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UN International Holocaust Remembrance Day  

Speech  
His Worship Mayor Andy Foster  
27 January 2022  
Makara Cemetery, Wellington, 1pm  
  
On behalf of the people of Wellington, it is an honour to speak in 
memory of those lost in the Holocaust.    
 

Human beings have always had the capacity for good, but also the 
capacity for evil.   
 

Every day we can do things that can harm or uplift others, to build 
bridges or to burn them and to escalate tensions or to bring peace…   
 
In our families, our workplaces, our communities, between nations. 
  
The Holocaust is the blackest of stains on humanity.  
 
The epitome of that evil was the genocide of six million Jews, 
murdered by the Nazi regime, and an estimated five million others - 
gypsies, homosexuals, disabled people, blacks, Slavs – anyone the 
Nazis considered inferior.   
 
These numbers are incomprehensible and as Jeremy Smith said every 
one of these people was an individual, with their own stories, 
passions, skills, people who loved them.   
 
Auschwitz-Birkenau is the most infamous of the extermination 
camps. An estimated 1.1 million people were murdered there.  
  
Seventy seven years ago today Soviet troops entered Auschwitz-
Birkenau - liberating the emaciated survivors.  
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Today, we gather on this anniversary of that liberation to remember 
those murdered in the Holocaust and the many millions of other 
innocent victims killed during the Second World War.   
 

I came across a quote recently which helps us not to lose the 
individual humanity in the incomprehensible numbers.  
 
An inscription on a British soldier’s grave in India, killed in repelling 
the Japanese invasion in 1944.  
 
“To the World you were just a soldier. To us you were all the 
World.”  
 

During the Second World War, almost one in ten New Zealanders 
fought for the Allied forces (over 140,000 enlisted of population of 
1,600,000). 
 
Of particular relevance to today I want to recall fighting in North 
Africa and Italy where they helped liberate the city of Trieste.  There 
they witnessed first-hand the horror of the concentration and death 
camp at Risiera di San Sabba, which was used for the detention and 
killing of political prisoners and a transit camp for Jews – most of 
whom were then deported to Auschwitz.   
 
The theme of this year’s Remembrance Day is Resistance.  
 
We honour those who stood up to oppression and for what is right.  
 
Today, Wellington continues to play its part in resistance – resistance 
against expressions of intolerance and racial supremacy. Inclusion is 
a cornerstone of our Kaupapa.  
 
Every one of our people has the right to be who they want to be 
regardless of ethnicity, faith, sexual orientation – without 
judgement. Difference is to be celebrated, not feared, not compared.  
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We all have the right to a place to stand – to a turangawaewae, 
where nobody is better or worse than anyone else.  
 

I am proud of our Council promoting social cohesion in many 
different ways.  
 
We support and I work closely with many multicultural and multifaith 
groups like the Interfaith Council. 
 
Last year we supported our Rainbow community, lighting up the 
Michael Fowler Centre in the colours of the transgender flag. And we 
promote cultural diversity.  
 
Shortly we will celebrate the Lunar New Year, the first in a number of 
New Year festivals held in the capital, including Diwali and for the 
first time Matariki will be recognised as a public holiday.    
 

Last year we also commemorated the opening of the Anne Frank 
Memorial in Ellice Park, Wellington.   
 
Organised by Boyd Klap – who is here today – it is designed to 
remind people what discrimination feels like and why resisting such 
ideas is so important.  
 
Designed by Matthijs Siljee of Massey University, the memorial 
features 3 simple chairs, surrounded by fifteen kowhai trees which 
represent every year of Anne Frank’s life.   
 
Two of the chairs are arranged to allow people seated there to talk 
to each other. The third seat looks away – separated. The message is 
clear. We must not exclude any of our fellow human beings.   
 

Today is an opportunity to not only commemorate the victims, but to 
raise awareness around the world, especially among young people.  
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We need to highlight the dangers that persist in the form of racist 
and fanatic ideologies targeted against ethnic or religious groups.  In 
a reminder from closer to home, look at what happened in 
Christchurch.  
 
When we talk of the Holocaust it is important that it never happens 
again. That means that we must never let it be forgotten and it is 
events like this which ensure that is the case.  
 
Social media and the internet gives people anonymous platforms by 
which to air their misguided views.  We must resist that.  
 
Our task is always to stand up for what is good, and against what is 
evil.   
 

Finally, I would like to take a moment to remember Inge Woolf –the 
founding director of the Holocaust Centre of New Zealand  – who 
died last year.  She was pivotal in setting up these annual 
commemorations.  
 

Kia Ora and thank you very much.   
 

Attendees: Minister Grant Robertson, MPs, Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners, Jeremy Smith, Rabbi Ariel Tal, Rabbi Esther Jilovsky, 
Eva Woodbury, Boyd Klap & Councillor Simon Woolf  
  
 


