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ORDINARY MEETING 

 
OF 

 
COMMUNITY HEARINGS PANEL 

 
MINUTES 

 
Time: 10:45am 
Date: Wednesday, 16 March 2022 
Venue: Virtual Meeting 

 
 
 
PRESENT 
Mayor Foster (Deputy Chair) (via audiovisual link) 
Councillor Day (Chair) (via audiovisual link) 
Councillor O'Neill (via audiovisual link) 
Councillor Paul (via audiovisual link) 
Councillor Young (via audiovisual link) 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Councillor Pannett (via audiovisual link) 
Councillor Woolf (via audiovisual link) 
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1. Meeting Conduct

1.1 Karakia 
The Chairperson declared the meeting open at 10:47am and invited members to stand and 
read the following karakia to open the meeting. 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru, 
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga. 
Kia mākinakina ki uta, 
Kia mātaratara ki tai. 
E hī ake ana te atākura. 
He tio, he huka, he hauhū. 
Tihei Mauri Ora! 

Cease oh winds of the west 
and of the south 
Let the bracing breezes flow, 
over the land and the sea. 
Let the red-tipped dawn come 
with a sharpened edge, a touch of frost, 
a promise of a glorious day 

1.2 Apologies 

Moved Councillor Day, seconded Councillor Young 

Resolved 
That the Community Hearings Panel: 

1. Accept the apologies received from Cr Foon and Cr Calvert for absence.

Carried 

1.3 Conflict of Interest Declarations 
No conflicts of interest were declared. 

1.4 Confirmation of Minutes 
There were no previous minutes to confirm. 

1.5 Items not on the Agenda 
There were no items not on the agenda. 

1.6 Public Participation 
There were no requests for public participation. 
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2. General Business

(Mayor Foster joined the meeting at 10:50am.) 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30am and returned at 11:40am with the following members 
present: Councillor Day, Mayor Foster, Councillor O'Neill, Councillor Paul and Councillor 
Young.  

2.1 Trading and Event Sites on Wellington Town Belt and Reserves 

Moved Councillor Day, seconded Councillor Young 

Resolved 

That the Community Hearings Panel: 
1. Receive the information.
2. Hear the oral submitters and thank them for their submissions.

Carried 

Attachments 
1 Daniel Spector 
2 Lorraine Griffin 

Secretarial note: the following members of the public spoke to their written submissions: 

Name Submission page 
number  

Daniel Spector 11 
Helene Ritchie 14 
Jan Voss (A.C.E. Dog Training Ltd) 27 
Cameron Battley 28 
Beverley Abbott (Ōtari Wilton’s Bush Trust) 34 
Robin Buxton (Friends of the TB) 35 
Angela Rothwell (Mt Vic Residents Assoc) 37 
Lorraine Griffin 40 
Cathi Napp 41 
Ellen Blake (Living Streets Aotearoa) 42 
Rachel Hamilton-Williams (Central Allbreeds Dog Training School) 48 
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The meeting concluded at 12:10pm with the reading of the following karakia: 
 

Unuhia, unuhia, unuhia ki te uru tapu nui  
Kia wātea, kia māmā, te ngākau, te tinana, 
te wairua  
I te ara takatū  
Koia rā e Rongo, whakairia ake ki runga 
Kia wātea, kia wātea 
Āe rā, kua wātea! 

Draw on, draw on 
Draw on the supreme sacredness 
To clear, to free the heart, the body 
and the spirit of mankind 
Oh Rongo, above (symbol of peace) 
Let this all be done in unity 
 

 
 
 
 
Authenticated:  

Chair 
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Exclude the Town Belt
(and the 30 named reserves)
from the new Trading and Events Policy.



















Councillors, staff and submitters 

Thank you for allowing me to speak, to the proposed commercial 

activity on the inner Town Belt.   We request The Town Belt is 

removed from The Trading and Events in Public Places Policy. 

Throughout the history of the Wellington Town Belt there have been 
many alienations of land and many attempts from commercial 
operators to profit from the Town Belt. The Town Belt Deed, largely 
protected the TB from commercial activity. The Town Belt 
Bill, sponsored by Grant Robertson, was promoted as providing more 
protection for the inner Town Belt, not less. 

The City Council holds the Town Belt on behalf of the beneficial 
owners, the citizens of Wellington, as land held in trust. 

In spite of this, public consultation on the proposed commercial 
activities would appear to have been very limited. The document 
‘Survey Responses’ lists a mere 125 visitors to the site, with 35 
contributors and 43 responses. 

  

The Town Belt Foundation document refers to the Town Belt as a 
public recreation ground. The inner Town Belt has strong historical 
significance and allowing any commercial activity on the inner Town 
Belt sets a clear precedent, and is against the intent of The Town Belt 
Deed.   

Much of the wording of the Town Belt Act is open to interpretation. 
The Act does not define minor and temporary, which can be 
interpreted in different ways.  

A camp ground for example, where vehicles come and go, could be 
interpreted as temporary use with minor impact.  

Previous applications for commercial use include a Camping ground 

on Town Belt land near Tanera Park Brooklyn operated by 

commercial operator Contiki Campervans (subsidiary of Chase 



Corporation) which was designed for overnight stay prior to heading 

to the South Island. 

Other proposals include a revolving restaurant on the top of Mount 

Victoria, a gondola (requiring closure of a link road to the Mt Victoria 

lookout) and a second restaurant on Mount Victoria with an 

associated tourism venture including a luge. 

Public opinion, and the Town Belt Deed prevented these and many 

other projects proceeding. 

The principal purpose of the Town Belt is to provide free accessible 

open natural space for unstructured passive recreation. A previous 

WCC survey was reported to find the majority of use of the Town 

Belt was for passive recreation, largely walking. 

One submitter proposes commercial dog walking of packs of 15 dogs 

with one walker, that is not recreation except perhaps for the dogs. 

Many walkers may feel intimidated by packs of dogs and one 

wonders how the waste would be managed with a single dog walker. 

How will large commercial groups of runners coordinate with 

commercial tours and commercial groups of mountain bikers? Will 

bookings be required, scanning in perhaps? How does that fit with 

the concept of free and accessible to the public? 

Commercial food carts will inevitably generate rubbish and food 

waste which may impact on wild life and encourage vermin. There 

are many reserves and parks that are not on the Town Belt that are 

more suitable for the activities proposed 

Proposed commercial dog and bike cleaning will require large 

amounts of water and runoff and likely require concrete pads and 

plumbing. 

Unencumbered open space is rare and precious in a city 

environment. 

 



 

Predictably, there will be ever increasing pressure for more 

commercial activities, as groups and individuals push their own 

agendas, at the expense of the general public.  Permitted activities 

will be at the discretion of council officers who inevitably come and 

go over time. Personal interpretations of objectives for the Town Belt 

will vary. It is proposed consents will be streamlined with no public 

input. 

Large scale regular events are proposed which will require 

appropriate support structures unlikely to remain temporary over 

time. 

We request The Town Belt is removed from The Trading and Events 

in Public Places Policy. 

Just as amendments to the Town Belt Act could remove restrictions, 

we would hope consideration would be given to amendments to 

strengthen the protection of The Town Belt   

Many Wellingtonians that have gone before have fought to protect 

and prevent alienations and encroachments and to have alienated 

land returned to The Town Belt. This proposal may well undo much 

of their hard work. 
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