
Submission to WCC PDP 
Wellington Branch of the NZ Deerstalkers Association 



Purpose for 
submitting
• Protect the Hume Range from reverse sensitivity
• Protect existing use rights
• Secure the long-term future of the only police-

certified centrefire range in Wellington
• Have the value of Hume Range to Wellington 

recognised:
• A facility where firearm owners can participate in 

their chosen recreational pursuit and sport
• A facility where safe and regulated firearm use 

can occur
• A site with cultural and historic significance        



Hume Range 







Hume Range history

• Officially opened in 1957 on Rifle Range Road
• Offers multiple shooting disciplines:

• Pistol
• Clay bird
• Running Boar
• 50,100, 200, 300 & 500m

• Host of numerous national and regional shooting competitions 
• First Olympic standard running boar range in NZ
• Graeme McIntyre represents NZ at1972 and 1976 Olympics 
• Mayor Frank Kitts served as branch patron & longtime range user
• Used by Scout groups, Police, Wellington Zoo staff & Arms Offenders 

Squad



Range activities
• Firearms safety training 
• HUNTS course training 
• Scouts target shooting 
• Sighting in rifles (ethical shooting)
• Competition & sports shooting 
• Target shooting
• Recreation – supporting the social wellbeing and 

mental health of our members 



Community service
• Fully certified shooting range

• Only shooting range in the Wellington District

• HUNTS and firearm safety training

• Trained range officers

• Accessible to the community 

• Host to scout groups

• Rifle sighting – supporting local & regional conservation & biodiversity 
strategies

• A sporting and recreational facility free of charge to WCC ratepayers

• Supporting cultural and mental wellbeing    



What is the 
alternative?
• What happens in a world where the range does not 

exist?
• How will people access a range, and will it be 

safe?
• How easy will it be to establish a range 

elsewhere?
• How will WCC support its community who 

choose to undertake this sport?



Summary 
• The Hume Range provides a valuable community service, 

supporting a variety of activities

• Established in 1957, it boasts a rich & long history, with no 
major incidents

• A specific provision needs to be included in the District Plan to 
safeguard the long-term future of the Hume Range

• What is the alternative? A Wellington with no range?
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