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Kia ora koutou

Wellington is back.
For the first time since the Covid 

pandemic, Pōneke has a full line up of 
summer events.

One of the highlights is the Gardens 
Magic concert series in the Botanic Gardens 
which is set to thrill the young and young 
at heart.

I encourage friends and whānau to get 
together to enjoy the awesome vibrancy  
of Wellington and have fun in the sun.

It’s my first summer as Mayor of 
Wellington and I feel humbled and 
honoured to have been elected as leader 
of the city. It’s not a responsibility I take 
lightly and I am putting in the hard mahi  
to help shape a better future for us all.

We can all help with that by going 
out and enjoying what’s on offer in 
New Zealand’s premier events city.

Tory Whanau 
Mayor

Kua hoki mai a Pōneke.
Mō te wā tuatahi nō te taenga mai o te 

mate kowheori, kua kī nei te rārangi o ngā 
taiopenga raumati a Pōneke.

Ko tētahi kaupapa whakahira ko te 
raupapa o te konohete Gardens Magic e rite 
ana ki te whakaihiihi i te hunga taitamariki 
manawa taitamariki anō hoki.

E whakamanawa ana au i ngā hoa 
me ngā whānau ki te whakakotahi kia 
manawareka ai i te ngangahau o Pōneke 
i ngā hihi o te rā.

Koinei taku raumatai tuatahi hei 
Koromatua o Pōneke, ā, e rongo ana i te 
whakaiti me te whakamānawatanga i te 
kōwhiringa ōku hei tātāriki o tō tātou tāone.

Ehara tēnei haepapa i te aha noa ki a au 
ka mutu e ihu oneone ana kia hanga ake ai  
i tētahi anamata pai ake mō tātou katoa.

Ka taea e tātou katoa te āwhina ki 
te putanga atu kia manawareka ai i ngā 
homaitanga a te tāone whakaihuwaka  
o ngā taiopenga katoa o Aotearoa.

Tory Whanau
Te Koromatua





Recycle your Christmas tree 
at the Tip Shop 
Once the lights have 
come down and every 
bauble is back in its  
box, you can drop 
off your (real-life) 
Christmas tree 
to the Southern 
Landfill for free! The 
trees will be recycled and 
used as part of Capital Compost – where 
we take our city’s food waste and green 
waste and turn it into compost.

Keep in the loop with the Pōneke Promise 
The Pōneke Promise is a community 
driven partnership with the goal of 
improving safety and vibrancy in the 
central city. You can keep up-to-date with 
what’s happening across the programme 
by signing up to our monthly newsletter  
at wellington.govt.nz/enewsletters

Did you know you can…

Contact us any time
Phone: 04 499 4444 
Free text: 3400 
Email: info@wcc.govt.nz

Stay up-to-date on social media

 facebook.com/wellingtoncitycouncil 
 @WgtnCC   wgtncc    wgtncc 
 wellingtoncitycouncil

Enjoy our summer pools
While Freyberg is getting a little TLC 
this summer, head down to our gorgeous 
outdoor pools at Thorndon and Khandallah. 
Bring the kids and don’t forget the 
sunscreen! Visit wellington.govt.nz/pools 
for opening times. 

Plan some fun in your neighbourhood
It’s a great time to start planning things 
with your neighbours for the summer,  
like play days for the kids, clean-ups, street 
projects, and group meals to get to know 
each other. Check out our resources to  
help you connect in your neighbourhood.  
Visit wellington.govt.nz/neighbours

Tell us when something needs fixing
If you see Council property that needs 
fixing – such as a streetlight, leaking  
pipe, or public toilet – you can phone us  
on 04 499 4444, text us on 3400, or use  
the FIXiT app on your smartphone.  
It’s free to download from the Google  
Play store, iTunes store, or Windows.  
Visit wellington.govt.nz/fixit
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Wā tākaro 
Playtime

We’re proud to have completed renewal 
works on play spaces in Newtown, 
Owhiro Bay, Mount Victoria (Pirie 
Street), Wadestown, Hataitai (Waipapa 
Road), Brooklyn (Harrison Street) and 
Miramar (Chelsea Street) and soon to be 
completed Breaker Bay and Paparangi 
(Helston Park) play areas. If you haven’t 
been to check out these spaces yet, head 
down for some play over the summer. 

We’re refreshing our play spaces 
Work is well underway for our next 
chapter of play space renewals. We've 
been asking for your opinions on the 
play space redesigns for Grenada Village, 
Miramar North, Nairnville, Houghton 
Bay, and Warwick Street. We were also 
excited to share the proposed design for 
a new play area in Churton Park, to be 
called the Korimako Reserve Play Area. 
Construction on the Grenada Village 
play area will begin later this year, with 
construction on the other play areas 
due to begin in the first half of 2023.

It’s been a big year for the Pōneke  
play area renewal programme.
Our teams have been busy keeping 
up with a full schedule of play space 
renewals, following two years of 
challenging pandemic interruptions. 

The Wellington Botanic Garden ki Paekākā 
play area is also in the process of its refresh, 
and we’re proud to have had significant input 
from local tamariki and whānau to help 
shape the designs based on their play needs. 

Works are continuing at our hero 
waterfront play space, Frank Kitts 
Park, which is set to reopen in 2023, 
after delays due to the liquidation of 
the project contractor company. 

Our Urban Design team are also 
working closely with the central city 
community to design a new play space 
on Cuba Mall, so watch this space!

Pārekareka – Play your way every day!
Our local play events are back for the 
summer! Get out and get inspired with 
new ways to play in our network of parks, 
reserves, beaches, gardens, and trails. 
Keep an eye out for upcoming community 
events, pop-up play days, and family-
friendly activations happening near you. 
Simply follow us on Facebook or subscribe 
to the Active Welly enewsletter. Sign up at 
wellington.govt.nz/enewsletters 
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More affordable, inner-city rentals available 
The Council’s building conversion 
partnerships are providing quality, secure, 
affordable rentals to Wellingtonians.

Te Kāinga Aroha and Te Kāinga Te Aka 
offer a mix of one, two, and three bedroom 
apartments in the heart of the city, with 
all new whiteware, carpets, fittings and 
fixtures, free Wi-Fi, and bike parking. 

Te Kāinga partnerships, between the 
Council and building owners, breathe 
new life into underutilised commercial 
buildings in the central city. Building 
owners are responsible for construction and 
maintenance work and the Council manages 
the tenancies, at no cost to rate-payers.

Breathing new life into 
unconventional spaces
Creative communities and renters are benefiting  
from rethinking how we use our places. 

Ō tātou wāhi Our Places
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Our places, spaces, and venues – the stage for creative expression
Through the Aho Tini 2030 Arts, Culture 
and Creativity Strategy consultation with 
the creative sector in 2021, the message 
was clear – artists need access to more 
spaces where they can develop and 
showcase their work.

The re-opening of the Hannah Playhouse 
as an affordable theatre space for the 
performing arts sector to develop new 
works, practice, and perform; and Silver 
Noodle Soup Film and Theatre Company 
partnering with the National Hockey 
Stadium pavilion for their film-making 
workshops and drama classes, are just 
some examples of what the Council is 
doing to make more spaces available for 
the creative sector in Pōneke.

As part of implementing its Arts Strategy, 
the Council has been working with arts 
organisations and custodians to build 
partnerships to find spaces that can meet 

artists’ needs. The focus is on connecting 
artists with spaces and improving 
affordability, and accessibility of venues.

It is about making our city alive with the 
possibility of art around every corner and 
making Wellington a liveable city for our 
artists so they can practice their craft for 
all Wellingtonians to enjoy.

“We look forward to supporting more 
places to open their doors to sustain 
creativity in the city, to ensuring 
Council-owned spaces are utilised, and 
to continue working with organisations 
like Urban Dream Brokerage to broker 
temporary use of spaces” 
Wellington City Council’s Aho Tini 
Programme Manager, Sophie Jerram.

Visit wellington.govt.nz/creative-spaces 
if you are a creative looking for space, or 
a building custodian with space available 
for creative use.

Sign up for Te Kāinga updates
Check out current vacancies and be 
the first to hear when new apartments 
become available. Sign up for updates at 
tekainga-apartments.nz

Wellington’s Housing  
Strategy and Action Plan
Te Kāinga is part of the Council’s Housing 
Action Plan to help address housing 
supply and affordability in Pōneke.  
Learn what other actions we are taking at 
wellington.govt.nz/housing-strategy

As a landlord, the Council can 
offer residents secure, long-term 
tenancies, giving people the chance 
to make a home in the city. 

Anyone can apply for a Te Kāinga 
apartment. Priority is given to applicants 
who don’t own their own home and who: 

• have income under $95,000 per 
individual, and under $150,000 
for a couple or family; 

• work in (or are qualified for and intend 
to work in) a public sector role.
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Each batch is tested and made 
locally from recycled green waste.

Capital Compost

This product has met the Ministry of Health requirements for use in commercial and 
domestic plant growth. All our products meet New Zealand’s standard NZS4454:2005

Call 0508 To Grow (0508 86 4769) for information 
on where to buy and delivery options.

Our bulk range includes: compost, 
garden mix, veggie mix, lawn mix, 
mulch and potting mix, ultra soil 
and top soil.



Newtown Community & Cultural 
Centre and Strathmore Park 
Community Centre upgrades
Exciting upgrades have been 
done on two community centres 
in Newtown and Strathmore.

The upgrades to the Newtown 
Community & Cultural Centre include 
a new internal layout, new kitchen, 
bathrooms and accessible lift. There 
will also be a revamp of the theatre 
and renovated dance studio.

The Strathmore Park Community 
Centre upgrade will have a better 
internal layout to improve the usability 
of all the spaces and increase the safety 
of staff and users. The exterior will 
be dramatically enhanced with a new 
architectural element of the building 
featuring an artwork by a Motu 
Kairangi local and Mana Whenua artist 

Pokau Te Ahuru (Ngāti Tūwharetoa,  
Te Atiawa, Ngāruahinerangi).

Both centres will be opening back up 
during summer, so keep an eye out on 
our social media channels for more 
information on opening event details.

Pitopito kōrero News

Changes are coming  
for Frank Kitts Park
Since the decision to demolish the 
earthquake-prone underground carpark, 
we’ve been working on a plan to improve 
Frank Kitts Park. We need to make this 
open space work better with other parts 
of the waterfront to meet the needs of 
all Wellingtonians. We will be asking 
for your feedback on the proposed 
design – keep an eye on our website for 
details about this important project 
and how you can have your say. Visit 
wellington.govt.nz/frank-kitts-park
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Pitopito kōrero News

Freyberg Pool closing for maintenance
Freyberg Pool and facilities will close 
in December for up to two months for 
its six-yearly routine maintenance and 
improvements. The full site will close 
Monday 19 December, with Club Active 
facilities expected to re-open 23 January, 
and full pool access re-opening mid-
February with some minor disruption  
due to on-going works.

Work includes replacing both spa pools 
with new bigger units, improving reception 
and the front entrance, refurbishment 
of changing rooms, upgraded sauna 
and steam rooms, and programmed 
maintenance of the pool area.

Wellington City Council does work 
on all its indoor pools every 5–6 
years as part of a planned scheduled 
maintenance programme. Visit 
wellington.govt.nz/freyberg-closure

Lifeguard recruitment
Are you a confident swimmer? Come and 
work as a Lifeguard with our team in 
Community Pools – we are a diverse group 
of motivated people. Work in a role that will 
complement your lifestyle – you might be 
retired or studying part-time or just love 
the water!

This is a job that really does make a 
difference to your community. We have fun 
and support our community by keeping 
them safe. People come first for us, so if 
this is the case for you, and you want the 
chance to make a positive difference to 
people's lives then we would like to hear 
from you at recruitment@wcc.govt.nz  

PARK(ing) Day 2023 –  
call for proposals 
Wellington Sculpture Trust is excited 
to announce PARK(ing) Day 2023 will 
take place on Saturday 4 March 2023. 
The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to call 
attention to the need for more urban open 
spaces, to generate critical debate around 
how public space is created, and to improve 
the quality of the urban human habitat. 
We're seeking submissions from artists, 
community groups, creative people, and 
anyone else interested in taking over 
an inner-city car park for the day. Get 
your thinking caps on – with successful 
proposals now receiving $500 towards 
costs. Calls for proposals close 13 January. 
Visit sculpture.org.nz for details.
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Town Hall update
The Wellington Town Hall team have 
celebrated a key milestone – jacking the 
first base isolator. This marks the start 
of the transition from the building being 
supported on its old foundations to being 
supported by the new construction. 

The original concrete foundations were 
identified as one of the main weaknesses 
in the 120-year-old building. To counteract 
this, the new construction involves 
installing a base isolated foundation 
beneath the entire structure – effectively 
building two layers of foundations under 
the existing 13-metre-high brick walls.

Bringing the building up to code is no 
mean feat. The original exterior façade 
is being retained, but in order to provide 
access, much of the interior is being 
removed, reinstalled or replaced. The 
building is being entirely re-founded 
on new piles and 165 base isolators. 
These will enable the whole building 
to move 250mm–400mm from side 
to side in the event of an earthquake. 
Visit wellington.govt.nz/town-hall  
to find out more.

Climate action in motion
Around 34% of city emissions come from 
road transport, so shifting to active and 
public transport as well as EVs will help 
achieve the capital’s carbon reduction 
goals. Plans are underway for 60 new 
council-owned chargers to be installed 
across the city. The first five locations have 
been confirmed, with 11 new fast chargers 
being put in place over summer at Ākau 
Tangi Sports Centre, Otāri-Wilton’s Bush, 
and the recreation centres at Kilbirnie, 
Karori and Nairnville.

Auditing WCC archives
You may know that the City Archives is 
home to 10km of the city's taonga. That's 
longer than the Zealandia fence, almost 6 
Island Bay cycleways, or turned on its side 
would be 140 times as tall as the Beehive! 

Being the kaitiaki for this collection means 
a lot of monitoring and tracking behind the 
scenes. We’ve undertaken a massive audit 
this year to ensure everything is where it 
should be and being stored in the correct 
environment. If you want to see more of 
what goes on behind the scenes, keep an 
eye on our social media pages for tour 
opportunities.
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Kilbirnie

Mt Victoria

Newtown

Mt Cook

Te Aro

Pipitea

wellington.govt.nz/alcoholban

Know your 
city limit

The prohibition does not apply to licensed premises or their outdoor areas, or to people carrying unopened alcohol containers 
from licensed premises to areas outside the alcohol free zone or to a private property.

The penalty for 
breaches is $250.

No alcohol
in public
areas 
within the 
alcohol
ban area.

A safety initiative supported by:



Working together for a safer, more vibrant central city
The party precinct through  
a safety lens  
In August, the Council led a night-time 
hīkoi (walk) with various groups around 
Courtenay Place to see where safety 
improvements can be made to the area 
through urban design. It illustrated just 
how much the space can change from 
day to night, as it transforms into the 
party precinct. The hīkoi was part of 
the Sexual Violence Prevention Action 
Plan (SVPAP), which is focused on 
prevention of violence before it happens. 
The information gathered will be used 
by the Council’s urban design team, the 
Pōneke Promise programme and Let’s 
Get Wellington Moving to inform future 
decisions on the design of public spaces, 
as well as quick fixes to improve safety 
in the short term. Read the full story on 
wellington.govt.nz/ponekepromise

Take 10: A city safe haven  
for rangitahi  
On the corner of Taranaki Street and 
Courtenay Place, you may have noticed 
a mobile unit parked up on Friday and 
Saturday nights. This mobile unit is 
home to Take 10, a programme run 
by the Vulnerable Support Charitable 
Trust (VSCT) that's dedicated to 
supporting young people in Pōneke. 
It’s a spot to take a break from the pubs 
and clubs – have some water, some 
lollies, charge your phone, get first 
aid or even just have a friendly chat. 
They’re out every Friday and Saturday 
from 10pm to 3am. If you’re interested 
in finding out more, or volunteering, 
visit vsctrust.org.nz/take10

Pitopito kōrero News
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Pitopito kōrero News

Young people in Tawa planting roots for climate action 
Anxiety around climate change has 
sky-rocketed in schools over the last 
five years, with young people feeling 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of 
issues to do with the climate. Many of 
them want to do their part to protect 
the environment, but they don’t always 
know how to start, or how they can 
make a difference.

The concept for the Kids Enhancing 
Tawa Ecosystems (KETE) community 
initiative was formed in 2020 as a way 
to help combat these feelings and give 
young people the opportunity to take 
action in caring for the environment. 
Tawa was chosen due to the strong 
Kāhui Ako (Community of Learning) 
in the area, the unique eco-system in 
Tawa and the wider Porirua harbour 
catchment, and the passion for the 
environment among local community 
restoration groups and schools.

A big community restoration planting 
has taken place at Takapū Valley, 
where every school had their own 
designated area that they planted 
and will be kaitiaki of, going into the 
future. This huge effort resulted in over 
7,000 plants in the ground. To find out 
more about KETE, email Sue Lum at 
sue.lum2@wcc.govt.nz

Mahau – an app celebrating te reo  
Māori in Te Whanganui-a-Tara!
Mahau is an app designed to help more people 
speak and enjoy te reo Māori in Wellington, 
developed alongside Mana Whenua. It’s a 
free, easy-to-use, interactive app to help 
residents or visitors get started on their reo 
journey. Mahau will help the beginner with 
pronunciation of everyday phrases and 
sentences, as well as Wellington destinations 
and place names. It will also help the user to 
build their pepeha and mihimihi. Download 
the app at all the usual app platforms.
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Ngā mahi whakangahau  
Put it on the calendar

Check out some of the 
exciting events the Council is 
supporting over the summer 
months. For more info, visit 
wellington.govt.nz/events

Summer Sanctuary
Various dates and times over summer 
Zealandia Te Māra a Tāne

Get out in nature for some fun in the 
sun with whānau and friends! Head to 
Zealandia Te Māra a Tāne for an exciting 
series of summer events and activities. 
visitzealandia.com/events

Music at the Begonia
11am–12 noon, Sun 4 Dec, Sun 2 March 
Begonia House, Botanic Garden  
ki Paekākā | Free

Join the Friends of Wellington Botanic 
Garden for music in the Begonia House 
Foyer. wellingtongardens.nz

Guns N’ Roses
Thurs 8 Dec | Sky Stadium

Guns N' Roses are bringing stadium rock 
back to Wellington’s Sky Stadium. The 
biggest night in rock just got bigger with  
the addition of The Chats and Kiwi band 
Alien Weaponry as special guests.  
wellingtonnz.com/gunsnroses

WHITE FERNS v Bangladesh ODI
Sun 11 Dec | Cello Basin Reserve 

The WHITE FERNS, having attended the 
Commonwealth Games and returned from 
their tour of the West Indies, will host 
Bangladesh in T20 and ODI series before 
departing in January for South Africa,  
where they will contest the ICC  
Women’s T20 World Cup.  
wellingtonnz.com/summerofcricket

Gallery Babes 
11am & 1pm, Tues 13 Dec, 24 Jan, 21 Feb,  
21 Mar | City Gallery

Bring the baby and enjoy a tour of City 
Gallery’s exhibitions. Best suited to those 
with babies up to 12 months. Spaces are 
limited, so booking is essential.  
citygallery.org.nz

Gallery Seniors 
11am, Wed 14 Dec, 25 Jan, 22 Feb, 22 Mar  
City Gallery 

Join City Gallery for a free guided 
tour for visitors aged 65+, followed 
by complimentary morning tea. 
citygallery.org.nz

Conversations about  
Contemporary Art
12pm, Fri 16 Dec, 27 Jan, 24 Feb, 24 Mar 
City Gallery

What is contemporary art and how do 
we make sense of it? Debate and discuss 
curly questions like these through analysis 
of artworks in our current exhibition. 
citygallery.org.nz
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Opening Day: Summer Exhibitions
Sat 17 Dec | City Gallery

Celebrate the first day of City Gallery 
Wellington’s new suite of exhibitions 
with floor talks from artists and curators. 
citygallery.org.nz

New Year’s Eve
8pm–midnight, 31 Dec 
Whairepo Lagoon | Free

Join us for a fun evening of music, and 
a blast of fireworks to welcome in the 
new year. Covers band ‘Zephyr’ will 
entertain from 8pm, followed by a special 
Kids' Countdown at 9.30pm. Orchestra 
Wellington will fill the air with ‘royal’ 
themed tunes from 10pm, followed by  
the New Year’s countdown.  
wellington.govt.nz/newyear

Summer Sampler 

Summer in Te Aro Park 
Throughout Jan–Feb | Te Aro Park

This summer Te Aro Park will see a range 
of activities and small events put on by 
local community groups, residents and 
businesses to welcome people into the space 
and bring the park to life. Keep an eye on our 
social media channels to find out more. 

Summer Pop-ups
Throughout January–February 

Keep an eye out for the roving performers 
delighting Wellingtonians during the 
summer months.

Summer Sampler – sprinkles of fun 
along the Waterfront
Sat 7 Jan–Sun 26 Feb | Wellington Waterfront 
Free

Bring your friends and whānau down to 
the waterfront. There will be a variety 
of awesome shows, music and roving 
performers most weekends.  
wellington.govt.nz/events

School holiday programmes  
at Ākau Tangi Sports Centre
From Mon 9 Jan | Ākau Tangi Sports Centre, 
72 Kemp Street, Kilbirnie

Come and join the fun these school holidays 
at Ākau Tangi Sports Centre in Kilbirnie. 
With a range of different programmes and 
activities, there is something for everyone 
here. Programmes are aimed at 5–13 year 
olds and run from Monday to Friday. 
For information and to book simply visit 
wellington.govt.nz/holidayprogrammes

Guns N' Roses
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Gardens Magic
10–29 January | Botanic Garden  
ki Paekākā | Free 

Gardens Magic is back in 2023, with 
the iconic free Concert Series, an 
evening Light Display and a Kids 
Garden Trail, 10–29 January, in the 
beautiful Botanic Garden ki Paekākā. 
wellington.govt.nz/gardens-magic

Gardens Magic Kids Garden Trail
10am–5pm daily, 10–29 Jan 
Botanic Garden ki Paekākā

Enjoy a fun summer’s day out with 
the kids exploring the Kids Garden 
Trail. Join our space explorer in 
a journey of discovery. Print out, 
or pick up the activity booklet at 
the Treehouse or Space Place, and 
discover hidden scenes in the gardens. 
wellington.govt.nz/gardens-magic

Gardens Magic Concert Series  
& Light Display
8pm–9.15pm, 10–29 Jan, Tues–Sun 
evenings | Botanic Garden Soundshell 

The iconic Gardens Magic Concert 
Series will fill our summer nights with 
the sounds of our capital’s vivacious 
talent, set in the beautiful Botanic 
Gardens ki Paekākā Soundshell. Come 
early to grab a good picnic spot and 
stay after to take in the stunning Light 
Display (9pm–10.30pm) created by MJF 
Lighting. For programme details visit 
wellington.govt.nz/gardens-magic

Salsa@Sunset
5.30pm, Thurs 2, 9, 16, 23 Feb | Odlin Plaza, 
Wellington Waterfront

Learn how to Salsa in the setting sun on the 
waterfront with CUBA*FUSION. 

Ed Sheeran
Thurs 2 Feb 2023 | Sky Stadium 

A decade on from his first Wellington 
gig, Ed Sheeran is once again touring 
Aotearoa in 2023 as part of his +-=÷x Tour 
(pronounced “The Mathematics Tour”). 
wellingtonnz.com/edsheeran

Pedal Project Wellington Gran Fondo 
7.30am–12pm, Sat 14 Jan 
Miramar Peninsula

During Stage Four of the New Zealand 
Cycle Classic, Wellington hosts a Gran 
Fondo on the Miramar Peninsula. 
Everyone can join, from experienced, 
serious riders to e-bikers to kids – ride 
85km, 50km, 30km or 10.5km. 

Riders who enter the Gran Fondo will 
received a free entry to Cycle the Golden 
Mile the next day along Lambton 
Quay. Register at cycleclassic.co.nz
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Wellington Pasifika Festival

Whānau Film Night 
6pm–9pm, Sun 5 Feb | Waitangi Park | Free

Pack a picnic dinner and join us for an 
evening of outdoor cinema. A series 
of short films curated by Wairoa Film 
Festival, and Māoriland Film Festival, 
followed by an iconic feature film. 
wellington.govt.nz/waitangi

Te Rā o Waitangi
12 noon–6pm, Mon 6 Feb | Waitangi Park 
Free

Bring your friends and whānau and 
enjoy an award-winning line-up of 
Māori performers, food and culture. 
wellington.govt.nz/waitangi

Art Encounter
11.30am, Sat 21 Jan, 18 Feb, 18 Mar 
City Gallery 

Come along to this 30-minute session for 
a close look at one artwork as we examine 
and explore the elements that make the art 
work. citygallery.org.nz

Botanical Insights: Human Health 
1 Feb–30 Apr | Treehouse, Botanic Garden  
ki Paekākā | Free

Explore how humans harnessed the 
medicinal powers of plants and fungi 
throughout history at the Botanical Insights 
exhibition. wellingtongardens.nz

Closing Weekend:  
Joanna Margaret Paul:  
Imagined in the Context of a Room
Sat 4 Feb | City Gallery

On the closing days of our Joanna Margaret 
Paul retrospective come along for some 
reflective talks on women and New Zealand 
Art History. citygallery.org.nz

Wellington Pasifika Festival
12 noon–6pm, Sat 11 Feb | Waitangi Park 
Free

Take a tour of the Pasifika Islands and 
sample the sounds and flavours special 
to each culture. Celebrate our tight-knit 
Pacific communities, arts and culture. 
wellington.govt.nz/pasifika

Capital Enduro
Sat 11–Sun 12 Feb | Makara Trails  
and Karori Park 

Mountain bikers will be excited to hear 
that a new global-level enduro race 
is coming to Wellington. Putting the 
city on the map as a top destination for 
competitive enduro mountain biking, 
Capital Enduro is taking place in February 
2023, with a range of trails for all levels. 
wellingtonnz.com/capitalenduro
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The Performance Arcade 2023
Thurs 16–Sun 26 Feb  
Wellington Waterfront and City

The Performance Arcade is an annual 
exhibition and festival programme of 
events located on Wellington Waterfront. 
theperformancearcade.com 

New Zealand Fringe Festival 
Fri 17 Feb–Sat 11 Mar

The New Zealand Fringe Festival, the 
Birthplace of Brilliance, is the largest and 
most innovative open-access arts festival in 
Aotearoa! Find out more at fringe.co.nz

HOCKEY – Vantage Black Sticks 
Women v China and USA
Sat 18–Sun 26 Feb | Wellington National 
Hockey Stadium 

International hockey is back in New Zealand 
after what will have been a 3-year hiatus. 
Wellington plays host to the VBS Women, 
as well as China and the USA in a triangular 
series in February 2023. See the full 
schedule at blacksticksnz.co.nz

Wellington Round the Bays 2023
Sun 19 Feb | Frank Kitts Park

Wellington Round the Bays is the 
largest mass participation event in 
the lower North Island. It's open to 
everyone, with options for all the family. 
wellingtonroundthebays.co.nz

BLACKCAPS v England Test 
Fri 24–Tues 28 Feb | Cello Basin Reserve 

Following an away series in June, the 
BLACKCAPS will be looking to draw on 
home support to take the final match of the 
series. wellingtonnz.com/summerofcricket

Wellington Dragon Boat Festival
Sat 4–Sun 5 Mar | Wellington Waterfront

A weekend of Dragon Boat racing 
with some fierce competition. 
dragonboatfestival.org.nz

PARK(ing) Day 2023
9am–5pm, Sat 4 Mar | Cuba Street 

PARK(ing) Day is an annual open-source 
global event where citizens, artists and 
designers collaborate temporarily to 
transform metered parking spaces into 
“PARK(ing)” spaces: temporary public 
places. sculpture.org.nz 

Ōtari seminar series
7.30pm–8.30pm, every Tues in March 
Ōtari-Wilton’s Bush

Join the Ōtari-Wilton's Bush Trust for their 
annual seminar series. Get inspired by the 
varied world of botany and conservation. 
wellingtongardens.nz

Capital Enduro
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CubaDupa. Photo: Amandala-photography.com

Wellington Round the Bays 2023

BLACKCAPS v Sri Lanka Test 
Fri 17–Tues 21 Mar | Cello Basin Reserve 

Sri Lanka’s arrival in New Zealand at the 
end of February will see the five-day 
format continue, with Tests scheduled 
for Christchurch and Wellington. 
wellingtonnz.com/summerofcricket

Jim Beam Homegrown 2023 
Sat 18 Mar | Wellington Waterfront 

Kiwi music’s biggest party returns with over 
40 of New Zealand’s best live acts across five 
massive stages on the beautiful Wellington 
Waterfront! homegrown.net.nz

Neighbours Day Aotearoa
Sat 18–Sun 26 Mar

The kaupapa of Neighbours Day Aotearoa 
is to encourage everyone to get to 
know your neighbours better! It is as 
simple as that. It’s not about big events, 
it’s about celebrating the regular day-
to-day connections we make that create 
communities that we all can belong to. 
Whether you live in apartment, a flat, a 
boat, or a farm, getting to know each other, 
showing care, sharing skills and food, and 
working together makes the places we live 
safer, more resilient, and all-round happier 
places to be. neighboursaotearoa.nz

Lucia di Lammermoor – Donizetti 
Sat 18–Sat 25 Mar | St James Theatre 

Wellington Opera presents this romantic 
tragedy, with an all-New Zealand cast, set in 
the stark beauty of Aotearoa’s deep south. 
wellingtonopera.nz

CubaDupa
12pm–12am, Sat 25 Mar, 11am–6pm,  
Sun 26 Mar | Cuba Street

Pōneke’s Cuba Street precinct is set to come 
alive with colour, art, music, theatre, dance, 
food, and thousands of artists at Aotearoa’s 
most creative and diverse festival, 
CubaDupa. This accessible, whānau-friendly 
event, boasts two days of programmed 
entertainment spanning the genres and 
creative expressions. Check out the details 
at cubadupa.co.nz
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Wellingtonians love to get 
out and enjoy the many 
events that take place 
across our vibrant capital 
over the summer.

As climate conscious communities,  
we are becoming more aware of the waste 
these events can generate. Here are some 
simple steps that can be taken to reduce 
this waste and ensure we look after our 
taiao while out having fun this summer. 

Bring your own
Events often have amazing food and 
drinks to try, but these delights are 
usually served in single-use packaging. 
Whether disposable, recyclable or 
compostable, energy and resources 
are used to produce and transport this 
packaging. To save resources and avoid 
waste, take a zero waste kete when you 
head out. Some items you could include:

• spork – or cutlery, chopsticks and 
reusable straw from your kitchen drawer

• container for takeaway food – an ice 
cream container works, or you might like 
something fancier like a collapsible bowl 

• reusable coffee cup – use this 
for cold drinks as well, like 
bubble tea and smoothies

• drink bottle – bigger events often have 
water refill stations to fill up for free

• bag – to put your kit in and to stash any 
treasures you might find along the way.

Don’t be shy to use your reusables. 
Vendors love them because they save on 
packaging and event organisers welcome 
them because they save money on 
waste disposal and sorting, and it helps 
normalise climate-friendly behaviour.

Tautaiao Eco City

Waste not 
want not 
at summer 
events
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Don’t be shy to use your 
reusables – vendors love 
them because they save 
on packaging… 

What about event 
organisers?
When organising an event, from a school 
fair to a street festival, it’s amazing the 
impact you can have by planning early and 
setting up a few simple systems: 

• encourage event attendees to bring 
their own reusables 

• encourage vendors and stall holders 
to accept and use reusable cups and 
containers, and sell food in edible 
packaging, such as ice cream cones

• avoid giveaways like balloons and 
offer alternative fun activities like face 
painting, rides and games instead of 
selling ‘things’

• set up a wash station for reusable 
serviceware, or hire cups, plates and 
cutlery from Newtown Community and 
Cultural Centre or find your own set at 
the Tip Shop 

• if you can’t avoid single use,  
use compostable packaging which 
is accepted at Capital Compost and 
arrange an organics collection, so it 
doesn’t go to landfill.

You can find more advice, 
including some handy guides, at  
wellington.govt.nz/waste-free-events

Ways the Council  
can help you:
• borrow our free bins and hoods  

to separate out recyclables 

• apply to our waste minimisation  
seed fund for help setting up a  
waste-reducing initiative
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Everyday actions for  
a better climate future

Ana

plant
based

Learn how you can reduce your  
climate impact at our workshops.
wellington.govt.nz/zerotogether

eats



An update on our 
infrastructure work
Wellington is a city in transition – we know 
there are major infrastructure updates 
needed to make our city a better place to 
live, work and play – and we’re getting 
construction rolling throughout 2023.

Through Paneke Pōneke, Wellington’s 
bike network plan, and the Bus Priority 
Action Plan, we’re rebalancing how we 
use our existing street space to make 
it easier for people to get around in low 
carbon ways and safely travel around 
our city on foot, by bike, scooter, and 
bus. Construction is already underway 
on some routes, with more to come.    

The transformation of our 
city is exciting but will 
bring short-term disruption 
in places while progress 
gets underway. 
We’re asking for your patience and 
understanding as we carry out this vital 
work to create a city fit for the future. 
Keep up-to-date and follow along on the 
journey at transportprojects.org.nz 

Te Ngākau Civic Square – Town Hall,  
Te Matapihi Wellington Central Library 
Te Ngākau Civic Square is the heart of our 
city and it will be undertaking major surgery 
in 2023 – with work continuing on the Town 
Hall and Te Matapihi Wellington Central 
Library strengthening and upgrade projects. 

Resource consent is currently being applied 
for to demolish the Civic Administration
Building (CAB). Work could start towards 
the end of 2023. This will lead to major 
disruption around Te Ngākau Civic 
Square, especially Wakefield Street and 
the adjoining streets and roads. Visit 
wellington.govt.nz/te-ngakau 

Let’s Get Wellington Moving 
– the Golden Mile 
The ‘Golden Mile’ is the main retail and 
commercial strip from the Parliament 
end of Lambton Quay to Courtenay Place. 
Revitalising the Golden Mile will create a 
more vibrant and welcoming place to be, as 
well as making it safer to get around. It will 
improve bus reliability and provide better 
opportunities for walking, riding, and more 
open spaces. This means better lighting, 
wider footpaths, more public seating, 
outdoor dining opportunities and more.  

While this work is underway, there 
will be significant disruption along 
Lambton Quay and surrounding roads. 
Find out more at lgwm.nz
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GOLDEN LIGHT TO
THE DARK OF NIGHT

Experience the magic of twilight as the Zealandia sanctuary 
transforms from daylight to night.

VISITZEALANDIA.COM

ZEALANDIA TWILIGHT TOURS
LIMITED SPACES - BOOK NOW

PHOTO CREDIT CHRIS HELLIWELL



 

For the last few years, the Wellington 
calisthenics community have been 
using the Pirie Street play area by the 
Mount Victoria bus tunnel as their main 
outdoor training spot in the city, but 
they were worried they were getting 
in the way of kids playing there. 

The original playground was designed as a 
children’s play area but the equipment made 
it an ideal spot for adult training as well. A 
calisthenics workout focuses on using body 
weight, with little to no equipment, but is 
helped by built-in structures like parallel bars.   

Wellington has a big calisthenics 
community, so the Council worked with 
them to secure funding for a park to be built, 
and to take part in the design process to 
make sure it would be purpose built for use. 
Wellington Calisthenics said they’d like a 
space for themselves, because the issue with 
it being in a playground is they felt like they 
were displacing kids and not legitimately 
allowed to be there. They wanted a simple 
set-up with monkey bars, parallel bars and 
soft surfacing around it, which makes it safe.

Now, the first ever calisthenics park is 
open, next to the renewed Pirie Street 
Play area, and the free outdoor area 
can be used by a range of people, such 
as LeisureCard members and groups 
that prefer unstructured sport. 

“Now we have a place in 
the centre of the city so 
people can come from 
anywhere to use it."
It’s a new opportunity because it’s fit for 
adults to use, we aren’t taking over the 
playground, and we can have multiple 
people exercising at once”, says Wellington 
Callisthenics member Kadri Uljas.

“The beauty of the training style is you 
can do it without any kind of expensive 
gear. You don’t need trainers, you just 
need your body. It’s never too late or too 
early to start. We have people joining 
from different life stages. Anyone 
can do amazing things if they try.”

To find out more, join the Wellington 
Calisthenics Facebook group.

Pōneke’s first 
community 
calisthenics 
park

Tō tātou hāpori  
Our community 
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Mahi toi Capital arts

Coming up at Toi Pōneke Gallery

Andrew Ross & Cody Ellingham 
The Places We Called Home 
Sat 26 Nov–Sun 18 Dec

The Places We Called Home brings together 
the work of Andrew Ross & Cody Ellingham, 
two photographers capturing the history 
of urban Wellington twenty years apart. 
The exhibition explores the homes, 
streets, and changing landscape of the 
city from the 1990s through to today.

Simon Mark  
Liminal
Sat 14 Jan–Fri 10 Feb

Liminal explores altered and occasionally 
recycled photographs which blur the lines 
between recognition and puzzlement, 
the familiar and the unfamiliar. A space 
between is generated by overlaying and 
partially obscuring blocks within the 
image, combined with composition and 
critical framing. The aim is to create a sense 
of visual uncertainty, and a mixing up of 
the real and the abstract. Simon Mark’s 
photography often pictures real objects 
in the real world, but it's never quite clear 
what object, and which world it occupies.

Visit toiponeke.nz | 61/69 Abel Smith Street

Stuart Forsyth  
The Hand of Dog
Fri 17 Feb–Fri 17 Mar

The Hand of Dog explores the influence and 
contribution that pets can have on their 
owners and their lives – in this case the 
relationship between Te Whanganui-a-Tara 
artist, Stuart Forsyth, and his three-legged 
SPCA mixed-breed canine companion, 
Roo. The exhibition showcases dog-works 
developed from 2017–2022, taking the 
viewer on a suburban joyride through the 
streets of love, pain, frustration and guilt, 
and giving an insight into the artist/muse 
dynamic from an art practice perspective.
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Summer Exhibitions
From Sat 17 Dec

In December, a series of new artist 
projects by Ben Buchanan, Martin 
Basher and Ana Iti will open alongside 
Antireality Perversion Void, curated by 
Jess Johnson and touring from Te Uru 
Waitakere Contemporary Gallery

Coming up at City Gallery Wellington

Joanna Margaret Paul 
Imagined in the Context of a Room
On now until Mon 6 Feb

A major retrospective celebrating the 
career and legacy of Joanna Margaret 
Paul (1945–2003), who is known for 
her intimate meditations on domestic 
life, explored through photography, 
film, painting and poetry.

Simon Morris 
Room of Time
On now until Mon 6 Feb

A large-scale drawing moves across the 
two long walls of the Hancock Gallery. 
Room of Time is part of an ongoing 
exploration into the mindful occupation of 
space through time-based abstract painting.

Visit citygallery.org.nz | Te Ngākau Civic Square

Left to right: 
Andrew Ross &  
Cody Ellingham 
The Places We Called Home. 

Stuart Forsyth,  
The Hand of Dog.

Joanna Margaret Paul,  
Imagined in the Context  
of a Room.

Courtenay Place Light Boxes

The People’s Voice:  
Stories from Social Housing 
Sat 18 Feb–Sun 4 June

Social housing tenants are writing 
stories, making art and photographs in 
collaboration with David Cook, Mark 
Amery and Anna Brown. This socially 
engaged art project channels the voices of 
Wellington City Housing tenants resulting 
in an exhibition in the Courtenay Place 
Light Boxes and a free newspaper.
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Giving money to  
people sleeping  
rough is a short-term  
act of kindness. 
Supporting social 
services is a long-term 
community solution.

Together we can  
end homelessnessdcm

dcm.org.nz
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Kaupapa pūtea Funding

We have a range of funding 
available for community  
groups and projects to help 
make our city a better place.

Contact our funding team to talk 
through your idea for a project and 
check our calendar for closing dates. 
Visit wellington.govt.nz/funding

Arts pūtea 
Creative Communities Fund – groups and 
individuals can apply for projects that 
encourage participation in arts activity, that 
reflect the diverse artistic cultural traditions 
of local communities  and get young people 
(under 18) involved and engaged in the arts. 
Closes 23 February 2023.  

The Arts and Culture Fund supports 
initiatives which help us deliver on our 
Aho Tini strategy. Closes 23 March 2023. 

Climate action pūtea
Our Climate and Sustainability Fund 
supports communities and businesses in 
Wellington to undertake climate action 
initiatives that support the reduction of 
carbon emissions. Priority areas include 
projects that are led by or developed in 
partnership with mana whenua, and 
projects that improve access to climate 
change information and action across our 
communities. Closes 23 March 2023. 

CH Izard Bequest
We administer the CH Izard Bequest 
which makes donations to eligible projects 
supporting disadvantaged groups in the 
community. Closes 23 March 2023.

Tawa Community Grants 
This fund supports local community 
projects in the area.  
Closes 23 February 2023.
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Te Koromatua me ngā Kaikaunihera 
The Mayor and Councillors

Paekawakawa/Southern Ward

Nureddin Abdurahman
Nureddin.Abdurahman@wcc.govt.nz

Nīkau Wi Neera
Nikau.WiNeera@wcc.govt.nz

Te Whanganui-a-Tara/
Māori Ward

Laurie Foon  
Deputy Mayor
Laurie.Foon@wcc.govt.nz

Tony Randle
Tony.Randle@wcc.govt.nz

Ben McNulty
Ben.McNulty@wcc.govt.nz

John Apanowicz 
John.Apanowicz@wcc.govt.nz

Takapū/Northern Ward

Tory Whanau  
Mayor
Mayor@wcc.govt.nz

CitywideThe people who represent you 
The role of Wellington City 
Councillors is to represent the 
views of residents and help 
the Council make the best 
decisions for the city. 

Not sure which ward you’re in? Visit wellington.govt.nz/wards

32 



Sarah Free 
Sarah.Free@wcc.govt.nz

Teri O’Neill
Teri.ONeill@wcc.govt.nz

Tim Brown
Tim.Brown@wcc.govt.nz

Motukairangi/Eastern Ward

Iona Pannett
Iona.Pannett@wcc.govt.nz

Tamatha Paul
Tamatha.Paul@wcc.govt.nz

Nicola Young
Nicola.Young@wcc.govt.nz

Pukehīnau/Lambton Ward

Diane Calvert
Diane.Calvert@wcc.govt.nz

Rebecca Matthews
Rebecca.Matthews@wcc.govt.nz

Ray Chung 
Ray.Chung@wcc.govt.nz

Wharangi/Onslow-Western Ward
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 Summer     
 Events
Join us for some whānau-friendly fun! 

New Year’s Eve
8pm–midnight, 31 Dec
Whairepo Lagoon 

Gardens Magic
Concert Series, Light Display, 
Kids Garden Trail
10–29 Jan 
Botanic Garden ki Paekākā 

Whānau Film Night 
6pm–9pm, 5 Feb
Waitangi Park

Te Rā o Waitangi
12pm–6pm, 6 Feb
Waitangi Park 

Wellington 
Pasifika Festival 
12pm–6pm, 11 Feb
Waitangi Park

wellington.govt.nz/events


