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section 2 – introduction

Our Capital Spaces are our open spaces – areas of land or water 
with recreational, ecological, landscape, cultural and/or historic 
value – which provide public access. Our Capital Spaces include 
natural reserves, the Town Belt, the harbour, coastal areas, 
sportsfields, playgrounds and other outdoor recreation facilities.

Why are Our capital spaces important?

The open spaces and natural areas of 
Wellington City are a key part of what makes 
Wellington unique. These are well used and 
valued by a huge number of Wellingtonians 
and visitors. 

These open spaces and recreation areas  
are vital to our lifestyle, health and wellbeing, 
culture, and economy. Increasingly, cities 
worldwide are competing for the economic 
benefits derived from attracting talented 
workers, visitors and hosting events. 
Good quality open spaces and recreation 
opportunities will make Wellington more 
attractive. Through our open spaces and 
recreation areas, we connect with our 
friends, neighbours and meet new people. 

Open spaces protect important natural 
habitats and ecosystem services.  

Having clean water, growing food, and 
caringfor native plants and animals are 
values which run deep within the many 
cultures of our city. We are a sporting city 
and our recreational facilities provide a range 
of ways to get active. 

Why is a plan needed?

In 1998, the Council endorsed the Capital 
Spaces Strategy which focused on 
expanding the area of open spaces including 
the Outer Green Belt.

In 2003, the Council approved the 
Recreation Strategy which focused  
on providing: 

• a diverse range and an abundance of 
quality recreation and leisure activities 
that are easily accessed and affordable 

What are ‘Our Capital Spaces’?
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• increased participation in recreation 
and leisure activities to enhance overall 
health and wellbeing

• year-round recreation activities and 
events to contribute to the economic 
prosperity and identity of Wellington

• a wide range of recreational 
opportunities in our open spaces that 
do not compromise environmental 
values

• good public health by encouraging 
health and fitness.

The Capital Spaces Strategy and the 
Recreation Strategy seek similar outcomes 
which overlap. The Council has reviewed 
these strategies and looked at how open 
spaces are being used, and consider that 
these plans should be combined and 
updated.

How will this plan improve our open 
spaces and recreation opportunities, 
and how did we identify the outcomes 
sought in the plan?

Our plan focuses on getting more people 
using, relaxing in and enjoying our open 
spaces, including our sporting and 
recreational facilities.

This plan provides details on how the 
Council will make decisions on our open 
spaces from 2013–23 and beyond.

To get more people using, relaxing in and 
enjoying our open spaces and recreation 
areas, the plan outlines a number of 
outcomes that we feel Wellingtonians 
would like to see achieved. We have 
based our outcomes on the expectations 
expressed in public surveys, on information 
provided by focus groups and on 
information gained through talking to other 
organisations1. This told us:

• People have many competing priorities, 
and more often do shorter activities  
(of up to three hours) rather than longer 
activities in our open spaces.

• People often have limited knowledge 
of the extent of opportunities available 
in different spaces, so more easily 
accessible information is needed to 
raise awareness.

• Being able to conveniently and affordably 
access areas, sport and recreation is 
important for increasing use.

• People want more flexibility to 
participate in a growing range of 
activities at different times in sports 
areas, parks and other open spaces 
that are well located for communities.

• Different cultures want greater diversity 
and involvement in open spaces,  
including the promotion of culture, art 
and heritage.

1 For example, the 'Open Spaces' Focus Group research by Wellington City Council, November 2012; Porirua City Council  
Leisure and Recreation Services Users Survey, June 2010; Sport New Zealand Young People's Survey, September 2012.
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• Increasing the numbers of native plant 
and animal species, and protecting key 
waterways, the harbours and cultural 
and natural landscapes is increasingly 
important to people, particularly as our 
population grows.

• Communities are becoming more 
involved in our open spaces.

• We need to increasingly cater for older 
people as the proportion of people in 
our population aged over 65 grows.

Where does the plan fit?

Our Capital Spaces supports the strategic 
outcomes and goals identified in Wellington 
Towards 2040: Smart Capital. The following 
diagram shows how this plan fits within the 
Council’s strategic framework:

Wellington Towards 2040 smart capital 
People-centred City, Connected City,  

Eco-City, Dynamic Central City    
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