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SUPPORTING INFORMATION TO THE CONSULTATION 
DOCUMENT: 2015-25 LTP FINANCIAL AND FUNDING 
POLICIES
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report presents the officers recommendations for the funding and financial 

policies. These policies have been reviewed by officers and informed by Councillors’ 
feedback at the 2015-25 Long-term Plan (LTP) funding workshops.  

Summary 
2. A review of the Revenue and Financing Policy and the funding targets for each activity 

was completed as part of the development of the LTP. The proposed changes to the 
policy and funding targets resulting from the LTP workshops are summarised below.

3. The Rates Remission and Postponement Policies have been reviewed and discussed 
during the LTP workshops. Some additional remissions are proposed to incentivise 
greenfield development, provide for natural disaster and emergency events and 
commercial water meter leaks. Small changes to rates penalty remissions are also 
proposed. 

4. The Investment and Liability Management policies have been reviewed and some 
minor changes are proposed (discussed below). 

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note the changes to the Revenue and Financing Policy included as attachment 1. 

3. Note the summary of the Revenue and Financing Policy compliance discussed at 
workshops included as attachment 2. 

4. Note the changes to the Rates Remission Policy included as attachment 3. 

5. Note the changes to the Rates Postponement Policy included as attachment 4. 

6. Note the changes to the Investment and Liability Management Policy included as 
attachment 5. 

7. Note the proposed changes to fees and charges discussed at workshops included as 
attachment 6. 

8. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the draft Revenue and Financing Policy as 
outlined in attachment 1 (subject to any necessary amendments to obtain Audit NZ 
approval) as a supporting document to be consulted alongside the 2015-25 Long-term 
Plan consultation document. 

9. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the draft Rates Remission Policy as outlined 
in attachment 3 (subject to any necessary amendments to obtain Audit NZ approval) as 
a supporting document to be consulted alongside the 2015-25 Long-term Plan 
consultation document. 
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10. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the draft Rates Postponement Policy as 
outlined in attachment 4 (subject to any necessary amendments to obtain Audit NZ 
approval) as a supporting document to be consulted alongside the 2015-25 Long-term 
Plan consultation document. 

11. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the draft Investment and Liability 
Management policies as outlined in attachment 5 (subject to any necessary 
amendments to obtain Audit NZ approval) as a supporting document to be consulted 
alongside the 2015-25 Long-term Plan consultation document. 

12. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the proposed fees and charges as outlined in 
attachment 6 as a supporting document to be consulted alongside the 2015-25 Long-
term Plan consultation document. 

Background
Funding and Financial Policies 
5. The Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) requires Councils to adopt a Revenue and 

Financing Policy that provides detail on the funding of operational and capital 
expenditure. This policy illustrates which parts of the community benefits and pays for 
Council’s activities. It does this by explaining the proportion of each Council activity to 
be funded by user charges, other revenue (e.g. NZ Transport Agency subsidies), rates 
(targeted and general rates) or borrowings.

6. The costs, income, and funding requirements for each of Council’s activities are 
reviewed annually to assess compliance with the funding targets set out in the 
Revenue and Financing Policy e.g. the proportion funded from rates versus non-rates 
income.

7. A review of the policy and the funding targets for each activity is completed as part of 
the long-term plan.

8. Section 102 of the LGA also allows or requires Council to adopt funding and financial 
policies on rates remissions, rates postponement, liability management, and 
investments. 

Discussion
Revenue and Financing Policy – Activity Funding 

9. Officers’ recommendations for each activity have been summarised into the following 
tables in attachment 2:
1.1. Compliant activities (within 5% policy band and less than $100k variance) 
1.2. Non-compliant activities (outside 5% policy band or more than $100k variance) 

a. Permit temporary non-compliance 
b. Changes to fees and charges 
c. Changes to policy 

1.3. New activities proposed. 

10. For each non-compliant activity officers considered a range of remedial actions 
including: 

Considering changes to the service offering or expenditure on the activity 
Increasing utilisation and throughput 
Increasing user charges to improve policy compliance 
Amending the policy to change the user charge proportion 
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Leaving the policy unchanged and noting temporary non-compliance with policy. 

11. A full list of recommended changes to Fees and Charges is contained in attachment 6.

12. Compliance snapshot:

Category Number
of

Activities

Non-rates
income

Compliance gap $ 
(positive means more 

rates funding required) 

Impact of 
proposed fee 

changes

Compliant activities 42 $4,750k ($145k) - 

Temporary non-
compliance 10* $19,018k* ($182k)* - 

Changes to fees 8 $27,735k $569k $401k 

Changes to policy 6 $11,278k** $244k** - 

New activities and 
policies 5 $14,666k ($14,666k) - 

*Excludes Parking and Housing 

**Swimming Pools and Public Health Regulations have been counted twice - as part of 
both ‘policy’ and ‘fee’ categories 

Other Revenue and Financing Policy Considerations 

General Rates Differential Review 
13. The general rate differential and its impact on Council rates have been reviewed to 

assess whether the ratio of the differential at 2.8:1 Commercial: Residential is still 
appropriate. At 2.8:1 the differential split of total rates is approximately 56% Residential 
44% Commercial rates. Officers are not proposing a change in the rates differential.

Targeted Water Rates 
14. Targeted water rates are based on the aggregated cost of the activities 2.3.1 Water 

Network and 2.3.2 Water Collection and Treatment. The total rates funding requirement 
for the activities has decreased by 2.5% compared to 2014/15, mainly due to 
reductions in depreciation and interest costs as a result of the latest asset revaluations. 
As a result, the water rating mechanisms will on average decrease by 2.5%. 

Weathertight Homes Rates Funding 
15. The Council has provided for a significant liability of around $50m to settle claims 

associated with weather-tight homes issues. Due to the quantum of the liability, Council 
currently uses borrowings in the first instance to meet these costs, with the associated 
borrowing subsequently being repaid through rates funding. This is to spread the cost 
and ensure that the affordability of any rates funding requirement is considered and 
managed. The funding of this liability was previously planned to take place 
progressively over eight years. Officers are proposing to extend the repayment period 
to reflect the change in the rate of settlement of the claims.
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Rating Mechanisms 

New targeted rate for Khandallah Business Improvement District 
16. A new targeted rate is being proposed to be included in the LTP under the terms of the 

Business Improvement District Policy, for $20,000 + GST to be applied to commercially 
rated properties in the Khandallah Business Improvement District area.

17. Liability for this rate will be calculated as a rate per dollar of rateable capital value.

18. This rate has been incorporated into the Financial and Funding statements and the 
draft Funding Impact Statements presented to the Committee in Report 10.

Rates Remission Policy 
19. The Council’s existing Rates Remission Policy has been reviewed and a number of 

remission options evaluated. The key changes to the policy are summarised below: 

Remission for Buildings Removed from the Earthquake Prone Building List 
Additional clauses have been added to the policy to provide clarification on the 
calculation of the valuation uplift as a result of seismic strengthening.  

Rates Remission extension for Metered Water Rates
Council currently provides a rates remission for water usage arising from a leak 
to voluntary residential metered water ratepayers only. It is proposed to extend 
the existing metered water rates remission to all non-residential metered water 
ratepayers, provided the property owner fixes the leak within a reasonable 
timeframe. 

Rates Remission for Natural Disasters and Emergencies
Council currently does not have a remission in place for natural disaster and 
emergency events. A rates remission will be proposed to provide relief to 
ratepayers where such an event affects one or more rating units’ capacity to be 
inhabited, used or otherwise occupied for an extended period of time, for 
example, the Priscilla Crescent landslip or buildings needing to be closed due to 
earthquake. The level of remission and criteria will be determined by Council 
depending on the nature and severity of individual events and available funding 
at the time.

Rates Remission for new residential greenfield developments
The policy has been updated to include a short-term rates remission for new 
residential greenfield development of 30 or more allotments (or dwellings where it 
is proposed that the dwellings will be unit-titled) in the Lower Stebbings and 
Lincolnshire-Woodridge Special Housing Areas, as agreed in principle by 
Committee on 27 August 2014. The remission would result in between $80,000 - 
$120,000 of rates redistributed per annum. 

Amendment to Rates Penalty Remission
Council’s existing rates penalty remission has been amended to enable a 
remission to be considered if it is the first time the penalty has been applied in a 
three year period, and payment of the total rates due is made within 14 days or 
an agreement has been made with Council on a reasonable timeframe for 
payment.  
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Delegations
Decisions relating to the remission of rates are currently delegated to the Chief 
Executive, the Chief Financial Officer, and the Manager Financial Accounting. For 
administrative efficiency, officers are proposing that this be amended to provide 
the Rates Team Leader with the delegation to authorise or decline rate 
remissions based on existing policy parameters, up to the value of $500.00 per 
rating unit. 

Investment and Liability Management Policies 
20. The Council’s existing Investment and Liability Management Policies have been 

reviewed and three minor changes are recommended to the Liability Management 
Policy. The key changes to the policy are summarised below: 

Fixed rate maturity profile. A change of the minimum cover of all 3 bands of the 
fixed rate maturity profile from 20% minimum to 15% minimum. This will increase 
the level of flexibility of maturity dates of hedging and fixed rate bonds across the 
3 time band over the term of the debt. This reflects the different timeframe of 
each band being 3, 2 and 5 years.  

Liquidity. A change of liquidity ratio from ‘110% of projected peak borrowing 
levels over the following 12 months’ to ‘115% of existing external debt level’.  This 
change is proposed due to the current liquidity level relying on accurate 
forecasting of debt positions. With the historic level of capex carry forwards, 
compliance with this measure has resulted in an over provision of liquidity. The 
change of this measure will ensure a more appropriate level of liquidity is 
obtained, informed by current borrowing levels. 

Borrowing limits. Of the five prudential borrowing measures, a change to remove 
the net borrowing as a percentage of equity is proposed. This measure is not an 
accurate measure of prudential borrowing and is inconsistent with the Revenue 
and Financing Policy funding of assets. Auckland Council has also recently 
removed this measure from their LTP. 

 
 

Attachments
Attachment 1. LTP Draft Revenue & Financing Policy   Page 313
Attachment 2. LTP Revenue & Financing Policy Compliance   Page 412
Attachment 3. LTP Draft Rates Remission Policy   Page 430
Attachment 4. LTP Draft Rates Postponement Policy   Page 441
Attachment 5. LTP Draft Investment & Liability Management Policy   Page 443
Attachment 6. LTP Proposed Fee Changes   Page 451
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
Subject to Council approval, the variances proposed and decisions made on this report will 
be consulted on with the community through the 2015-25 Long-term Plan consultation 
process. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Targeted consultation will be undertaken with Iwi as part of the 2015-25 Long-term Plan 
consultation process using existing relationship channels. 

Financial implications 
This report discusses the key financial and funding policy considerations for the 2015-25 
Long-term Plan. These underpin the financial forecasts in the LTP and therefore decisions 
made on these documents will impact on our operational and capital expenditure forecasts. 
The impact of these decisions and recommendations of this report are significant. 

Policy and legislative implications 
This report meets all statutory requirements under the Local Government Act 2002, and is 
consistent with Council policy. Specific changes to Council policies recommended within the 
report will be consulted upon as part of the 2015-25 Long-term Plan consultation process. 

Risks / legal  
This report meets all statutory requirements under the Local Government Act 2002. Legal 
advice has been obtained for changes to financial and funding policies suggested in this 
report. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
Implications of climate change have been considered in relation to the 2015-25 Long-term 
Plan, and therefore funding implications as related to the strategy and policies. 

Communications Plan 
Communication will be through the 2015-25 Long-term Plan communication plan. 
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION TO THE CONSULTATION 
DOCUMENT: 2015-25 LTP FINANCIAL AND FUNDING 
STATEMENTS 
 
 

Purpose 
1. The purpose of this report is to recommend to the Governance, Finance and Planning 

Committee the draft financial and funding statements as supporting documents to the 
Consultation Document. 

2. This report includes the following attachments: 
Indicative Financial Statements and Statement of Significant Accounting Policies 
(attachment 1) 
Funding Impact Statements (attachment 2) 
Significant Forecasting Assumptions (attachment 3) 
“What it Costs” Statements (attachment 4). 

Summary 
3. This report seeks agreement of the Committee to recommend the supporting 

documents for the Consultation Document 2015-25 Long-term Plan to Council for 
adoption.   

 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information.  

2. Agree to recommend to Council that it is prudent to forecast a surplus in 2015/16 as 
detailed in this report. 

3. Agree to recommend to Council the Indicative Financial Statements and Statement of 
Significant Accounting Policies (included as attachment 1 to this report) for 
consultation.  

4. Agree to recommend to Council the Funding Impact Statements (included as 
attachment 2 to this report) for consultation. 

5. Agree to recommend to Council the Significant Forecasting Assumptions (included as 
attachment 3 to this report). 

6. Note that the “What it Costs” Statements included in attachment 4 will form part of the 
activity statements summarised in the Consultation Document and detailed in the 2015-
25 Long-term Plan.  

7. Note the following statements will form part of the supporting information for the 2015-
25 Long-term Plan Consultation Document: 

Funding Impact Statements 
Financial Statements 
Statements of Significant Accounting Policies 
Significant forecasting assumptions. 

8. Note that any changes arising as part of these deliberations will be incorporated into 
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the final statements presented to the Council meeting on 25 February 2015. 

9. Agree to delegate to the Chief Executive the authority to make any editorial changes to 
all relevant financial documents to reflect the decisions of this meeting, and include any 
necessary amendments to obtain Audit NZ approval, for consideration at the Council 
meeting on 25 February 2015. 

 

Background
4. The Council is required under the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) to adopt Financial 

Statements and Funding Impact Statements prior to the adoption of the Consultation 
Document.  The Funding and Financial Statements attached are based on the project 
and programmes outlined in Report 7 and are informed by the Financial Strategy 
(Report 6) and significant forecasting assumptions (as included in attachment 3 to this 
report). 

5. The Governance Finance and Planning Committee has considered the significant 
forecasting assumptions at the committee meeting on the 10th of December 2014 

Discussion
Explanation of the Council’s 2015/16 net surplus 
6. The proposed Long-term Plan shows a budgeted surplus of $18.927 million in 2015/16.  

The majority of this surplus is due to the $34.277 million of income that the Council is 
forecasting to receive from third parties to pay for capital expenditure.  As a result, 
these funds are not available to offset rates.  This is offset by $16.514 million of 
operating expenditure (depreciation) which is not funded as per the Council’s Financial 
Strategy.  Other items impacting on the forecast surplus include: 

Items where the Council is rating for repayment of debt (e.g. weathertight homes) 
Items where operating expenditure is proposed to be funded from prior year 
surpluses (e.g. Economic Development Fund) 
Items where operating expenditure is spread over the period of benefit received 
by the ratepayer (e.g. Ocean Exploration Centre) 

EXPLANATION OF SURPLUS
$000's

Less expenditure not funded under section 100 of
LGA:
NZTA Transport funded projects (8,873)
General (834)
Clearwater sewerage treatment plant (2,955)
Decommissioned Living Earth joint venture plant (198)
Wellington Waterfront Limited Depreciation (3,654)
Total expenditure not funded under section 100 of
LGA (16,514)

Revenue received for capital purposes
NZTA capital funding 13,356
Movement in housing ring fenced surplus/(deficit) (2,974)
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Housing capital grant 20,668
Development contributions 2,000
Bequests, trust and other external funding 1,226
Total Revenue received for capital purposes 34,277

Items funded from prior year surpluses
Economic Development Fund (3,000)
Lyall Bay operational grant (350)
Total items funded from prior year surplus (3,350)

Additional items
Weathertight Homes funding 7,560
Ocean Exploration Centre funding (6,000)
Alex Moore Park funding (221)
Software funding (1,079)
Waste minimisation activity 4
Reserves purchases and development fund (39)
Unrealised fair value adjustment for loans and
receivables 624
Fair value movement on investment properties 3,665
Total additional items 4,514

Total Surplus 18,927

 
 

Attachments
Attachment 1. Indicative Financial Statements and Statement of Significant 

Accounting Policies   
Page 463

Attachment 2. Funding Impact Statements   Page 484
Attachment 3. Significant Forecasting Assumptions   Page 513
Attachment 4. What it Costs Statements   Page 527
  
 
Author Brendan Eckert, Team Leader Financial Planning
Authoriser Andy Matthews, Chief Financial Officer
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
Consultation will be undertaken as part of the 2015-25 Long-term Plan 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Targeted consultation will be undertaken with iwi as part of the 2015-25 Long-term Plan. 

Financial implications 
The financial implications are set out within this report 

Policy and legislative implications 
This report is consistent with Council policy.  Specific changes to Council policies 
recommended within report will be consulted upon as part of the 2015-25 Long-term Plan 
consultation process. 

Risks / legal  
This report meets statutory requirements under the LGA under Section 93  
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
Included in the LTP considerations and proposed. 

Communications Plan 
Communication will be through the 2015-25 Long-term Plan communication plan. 
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LONG TERM PLAN 2015-2025: PRELIMINARY CONSULTATION 
DOCUMENT
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report provides a preliminary draft of the content for the Long-term Plan 2015-25 

consultation document.  It is subject to editorial changes as a consequence of 
decisions on other matters on this agenda. 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Recommend to Council the Long-term Plan 2015-2025 Consultation Document as 
attached in attachment 1 for adoption (subject to any changes that arise from decisions 
on other matters on this agenda). 

3. Delegate to the Mayor and Chief Executive the ability to make editorial changes to the 
document to reflect decisions made at this meeting or requirements that might arise 
through audit review process.  

 

Discussion
2. The Long-term Plan 2015-25 is subject to consultation.  Legislation prescribes that a 

consultation document must be prepared that covers the major issues facing the city.  It 
must be presented in a concise and simple manner.  There are limits on what can be 
contained.  Legislation states that it must not contain, for example, the full financial 
strategy or unnecessary detail.  

3. The draft consultation document, attached as attachment 1, provides a sound basis for 
engagement with the public.  It builds on the mayoral overview that was adopted in 
principle in December.  This set out the main issue:  the clear choice between a 
business as usual path and an invest to grow programme.  It outlines rates and debt 
impacts and the overall context for that choice.  The document has now been updated 
to reflect the key projects – the service changes – that contribute to the invest to grow 
programme. 

4. These projects have been grouped into meaningful and tangible themes.  While the 
primary issue for the consultation is whether or not to invest in growth, the inclusion of 
these projects allows the public to also comment on their merits.  

5. The projects illustrate the breadth of investment that the Council is proposing.  While 
they  collectively contribute to economic growth, they also span social, environmental 
and cultural dimensions:   

A longer airport runway: bringing in more international visitors, and enhancing 
business and education connections. 
Screen & tech industries: supporting smart and sustainable economic growth. 
Inner city regeneration: promoting housing and a vibrant inner city. 
Revitalise the Civic Square precinct: a national music hub, more activity, and a 
strengthened Town Hall. 
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Reigniting our sense of place through creative events and public space 
improvements. 
Strengthening town centres: creating liveable communities and accommodating 
growth. 
New and improved venues for music, sport, and conventions. 
New visitor attractions: celebrating Wellington’s culture and environment. 
Improved management of key infrastructure: for greater efficiency, and better 
environmental and social outcomes. 
Use smart technology to reduce energy use, make streets safer, and make parking 
easier 
Real transport choices for an efficient, sustainable and safe transport network. 

6. The consultation document notes that the projects are at different stages and that 
some in the out years remain subject to decisions on business cases.  

7. The consultation document (attached to this report) is preliminary.  It reflects the 
mayor’s introduction of the plan and the principle agreement made by this committee in 
December.   It is subject to editorial change as a result of decisions at this meeting.  It 
is also subject to review by Audit NZ.  The final consultation document will be 
presented to Council.   

8. Other material will be available to the public during the consultation period.  This covers 
specific subject areas and technical matters where people want more information.  This 
includes: 

Infrastructure Strategy; 
Financial Strategy; 
Urban Growth Plan (implementation plan); 
draft statements of service performance; 
draft funding impact statements and financial policies; and 
Civic Square Revitalisation statement of proposal. 

9. The Civic Square Revitalisation project is the subject of its own statement of proposal.  
This is because it relates to a strategic asset – the Civic Square – and leases that 
trigger legislative requirements.  This is covered in a separate report on this agenda.  

10. The consultation process will run between 13 March and 17 April with hearings held 
after that time.  The approach to consultation was agreed by this committee on 10 
December 2014. 

11. The committee agreed as part of that report to a single hearings committee.  It also 
requested that methods to make hearings more effective be provided.   These methods 
include: 

Ensuring some hearing sessions are themed to provide presenters with views on 
similar topics are able to hear others points.   

Providing discussion slots in-between hearing topic. These slots can be used for 
informal interaction with submitters.  

Effective meeting practices: being attentive, engaging the submitters to draw out 
their insights, providing explanation for the next steps in the process.      
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Attachments
Attachment 1. LTP Consultation Document   Page 535
  
 
Author Brian Hannah, Director Strategy and External Relations
Authoriser Brian Hannah, Director Strategy and External Relations
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
This report provides material to support a special consultative procedure. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Treaty matters are covered by another report on this agenda.  

Financial implications 
Financial elements of this report will be updated/populated as a consequence of other items on this 
agenda. 

Policy and legislative implications 
This report fulfils the Council’s obligations in terms of the preparation of a Consultation Document as 
set out in the LGA.  It states the key issue, options, and implications (i.e. projects, and rates and 
borrowings impacts) of agreeing to an invest to grow programme.   

Risks / legal  
The document has been reviewed against legislative requirements 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
Not applicable. 

Communications Plan 
The consultation plan was previously agreed by Committee.   
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CHAIR’S REVIEW – ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ARTS 
COMMITTEE
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines the Economic Growth and Arts Committee programme to 

December 2014. 
 

Recommendation 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

Purpose of the Committee 
2. The focus of the Committee is on sustainable long-term economic growth, increased 

employment, promoting the city’s visitor attractions, delivering high-quality major events 
and supporting the development of smart businesses in the city. The Committee will 
also work to build Wellington’s unique identity, bolster business confidence, raise the 
city’s international profile, and ensure Wellington continues to be New Zealand’s arts 
and culture capital by supporting a range of opportunities for entertainment and 
expression.  There is a continuing focus on the ICT and Digital sector. 

3. As well as its general areas of responsibility, the Committee has specific responsibility 
for: 

arts partnership (Toi P neke) 
community arts and cultural support 
city promotion, major events, and attractions 
business support 
galleries and museums 
the following council controlled organisations/other organisations: 
o Basin Reserve Trust (BRT) 
o Positively Wellington Tourism (PWT) 
o Positively Wellington Venues Limited (PWV) 
o Wellington Museums Trust (WMT) 
o Wellington Regional Stadium Trust 
o Wellington International Airport Ltd (WIAL) 
The following council grants: 
o Business Improvement District Development Fund 
o Arts and Culture Fund 

4. A key function of the Committee is to oversee the progress of the 2011 Economic 
Development Strategy (EDS).  The EDS was developed with considerable input from 
business, Crown agencies, and community interests.  When it was adopted in 
December 2011 the EDS had overwhelming support from the commercial sector and 
councillors.   

5. The EDS has four key platforms that lay out a vision for a vibrant city and provide a 
roadmap of tangible initiatives and projects to achieve the EDS’s objectives.   These 
key platforms are: 
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Destination Wellington – developing and promoting the City to attract the 
visitors, skilled people, business and investment needed to achieve greater 
prosperity including through events, amenities and promotional activities  
Smart capital – generating a significant proportion of future economic growth 
from smart, innovative, knowledge-intensive businesses  
Connected capital – increasing physical and virtual connectivity within the 
region, with other parts of New Zealand and internationally 
Open for business – delivering the Council’s services with a “can do” attitude, 
providing a quality built and business environment where it is easy, efficient and 
affordable to invest and do business.  

Committee’s work July 2014 to December 2014
6. During the six months covered by this report the Committee has focussed on: 
 

The progress of the Wellington Economic Development Strategy (WEDS) – 
including monitoring economic performance against the objectives and targets in 
the Strategy 
Monitoring progress of major project proposals and initiatives (including the 8 big 
ideas) and preparation for the 2015-25 Long Term Plan 
Governance and oversight of the CCOs for which it is responsible 
Reviewing Toi Poneke. 

7. In addition, the Committee received reports on the Arts Portfolio from Councillor 
Ahipene-Mercer, agreed funding allocations for the Arts and Culture Fund, received an 
update on the Te Papa Agreement, and was briefed by the Mayor on her visit to China 
and Japan. 

 
Progress with the Wellington Economic Development Strategy (WEDS) 
8. The Committee was briefed on progress in implementing the WEDS and trends in the 

City’s economic development.  We have established economic research and evaluation 
capability within Council to keep a close eye on performance and economic trends.  
This includes quarterly reporting that tracks many key economic indicators. 

9. Overall, the City’s performance is strong, coming out of unfavourable economic 
conditions overseas.  While not as rapid as the economies of Christchurch (driven by 
the earthquake rebuild) and Auckland (driven by historically high net migration), 
Wellington’s GDP grew at a healthy 1.7% in the year to September 2014.  This is close 
to New Zealand’s long-term average and superior to many developed economies like 
Japan, the UK, Denmark and Sweden.   

 
Some other major highlights include: 

 
GDP per capita for Wellington City increased 1.3% to $88,000 - close to the all-
time high. This is nearly double the New Zealand GDP per capita figure of 
$45,000. Wellington City’s GDP per capita growth has averaged 1% since 2012 
and we are on-target to achieve the WEDS goal of a 10% increase in GDP per 
capita by 2021. 

 
Nearly 6,000 new jobs were created in Wellington City from January 2011 to 
December 2014. While this is below the 2,000 new jobs per annum required to 
reach the WEDS target for job growth, it is consistent with employment being a 
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lagging indicator when an economy starts to improve. If the current employment 
growth rate (past year) continues until the end of 2015 then it is estimated that 
around 9,200 new jobs will have been created over the 5 year period; a little 
under the WEDS target of 10,000 new jobs.  

 
72% of new jobs being created are in smart, knowledge intensive businesses, 
meaning we are exceeding the 50% target set in the WEDS. 

10. This is a positive story and a major improvement on 2011.  It is important that the 
Council tells this story, not only to acknowledge the city’s achievements, but also 
because there is a vibrant and strong economy in Wellington that will be attractive to 
new investors and individuals; provided they know the positive things going on here.   

11. Wellington’s economy remains dependent on relatively few sectors particularly 
Government, financial services and ICT.  While these are high-value sectors, there is a 
need to build greater resilience into the Wellington economy by diversifying through 
growing sectors like education services, tourism, accommodation and food, the 
creative arts sectors, and possibly high value manufacturing.   

12. Destination Wellington is an important initiative to proactively promote Wellington as a 
destination for new business, people and investment.  Council has funded this initiative 
with $2 million per year over the next 10 years.   

13. The Committee was also briefed on investments made under the Wellington Economic 
Initiatives Development Fund. The fund was established in 2013 and has $6.6 million 
available to support economic development initiatives.  So far $5.5 million has been 
committed to 20 projects out to 2019.  70 percent of the projects have been to support 
events, and a healthy 30 percent of funding has been allocated to supporting business 
growth and attracting new businesses to the city.  Initiatives supported thus far include: 
the Summer of Tech initiative to facilitate nearly 360 tech internships, the Jazz festival, 
the football united tour, the Gillies McIndoe Research Institute, and the Cricket World 
Cup. 

14. Another major initiative was bringing together the Council’s economic development 
activity under a single integrated organisation and combining this with the activities of 
the Greater Wellington Regional Council.   

15. The new organisation, the Wellington Regional Economic Development Agency 
(WREDA) will better utilise resources and foster greater coordination across the many 
economic development activities we support.  WREDA has already attracted a board 
with exceptional business talent and is now looking for its first chief executive.  
Included within WREDA are the CCO’s, Positively Wellington Tourism and Positively 
Wellington Venues and also the activities of Major Events and Destination Wellington.  
As a consequence the Committee’s role in monitoring these entities and activities will 
fall within WREDA.  

16. The Committee was also briefed on the events programme planned for 2014/15.  There 
is a busy and varied events calendar planned, with the Council involved in the funding 
and/or delivery of over 90 events. 

 
Major projects and initiatives – the 8 Big Ideas and the next step in the EDS 
17. The implementation of the EDS has logically identified a number of major projects and 

initiatives that need to be advanced if Wellington’s full economic potential is to be 
achieved.  This includes the 8 big ideas which are a tangible outcome of the Strategy.  
For example, Wellington cannot be a truly connected city if people cannot easily 
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physically connect to North Asia and North America.  Growing a smart capital means 
facilitating physical locations where innovative, knowledge-intensive businesses can 
hub to share ideas and resources; and making Wellington a destination means having 
infrastructure, attractions and venues that people and businesses expect in a leading 
city. 

18. At each of its meetings the Committee received progress reports on the Council’s 
proposed major projects (the new Convention Centre, a new covered events venue, 
new film museum, runway extension, a war and peace museum, and tech precinct) 
which are the next step in making the EDS a reality.   

19. These projects are at various stages of development and, like all large investments, are 
going through a rigorous business case process.  Projects will only be advanced where 
supported by the business case. 

20. Key actions over the period have been Council funding to support the resource consent 
process for the runway extension and approval of the arrangements to facilitate the 
convention centre and hotel development.  The latter initiative is now subject to further 
development with respect to commercial investors, but the Council’s package of 
support remains available to support development of the convention centre.   

21. Considerable progress has also been made on the tech hub initiative and work has 
started to evaluate the feasibility of a new covered events venue. 

22. The Basin Reserve Trust made significant progress in developing the master-plan for 
the future of the Basin and Councillors participated in a briefing and workshop in 
December.    

23. The next key steps for the major projects is the on-going development of business 
cases and provision has been made within the draft 2015-2025 Long Term Plan to 
advance those projects. 

 
Governance and oversight of the CCOs / organisations for which it is responsible 
24. The Committee received and reviewed annual reports for the 2013/14 financial year 

for: 
Basin Reserve Trust 
Wellington Regional Stadium Trust 
Museums Trust  
Positively Wellington Venues 
Positively Wellington Tourism 

25. The Committee also reviewed quarterly reports for the September quarter from a 
number of organisations for which it is responsible. 

26. The Committee considered and agreed letters of expectation for the Museums Trust, 
Basin Reserve Trust and Wellington Regional Stadium Trust.  These letters outline the 
key messages and general issues that CCOs will be asked to discuss as part of their 
2015/16 Statement of Intent.    

Review and extension of Toi Poneke 
27. Toi P neke was established in 2005 and is an arts hub, providing facilities for 

established, emerging and community arts practitioners.  The first lease renewal for the 
facilities is due in November 2015, so a review was undertaken in anticipation of this. 
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28. The Committee found strong support for Toi P neke and good evidence from users 
that it is generally meeting its objectives.  There are areas for possible improvement, so 
along with agreeing in principal to extend the lease for a 5-year term, the Committee 
also asked officers to do further work on the objectives, monitoring and services 
provided under the initiative. 

 
Focus over the next six months 
29. The Council has a key focus on economic development (growth and diversification) 

over the coming year.  The Committee will have an important role to play in the 
oversight and governance of the Council’s economic development agenda.   

30. Continuing to monitor and champion major projects as they progress through the 
business case process and on to implementation will be a key focus.  For example, the 
business case for the tech hub is expected shortly.   

31. In terms of events for the City it is going to be a big year for sports and cultural events 
with the ICC Cricket World Cup (February-March), FIFA U20 World Cup (May-June), 
Wellington’s 150th birthday as the nation’s capital (26 July), the 100th anniversary of 
Gallipoli (25 April) and CubaDupa (28-29 March), and the Sevens (in an Olympic year) 
among the events planned.   

32. While the events programme is exciting for the coming year, there is scope to take a 
look at our events programme to ensure it is still meeting its economic development 
objectives and the City’s needs, noting that WREDA will assume responsibility for 
Major Events.  In the meantime work will not stop on negotiations to attract a number of 
major and exciting events to the city.   

33. The establishment of WREDA is an exciting development for the City and the region.  
The Committee will want to ensure there is a smooth transition to the new structure and 
that the best possible advantage is captured from this initiative.  We will also be looking 
forward to developing a relationship with the new Chief Executive once she or he is 
appointed.   

 

 
 
 

Attachments
Nil 
 
Author Councillor Jo Coughlan, Chair
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CHAIR'S REVIEW - COMMUNITY, SPORT AND RECREATION 
COMMITTEE
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report provides the Chair’s review of the Community, Sport and Recreation 

Committee work against its purpose and responsibilities to December 2014. 
 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

The Purpose of the Committee 
 

2. The purpose of this Committee is to build strong, safe and healthy communities that 
improve the quality of life for Wellingtonians. The Committee is responsible for social 
infrastructure (including social housing) social cohesion, encouraging healthy lifestyles, 
supporting local community events, protecting public safety; and the provision of a wide 
range of recreation and sporting facilities such as marinas, libraries, sports fields and 
the golf course for residents and visitors to use and enjoy. 
 

The Committee’s focus to December 2014 
 

3. The focus of the Committee has been to understand the issues and opportunities that 
rest within its areas of responsibility.  We have received briefings – both formal and 
informal – on a wide range of issues which will inform part of the Committee’s ongoing 
work programme.   

 
Updates were provided on the: 

Graffiti Management Plan 
Johnsonville Library Expansion/Community Hub Update 
Urban Agriculture 
Provisional Local Alcohol Policy Appeals 
City Housing Portfolio Assessment Framework  
The Kaka Project  Brooklyn Area Community Planning 

 
Policies being undertaken include: 

Social Housing Service Policy - Rental Policy Review 
Draft Local Approved Products Policy (restricting where any legal psychoactive 
products may be sold in future). 
 

4. The committee also had a paper on the 2014 Sport and Recreation Forum that was 
held in August and it fully distributed the Social and Recreation Fund. A presentation 
was also made by UNICEF on Child Friendly Cities. Officers suggested a review of the 
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School Pool Partnership Funding Programme before allocating further funding.  The 
Annual Report for the Accessibility Action Plan was presented. 

The Committee’s focus for the next six months 
5. Strategy: The development of an overarching social strategy will be an important focus 

this coming year. The primary aim is to ensure the City has a sharper focus on the 
social issues impacting on Wellingtonians. A scoping paper on the work is expected in 
March. There is also a desire to better understand the work of other social agencies so 
Council can support and contribute to the work they do in the City. Relationships with 
the social sectors also need to be built and a Social Issues Forum is proposed. 

 

6. Housing: We are currently reviewing Council’s Housing Policy including reviewing the 
rental policy for our social housing stock and the Business Model for our housing 
operations.  These are related projects.  They are important due to changes in social 
housing frameworks by the Government and to ensure the Council’s housing portfolio 
is both sustainable and continues to provide high quality social housing that is 
affordable for the tenant.  The Committee also called for a piece of work to be 
developed in anticipation that the Government would announce the sale and transfer of 
its state housing stock.  This has come to fruition and a plan will be presented to the 
Committee. 

7. Psychoactive substances: The Government has implemented legislation governing 
Psychoactive Substances.  The Committee approved a draft policy and will undertake 
oral hearings in late February. The new legislation provides powers to TLAs to restrict 
the locations of where legal highs are sold and any policy would need to be in place by 
early 2015.  

8. Libraries: Work will continue towards planning the proposed new Johnsonville library as 
a priority as is future spending on community facilities in the long term plan.   

9. Alcohol: Appeals to the city’s local alcohol plan were upheld.  Options were presented 
to council on the next steps.  This will come back to the Committee in March. 

10. It is vital that the committee has a good understanding of the priorities for the long term 
plan and the funding for the City’s community and recreation facilities and services 
continue to provide value for money to our rate payers. 

Project priorities for the 2015-2025 Long-Term Plan 
11. The following are project principles for the 2015.25 LTP: 

Swimming Pools Partnership Fund – re-ignite the fund for those schools who 
have been working with council on their school pool proposals  
Social and Recreation Fund – there is overwhelming pressure from organisations 
applying for assistance and a recommendation for an increase in funding for 
those organisations that deliver our City outcomes will be considered as part of 
the LTP 
Additional pool space at the Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre, noting the link 
to new facilities for sporting codes on Kilbirnie Park and the possibility of a new 
community space 
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Community centre redevelopments for Aro Valley, Miramar, Strathmore Park and 
Newtown, noting the opportunity for a ‘Fale’ to be incorporated 
Karori Events Centre – the fundraising target has been met and this will now be 
funded accordingly 
Johnsonville Library funding secured and other library initiatives investigated 
Artificial turfs for the National Hockey Stadium (no. 3)  
Allocating funding for projects detailed in the 10 year plan for the Basin Reserve; 
and those in the future vision for the Westpac Stadium 
Establishing Maori, Pacific and ethnic Wardens in Wellington City 
Implementing ‘Village Plans’ for Brooklyn and other communities 
Implementing the alcohol and graffiti management strategies 
Expansion of our role and need for more social housing stock 
Increased grant funding to be sought to allow for the Living Wage to be paid to 
community centre co-ordinators, an increase in hours for some centres and 
additional training for centre staff and volunteers. 

 

 
 

Attachments
Nil 
 
Author Councillor Paul Eagle, Chair
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CHAIR'S REVIEW - ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines the progress of the Environment Committee against the Council 

work programme approved in February 2014 by Governance Finance and Planning 
Committee. 

 

Recommendation 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

The Purpose of the Committee 
2. The Committee has a focus on climate change initiatives, enhancing the city’s open 

spaces, protecting biodiversity in plant, bird and animal life, and ensuring there are high 
quality outdoor areas for residents and visitors to enjoy. The committee is also 
responsible for waste minimisation, energy efficiency and the three waters (drinking 
water, storm-water and wastewater). 

Highlights and successes: July 2014 - December 2015 

3. The last half of 2014 saw a number of successes including: 
Extensive consultation and a decision on the future of the Island Bay seawall.  
This is of particular note due to the unprecedented level of public involvement 
with the project. This led me to decide to trial holding oral hearings in the 
community to allow for greater public involvement. These oral hearings were held 
in December at the Island Bay Baptist Church and received positive feedback. 
Wellington won a bid to be part of the 100 Resilient Cities network supported by 
the Rockefeller Foundation which will give us access to $1m worth of expertise 
and resources to make our city more resilient.   
Approval of the Town Belt Bill which has now been sent to Parliament for their 
consideration after four years of careful detailed work and consultation, winning a 
commendation from the International Association of Public Participation for the 
processes of consultation.  A special thanks to Cr Ritchie for leading this process.   
Approval of a comprehensive management plan for the Botanic Gardens. 
Promulgation of a significant piece of work on Suburban Reserves which aims to 
protect reserves around the city for the future. 
Continued success of Wellington Zoo with the organisation continuing to meet its 
targets and to win awards. 
Zealandia also continues to build on its successes as the organisation repositions 
itself for the future. 
Approval of money from the Plimmer Trust to build the Children’s Garden and for 
the upgrade of Newlands Park. 
Introduced the Freedom Camping Bylaw. 
Considered changes to the Trading in Public Places Policy and confirmed the 
appropriateness of the existing Policy. 
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An MOU has been signed with the Crown and Port Nicholson Block Settlement 
trust to develop a joint vision with Government for Watts Peninsula. 
Approval of a new Biodiversity Strategy to go out for consultation.   
The Environment Committee have agreed to complete the Skyline track and 
agreed on an indicative route for the eastern side of Stebbings Valley. 
Reinstating the Collection and Transportation of Trade Waste Bylaw. 
Work done to reduce the scope of the extension of the Southern Landfill, 
enabling savings. We will also consider further options to reduce waste. 
An active role in the establishment of Wellington Water and the appointment of 
new directors to replace the previous councillor and mayoral representatives.   
Oversight of the Integrated Catchment Management Plans as they develop. 

4. I wish to thank my colleagues: Mayor Wade-Brown and Councillors Ahipene-Mercer, 
Foster, Free, Lee, Ritchie and Sparrow on the Committee for their hard work over the 
last six months, which have been demanding. The committee have steadily worked 
through numerous documents numbering hundreds of pages and led a number of 
projects. 

5. I’d also like to thank the public for their input in the numerous rounds of consultation 
and oral hearings we have had over the last six months.  This feedback has informed 
our thinking. Staff are also owed a big thanks for the enormous amount of work that 
they have had done for Council.   

Our Monitoring Programme 
6. We considered the annual reports for CCOs in October. We also reviewed the 

2014/2015 first quarter reports and the 2015/2016 letters of expectation to these 
organisations in November. We have had presentations to the committee from all three 
CCOs.  Regular meetings were also held with senior staff and board members. I am 
particularly pleased at the progress that Zealandia continues to make.   

7. Additional monitoring of Wellington Water is now done through the chair’s membership 
of the Wellington Water Committee.  The Committee is working well together and it is 
expected that it will be a useful forum to discuss future challenges in the management 
of the three waters.   

Operational matters and briefings 
8. The Committee has also had a range of public participation and briefings from other 

sector groups including Wellington Water and Greater Wellington.  Numerous meetings 
have been held with stakeholders and outside committees/organisations such as the 
Waste Forum, Porirua Harbour and Catchment Joint Committee (Harbour Committee) 
and the Animal Welfare Committee at Wellington Zoo.   

9. A number of decisions were made on licences and land transfers. 

Our Living City 
10. We considered a number of grant applications from the Our Living City Grant Fund 

including from Makara Mountain Bike Park Supporters, Places for Penguins, 
Transitions Towns Brooklyn and other small and worthwhile environmental projects.   

The Committee’s Portfolio work 
11. There are two portfolio leaders on the Committee: Cr Ritchie (Portfolio, Natural 

Environment) and Cr Lee (Climate Change).  Report back from the two councillors 
follows:  
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Climate Change 
100 Resilient Cities bid 

12. The successful bid by the city to become part of this international network will give the 
Council unprecedented access to international resources as we work towards 
becoming more resilient.  Given over 1000 cities applied to become part of this 
network, the acceptance of this bid is a real credit to our collective efforts in climate 
change, earthquake, community building and economic development area amongst 
others.  It is hoped that we will be able to employ a Chief Resilience Officer over the 
next few months to begin work on a number of projects which will assist with our overall 
resilience objectives.   

Smart Energy Challenge 

13. The Smart Energy Challenge 2014 was a big success. WCC won the Renewables 
Innovation Award at the 2014 NZI National Sustainable Business Network Awards in 
November 2014.  The Challenge created a platform for sharing knowledge and 
expertise, and combining networks and building new connections in Wellington. This 
was a fresh and innovative approach to issues, funding and project management.  We 
are now pleased to launch the Smart Energy Challenge 2015. This year we are up-
scaling the competition from three to five projects.  

Sea Level Rise 

14. The effects of climate change and the effects of sea level rise (SLR) are becoming 
more mainstream. We released Tonkin & Taylor’s Sea-Level Rise Options Analysis 
report in late 2014; it is a tool for understanding climate change and for decision-
making. It is consistent with approaches being developed in New Zealand and other 
countries. We are working with Waterfront Auckland, as they are very keen to follow 
our lead in SLR analysis and adaption planning. 

Schoolgen 

15. The Schoolgen programme is a renewable energy project. This is a partnership 
between Genesis Energy Ltd, WCC and schools in Wellington, to install solar 
photovoltaic (PV) panels in participating schools. 16 Wellington schools are now part of 
the programme, the largest number of any city in NZ. 

Other PV projects 

16. Requests for Proposal have been sought for the installations of solar PVs for both 
Wellington Zoo, and Te Whaea National Dance and Drama Centre. 

Natural Environment 
17. The focus of the natural environment portfolio has been on protecting, enhancing and 

celebrating our natural environment for present and future generations.  

18. The Portfolio Leader has led and ensured political and governance oversight of: 
The Town Belt Bill 
The review of the Botanic Gardens Management Plan which covers Otari-Wilton 
Bush, the Bolton Street Cemetery and the Truby King Park along with the 
Wellington Botanic Garden.   
Work towards the completion of the Outer Town Belt/Skyline 
The Plimmer  projects - Grasslees in Tawa; Alex Moore walkway around Alex 
Moore Park Johnsonville 
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Ensuring that commitments in Our Capital Spaces are met - specifically 
completion of the Outer Town Belt and securing funding for two important 
projects: the Children’s Garden and the upgrade of Newlands Park. The 
interactive Children’s Garden will facilitate creativity and learning about nature in 
a natural environment, “getting their hands dirty” and linking with schools, 
community gardens and Rongo  M ori projects there and in the community. 
Ensuring that Truby King House and Garden as part of the Botanical Gardens are 
open to better use and enhancement - with tenders now being called and 
suggesting  possible cooperation with the zoo 
The draft Biodiversity Strategy 
The draft Suburban Reserves Management Plan 
Living City grants 
Walking the talk…through our natural environment and reporting back to staff on 
track conditions 
Attending and being available to assist the Environment Reference Group; 
Zealandia Guardian meetings and the many various groups and individuals who 
voluntarily work at the grass and flax roots and who have helped to ensure the 
Outer Town Belt project come to fruition. 

The Key Focus for the next six months 
19. There are a number of key challenges to meet in the next six months and for the rest of 

the triennium.   

20. The Council has an objective of reducing the city’s Greenhouse gases by 30% over the 
next 5 years.  Further work needs to be done on the Climate Action Plan to give more 
specific guidance to Council on how this target could be achieved.   

21. In the waste area, the reduction in the scope of the landfill project is to be welcomed 
but much more work needs to be done to reduce business and residential waste.  Our 
approach to waste management in New Zealand continues to lag behind other 
countries.   

22. One of the key challenges in the water area will be to ensure that the investment mix is 
right.  Councillors will have some important decisions to make over the next few 
months.  Ensuring that our water infrastructure is resilient continues to be a challenge 
as well.   

23. In the natural environment area, there are a number of plans and policies to vote on 
and then implement.  Funding implications may also become more apparent as we 
work through the LTP.  Ensuring the successful passage of the Town Belt Bill will also 
be a priority as well as completing the Children’s Garden.   

24. The work programme includes: 
Careful scrutiny of expenditure in the environment area through the LTP process 
as well as ensuring the new Service Plans for waste and water and other relevant 
infrastructure are robust.   
Considering changes to the RMA and their impacts on water, waste and the 
natural environment 
Introduction of more water fountains 
Resolution on the Prince of Wales Reservoir issue 
More joint work with Porirua focused around the Harbour, especially through the 
Whaitua Committee 
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Looking at further opportunities to co-operate with other Councils on waste  
Progress on implementing the Water Sensitive Urban Design Protocols 
Ensuring the Town Belt Bill has a smooth passage through Parliament 
Ensuring that the Outer Town Belt track is completed by 2016 
Ensuring that the Children’s Garden is started in July 2015 and completed in 
September 2016 
Work towards the completion and opening of a major new recreation park-  
Spicer’s Recreation Park 
Reviewing Animal Control Bylaw 
Continuing to support the successful Enviroschools programme 
Finalising the Suburban Reserves Management Plan 
Finalising the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
Working with the community on the Island Bay Seawall project 
A re-focused and more strategic Climate Change Action Plan 
Monitoring the Porirua Harbour and Catchment Strategy, through a joint 
committee 

 
 

Attachments
Nil 
 
Author Councillor Iona Pannett, Chair
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DEPUTY MAYOR INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL, MARCH 2015, 
MELBOURNE
 
 

Purpose 
1. To approve the travel for the Deputy Mayor and his partner to represent Wellington city 

and attend the International Cricket Council (ICC) Cricket World Cup Final, Melbourne, 
29 March 2015.  

Summary 
2. This paper seeks approval for the Deputy Mayor (on behalf of the Mayor) to travel to 

Melbourne to represent Wellington at the ICC Cricket World Cup Final. 

3. New Zealand is jointly hosting the ICC Cricket World Cup with Australia.  Wellington is 
a host city for the tournament.  

4. The recommendation that the Deputy Mayor attend the Final, accompanied by his 
partner, is consistent with the approach taken for official representation at the 2011 
Rugby World Cup Final. 

5. Wellington’s reputation as a successful international event host will be strengthened by 
high level attendance at the ICC Cricket World Cup Final. 

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Agree that the Deputy Mayor and his partner represent the city and attend the ICC 
Cricket World Cup Final in Melbourne on 29 March 2015. 
 

Background
6. The ICC Cricket World Cup is cricket’s biggest occasion.  This year 14 countries will be 

contesting the trophy and a world wide audience will watch the tournament.   

7. During the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015, Wellington will host matches involving teams 
from New Zealand, England, South Africa, Sri Lanka and the United Arab 
Emirates. Hosting these teams provides direct opportunities to strengthen Wellington’s 
international business and cultural relationships with these nations. 

8. The Deputy Mayor’s attendance at the Final would provide another opportunity to build 
Wellington’s international networks and visibility. 

Discussion
9. The Deputy Mayor and his partner’s attendance at the ICC Cricket World Cup Final 

would build on Wellington’s commitment to the tournament and the sport. 

10. About 12,000 people participate in structured cricketing events each year.  Wellington’s 
involvement with the ICC Cricket World Cup is an opportunity to energize and grow the 
sport in the capital and will improve the health and sustainability of club cricket.    
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11. The ICC Cricket World Cup brings economic benefits to the Capital and opportunities 
for building international relationships with the 14 countries directly involved in the 
tournament and the many others that take a strong interest in the sport. 

 
Next Actions 
12. The estimated cost of attendance is $2950, including flights and accommodation.  If the 

travel is approved, the costs will be met from the Mayor’s Office budget. 

13. In line with Council policy, Carbon Credits will be purchased to reduce the carbon 
footprint of these flights. 

 
 

Attachments
Nil 
 
Author Alex Grace, Information Coordinator
Authoriser John McGrath, Chief of Staff
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
Not applicable 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Not applicable 

Financial implications 
Not applicable 

Policy and legislative implications 
The recommended attendance is consistent with previous Council representation at 
significant sporting events where Wellington has been a host city. 

Risks / legal  
Not applicable 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
Carbon Credits for International flights will be purchased in line with Council Policy 

Communications Plan 
Not applicable  
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3. Committee Reports 
 
 

REPORT OF THE TRANSPORT AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE MEETING OF 5 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 
 
Members: Mayor Wade-Brown, Councillor Coughlan, Councillor Foster (Chair), 

Councillor Lee, Councillor Lester, Councillor Pannett, Councillor Woolf, 
Councillor Young.

The Committee recommends: 
 
POTENTIAL CYCLEWAY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
 

That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Agree to include in the draft Long Term Plan a $54 million programme as set out in the 
paper. 

 
Link to report:  2.1 Potential Cycleway Development Programme 
 
 
 
 

Attachments
Nil 
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REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY, SPORT AND RECREATION 
COMMITTEE MEETING OF 11 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 
 
 
Members: Mayor Wade-Brown, Councillor Eagle (Chair), Councillor Free, Councillor 

Marsh, Councillor Peck, Councillor Ritchie, Councillor Sparrow, Councillor 
Woolf.

The Committee recommends: 

SPORTSVILLE PARTNERSHIP FUNDING 

That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Agree to increase the Social and Recreation Fund by $40,000 per annum to fund 
feasibility studies for ‘sportsville’ partnerships and is included in the Draft 2015-2025 
Long Term Plan. 

2. Agree to establish a ‘Facilities Partnership Fund’ of $500,000 per annum to fund 
feasibility studies, design and construction (Option Two) for ‘sportsville’ partnerships 
and is included in the Draft 2015-2025 Long Term Plan funding to commence in the 
2018/2019 financial year.    

3. Adopt the assessment criteria for ‘sportsville’ partnership projects as set out in 
“Attachment 1” to the officer’s report. 

Link to report: 2.1 Sportsville Partnership Funding

 
 

Attachments
Nil 
  
  
 
 


