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Have your say! 
You can make a short presentation to the Councillors at this meeting. Please let us know by noon the working day 
before the meeting.  You can do this either by phoning 803-8334, emailing public.participation@wcc.govt.nz or 
writing to Democratic Services, Wellington City Council, PO Box 2199, Wellington, giving your name, phone 
number and the issue you would like to talk about. 
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AREA OF FOCUS 
 
The Governance, Finance and Planning Committee is responsible for long-term planning, 
setting the strategic direction for the city, agreeing outcomes, priorities, performance 
frameworks and annual budgets.  The Committee is responsible for the long-term plan, 
annual plan, annual report, and quarterly reports.  The Committee also makes sure residents 
are kept informed about what the Council is doing, are able to have their say, and feel 
confident that their views count. 
 
Quorum:  8 members 
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1 Meeting Conduct 
 

1. 1 Apologies 
The Chairperson invites notice from members of apologies, including apologies for lateness 
and early departure from the meeting, where leave of absence has not previously been 
granted. 
 

1. 2 Conflict of Interest Declarations 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest 
they might have. 
 

1. 3 Confirmation of Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2014 will be put to the Governance, 
Finance and Planning Committee for confirmation.  
 

1. 4 Public Participation 
A maximum of 60 minutes is set aside for public participation at the commencement of any 
meeting of the Council or committee that is open to the public.  Under Standing Order 3.23.3 
a written, oral or electronic application to address the meeting setting forth the subject, is 
required to be lodged with the Chief Executive by 12.00 noon of the working day prior to the 
meeting concerned, and subsequently approved by the Chairperson. 

 
1. 5 Items not on the Agenda 
The Chairperson will give notice of items not on the agenda as follows: 
 
Matters Requiring Urgent Attention as Determined by Resolution of the Governance, 
Finance and Planning Committee. 
1. The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 
2. The reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting. 
 
Minor Matters relating to the General Business of the Governance, Finance and 
Planning Committee. 
No resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to 
refer it to a subsequent meeting of the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee for 
further discussion. 
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2. General Business 
 

 

SIGNIFICANCE AND ENGAGEMENT POLICY 2014 
 
 

Purpose 

1. This report asks the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee to recommend the 
new Significance and Engagement Policy (2014) to Council for adoption. 

Summary 

2. The Local Government Act 2002, as amended in August 2014, requires all councils to 
have a single Significance and Engagement Policy that sets out their processes to: 

 Determine what decisions or matters are significant 

 How and when the community can expect to be engaged on these matters, and 

 What type of engagement methods will be used. 

3. This policy must be adopted and in effect by 01 December 2014. 

4. In developing the recommended new policy, officers have brought together the existing 
Significance Policy (adopted as part of the 2012/22 Long-term plan and amended in 
July 2013) and Engagement Policy (adopted September 2013.) 

 

Recommendations 

That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Recommend to Council that it adopt the Significance and Engagement Policy (2014) 
attached to this report. 

 

 

Background 

5. Amendments to the Local Government Act 2002 enacted on 08 August 2014, made it a 
legislative requirement for all councils to have a single Significance and Engagement 
Policy. 

6. This change was driven by the Local Government Efficiency Taskforce. In the 
executive summary of its 30 November 2012 report, it recommended changes that 
would: 

 Provide more flexibility and greater discretion in the way councils choose to 
engage and make decisions and prevent extensive consultation when it is not 
required. 

 Change decision-making and consultation provisions in the Act that were overly 
prescribed and detailed and led to inefficiencies and delays in decision-making. 

 Provide councils with a clear and flexible mandate to determine whether or not to 
engage with the community and the most appropriate way to do so. 

 Protect and retain existing provisions on Māori decision-making. 
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 Make a clearer distinction between engaging with the community and a legal duty 
to undertake consultation. 

 Eliminate the Special Consultative Procedure as the default consultation position. 

Discussion 

7. Resulting legislation requires the Significance and Engagement Policy to show: 

 Council’s general approach to determining the significance of proposals and 
decisions 

 Council’s procedures, factors and criteria in determining which proposals and 
decisions are significant. 

 When, how and to what extent communities can expect to be engaged in 
Council’s decision-making processes. 

8. When this Council reviewed its Engagement Policy last year, officers were aware of the 
nature of the new requirements and incorporated them into the review. 

9. Consequently, the pre-existing policies essentially meet the new requirements. There 
are no changes to the meaning or intention of the policies. This is a re-packaging only 
and any changes are administrative in nature with a result that there is no need to 
consult on these changes. 

10. As intended by the amendments to the Act, this policy will guide the Council towards 
more effective ways of engagement given the relative significance of the issue before 
it. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Draft Significance and Engagement Policy 2014   Page 10 
  
 

Author Marissa Cairncross, Snr Adv Planning & Reporting  
Authoriser Brian Hannah, Director Strategy and External Relations  
 

  



 I
te

m
 2

.1
 

GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
15 OCTOBER 2014 

 

 

 

Item 2.1 Page 9 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

Both policies were reviewed and consulted on in the last two years. The combined policy was 

reviewed externally. 
 

Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

There are no Treaty of Waitangi considerations. 

 

Financial implications 

None. 

 

Policy and legislative implications 

This policy is the result of new legislative requirements under the amended Local 

Government Act 2002. 

 

Risks / legal  

This policy has had a legal review to ensure that it complies with current legislation. 

 

Climate Change impact and considerations 

There are no climate change impacts. 

 

Communications Plan 

Not required. 
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