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LANDSCAPE DESIGN STATEMENT

Street-scape and Public Interface

The proposed apartment development sits on the eastern corner of the Lyall Parade
and Kingsford Smith Street intersection [Refer WA drawing L1.00], replacing an existing
single storey light industrial warehouse type building. At ground level the southern
boundary of the site interfaces with an existing vegetated dune, the development’s
western boundary interfaces with the Kingsford Smith St existing footpath, the

eastern and northern boundaries interface with buildings and yards on neighbouring
sites. Along the western boundary, reinstatement of the existing asphalt footpath is
proposed, in keeping with the existing character of Kingsford Smith Street.

Along the development’s southern boundary a new timber boardwalk is proposed

to facilitate public access along the building's facade into the ground floor retail

units supporting an active street frontage. As well as access, the varying width of the
boardwalk provides flexible outdoor-cafe-style seating opportunities and opportunities
to sit within close proximity of the dune environment. The proposed boardwalk is

set to be level with the building’s ground floor FFL and extends 4.0m[max] beyond the
site boundary to the south into the adjacent Reserve land and adjoining Road Reserve.
The boardwalk’s tessellated southern edge accommaodates intermittent raised seating
edges (500mm high) at the dune interface, providing public seating and providing
some restraint of sand movement onto the boardwalk surface. The boardwalk's
varying width and tessellated edges engage with the existing dune and proposed new
planting, presenting a visually playful interface between built form and landscape.
Meeting the boardwalk from Lyall Pde’s public footpath, two informal paths across the
dune are proposed, they are intended to be of a similar quality to the existing informal
path that traverses the Reserve land east to west.

EXISTING PATH

IMAGE: Site Aerial. Source: LINZ hitps://data.linz.gavt.nz layer/1871-wellington-01m-urban-aerial
photos-2012-2013/

Planting of dune mix species [Refer WA drawing L1.00 and Planting Selection L3.02] is
proposed within the dune environment to augment the existing dune planting and to
make good the interface between the dune and the construction zone. Two species
from this same mix, Ficinia nodosa and Carex testacea is proposed to be planted in
pockets adjacent the building, drawing the dune landscape into the site.

Private & Communal Landscape Spaces

Private and communal landscape spaces within the development comprise the large
central courtyard on level 1, private balcony spaces associated with each apartment
and building’s roof top.

The proposed courtyard landscape [Refer WA drawing L1.01] provides a balance of
privacy for residents with shared amenity within the courtyard spaces. The exterior
courtyard complements the interior layout and function of the apartment building,
and employs a considered and diverse range of native coastal planting species.

The apartment courtyard is an exploration in translating the characteristics of
Wellington's coastal margins in a contemporary urban setting. The landscape proposal
complements the building's architectural detailing and proportions providing

a sequence of spaces that afford a variety of social, entertaining, and passive
recreational opportunities its residents.

The courtyard comprises four primary zones:
- Private Terrace Gardens;

- Courtyard Circulation;

- The Northern Terrace; and

- The Central Lawn.

Private terrace gardens provide exterior yard space for Level 1 apartment dwellers,
they provide a private threshold into the building's southern and western courtyard
exterior. Each terrace space is arranged to provide good solar access into level 1
apartments, space for outdoor furniture and access to the courtyard’s communal
spaces. A degree of privacy is afforded by the arrangement of planting and visually
porous timber screens that demarcate the transition between private and public
space. Framed by the courtyard’s circulation network, the terrace gardens contribute
visual amenity and an active frontage to the courtyard's communal space. Stair
access to Level 2 apartments is provided from the courtyard’s southern access path.
Proposed side screens and climbing plants either side of stairways are configured to
prevent overlook into the private terrace spaces below as well as providing a visually
attractive vertical boundary between garden spaces.

The materiality and composition of the site’s circulation network provides a
transitional interplay between public and private; coastal garden and lawn, and
thoroughfare and gathering, whilst providing unimpeded access to circumnavigate
the courtyard. Paved and timber pathways are set flush to adjoining terrace and lawn
surfaces contributing visual texture and ensuring universal access between circulation
and gathering spaces.

The Northern Terrace is a generously broad paved space punctuated by shade tolerant
coastal gardens. This terrace space provides a direct route between the building’s two
lift/stair cores, access to and from the building’s communal facilities and a sheltered
exterior gathering space. The configuration of paving and garden insertions playfully
abstracts the informality of a natural coastal edge. Fixed seating and barbecue
facilities along the terrace's southern edge take advantage of the paving/lawn
interface.

Sitting within the courtyard’s core is the Central Lawn. A flexible social and gathering
space, the flat open lawn is fringed with fixed seating opportunities, low-level coastal
gardens and a specimen tree. The tessellated lawn edge forms small spatial alcoves
offering a level of separation from the larger open space. A raised garden sits in the
lawn'’s northwest corner accommodating seating and a specimen Kowhai tree, forming
a focal point and complementing the surrounding building scale, the tree provides
seasonal interest and light shade.

A neutral palette of large format concrete or cut stone, timber, gravel mulch and

lawn is proposed for the courtyard's surfacing, complemented by a highly textured
collection of coastal plant species into the courtyard’s garden spaces [Refer WA
drawings L2.00 for details] . The courtyard planting is divided into two broad
collections — coastal species, endemic to the Wellington Region, for narth facing
garden spaces and forest margin species, that are shade tolerant, for south facing
garden spaces [Refer WA drawings L3.00 to 3.03 for details]. Native climbing plants,
Clematis fosterii, Tecomanthe speciosa and Muehlenbeckia complexa are proposed to
cover the side screens of level 2 access stairways,

Along the huilding’s exterior balconies, intermittent raised planters will frame portions
of the outside face of balcony balustrades, providing texture and colour across the
building’s fagade. A mixture of native flowering species is proposed as well as native
climbing plants supported on tensioned cables fixed to the soffit structure above.

The outer edge of the huilding’s ronf line is prapnsed tn arcnmmaordate a small

automatically irrigated and drained rooftop planter. Hardy Wellington coastal species
Muehlenbeckia complexa is proposed to be planted.
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