School. 

There are some private providers of sport 
and recreation facilities, such as private 
bowling and golf clubs, and West Wind 
Recreation Area in Makara owned by 
Meridian Energy. Where possible, the 
Council will partner with these providers 
in delivering sport and recreation 
opportunities to communities.

The Council will fully involve and consult 
community groups and other local 
residents on any significant proposals 
affecting our open spaces and recreation 
opportunities.
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focus: regional partnerships

We recognise that we are part of a regional 
open-space and recreation network that 
crosses territorial boundaries and is used 
by the public for different activities.  For 
instance, regional parks and Department  
of Conservation reserves offer a range 
of different experiences (often whole day 
and multi day) to urban open space. We 
want to ensure consistent standards and 
complementary experiences for users 
across the region. We propose several 
regional initiatives including:   

• continuing to work across the region 
to ensure equitable access, fees, and 
levels of service

• developing Spicer Forest Recreation 
Park with Porirua City Council 
to provide an extensive outdoor 
recreation destination for activities 
such as walking, biking, dog walking 
and horse riding

• working with the Crown to establish 
a heritage park on Watts Peninsula to 
protect and showcase the important 
Māori and military history of the site, 

allow recreational use of the area and 
develop its role as a key part of the city's 
ecological network 

• a regional approach to future growth in 
outdoor sport by developing a long-term 
plan for future sportsfield development 
between Kapiti, the Hutt Valley, Porirua 
and Wellington

• a regional approach to the care and 
health of Wellington Harbour Te 
Whanganui a Tara.

focus: strong relationships with Māori 

We will encourage Treaty partners and the 
wider Māori community to help determine 
how this plan can be implemented, 
including:

• working in partnership with mana  
whenua to manage the Town Belt, and 
co-managing reserve land vested in mana  
whenua (for example, Oruaiti Reserve)

• supporting Māori community-based 
groups to practise kaitiakitanga 
(guardianship), and to use our open 
spaces for the development of indigenous 
knowledge and traditional activities, such 
as raranga (weaving), for the benefit of all.

WE Will EncOurAGE TrEATy 
pArTnErs And THE WidEr 
MA-Ori cOMMuniTy TO 
dETErMinE HOW THis plAn 
cAn BE iMplEMEnTEd
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case studies

case study 1: newlands/paparangi community collaboration
In the Newlands area, a number of groups, including the 
Newlands Paparangi Progressive Association, are working 
closely together and with the Council to achieve a shared 
objective – the enhancement of their local reserves for 
biodiversity and recreation, for the enjoyment of all. Seton 
Nossiter Park Working Group, Woodridge Planters and Ngā 
Hau e Whā o Paparārangi all have strong, supportive working 
relationships with each other. 

These groups also work with the Jay Street Community Garden, 
which houses a native plant nursery run by the community. 
Plants from this project are planted back into the local reserves. 
The groups also support local schools and retirement homes to 
get involved with the restoration of their local reserves.

Together these groups share resources while maintaining their 
individual identities, and they include the wider community 
on many levels. They are a great example of community 
collaboration.

2
case study 2: friends of Tawa Bush 
The Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves Inc. is a community-based 
environmental care group. This group was formed to promote  
and enhance the conservation and long-term preservation of  
bush reserves situated in the Tawa Basin. To achieve this, this 
group liaises with Wellington City Council. Formed in 2002,  
the group has over 50 family and individual members.

In the past it has worked on projects such as repairing  
boundary fences, signs, track development and maintenance,  
pest plant control, possum control and tree planting. Currently 
the group carries out weeding, planting, track development and 
maintenance in six reserves in the Tawa area.

Since the formation of the group, and especially the  
possum-control programme, there has been a notable  
improvement in the condition of the forests and an increase  
in the range and numbers of native birds.

case study 3: Berhampore Golf course
The Mornington Golf Club, based at Berhampore 
Golf Course, has moved to the former 
Berhampore Bowling Club building on Duppa 
Street. The club has converted two bowling 
greens to provide a full coaching/training area 
for golf. In addition, it is home to the Special 
Olympics bocce team – a cross between 
petanque and bowls. Since their move, club 
membership has doubled.

The club has a Memorandum of Understanding 
to work in partnership with the Council and 
assist with some tasks associated with the 
maintenance and running of the golf course.
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case study 4: Alex Moore park sporting hub
The Council has been working with five sports clubs (Olympic 
Harriers, Johnsonville Cricket, Johnsonville Softball, North 
Wellington Junior Football and North Wellington Senior Football) 
based at Alex Moore Park since about 2009. Collectively these 
clubs have over 2000 members.

As with many sporting organisations in New Zealand, these clubs 
have experienced rising utility and maintenance costs, poor use 
of facilities, increased administration and fewer volunteers.

The clubs have formed an entity called Alex Moore Park  
Sport and Community Inc. and have a vision to fund a new 
purpose-built shared facility at Alex Moore Park – sometimes 
referred to as a 'sportsville' model.

We're planning to construct an artificial sportsfield,  
a perimeter walking and cycling track, biodiversity and amenity  
landscaping, and additional car parks during 2013/14, to 
complement this facility.

case study 5: The Wellington Mountain Bike club – Brooklyn 
Trail Builders
Brooklyn Trail Builders was established in 2010 and works closely 
with the Council to enhance recreational activities and assist in 
the habitat restoration work within Polhill Reserve and Te Kopahou 
reserves. This includes:
• building multi-use tracks and mountain bike priority tracks
• maintaining built tracks
• assisting with enhancing the habitat within the area including 

weed removal, rubbish removal and tree planting.

The club has already completed the 3.8km Transient Track between 
Brooklyn and Aro Street, and will shortly start work on two more 
tracks in the area.

case study 6: Oruaiti reserve – partnership with Mana Whenua

On 4 August 2009, the Port Nicholson Block (Taranaki Whānui ki Te 
Upoko o Te Ika) Claims Settlement Act was enacted vesting Point 
Dorset Recreation Reserve in Port Nicholson Block Settlement 
Trust. Wellington City Council was appointed to co-manage the 
land under the Reserves Act.

Over the following three years, both parties worked closely 
together to develop the management plan and later the 
development plan for the reserve.

The 10 hectare reserve on the western side of Wellington Harbour 
entrance has great significance to iwi as the site of Oruaiti Pā. This 
defensive pā was later used by the New Zealand Defence Force 
as a military base and coastal defence site. The challenges were 
to develop a plan for public use that protected the ecological and 
cultural values of the site and allowed for more visitors.

The completion of the redevelopment in late 2011 brought the 
whole community together to celebrate the new relationship and 
the opening of a unique reserve. The final award-winning design 
has exceeded expectations, raised the profile and use of the 
reserve, enhanced the new partnership, and is a model for the 
wider reserves network.


