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Save The Town Belt

Tnt deed the cry is out to save the Town Beli!
This is an account of a man who around 100 years ago fought to do just that. His ideal and
purpose still holds today!

Brief Historv

While much has been said and recorded about the Town Belt since the N.Z company
provided it in 1839 as a desirable broad green belt of land, on the condition that no building
be ever erected upon it.

In 1873 the crown handed over the Town Belt to the Wellington City Council.

Micuse

It is said that of the current Town Belt comprising of 425 hectares that over 200 hectares have
been taken for prrposes outside of the original 1839 charter.

This is nothing more than plunder and abuse of original intent. Permitted and caused by those
who had been granted care and custody for the folk of Wellington.

It should not be lost and needs to be added to the historical record of a citizen whom over 100
years ago mainly on his own stood out as a beaming beacon protesting against the illegal
taking of our Town Belt as well as Reserve Lands.

William Tonks the Protestor and Protector

Arriving at Wellington Town in 1842 with his parents and fellow siblings was a five year old
boy, one William Tonks.

Growing up he along with other children played in the bush covered Town Belt. William
lived to see the bush cleared away and then taken over by gorse and graziers. Later he and hig
family leased various sections of The Belt to graze their cows and horses thereon.

William was a most energetic and industrious Wellington business man invelved in brick
malking, harbour reclaimations, shipping, flour milling and finally founder of the Wellington
Bread Company.

William when retired saw the need to challenge the Wellington City Council against the
despoiling of the Town Belt.
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1900°s on going misnse of The Town Beli

As Council of the day continued to erode into the Town Belt William saw the need to siop
such misuss. Therefore as the forthright men he was and a capable public speaker

{Previously he and his brother Enoch were evangelisers with the Methodist Chumh)
William set about challenging the Council where he considered they siepped cutside of their
acconni ubslm of office regarding the Town Beli.

W h en it called for a lodgement of legal documeniation in his fight he would at his own
mploy his lawyer to submdt what the requirement was.

X ﬂ_e time of his r:’z: ath he had gathered a small band of supporters however it was he himssif
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tation was demalish

/as this piece then sean it {0 reiurn o aT }T
occupiad by a commercial business(201 1), “Mouni Vi
people.

A Marble Tribute!

It was in 1926 that his fellow s ppuﬁiﬁf& still fighting the cause, suggested that a marble sione

be erec i zt the Town Belt for the efforts of ‘i%fr flizm, W ﬁ zl 115 WAg never wmﬁnsgzmzcdi &

> ﬁ;d:ﬁ ould have been delighted in any person or persons continuing on the fight to hac,p

the Town Bf; tas a green place for everyone in the E:; AL i i city of Wellington, And most of
i the
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all that our City Council do so as appointed gnardian ’E‘ v Belt and reserves.

Another laree Viglation in 1952

When dozens of people were svicted from iheir homes for the building of Wellingion Abport
in the early 1950°s & cousin of William Tonks one Ray (Raliegh) Tonks and his wife Elspeih
who lived at 21 Calabar Road had iheir double brick cavity home demolished for the purpose
of the new airport runway. Ray wrestled with the government of the day for an equivalent
new site replacement (noi that any replacement would compensaie for the loss of their homes,
was the effect on most relocaied folk.) With Touks tenacity Ray held out for a betier deal.
The conclusion of the matter was that the government of the day along with Council
approval, provided land on the Town Beli(off Coromandel Strest Sauih} for the building of
about thirieen homes for some of the displaced home owners. Ray had the Minisiry of Works
draw up the plans for thelr new home at number four Pasroa Street. Since Ray and Elspeth
have passed away, their home has had a top story added to it. Also formed was Colville Strest
where cn the South West side two blocks of apartients were built by the Housing
Department, housing seventeen flats. This shows the size of the land grab.

How extracrdinary an outcome that on Town Belt land one of William Tonk’s descendanis
should finally come to live.
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Extracts of Events

Below are some copied articles from the “BEveni

Minutes Book” regarding William Tonl’s efforts

Fown Belt as well as City Regerves.

Frowm here on vead the historical record
divect from the W ellington City Council
Minute Book as William goes futo batils for
the folk of Wellington.

17/6/1809

M W, Tonks pointed to protest against the
leasing of the Tovwn Belt to the Eport Bodies.
(R Fitzgerald moved that the matter be
referred to the Reserve Committee for re
port 2nd by CR Shirtcliff and carried.

3/11/1910

That Messrs Martin Athinson and Martin be
informed in reply to their protest om behalf
of Mr W, Tonks against the leasing of 2
sumall piece of Town Belt at Flutchinson and
New Roadé, then this g.sies:a of land proposed
to be leased s not the section referved to in
their letter (note Maztin Atkinson & Martin
Solicitors em;,}:sgreé by M Tonks).

28/ 1 l,f 1912
A letter from Messes Martin Askms@ﬁ and
Martin on behalf of Mr W, Tonks, re

argument currently in the mix over the T

conception over time fallen into g

ng
g
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Kelburn Park was received.

S
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5/5/1913 |

Lletter from Mesers Martin, Atkinson and
fariin on behalf of Mr Tonks, replanting
‘ovwn Belt John St was referred to the
leserves Comumities,

¥

Pa ;C’fi and “Wellin
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own Belt.

EeEt. Ifihisisa 5G also is, had the Trﬁt«:z'z
ivate ownershi p it »:é,a would not be b 1626 B8
‘aces to enjoy rather than to i.,bhi‘ md divid

ain the righ "i”i

&/8/1914

& letter was z‘éqeﬁv@é from. Messes Martis
Atkinson & Martin stating that thes g’émi
been instructad "E}v r W, Tonks to cspg;-%zg o
the @Lyefemeﬁ@mé for an njunction to
prevent the City Council from giving effect

to the agreement or arrange :r:sem with the
Wellington Cricket Association, as set forth
in the Bvening Post of the 24th—on the
ground that agreement or arrangement is
ulira vires. On the motion of the Mayor the
letter was referred to the City Solicitor to
E’Q}f?@ #t (note uli tra vires = beyond one’s legal -
GWETE), W1 Hizm v i 10E wroubled to spend
Ezis money for the cause, which he believed,
was to the benefit of all Wellington Citizens.

15/10/ 1914

A letier from Mr W, T@i’sks with f&&pes:& to
the proposed agreement between the
Corporation and the Cricket Association in
connection with the Basin Reserve, was on

the motidn of the Mayor referred to the
Pinance Committes. 4

26/11/ 1%4

Councillors have to report: That they have
considered the protest received from Mr W,
Tonks with respect the proposed alterations
at the Rasin Reserve and they have to
recommend that Mr Tonks be thenked for

his letter and nformed that the contents will

be noted.

and



27/5/1915 Tabled Information -

Mr Tonks waited on the Council and -

protested against any alteration to the Basin

‘Reserve, as he considered that the same
~would be an infringement of the rights of
- the inhabitants. No action was taken.

11/ i};_/ 1915 ‘
A letter from W, Tonks with reference to
the Basin Reserve was brought before the

Refe renCe€6‘6 Jrie i

Council, The Mayor moved that the same be

an the table in order that any Councillor,

who desired to do so, mright peruse same.—

Carried.

27/1/1916

A letter was received from Messrs Martin &
. Martin on behalf of Mr W. Tonks, objecting
to the taking of a portion of the Town, Belt

at Constable St for the Five Brigade

- purposes. The Mayor moved that Thursday

the 10th day of February at 8 pm be
approved, as the time and the Coungil

Chamber, Town Hall, Cuba St as the place

for hearing such objections.— Carvied.

10/2/1916
Mr Tonks did not attend to sustain his

objection. to the taking of land Town Belt,
Constable St for Fire Brigade purposes. He

however, forwarded a letter in which he

|
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stated, he was unable to attend on account of

his illness, and asking that the Council

postpone action for a fortnight in order to
enable him to attend. CR Barber, Chairman |
of the Bylaws Committee pointed out the

urgency of the matter and urged that no

delay be permittech The Mayor then moved.

That no persons having appeared to object
to the taking of Land Tewn Belt Constable

S¢ for Pire Brigade purposes, the Council .
hereby resolves to proceed with the taking of ‘
he land under the provisions of the Public
Works Act, 2nd by CR Barber and carvigd.
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Sir,—When, in 1838, the New Zea-|
land Company seb aside the Town Belt
for the enjoyment of those who seitled
in this part of New Zealahd under the
company's ausplees, ib.was.intended fhat
the Belt shouwld be mainly kept as an

‘much indebted to Me, W, Tonks for

protesking fpainst the bullding of a fre |-

station upon the aren. Ibis distressing
thet men of education shonld deal with
the guestion as. Councillor Luckic and
others ave reported bo hgye dome last
¢vening, when the gihjett was befors
ths conneil, ~ Mp. Tonks is-entitled o

I think we oughl o fesl!

‘our respech, nob to ‘rudemess.—1. am,
ete,, o T .
& B, TOLHUEST

1ith Febroary, 1916, : N

MELROSE AFFAIRS 25 3 Wb
BELECOTORSY ASSOCIATION'S WORE
' The veport laid before the annnal meet-
ing of the Melross Ralepayers and Bleo-

tors’ Assoclation disclosed a fairly ssie

factory year's work., The determina.

tion of the society Yo wmake Melrose ond. |

of the most desirable vesidentinl sub-
orbs it to some extent being given

Ceffect to, The difficulty of accessibility

bas been one of the chief drawbacks for
maty vears, bt is now being remedied
by the widening and . straightening of.
Park and Sutherland roads. Aegolia
tione for the ercction of slot ielephones.
are séil] in progress, |

mends in connection with Postal faecili-:
ties . have been carried oul, and others
are pending. It was resolved o appolnt
& deputation to wail on the City *Couan-,
eilowith reference bo the nuisance caused’
by .the. storing and cooking of -animal’
food” for -the Zeo, the odour ab dimes
being " deseribed by the residents. and.
passers-by as offensive in $he extveme..
As a-Tesult of veprescutabions to- the|
Tramway Management & freight agency’
is to he esteblished in  Daniel-slréet,

which will be o greab convenience ‘to.

‘Melrose residents, The delegates to the
Town ™ Planning  Associabion

tion of
same, The delegates were reappoint

for the ensuing year. Vobes of t.ha-nksi
were tendered to the ladies of the dis.|
triéh, o Mr. W. Tonks, and ile Mayor .
for the active interssh they

lowing = etdeutive was elected ot Pregic |

dent, Mr. Benneth; vice-president, B

V. Tenks: secretary, Mr, L. G, Chis-;

welor s breasurer, Mr. B, Flan; commit- |

tee, Messrs. H. Jomes, D. Aftken, and

I, J; Hoopsr. g -

Several fmprove | |

w d reported ; -
solid work in conmection with the qhes-; -
vivate streets and the width of:

f had taken: |
in the welfare of the disbrict. The fol- |
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wigned and cenled

-~ npificance of the shovenisnb,
beginning  of the.afalr to the presant
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On behall of Mr.. W, Tonks, & cilizen
T N » . Who has ofton given
Withowt Notice. 'proof of earnestness

: e to-conserve the pub-
lic estete, a legnl fiom hie writien s let-

{er of protest against the proposed sien

siion of an sere of the Town Belt for

the bensfit of the Kelburne Bowling

Club, and the letter lins one ginlement

which hias been frequently made in The

Post. - 16 5 a condemnation of the sys

tarp by which the temporary. vepresenia.

tives of the people (men elected for only
two years) onil sign awsy the people’s
rights to public ground for s term of
pwenty-one  years—or ‘even lorbydwo
yaeve in certain ocircumelances—without
givsng nokbice to the cwnere of the land,
A glariag case (which we have ulvesdy

 discussed more thay bpde) gecurred with

the applicalion of the bowling club for
a plece of Kelburne Park, Nob g word
of the negotinilons leaked oub Tb was
all & dark seeret $1l one Hne wmotning
Hollowing a.meeting of the couneil) when

the poople tesd ihef thelr répresenba.

tives had' adepted & veport lavousing
the privete club's request. It a apiriled
demonstration aguinst this deplorable
conduct had not been made p&&mg}ﬁ&
the lease docwmeub mi%izt; iave been

by this Hme. Tha
club’s desire now is ohe acte bub of fen
acres which the counell is to improve en

o the Town Belt, nesr Vieboris College.

We are nob at all saticfled that suflcient

details of this business bave been glven

to the public. A very important prin.
ciple fs concerned, bub the citizens gener.
ally do nob sppesr 46 apprecints the sig
From the

vather mysterious stage, one thing s
clears The Act which empowers 8 two-
gar councll to . grant fwenbione-yest

~leases of the people’s piopesty needs
swendmenit to cofupel the covncil to give

adequate nobice of any intention o prant

the petitions of private groups for the

more-or-less exelusive use of portions of
the ressrves. The power now enjoyed
by the counsil, in defiance of pablic
opinion, ie palpably aniust 212 w8 oo

- motor can he sasily siarted and where

FIRE STATION ON TOWN -

BELT S
The highly saifefectory growth of the
sastern suburhs makes it important o
have z muwicipsl fire brigade station on
the dividing rvidge; ab & point where the

it can serve Newbown and the Kilbirnie-
Lwvall Bay side as well. By putting the:
stablon ab or mear the top of Consieble-’
sireet, hillclimbing in the m‘s_f?: to &
fivw can be lorgely avelded, and it seams
that a slie on the Town Belb at this,
pofut will best suit the werk of the Five |
Brigade. Wor this réason we do nob
feel inclined to oppose the projend, nor
Lo ovitivise the action of the Cdvern::
ment in consenting o the -legslising of
thiz diverdlon of 2 portion of the Towa.
Belt from its dedieated purposs. As o
the Tublic Works Depavhiment’s ples
that the site iz “'of 1o value for recrea-
Houn purposes,” owing fo ““lis small mize
and “fsolated posipion,” iF ssems thab
the iselabion s due o the previpus
diversion of ancther piece of Belt fa sort
of hinterland f¢ the fire sladion site) to

lawn -temnis purposes. That. previous

diversion we opposed, and We cannob
epare much admiration for o justificapion .
thab is haged on a previcus lapse. While
en the lerger gyound of public interest
wy do-not oppose the uiilisation of this
site for 2 purely municipal purposs, we
are as convinced as ever thab the Town
Belt must be jeslovsly pressrved and
encreachments redsted. 22 9 |96 z6 -



Lonks, through the same firm, objechs
- similaily to this second application.

' PRIVATE Talegygiamaatior
 PORTIONS OF THE TOWN BELT

[

A QUERTION OF L@&SE}? &,

When the Kelburne Bowling Club
made application to Jease a porlion of
Eeiburne Parl, Mr. W. Tonks enteréd a
protest through & ie%&; firm which wrote
to the City Council. The leter men-
tions that under o lease granted in. pur
stance of the Town Belf Ressrves Ach
‘of 19084 the public :could be altogether
excluded from fourfifths of the leaged
land for up, to, twenby-one yedrs, but
if o lease was granted under the coun-
cil's deed of eonveyance the publie eould
be excloded from $he whole of the leased
land up to forty-two yeurs.

Hventnally the council refused the ve-
quest, bub subsequently teceived sn ap-
plication from the same club for a lesss
of part of section 48 of the Town Beilt
{not far {rom Vietoria College), ' M

The letter of protest states:—"The
Town Belb was conveyed to the council
ag a public recreation ground fors the uke

. further exercise its powers

of the inhabitants of the city génerally,|.

and not fov zny small section compils-
ing welldo-de inhabitants who, My
Tonks considers, should provide theis|

- own sports grounds and nob talte up pors’

- bisns of the publid reserve,

.« Our client

desives fo point out that the exercise

 the Legislature in 1908 to grant leases to

- excluding the inhabitants, present and
- fature, from the best portions of their

by the council of the power it gob from

private clubs and others of up to 100
acies of the Belt may have the effect of
picking the eyes oub of the reserve, thus

reereabion ground.”
. T4 iz mexb submitied in the letter
that 1f the voanell decides fo grant
the pméae;ae& laage, the land from which

wblic may be altogsethey exeluded

&hellp _‘ :
ghotild not face any public steest,

Totwn Belt, path, or other means of).

qccess,  Lhe eouncl! is wrged fo pros
yide for o clear space round the Belf,
on the boundsry of the city sections
and the sections of the rfest of Greatber
Wellington.  Such spaces ave lsfty ia
the public reserves in other cities in
the “Doraigion. - |

“Qur client,” the letter concludes,
“ desives o ééi?fégs hils éis&;&p&intmem\

o

ab the action of bthe council in bringing
up the matber of this proposed lease fo

ublic, so as to give opportunity to the |
inhabitants to express their views on,
g0 important @ subject as a proposed |
alienation for a term of yesrs of a
part of its reserves, and ‘rusts that!
should the council propote héveaiter 0
nnder the
Town Belb Reserves Acth 1908, due
public notice of such proposal may be
nreviously given.’’ S .

The Gazette of 27th October, 1841,
contained the - following notice :~—"His
Pxeellency the Governer (Captsin Hob- |
son), directs it to be notified thab the
undermentioned poriions of land i Port|
Micholson ave reserved by the Crown
for public purposes. . . The belt af;
land which surrounds the Town of Wel:
lington, edtending from the ‘external
boundaries of the said iown fo the

summits of the mohnialn ranges.”,
3 2 j§i3 &
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FILOHING ON THE TOWN |
BELT | |
Membeors of the dunicipal Offeers’ |
 Assesinbion ave veporbed to have eager
eyes on an easily accessible piece of the .
Town Belb.  Th is sbated thab they swish
io have a pavh leased to them-—-practical-
Iy weserved fov them. Uniortunately
they . can quote precedents to make a
strong cage (from their viewpoint). When -
the municipality, not faithful to the iet-
bar or spivib of the original trust, allow. -
ed a private bowling &lub to speil the |
cvown of o beaukiful public bill, beside
Kelburn-parads, by hacking away a dome |
of green and building 2 very ugly
“pavilion,” the way was opened for fur-
ther spoliation or partial alienation of the
citizens' ostate. It is commonty argued
thab the Belt is Lig enough to permib
this unrighteons allocation of special
parts o private _organisations.  The
trubh iz that the ares suibeble for the
making of level playgromnds or gardens |
or shrobberies, with pleasant pabhs, is | .
comparatively small. Al the people |
have repeatedly the promise of a com-
prehensive plan, to show lings of future |
voads, paths, plantations, and so on, but
ta the meanbime very important sechions |
of th Belt may. be eub oup for the hene. |
fib of private clhibs.  We have iried to
chocle these depredations, bub we ave |
nob hopeful $hab the citizens will sver
' be voused sufficlendly to probech dheit




own, property] apted |tkermiatio

have ohserved only one persisbent, tire-

© less fighter for public sights, and that

citizen is the veberan Mr, W, %ﬂ’ Tonks,
He has devobed much time and money to

this public purpose, bub he is usually |

Teft to fight ‘alone. His earnostness, his
admirsble zeal fo conserve public vights,
seem to be vegavded as a foolish fad.
The world's history has many such cases
— very podr public appreciation of men
who have siviven for the commonweal.
By present signs, the best porbions of
the Belp will be gradually “ssbbled” by

privabe bodies, and ancther generation

will have bitter words for the felle re
gponsible.
FBE i &7

CIVIC AFFAIRS 304 jay, 2o

MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

¢ last might's meeting of the City
Counel} there wers present- the MMayor
{Br. J. P. Lake) and Councillors W. T.
Hildreth, W. H. P. Barber, G. Frost,
James Godber, John Hutcheson, T. Bush,
W. 4. Thompson, &, B, Atkinson, M, T
Luckie, W. H. Bennett, and B. A.
Wright. -

The Alelrose Ratepsyers’ Association
is to be informed thab its request for the
completion of the widening of Subherland.
crescent cannbh be enterlained ab presant.

With regard to  Avtico-stveel, the
Tihance Committes recommended that
the association be informed that it is
intended later on to clear up and impreve
the appeavancs of the sireet. The ve-
cemmendation was adopled.
- 16 wes decided to call npon fhe owner
of the right-cf-way bebwesn Waipapa-
voad and Pataitairtoad fo properly form
such way according fo a specification te
be prepared by the City Enginer. .
The offer wiade by Br. W. Tonks for
the sale of an area of land 2t Sutherland-
road to enable an access to be formed
between PRodrigo and Sutherland voads
was accepled, as recommended by the
City Valuer. The City IInginéer swas
aubborised . to construct the -connection’
a5 soon as convenient. The Mayor sdid
that Mr. Tonks's offer was a very goodi
one. :

The eouncil agreed to accept a dedies- |

tion of a strip of lund between Queen’s-
drive-and Sutherland-road for & conveni-
enb public access, and the’City Engineer
was subborised to form a tvack and erect
steps ab a cost estimated vonghly at £80. 5

- Referen@%m%é{‘fm@gg PEOPLE

. — 28 3 WG EF .
Desth  yesterday removed an eﬁi}
sebbler and an untiing Sghter fol |
the people’s rights—Mr., Willlam Tonks;
He was seveniy-mine years of ages
having been born in Birmingham on
118h Mareh; 1837. He came to Welling :
ton with his parests in the ship Bus
man, landing of Pipitea Point on Isf
Warch, 1842, He Hwed: herc - all hig
years, end gresw old with the fows,
While teling his Tull shaze.in the work
of development, he was especially pros

minent in the task of econservadion—
striviiig to preseyve for future generd.
tions he best of the privileges which hud
been enjoyed by the early sebilers, and
especially  thess privileges . which con-
corned the vight o free recreabiow. ” By
oceupation he was ab thees hrickmales,
shipowner, and contractor. I; 13068 he |V
mndertook one of the largest reclamation
contracts thab have besn dealt with, even

- in Wellington, The work invelved was

the cutting away of the side of the hill
frota  Stewars Dawssn’s corner  (Cluy

Point} ¢+ Bouleofb-sfreet, "gnd the re-

clatming of what iz now Customhouse-

guay from the Pier Hotel to Lévin and
Col's warehobse.  Aftey thab he becane
interested in shipping, and was the
owner of seversl of the msiling- vessels
which maiutained 2 sérvies with Auvs-
trafie. These were the ship Wellington, -
which was wrecked at Happy Valley, the.
barque Malay, and the schooner Young

Dicic, to vame enly a few, For the pash:

thirky years Mr. Tosks had. beem ens.

gagadt m the fJowenilling and baking .

buginess, snd with this he mainfained)

i sefive connection vy to the time of
his death. .

He lived for many. years ab the head
of Butherlandread. One meiber in
which he took a great inbterest inm late
veats was bhe opening and- improvement
of thaet road to give a helier means of
access fo Lyall Bay, Dut his great agi.!
tations were on guestious touching the:
public parks and the Town Belt.. He:
kwew the Belt when if- was onéd greak
Hylvan expanse, delightful to the eye. |
He lived to see the bush cleayed away,
and the Pelt given over to' gorse and .
graziers.. T4 was lis main desive that’
there should be ne further deseration,
and he was stvongly opposed.do the en
croachment of private persons or cor-
povations. To-suggestions thai' the best
parks of the Belt should bé handed over .
to privabe sports clubs, to he improved,
he ofiered the grésfest opposition. He-
would petibion the City Comneil, writeto
it, and wail upon i, snd he did not”
besttate to carey hiz opposition to Par.
fiament - if the council persisted iw the
course which he judged to be wrong.
He insisted -that the Belt and the parks
wers not solely for co-operafer sporte
bodies, - but for the community "ss a

el
£
o




hodies, - but for the community “as

&
whele, and thaf , : _
o nee be L apted:Information - Ref

awn property. He led the epposition o
the proposals to churge for admission o
the Basin Heserve, and later ibe {¥e
posal to enclose portions of Newlown
Park for the Zoo, In his fights he was
not always whelly sucoessful, but he
mansged to securs the Hmitation of the
chargig  rights, end his walchfuiness
had good effect, Mis sngeses, . and the
respect with which hie repressntelioms
weie met were due largely {0 his sinesri-
ly, and the. disinterested uature of his
edyocacy of the people’s righs, i

» 4 R . - < - i

Mr. Tonks manied Miss Lovelook, i,
member of another family of early sof-
ters, and he is sweived by 2 widow and
five sons ond five daughters.

s e
rorl Lamel

In

The funsval of phe kite 3Me Williawm

Tonks took place sl K:
vesterday  alternoos. A e
of friends of decsased aidended
them being Mr © BE Lwke, 3Mr,
Glen, superinlendent of reser{es, repre
serting the Oty Counel: merchangs
were vepregented by Messre, R Hpll
amd R, Virtae, lawyers by Mr T.

Martin, and surveyors by Mr T, TWas
The ehicf moarnsrs were decess®i’s fanr
sang—-esera ¥ G, 4 E., W. E
and A, F. T Tonks The servico
the graveside was conduciad by (he Rev

5
~

A, B Hunt, 3¢ § 44, gp

10 WATCH THE RESERVES
PROTECTION SOCIETY

FORMED f«:}.;‘{w;;&,
GARDENS ROAD MUGH 2w
MSCUSSED
COUNCLL PAKEN T0 CARK

The public meeling cailed -
ing to digeusy varloms watters N ecn-
nection with ithe whililing away of
various oity reserves was atbeaded by
between 20 and 40 citizens, My A& K
Atkinsonr being in the chalr,

Apologies for ungveidable
were received from Messrs, 1) M Laren
and J. Inee.

Af times it Deesme neecssary for (he

HEL SVEeT-

ahEORED

eitizens to profest thelr property frem
their own frustoes, said the chairman,
when private and seclionsl interssis pre-
vailed ngaingt the copunon interest. I
harefore hesame neeessavy for ihose
who wers suffielently alive and iuier-
ested in these matters to iake sfeps to
protest fhe reserves for the people. The
immediate cause of the ealling of the
mecting was the vielation of the Went
terrace reserve. whakever might he
the uitimate ouleome in thab mutter, it
was the procedure sdopted by the City
Opancil and the indecent haste in

¥
§

f

it

hams Ton ks

910

whish the work had heen atlacked thai
Lasd been se keenly resented by the
prople of Wellington,

K. Atkivson referred o {he sdinip-
able work in the safeguarding of eiiy
reserves by the late Mr. G Talhurst
aud the late Me. W, Tonks, He 7re-
ferred fo a statement prepsred by lhe
late Me, Tolhursi fifteen yeurs  ago,
showing that of the vriginal 1519 acres
of eily reserves, the people of Welling-
ton had been vobbed, bit by bit, of 434
acres,  ‘The prosess bad gope on sinca
Me. Telhurst had drawn up his figures,
and was still going oun.

H“PREMATURE DISCUSSION.’

The prepesal to drive a voad through
the Botanieal Gardens was an  axirg-
ordinary ene indeesd. The Mayor had
axpreased surprise that therve should be
so mueh “‘promsture diseussion,?’ bug
the eity chonld congratulabe itsslf that
some citizens were so prematnre,  He
wag alee glad to ses thal one member
of the council had densunced fhe
schieme as a social erime, and that the
Poregiry League and other organisa
tiong were faking an aclive interest in
the matier,



~ Mr, Atkinson also referred fo the
loss to “the ciffzgly|ac]=ind
magnificent assef of 61 acres of scafront
and which was known as the Therndon
Bsplanade,
Was new 10 be deveted to railway pur-
boses, and though it had been provided
that the couneil should receive an equal
TS, UL compensation, in respect of the
land taken, such money io be exjended
upen the provision of recreafional facilic
ti(‘;y&, in the Washing Up Bill of 1795 »
elause was inserted authorising the ex-
pendifure of moneys so received upon
the widening of Wakefiald strect, the
residue (if any) to be devoted to ihe
provision of reserve facilities.

Mr. A L. Hunt reforred to the Ha g
nificent foresight of the officers of the
Now Zealand Lanqd Cempany in getting
aside for all time “‘lunge*? for the fu.
ture ¢ify. Mr. Atkinsen had made the
point that the city reserves had shrunk
by ene-third, but in the same period
how many times had the cily grown$
The rescrves should have heen added
to, not taken away. ¢ referred io
the zealous work of the late My, Tonks
in the interesis of the eily’s reserves,
and suggested that it would be a grace.
ful act to place vpon the Town Belt g
marble stone to his memory,

Iy, Hunt then moved:—

““That in view of the faet that the
Town Planning Act, 1926, comes into
operation in January, 1887, this moet.
ing is of opinion that ne proelamation
showdd be issued under the Land Aet,
1924, until a plan of the eity had heen
prepared and approved hy fthe Town
Planning Board, aléo that no land he
alienated from &1Y eity reserves unless

and until suitable land of af least egual

area and value shall bave been dedicnt-
ed in substitubion iherefor.

“"That a deputaticn wait upon {he
Aeting-Prime Minister at an aarly date
‘ﬁg p3§rfe the vigws of the meeting hofore
him,

TOWH-PLANNING BENEFITS.

hg
ormation - Referen

That very wvaluable land-

New Zealand was twenby-five years

behind in regard to town planning, con-.
bimuned Mr. Hunt, hut town planning
was coming, whether the ity Cowneil
liked it or not. Several things that
had oceurred in the sity during the
last few months eould nover have hap-
pened under o town-planning scheme as
provided for hy the Act coming into
force on lst Janmuary. The legislation
was so designed to provide that noth-

ing would be done in a haphazard fash-

fon or in a hwrry, and when the plan
was prepared it was to remain open to
publie inspection for three monihs in
order that abjoctions might he LXPIoss-

ed. There was no hurry over the eity

reserves, and there wids no hurry over
Kent terrace, for almost assuredly

~would it be found, when town-planning

Pringiples were applied, {fhot  “fime

(C ¢ § improvements
C‘Edng%%g 3&&’?2(33'0 hoen  earried
ouf,

The motion was sceonded by BMr. J.
D. Slevwright, whe alse referred to
“ipicking and picking away?? at re-
SETVER. . '

Mr. J. P, Maxwell suggested that
citizens did not fake a real interest in
thelr veserves because when the ceun-
gil ““wished to hide anything’.if ox-
eluded the Press from mestings at
which the watters wers being dis-
cussed, -

“Mr. Jack rveferved to several recent
cuts fnte the Town Belt. A consider-
able area of the Tewn Belt was also
taken up by reads and tramways, and
the Qity Couneil had given no Jand in
return. When parts of the Town DBeli
were leased a eglause in the agreement
provided that the public should le
granted access, bub in many cases the
public’s way was blocked. He floubi-
ed very much whether the City Couneil
bad auy right to grant the Winter Show
Assoeiation the propesed lease of the
John strect aite. Cerfainly it dad un
right to do so bofora ithe eltlzens of

Wellington were made fully conver

sant with the facls.

CREDIT WHERE DUE,

While he did not disagree with much
bhat had been said, sald Professor Kirl,
veb eredit had to he given the. City
Couneil for adding to the eity reserves,
for instance, in the aequisition of Wil-
ton’s Bush and Chapmen’s Gardens,
The Botanieal Gardens had already suf-
fered severely, and scemingly the coun-
¢il would have been prepored to earry

ut the “‘outrage’® of a road through
the heard of the Gardena had not cifi-
zens very promptly made it plain that
such a scheme wounld not be tolarated
for & moment,

My, W, B Wilson also supported the
motion, but maintained that ihe Win-

ter Show Association, far from taking

away any pari of the city’s reserves,
- proposed to place upon the Town Belt
% building of a value of £50,000, to
be the property of the citizens of
Wellington., Ceriain parts of the Town
Belt might very well e devoled to sueh
purpeses as teanis cobets or  howling
greens,
Beveral speakers referred fo the road
through the Gardens proposal, imsisting

that tn thal regard citizens shonld mot,

budge an ineh from an attitude of
“¢Iands off the Botanical Gardens!?®

In reply, Mr, Hunbt said that he
would not suggest that tennis courts
and the like should not be placed upoan
the Bels, but he did maintain that ne
further courts or greens should he go
seb aside nntil fthe Town Belt was
properly planned.



The motiens 6| SARFiRd £ Eﬁ Fﬁe
~ ORJEQTS OF THE SOUIETY.

By resgiution the “Wellington Re-
serves Proteeiion Soclety®® was  then
formsally constituted, the objecis of the
sociely heingi~— .

To endeavour fo prevent amy reduc.
tion of the present arca of ihe city
veserves, aud from fime fo time to
enlarge the area; fo endeavour io en-
sure that no part of the reserves shall
be shicnabed unless and unill snitabls.
land of equal arsa and value has boen,
substitnted therefor; to zdvocate the
imprevement and development of all
eily reserves to ensure to ithe citizens
the maximum benefit and enjoyment; 1o

urge the maintenance and development
of the resorves for the purposes for
which they were dedieated; to urge the)
preservation for the publis benefit of |
coastal seenery in the neighbourkosd
of the eity. ‘
Mr, & R. Atkinson was slectsd preg
- gident, to hold office until the fArst gen S
gral meeting of the sccicty. The fol-»
lowing were appeinted a commitbes to!
prepare the ecomstitution and rules of.
the soeietyr—Messrs, W, Jack, A, T
Hunt, W. H. Denton, B. §. Pileher, and’
Prafassar Wivk. : |

Brick Works on the Town Belt

tion - Referenqm@ﬁéiégﬁ’ﬁﬁbﬁs :

NOW WITHIN SIGEHT

Boree. Hime age Councillor W. X, Ben-
nett raised the wuesilon of ‘establishing
munieipal brickworks, his proposal be- -
ing thet the clay on the Town Belb
should be uiilized, and the areas exea

. vated comveried inte playgrounds. The

council: decided to forward a guantity of
clay te an English fvm, with the objech |
thet it shonld be thoroughly iested as fo
its suitahility for making bricks. The
comncil bas now been informed that the
iest was on the whole successful. The
bricks eade ave mow on their. vay fo
Wellington, and the firm conceimed re-
commended the eouncil to-go ahead.

Councillor T. Forsyth stajed his plea-
supe ab veading a very practical, {ull, and
favovrable rveporh, He hoped theb the
Finance Commities world go further, and
decide to establish hrick-kilns and opén
up more ground fov recrestion purposes.

Gmmcﬂ%;r Bennett stated thab he was
extremely gratified ab the mature of the
veport. He hoped that it would nob be

' pigeon-heled, bub thab fmmediste abeps

would be taken to- assurk the esteblish-
mend: of hrickwerks in the vicinity of the
city. ~

%he Mayor stated theb the commitiee |
was only awalting an opporbunily to 6x-
wmine dhe bricks, Ti the bricks were
congsidered  satisfactory, the commities
would as sson as practicable aslk the
couneil $o provide the hecessary fimance
o enable it fo go ahead with 2 mruniei-
pal buicdemaking concern. 49 |920 er

Thankfully the W.C.C idea of operating a brick works on the Town Belt did not proceed due
to the lack of raising a loan of 10,000 pounds. However the Council did allow brick works on
the Town Belt. When the Newtown tram barn was built at Mansfield Street (on Town Belf) it
permitted the contractor to set up a kiln and produce bricks on site for the barn construction.
Also on Town Belt land at Russell Terrace a brick works was permitted.
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' Tabled Information - Reference 004/13PT(a)

- The 1952 Town Belt Violation

William Tgn.ks surely would not have conceived that a fellow family member, Ray Tonks,
would be living on the Town Belt along with many other folk.

Building Sites
For Rongotai
Home Owners

City Council-owned land at Mau-
puia Road, and part of the Town Belt
at Crawford Road is to be iransferred
to the Government to provide building
sites for property owners displaced

by the Rongotai airport scheme.

In return, the council will get, for
recreation purposes, land reclaimed
from Evans Bay. It will be not less
in area than the land iransferred to
the Government. .

The council appreved of thal actien
last night on the recommendation of
a combined meeting of the airpori and
reserves commitiees.

The council also decided:—

That the Covernment be requested
to promote the legislation necessary
including the authorily required for

the reclamation;

That all surveys required 'be carried
out at the cost of the Government;

That the reclemation of the area
to be transferred fo the council be
carried out with due expedition; and

That seil be piled from Rongotal
for top dressing the reclaimed -area.
. “This is practical help for the carry-
ing out of this scheme” said the
Mayor (Mr. Macalister). “I know thal

it is intended to eall for ienders
shortly for.the reclamation in Evans
Bay. 1 am sure it will commend it-

self to citizens and I know it will
give finer sites than some of those
in Rongotal Terrace.”

“It is not as rosy ds it appears”
said Councillor CGilmer. “It
is a mibble ai the Town Bell. I'm go-
ing to he a stumbling block every
time the Town Belt is mentioned. I
want something mere definile about
the area we will get in reiurn for
what we are giving away.” |

Councillor Gilmer was getling 2a
hetter bargain than what she was
losing, szid Counciilor J. Robests, She
was getting fat lend, ready for recrea-
tion purposes, . o

“IWa, are also gelting a fine aero-
drome. It will not be a Goyernment
aercdrome, but ours,” said Councitlor
W. H. Nankervis. ;3 5 §JiSg =@

Part OF

P

s,

“CRONGOTAL REFCGEES

looks a little uninviling from the road, there are many
placed by the new acrodrome, Some time ago the Cily Council put a rou
to make it available for investigation for housing. In addition, 41 .house

in the Townsend Fstate at-Miramar. (Report on page 3). /5 5 /952

will be p11
sérub-covered slopes of the Town Belt above Crawford Road in the area shown here. Though it
beautifnl sites available for houses dis--
oh road into the area,

s will go on an ares,

e
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Tabled Information - Reference 004/13PT(a)

State Housing
At Island Bay

“The Jovernment has agreed fo
erdct a number of State houses on an
area at Albert and Liffey Sireets,
Island Ray,” stated a report presemisd
[y tler 7 Ty v
to the City Counell last night ‘

The Ciiy Engineer was insiructed |
to co-operate with the Government in|
connection with the roading and sub-
division of the property.

They will be. the 8rst Siate houses
built in Wellingion for more than
itwo years. .

Counciller F. J. Kiits sald it was
the GCovernments poliey (o locate
these houses ouiside the eily arca
though there were suitable siies within
the cliy.

He said ithe counecil should press fo
have the prison removed from Mounty
Crawliord 1o sllow the area to bey
epened up for housing. .

Councillor €. A, L. Treadwell saidy
that the city had a great deal of land
suitable for housing in its town belf,
but a “stupid Act of Parliament of
1861”7 decreed “thou shali not touch
this land except for recreation.”

It was time, he said, that Parliament
was asked io give the council the
right te take such part of the town
helt not appropriate for recreation,
but approprizie for housging. .

Couneillor E. M. Gilmer uvoinied
out that the Government could .ereci
meore fiats in the ¢ily, as thek past
Government had done. There was
no regson why land should not be set
aside in the cily for that purpose.

The Mayvor (Mr. Maczlisier) sup-

orted thiz suggestion and said a large
gody of public opinien was in favoury
of flat life. ;& & ;95 &7

HOUSING ON . RESERVES -

* Sir—1 view wiih some concern, the
attitude of our council on the, ques~

ction of itaking part of our rTeserves
“for further housing. Where will- this

taking piece by pitce fnish? ‘About
40 years ago my uncle./showed me
from Wellington Terrace the nortion
of Mount Victoria “which had by Gove
eroment Act becoms. 2 reserve for
the citizens of Wellingion, something’
that could never he taken. Over the
vears I have seen hbuses creep fue-
ther and further vp and [ feel it is

T g

time a statement was madel How

- does this Act read and why has this

trust not bheen kept? . ,
When one reads inthe Press & staie-
ment hy a responsible councillor nat
this .was a stupid Act, one naturally
thinks it was 3 very wise Govern-
mezt that framed the Aet {o safe-
guard the people from =n irrespédnsitle
council—I am, efe,. o

175 &2 ge - CONCERNED.

B Sunderland wiiies in ‘suppord of ©
“T%e Post’s” editorial on-ihe sz%%ieﬁ~
of the town belt He seys that (he
council’s attitde on this question tineg

up with iig aititude-on othier ques; .
yiong such as the sigle of the frams

fines, roading, the reduction of public

amenities at Livall Bay, and the de-

eision to 81l in ibe beach fpont. af-
Bvans Bay and thus deprive ine chile.
dren of onevof the few Safé Deachies

close j0 the city. Inroads have besi

made on the iown beli beférs, he
sayz, The camyp atf Wemggtonk‘aca&,
‘emaing and the yadar siation at BMel-
rose still earries the words “Keep oul™
The town belt belongs io the people
znd ke, for, ong, would be preperéd
in fAghi the councdl in the Courls, i
neegssary. i Sy £ €9, HEN

2010 and Attempted Incursious still do not cease!

The '\:éaﬁhwﬁ“gﬁm&ﬂ
By GREG FORD pE-11

The hatile to extend Hataitai's Badminion Hall in
the Town Beli will he fought out in the Environ-
ment Court.

Wellington Badminfon Association hes filed an
appeal against Wellington City Council’s decision
te decline resource consent.

The association had applied for land use con-
gent to modify, damage and vemove indigencus
vegetation, {0 extend and use an existing ree-
reational building, and fo undertele earthworks
at its Rushine St complex.

A fotal of 221 written submissions, 217 in sup-
port, two in oppesition, two neutral, and oral
submissions were heard,

Council officer and planner Andy Christoffer-
son said the adverse effects of the proposal on the
vegetation, amenily and landscape values of the
Town Beli would not he adequately mitigated.

He considered the proposal to be contrary to the
Wellingion Town Belt Management Plan,

Wellington Badminton Association president
Tui Hunter seid the extension would enable the
association to host nalional and internstional
tovrnaments which would have flow-on benefits
for the region. .

Friends of the Wellington Town Belt chairman
John Bishop said that since 1870s two-thirds of
the Town Belt had been lost or used for other
PUrposes.

e agreed with the council officer’s

recominendation. Tz W@é}ﬂmﬁ s Sc o

i
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aori should not be given special say over Tow
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n Belt land

Any suggestion that Maori should

be given a formal decision-making
role over town belt land (June 21)

is divisive and foolish, Wellington -

City Council was elected by us all
to govern in the intervests of all. It
chould not consider dividing us

o first and second-class citizens. |
If the proposal is to be faken
seriously, a fivst requivement is to |

define just who is meant, and how

such a role would be decided. Will |

all Maori voie for these repressi-
tatives, or is this another appoint-
ed hody, with jobs for the council’s
mates? Are these psople from all
Maor, including the mejority liv-
ing here but with ancesival tles

outside the avea, or ave they the

chosen ones, those with mana

whenua status whose ancestors

made cladm in 18407

¥ we assume the latter, these :

are the descendanis of those MNgati
Toa and Te Atiswa whose bloody
attacks wiped out the previous
setflers. Then, once again, the
chastly warfore and terrovism of
fhe 18208 would be rewarded with
spacial powers In 2011
Such nonsense should never be
countensnced.
JOHK ROBINSOH |
island Bay (abridged) |

Town belt belongs

to everyone

Wellington City Council's pro-|
posal to give Maori a formal decis- E
jon-making role W the menage-’
ment of the town belt is a colossal
migtake.

The town belt belongs to all he
citizens of Wellington and special
powers should not be gramted o
any racial group.

What the council neads {o do at
a time when rates are climbing by
5 ner cent a year is stick to iis core
business of runing the city, not-
engaging n racist exercises io’
grani special privilege to- Maori:
over council assets. Coumeil ex-
penditzre needs to be cut and this;
can be done in part by dumping
snch have-brained ideas as Maori
privilege schemes.

A o 2W EC

'
i
V
{

MEIL HARRAP
Thormdon

Tabled Information - Reference 004/13PT(a)

 Tovwn belt was
taken from Maori

Wellington's fown bell is now-
owned by Wellington City Coun-
cil. However, it was not always so.
Tis transfer from Maorl to the
Crown and then to the council was
at best suspect.

The Waitangl Tribunal found
the Crown acted in breach of the
Tresty in taking most of the town
belt from Te Atiawa/Teranaki
Whenui,

The town belt was protected

“from the negotiated Treaty setlle-

ment as it was conncill-owned and
considered private land by the
Crown. The town belt was set
aside by the New Zealand Com-
pany in 2 desd the fribunal found
10 be invalid. i

Those whoss rights weve abrog-
ated, Te Atiawa/Tavanaki Wha .
i, ave those for whom the righis |
and inferests shouid be recognised -
today as mana whenua n Welling-
tor,

John Robinson (Letters, June

- 94y should read more closely about

1820 smd ses who had the muskets.
They wers from much further
north than Taremaki or Kawhia,
At that time Maori law applied
and to try to backdate the Treely
isn’t possible or sensible.

MORRIS TE WHITI LOVE

WF e Ll Newtown

Maori history of Land ownership has been
subjugate current occupiers by bloedy force.
Thus who really did own the Town Belt prior
to the present claim?

- {pJohn Bishop. New guiding principles for

' sucoessive cenizzvies’. Hesaysthe proposals

Save the Town Belt
Locals should get involved in the discus-
sionsonmanaging the Town Belt, according

its management are proposed by the Wel-
lington Cityy Cotwicil, bui Bishop, chairman
of the Friends of the Town Belt gays the | -
vague definitions fhuedignthe doumcils past
record of achievement, The Friendssuggest|
the council may be contemplatinig sigrifi- |
canit changes o the Tiust Dead éstabilishing
the Town Belt. Bishop sdys that ‘deed has
protected this historically immpostant open |
space against development frough three

could allow developmentof parts of thebelt
without publicinput, and restrict publicac-
cessin the fishure. Submissionsshordd seach
the council by September 9.

capial Trmea “1-13 ST 210




Tabled 'In'formation - R_eference. 004/13PT(a)

Some Early Tonks activity on the Town Belt

As early Pioneer settlers at Wellington the Tonks family were most active with their various
enterprises. William and his brothers George and Bnoch separately leased various Town Belt
lots for their catile and horses to graze upon. Also Blacksmith and Farier Henry Tonks
leased Town Beit land near his Webb Street smithy forge so that he could graze the horses
that he traded with. Further clay from road making through the Town Belt was obtained by
Enoch Tonks for use at his brick works in Webb Strest.

The City Engineer reported that My E. Tonks who has entered into a coniract for the levelling
of a portion of the Town Belt adjacent to Salisbury Terrace for the purposes of taking clay for
the manufacture of bricks, desived to alter the boundary of the land being worked, in order to
enable him to get a sufficient amount of clay which would mix with the soft rock when
ground and provide material suitable for brick making, The Committee referred the question
to Councillors Frost & Thompson and the City Engineer to visit the site. 27/11/1917

Touks Land sold Town Belt Taken! -

In 1919 William Tonk’s estate which comprised of some 14 acres sold 7 acres of land at

Melrose 1o the Public Trust for the building of Dr Truby King’s Karitane Hospital, which

while now not in use as such still stands today. However Truby King had his residence built ,
nearby but this was erected on Town Belt land. Today the W.C.C own the site and his home. '

Wellington Almanack 1878 ~
Lessee Town Belt George Tonks - opposite the Najrn Street entrance about |

Lot 30 112 or 30p 15190 pounds - Adelaide | 1/2 chains distance and extended about 10
Road Novth of Waipori St ' chains in a southerly divection. The width at
Lot 38 92 15.0.0 pounds - Top of Bidwell S¢|  the widest being shout 3 1/2 chains and the

. land being cut down about 24 feet at the
- highest part and the plan laid on the table

WOC Minute Beook Reecords

On 15/9/1882 Town Belt Reserve : + herewith shows exacty what is proposed to
No. 38 put up for Leasing. e donie, except that the land will be cut
R. Semerville tendered ...5 pounds : down about 4 feet more than is shown in the
Geo Tonks tendered  ...6 pounds plate.
Accepted G. Tonks ‘

Enoch Creates Nadrn Sworeet Park At :
The Top Of Thompson Street . !

21/11/18¢5

W.C.C. Meeting Minutes.

That the arrangement proposed by Mr
Enoch Tonks for levelling the top of Nairm
Street Reserve be agreed to by the Council,
Mr Tonks requirés the sotl for brickmaking
purposes and he Gadertakes to remove
sufficient earth from the top of the Reserve |
to give a Hitfle, over 3-aéres of level ground, |
which will then be suitable for foothall or '
cricket. The levelling will commence :




SCHOOL “gpglmamf@pmation _ Reference 004/ 13PT(a), .

HNEWIOWN PROPOSBAL ef
TOWN BELT SECTIONS WANTED
A proposal for dealing with the sibe
dificnlty a8 vegards Newbown Bchool is
thet the present school site should be
exchanged with the City Couneil for
portions of the Town Belk, The schoel
site could be made a pest park and Te
creation aves in o congested gquarter.. The

- chairman of the Bducailen Board and ths !

Windkier for Education both consider the
proposzl & good one. The Chalrman (M.
Forsyth) states that the parls of the Belt
which nre desived have, up to the pre-
sent, been used for no other purpose than
grazming of horses and the propagation of
noxious weeds, One of the siles iz &
bloek of land at the head of Sedden-ter-
vace (off Coremandel-street), and immedi-
- siely bo the nosth of the Newtown laws

tenwis courts; Thiz section, ab present !

mossly a barven patch. with ssterbps of
barve clayey soil, ie sitnsted on a swuny
slopes ib 38 eonvenienily placed for use

as the education centrs of Newlown

Baash; snd, forther, it s beneficially ve-
mobe from teaffie. The olher seclion s
on the Delt close to John-sivest, on e
obher side of Wewtown, so theb i would
caber for the children of Western New-
iown and for Ehe big incremse which
might he expected in seillement in thab
localily {lower Vogeliown, sle) My

Forsybh staies that all thet i really |

needed from the eouncil is the pebwal |

pnd io be coverad hy the achocl biilde
ngs, as he contends that the ivess e
aaived for playgrounds come within the
terma of the gift of the Relb to the city,

The prosent sehoo! site was much mets |
valuable than the Town el areas ve .

gived. Tf the City  Couneil didd wnob
sgres bo the propusal, the site would have
o be dispesed of o provide the funds
fov puvchasing other property. This
world mean the acquisition of avess now
used for rezideutinl purppses, and this
the board did neb wish to do while the
hausity problem wae eo very asube,

A% Newlown the board had under con-
sidevabion the acquisition of fwe sites
on ihe side of 4he valley $o fake the
place of the old school, which wonld then
be scrapped. What he himself would
have liked to sse was the present sthool
site, worth ahont 815,000, exchunged for
about four acves of the Town Belt. The
City Counell could thep have $he school
site a8 o small park 9n the heard of 2
congested grea, 'This, he thought, would
be o good bargain for the ciby, as it
would be in line with the modern de-
velopment of providing ewmall puks in
the centres of population. Failing such
an exchange, the old site would have fo
be sold 4o purchase new land. €

Wewtown : Negotistions were In pros
gress o1 the acquisition of bwo acres of
fand, adioining the Town Belt for the
Bash sibe, and. with the City Council for
the West, Mo dificulsy was expected
in acquiring the two siles veferved o,
Nothing furbher could be done in regard
to the West site until the City Councl
finally , decided its aftitude on the pro-
position o sxchange & site on the Towu
Belt for the ‘present school sitelF 19205

Henry Tonks forced away from the edge of Town Beit

Henry Bdward Helyer Tonks with his wife Christabel and their three children were forced t©
sell their home at number 11 Douro Ave Newtown. & was the Education Departinent that
required their property as it adjourned onto the Town Belt and 2 new school was to be built
over the area occupying some of the Town Belt. After much to ado the new school idea was
abandoned. But during the effort of the Education Broad to proceed Henry Tonks found the
whole maiter most stressful and after living at their Douro Ave home for twelve years they
relocated in 1921 to 1035 Mein Street. The Evening Post reported on 9 July 1920, that the
City Council decided against the proposed exchange of the Newtown School site-for a portion

of the Town Beli. (How sensible so!)
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Tabled Information - Reference 004/13PT(a)
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Town Belt 1840. Diagraimn based on Meii Simitl’s Plan of Town of Wellington at Fort Nicholson,
14 August 1840.

Drawi by W Shepherd. First published in Wellington's Heritage, Winsoimne Shepherd. Te Papa
Press, 2000.
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PHBrREE¥formation - Reference 004/13PT(a)

¢ How good is it to see that real attempts to save and properly manage the Town Beli are now
B -
i afoot. Below are shown some recent publications to such an outcome.

Published by the

Museum of Wellington



- TOWARDS TaBIdBEHtbrmation - Reference 004/43PT(a) =,
“THE CHTP’S PROGRESS V313 1/ 2o 75 Trouble

OFFICIAL INSPECTION. OF

WORKS

BY MAYOR “AND CODNCILIORS

- This heing™ the opeming of & new
fuangial year, the ﬁayor (Mr, I, P
Luke) ‘and o number of the City conn-
. ¢illors, - accompanied by - the City. en-
gimeern (Mr.” W, "H: Morton), yesterday
‘mads. & very ‘comprehénsive - round of
thess places whire:City works of any

od have been done during the: past
financial year, . L LT
_ The' tour, which was made by- mofor
car, commenced at Oriental Bay, where
the wall-extending work: eastward from
Fitsgerald’s Point, -was inspected, TWhen
the party reached the soens-of the works,
Jvhere about ong hundred yards of the
“asw. eoncreto wall has beén uneased, the
-tide was almostsat its highest, and, na
.Yhere: was-a-gale blowing from -the north-
west, with a heavy ses smashing against
the wall, the time .was most opportuns
fo .nole how the mew style of sea-wall
-was deing ity work, not & drop'of water was
falling insids the wall, The provision of this
wall "will-make . QOriental Parade 100 feet
in ‘width, 'of which' 30 fest on the sea-
“ward 'side will be formed 'into -& . foot-
path-of cambia formation, i.e. the high:
est part of the surfece of tha Eath will
bo the centre. . It is Lopéd to. keep this
work ‘going, through "the winter .out of
revenuo.. The goncrete wall™ is fo-De
ﬁqiisﬁed off "with. neat galvanised-iron
rail,’ R P
o7 7 A Probfens. . L
‘On past Orviental Bay the-parly spedy
by, hiﬁifdes_;ﬂisapiiean};%' gradually, but
sure%}y “under colonies  of " pretty villas,
In Evans Bay. the City ‘engineer pointed
out’ narrow, spots that shonld not be on
the road that winds round to the Patent
Blip..-: There a,peculiar problem, faces
the Patent Sh%‘_ ompany. They have

by

beon called on-by-the Harbour Board to,
er¢ctianother slip {according to.an sgree
nient “entsred into some.years aga), and
are . looking for the rightto cross the
public highway, ‘with their rails, chains,’
cradle, etc, - Now this road is a very
popular -motor - driyé, and ship gear 1s
very ‘cumbious mateital o be allowed :fo
sprawl across. the -road, .but thers is o
way ‘out, . Thatis-for the :Slip- Com.
pany fo :comstruct--an ~mlternative road
of a.grade of nof mdre than.l in 1),
sutting _into  the.:hill, ‘and , following ‘&
lime that will. traverse the:hillside at the
back " of -tho- proposed and” the existing
slip. - The ‘work .would ‘be an gxpensive
e, but it would add to the pictures.
yueness of the drive. /A possible elfer-.
native plan :would: e for -{he-slipways
ind  gear to be sink ‘well bengath the
leval. of the road, and when not'in aetign
to be covered. with a wooden platform (in
ssetions). that. would ~make. & saf-
‘sfactory - -roadway. .. The  comucil
s* .at ~ present . -nogotiating = with
hs Patent” Slip” Companmy.. ~.. .~ -
Just a few hundred yards to the south
f the Patent Slip is a. fine 'bit ‘of solid
sonorete” seawall, which : wns etected dur-
ng the past year, and which had encbled
\r. Morton {a widshrout the road where
uch aftention was an urgent necessity in

he_interest of safe traction. ) -

v- e A Noble (Reserve, - -
Fires
‘tion.

‘must soon he in - active.

‘side, ‘and

S

The shellow. waters ok, the head .of
_Bay lent themselves to reclama-
It is ot theAjnnctip% _gi’itgg
hy and fost-growing suburbs, 'z
e Loon B g;iex;éand ‘by. the
Tesidents of both as ¢ sports area. So far,.
the ground reolaimed there covers &n area
.of 13 acres, and the present schems pro-
vides for the reclaiming of another thres
acres on the south side. . At present the
work Bas'béenistopped-as the supply of ,
‘zp{éil,from‘ the adjacent- blu - has flven’
o)Ll A Monster- Carshed, -

"I‘hi;ough * populous * Soutli- Kilhjrnie o |

2 big ¢arshed -is being erected. . This
shed is being built of reinforced. concrete,
with iron stanchions supporting the roof.
It will acoommedate 50 cars, but by push-
ing out the temporary wall on the porth
extending the sbructure on
land in hand, house-room:can be provided
for still another 50 ears. Elaborate work.

: 's to ba ( at. th k|
shope ate ty b canstruoted at the bac I made to the Island Bay Read, where a

“long estension of the concrete culvert that
has relieved the Island * Bay flat from

on the southern side of the building,

The choice 'of site for:this carshed and
workshop is & bappy ome, as ‘at that
,point the tracks converge from fodr-dis.
tinet' points—Aliramar, . Lyall Bay,. Kil-
birnie, and Constable Sireet—ell districis
"destined to grow rapidly in the future.
Travelling- nlong Onépu ‘Road, with no-
'thing ahead but the blue expanse of Cook.
‘Stralt, one could: not help but be struck
-with wonder at the growth of settlement
onthe isthmus that wns once offered fob
sale fo the council for £200, and refused.
At the Bay the sand -flew inhospitably,
but time was given to inspset the pewly-
erected conventonces for men and women
.a% the rear of tho Maranui tramway wait.
ing shed, The way back was via Talnui
‘Terrace, which is being made into a thor-
oughly good city-like strect. * The build-
ers of the-houses 'that -front this road

deserve this wotk., .- -
At Newtown Park. -

; Huving geen ' the eastern suburbs, the
.0ars pushed aleng up' the . rejuvenated
Crawiord Road, wheTe the engineer indi-
.caled the parivg of banks and §ling of
.gullies which had. to-be done-to -provide
2 well-graded 30ff.. road with a “double
tramway track, .This is the outstanding
work .of = the, gear,. and is. of
the: gréntest - éredit to the City -Council,

and the engineer who .designed’ it & In’

Constable Street the cars travelled over o
‘beantiful surface—5"inches of " conerefe,
covered with two inches of fins “asphalt.
Tims has. yet to-pronounce its verdict on’
4his style of constructior. '"Tobogpaning
eleng to the end of Daaiel Street, there
was. & general surpriso at, and admiration
of, the formal beauty' of the work that
-has been “done at the tramway. terminus
opposite the. Zeo gates. - There' the loop
hag-been fenced-  in. roughly, yet sym-
metrically, with huge boulders, ~and all
‘within is planted with shrubs. that appear
o he doing amazingly “well.. The bank
‘near the gate has heen trented- in the

ol

v

sams manner with similar success.

HTanke’s Trouple,”

. What is this? The parly had gone be-
.yond the Zoo' zates, .and were"trgmrsing
& new ;oa,d leading hillward, . “Ol;, this is
FTopks's. trouble’™  And .o smile wenk
round. ' A5 a matter of fact, )

|

the peopls of |

.that locality owe a deep debt of gratituds -

‘to Mr, Wm, Tonks, who "worried and
threateptd the comncil until the work of
improving .Park Road was puf in hand.
A 407t road of easy grade has been ‘made

for nearly ifs full length by cutting away

.

banks and filling in on the other side, giv- .
pourse was &beered to Onepu Road, where | ing easy. access fo o distrief af the back

of Newtown Park. whick doubtless has n
 residential future. Another big- improve.
ment has beea made by #lling in' the old
nursery block (which is skirted by Park
Road), and: which is to be converted ints
-gn ernamental garden during the winter,

New Golf Links, -
From Newtown Park an exeursion way

.
.

floods was inspected. This culvert is about
i 6ft. by §t, and is being carried as. fpr
- porthward 25 the Chimamen’s gaydens, -

Returning, o brief visit was paid {o the
Municipal Golf Links, where several par-
ties were enjoying 2 game. All conceded
‘that these linky were as “sporting” in
| formation as one could wish, and ~ were
“going to he a fine asset to  the Cify.
' Throogh Liardet Street and down Hutehi-
son Rond {recemtly widened), the cars
travelled past Jam-Tin Gully, and down
on to the wood blocks of , Adelaide Road
once motve. A flesting visit was. paid Con
tral Park, and the new Brookiyn Head
-waa traversed; In Upper Willis Street
the mew road surface was admired, as was
also the case in Molesworth Street. Tina.
‘kori Boad made vough travelling for the
cars. - At the hedutiful Botabieal Gar-
flens the new lake and- lay-out improve
'ments were inspected and ﬁmndunced to
bo just the thing. Tinally the party dash-
“od through Kelburn, and via Salamanca
Rond, hack to the dusty City, all well
-gatisfied that Wellington people . have
much - fo be thankful for, and litte to
‘complain_ahout in comparissn with® our
sister cities. :

e llicom Toks our Lavede et Tne
Swsvenl C’g Bk MMV@
Called Manchedier Streek,
His home was bratiin oo
Number 38 Suthesrlad Rde
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Help protect 400 hectares of precious
open space in the heart of our city.

Friends of the
Wellington To Belt

www.townbelt.wellington.net.nz

Now here is an arrangement that makes a lot of
sense and is already having certain success.






