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DEMOCRATS FOR S OCIAL CREDTIT 2 013
ADDENDUM TO SUBMISSION BY HMSMITH
DRAFT ANNUAL PLAN A PRITL WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL

Isn't the evidence clear that ouY world is fast becoming a different
place. We are being impacted by c¢limatic uncertainties. The cycle of
booms and busts doesn't apply anymore. Buying and selling are more com-
plicated. World power blocs are in flux as is Aotearoa New Zealand.

To be the creative capital - for credibility -has to apply across all

activities not just some. That is reaching beyond the usual for answers
using more collaborative thinking, more proaction, challenging ortho-

. doxies.
. . n . : . .
Consider 1ncomelequallty with its societal effects on each of us.
In 2011 at a meeting at Tawa Union Church,candidates were asked how is

your party policy addressing this disparity?® R.W.E.said growing the ec-
onomy was causing the disparity and if the economy grew more more the
disparity would increase. He asked did candidates have other ways than
GDP to measure an economy. The Green's candidate described G.P.I.Genu-
ine Progress Indicator. The Regional Council has been working on GPI
applications,have councillors been following this? There can be "Pros-

perity Without Growth" - See Tim Jackson, Earthscan, 20009.
Behind the economy is where does the money come from and where does it
go to? The major banks have near 90% of the money-making business - is-

n't that money out of nothing with interest added - a headline "Banks
Take $3bn profit overseas." (That whooshing sound you can hear is money

leaving the country.)
How can Council fully explore the options of paying a living wage with-

ogt talking directly to government; to get government to use its Public
Finance Act 1989 or update the Reserve Bank Act?

Everywhere councils struggle to cut costs but cutting debt gets the blind

eye. Private ownership of public debt is wrong and makes us all slaves
to financial institutions and their ilk. The Minister of Finance could
use Part Six of the Public Finance Act 1989 to borrow from any source

on any terms to suit the public interest.

Council is asking for a report on a living wage for Council staff. This
bureaucratic process , some would sa??% symptom of bureau pathology - the
malfunctions thet big organisations can have. Unless Council deals with

the causal roots - the debt payments that Council h:zs to pay, how can
Council fully explore the options of paying a living wage to staff?
Churches are concerned, Tawa Union, Dr.Mayman and now the Pope, and

many others because so often they are expected to deal with the social

: ) Consequences.
Isn"t this an occasion for the whole council and supporters to go to
Parliament, to request Government to use the authority it has to bring
into being funding at low interest through the powers it has, for Public
Good purposes(not profit), basic infrastructure, water supply,sewage
treatment, energy distribution, etc.

And this is an opportunity for Council to examine other banking systems;
to change to New Zealand banks, or establish its own bank,
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more than $1 million.

A High Court judgment means
Steve Garnett and Tracey Lynch
must pay Nelson Forests $488,944,
the Fire Service Commission
$571,593 and Waimea Rural Fire
Committee $31,289, plus interest
from 2009.

A seven-day deadline demand
from Nelson Forests expired on
Monday and the couple are al-
ready packing their possessions
but not wanting to move.

Fire Service national rural fire

- EFAvEY LyHGi
Devastated that
fire leaves them
with nothing.

officer Murray Dudfield said it
would also pursue payment. The
use of helicopters and contractors
had contributed to the cost of
fighting the fire and they needed
to be paid.

A public appeal, organised by a
friend, has opened to help the

Fodalng it
Kahurangi National Park, 13 year:
ago and built three tourist cabins
to run as a bed and breakfast.

In November 2009, Mr Garnett
dumped the ashes from a cabin
woodburner. That afternoon a fire,
driven by a strong breeze, spread
4.7 kilometres to the north, de-
stroying a forest owned by Nelson
Forests and a neighbouring home.

In the High Court decision, Jus-
tice Forrest Miller said the central
dispute was whether the dumped
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Council asked to
back living wage

KERRY McBRIDE

CAMPAIGNERS have asked Wel-
lington City Council to make the
capital the first New Zealand city
to embrace living wages.

A delegation of 20 people, plus
dozens of supporters, packed out a
council strategy and policy com-
mittee meeting yesterday to argue
for an increase in council staff
pay.

The Rev Margaret Mayman,
senior minister at St Andrew’s on
the Terrace, said Wellington often
helped to lead the way on social
issues. -

“We are here because we love
living in this beautiful and vibrant
city, and we want to participate
fully in all it has to offer our
citizens.”

She told committee members
that a truly liveable wage was
$18.40 an hour and that the council
should lead the charge.

She asked that the council pub-
licly endorse the campaign — and
support local businesses to be-
come living wage employers.

“Many workers living and
working in this city ... have low

pay. They need an income not to
just survive but to participate in
society.”

Council employee Mailiki Rah-
man, who is paid $13.85 an hour as
a cleaner, said he moved to New
Zealand from Malaysia two years
ago with his wife and young chil-
dren.

“It's been a struggle for us to
keep up with living costs to pro-
vide healthy food and give decent
clothes to our kids.

“I'm here to ask support for the
living wage. Our council can help
us make our way towards a better
and more decent life.”

Mayor Celia Wade-Brown said
she would work to make sure the
option of paying a living wage was
fully explored.

“If we want to be a people-
centred city and a living wage
city, then we will do all we can to
get there. Not every business will
be able to step up in this tough
economic time, but it's worth ex-
ploring.”

Councillors voted for a report
to be produced for the annual plan
on the cost of supporting or imple-
menting a living wage for all staff.

Putting their case: The living wage delegation makes its ple
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