
Presentation to WCC 
Proposed District Plan Hearing

24 February 2023



Muaūpoko - Ngai Tara

The people who are descended from Tara 
that live at the head of the fish

Ko Ngai Tara o Mua Ūpoko o Te Ika a Maui
• Te Whanganui a Tara
• Maunga Tararua 
• Te Waewae Kapiti o Tara raua ko 

Rangitane/Tautoki



Whatonga & Toi ~800 yrs B.P.

Te Whanganui a Tara

Te Tapere nui o Whatonga



Manawatu River

Rangitikei River

Whanganui River

Te Waewae Kapiti 0 
Tara Raua Ko
Tautoki

Ngati Apa

Rangitaane

Muaūpoko

Rangitaane

Rangitaane

Kahungunu

Kahungunu

Nagi Tara

Mid 900s to 
pre – 1830 AD



Ngati Apa

Rangitaane

Muaūpoko

Rangitaane

Rangitaane

Kahungunu

Kahungunu

Nagi Tara

Ngati Toa  
1820-1830 AD

Ngati Raukawa
1820-1830 AD



Muaūpoko Waiata and Moteatea evidence our association

Tamairangi
Te Hakeke
Hau
Tuteremoana



Muaūpoko Rohe today



Muaūpoko Area of Interest for Treaty Negotiation Purposes













Exercising rangatiratanga…



Whānau learning together



Muaūpokotanga Wānanga
Learning about Muaūpokotanga - Pepeha, Waiata, Haka, Mau Rakau, Mahi Toi (Murals)



Kahui AKO – Teachers Muaūpokotanga Day



Much of the knowledge about early NZ Maori has been a result of findings in our historic rohe



Waka fragment
https://mch.govt.nz/he-hononga-tangata-he-hononga-tipuna-awakairangi-waka-relocation

https://mch.govt.nz/he-hononga-tangata-he-hononga-tipuna-awakairangi-waka-relocation




“No Treaty breach findings have been made in 

relation to Rangitāne and Muaūpoko, because 

we consider that they lost their rights to land 

within the Port Nicholson block prior to the 

arrival of the Crown. Nevertheless, we 

consider that the long history of occupation of 

Te Whanganui-a-Tara and the surrounding 

area by these and related peoples should be 

recognised in a meaningful and public way by 

the Crown, local bodies, and other iwi.”



“We recognise that tangata whenua also has a 

broader meaning, and that tangata whenua 

connections remain for all who can claim them 

through whakapapa and historical association, 

but tangata whenua rights are based on 

current ahi ka. Tangata whenua rights imply 

‘ownership’; tangata whenua connections do 

not imply ownership. Tangata whenua rights, 

and any sense of ‘ownership’ that went with 

them, were lost if ahi ka was lost by conquest 

or abandonment. However, tangata whenua 

historical connections can remain forever.”
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