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 The Southern Landfill is located on 785 hectares of Council-owned land designated for 

sanitary works and other associated activities under the District Plan. 

 

 We are currently at Stage 3 of a multi-stage plan for the landfill, which we always 

envisioned extending up the valley once the current stage capacity was reached. 

 

 On average, landfill operations receive approximately 100,000m3 of waste per annum. 

 

 There is approximately 550,000m3 of space left before the consented area, Stage 3, is at 

capacity. Once at capacity, there will be no more room for new waste to be placed at the 

landfill. In a best-case scenario, we anticipate that the area will be filled in about four years. 

Our current plan is to have a solution for Wellington’s waste operational, with approved 

consents, by mid to late 2023.  

 

 Our current consent to landfill will expire in April 2026.  

 

 Currently sludge from the city’s sewage network is processed at the site through a purpose-

built sludge dewatering plant, with the residual sludge disposed of at the landfill. 

 

 Under current consent conditions, the sludge must be mixed with rubbish at a four-to-one 

ratio for disposal, i.e. four parts rubbish to one part sludge. 

 

 This landfill is also the only entity that can legally accept and dispose of contaminated soil 

and asbestos-contaminated soil excavated from construction and development sites within 

the Wellington City Council boundaries. 

 

 The landfill provides space for the Council to dispose of large amounts of waste/building 

material during an emergency or natural disaster event, forming an important part of the 

city’s resilience network. 

 

 The current and past stages of the landfill (Stages 1, 2 and 3) have diverted approximately 

700m of the Careys Gulley stream by channelling it through a bored tunnel under the 

existing landfill. This stream joins up with Ōwhiro Stream at the intersection of Landfill Road 

and Happy Valley Road. 

 

 Any expansion of the landfill will require further piping of Careys Gulley stream, with the 

goal of the stream diversion through this tunnel being a temporary feature and not a 

permanent one.  

 

 All current leachate is captured through the landfill leachate system and is disposed of to 

trade waste via the Council’s sewer network. Stream-water and groundwater quality is 

monitored monthly as per the consent conditions. To date the water quality results show 

little or no adverse effects from our operations. 

 

 Methane gas capture is the current method of odour control – the methane gas is captured 

and used to generate electricity. 
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 We currently extract on average 400m3 of gas per hour, which runs a 1MW electric 

generator. 

 

 The Council has approximately 40 staff working on the landfill site. A number of businesses 

are sited along Landfill Road due its proximity to the Southern Landfill. 

 Currently the Southern Landfill diverts approximately 8,000 tonnes of waste from the landfill 

each year. This consists of: 

 Green waste diverted to compost – approximately 5,800 tonnes a year 

 Food waste diverted to compost – approximately 1,600 tonnes per year 

 Scrap metal diversion – approximately 575 tonnes each year  

 Salvaged material from the transfer station and voluntary drop-off of material 

to the Tip Shop for resale – estimated at 250 tonnes per year. 

 The landfill also funds kerbside recycling and a free recycling drop-off at the Southern 

Landfill. This diverts approximately 11,500 tonnes of recyclable material from waste each 

year. 

 

 Waste Operations operates as a financially self-sustaining business unit within Wellington 

City Council, with an annual goal of breaking even. Revenue generated by the business 

unit financially supports the following services: 

- All landfill operations including its Emissions Trading Scheme liabilities 

- All costs associated with the Council’s kerbside rubbish and recycling collection 

services 

- All costs associated with the processing and resale of collected recyclables 

- A portion of the costs associated with the Council’s litter enforcement activities 

- Green waste diversion to produce, market and sell compost through Capital Compost 

- All costs associated with the Council’s Waste Minimisation team activities, which 

include: 

- Annual Council grants for waste-minimisation initiatives 

- Council-driven waste-minimisation and -diversion initiatives 

- Waste-minimisation education activities 

- The operation of the Tip Shop 

- All free drop-off recycling infrastructure sited at the landfill 

- Free drop-offs of domestic hazardous waste  

- Public place recycling trials 

- Advice on waste-minimisation strategies for residents and businesses in 

Wellington. 

 

 Landfill revenue is 75% of all Waste Operations’ income and subsidises the above 

activities by $6 million per annum. 

 

 

 

 


