5.6

SECTOR 6: WRIGHT HILL / SANCTUARY

5.6.1

OVERVIEW

Wright Hill forms a southern edge to the Karori Basin and the progressive restoration
of this area will contribute to the overall quality of the area’s landscape. The hill is
also a significant heritage site. It has extensive World War II fortifications which
were built between 1942 and 1949 to service a 9.2 inch battery gun. The full history
of the fortress is recorded in the Wright Hill Conservation Plan which is administered
by the Wright Hill Fortress Restoration Society.
Wright Hill is one of only two hilltops accessible by car (the short walk from the car
park is also accessible by wheelchair) and provides one of the most impressive views
of the city.
Being largely north-facing and windswept, Wright Hill is only slowly regaining a
natural vegetation cover and has probably the most advanced infestation of Darwin’s
barberry in the city. A reasonably well developed track network, which includes
sections of the Sanctuary Perimeter Track, exists on Wright Hill. This is being greatly
improved with the addition of a well constructed multiple use track linking to Karori
Stream and Makara Peak. This addition enables continuous walking and riding from
the South Coast to Karori Park.
The Wright Hill Recreation Reserve Management Plan, 1991, is to be replaced by the
Outer Green Belt Management Plan, 2003.
Wright Hill and Karori Sanctuary are contiguous areas forming one of the largest
expanses of indigenous vegetation in the Outer Green Belt and a major ecological hub
for this part of the city. Its vegetation is not as well advanced or impressive as that in
Otari-Wilton’s Bush, but in ecological terms it will increase in significance and
importance. A number of important bush remnant occurring on private land, and the
recently established Long Gully Bush Reserve (Wellington Natural Heritage Trust,
Inc), are included within the concept area for this part of the Outer Green Belt.
Karori Wildlife Sanctuary was conceived a decade ago and the trust was established in
1995. The sanctuary occupies the 252 hectare valley (the headwaters of
Kaiwharawhara Stream) that was one of the city’s original water catchment areas.
Now retired from its original purpose, the valley is encircled by an 8.6 kilometre pest
proof fence. Following the removal of all introduced mammalian pests a series of
reintroductions of rare and endangered native birds has been undertaken.
Also underway is the natural restoration of the forest, which will, in time, allow much
larger populations of birds to be supported, than is the case at present. The sanctuary
complements Otari-Wilton’s Bush perfectly in terms of a wider Outer Green Belt
vision where plants and animals will again flourish in their natural state across a large
sweep of the city environment.
The sanctuary’s former role as a water collection area can be seen in the two dams, the
historic buildings, and other structures, now on display (and in some cases
meticulously restored by the sanctuary trust). Other historical points of interest in the
valley include several gold mining adits (a mine with a horizontal entrance) and
diverse conifer plantings associated with the early settlement period.
While the land is owned by the Council, it is controlled and managed by the sanctuary
trust and there is an entry fee and only one point of public entry (off Waiapu Road in
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Karori). In this respect it is unique in the Outer Green Belt. The creation of the
sanctuary involved the subdivision of the original title into one main sanctuary area
and a number of smaller buffer areas to be managed as reserves by the sanctuary trust
in accordance with this Plan and any subsequent plans or agreements. The main
sanctuary area already has its own management plan prepared by the trust, and this
will be periodically updated.
The Perimeter Track, which traverses both the trust and Wellington City Council
managed areas, is one of the most important recreation tracks in the city and part of
the north-south Outer Green Belt link. The two organisations manage this facility
jointly, according to Wellington City Council track standards.

5.6.2

ISSUES AND OBJECTIVES

5.6.2.1 Ecological linkages, streams and bush regeneration

This sector, while not containing any primary bush remnants, presents important
opportunities to develop the Outer Green Belt ecological corridor concept. The
unique purpose of the sanctuary will have a major ‘spillover’ benefit for the wider
area. In addition, improvements to water quality and fish habitat will provide a major
contribution to the community’s vision for the Kaiwharawhara Stream.
Wright Hill is a potential receiving area for birds moving out of Karori Sanctuary, and
a corridor connecting the sanctuary to areas further north and west. However, it is
compromised in this role by the relatively slow improvement in its vegetation and the
continuing presence of exotic weeds and mammalian pests.
To the east, this sector is contiguous with Polhill Gully (part of the Inner Town Belt
cluster) and the closest large area of native bush to the central city.
Details of the formal arrangements between the trust and the Council about use and
management of the sanctuary lands, are contained in separate documents (the key
document is the Heads of Agreement to Lease, 16 December 1999). This Plan mainly
provides an overview of this partnership and describes the Outer Green Belt context
for the sanctuary.
Objectives
1.

To develop the sector as a major component of the Outer Green Belt
ecological corridor, the major ecological hub for the southern part of the city
and the natural headwaters of Kaiwharawhara Stream.

2.

To continue to work in partnership with the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary Trust
to advance the specific goals for the sanctuary while working to maximise the
flow-on benefits to the surrounding ecosystem.

3.

To recognise the threat of Darwin’s barberry to the restoration goals within
the sector and the threats to the wider Outer Green Belt, and to continue to
give priority to its management and monitoring.

4.

To work with private landowners to enhance ecological linkages through the
valley area.
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5.6.2.2 Access

In recent years the importance of the track network in this sector has become evident.
This network is not as old as in other areas, as much of the land was, until relatively
recently, unavailable to the public for recreational use.
Now it is one of the best used track networks, particularly for running and mountain
biking (except within the actual sanctuary) and is a gateway to other areas in Sectors 5
and 7 and a link with the central city / Inner Town Belt track networks.
The main issue is the need to review this network against some clear criteria or
principles, as anticipated in the Open Space Access Plan, to list any deficiencies, and
define future construction and maintenance standards for each track.
Objective
To continue to develop and improve the track network for recreation and management
purposes applying, as appropriate, any future Wellington City Council track standards.

5.6.2.3 Heritage

The heritage features of both Wright Hill and Karori Wildlife Sanctuary are well
recognised and have clear management regimes. There is considerable potential to
increase the profile of these areas as part of both tourism and local recreation
initiatives.
Objective
To recognise and protect the historic sites and natural heritage of the sector by:
o supporting the Wright Hill Fortress Society in its maintenance, restoration and

caretaking of the fortress
o supporting the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary Trust as a strategic partner in the

promotion of the area’s natural and cultural heritage
o actively promoting the area as part of a network of historic sites along the Outer

Green Belt
o promoting the profile of Wright Hill and Karori Sanctuary as tourist destinations
o treating the areas surrounding Karori Sanctuary as a priority for pest management.
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Sector Six - Current Form

Sanctuary
main entrance

Wright Hill Road
Lower Dam

Wrights Hill
Upper Dam

Perimeter Track

Long Gully Bush Reserve

1:19,908

Karori Wildlife
Sanctuary

Sector Six - Future Initiatives

Promote tourism &
heritage attraction
Improve recreation
links to Makara Park

Manage Darwin's Barberry &
encourage bush regeneration

Continue
ecological
restoration

1:20,000

Establish & manage
buffer reserves

5.6.3

MANAGEMENT AREA POLICIES

Area 6.1 - Wright Hill

Long term vision
o Wright Hill is managed as a significant high point and viewing area within the

Outer Green Belt. It is highly accessible at its summit because of the close
proximity of the road-end carpark, and access track.
o Wright Hill is restored as a part of a wider indigenous forest ecosystem,
complementing Karori Wildlife Sanctuary and adjoining areas within and beyond
the Outer Green Belt.
o The local track network is a key component in the wider track network, well linked
to the adjoining areas and maintained according to defined standards.
o The historic fortifications continue to be recognised and maintained as an
important historical feature of Wellington, and promoted and enjoyed as a key
visitor destination.

Land status
Please refer to the accompanying map and table.
Management programme
o Develop a clear programme to manage Darwin’s barberry.
o Maintain other pests to appropriate levels, consistent with the area’s special role in

relation to Karori Wildlife Sanctuary.
o Support the implementation of the Wright Hill Fortress Conservation Plan.
o Encourage and support the work of the it Fortress Restoration Society.
o Continue to develop the track network and maintain according to defined

standards.

Public access and enjoyment
o Public access for walking and mountain biking will be provided for as the main

recreation activities on the overall track network.
o Public vehicular access on Wright Hill Road will be maintained to allow easy

access to the summit for viewing. The track from the carpark to the summit
viewing area will be maintained to a wheelchair accessible standard.
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Sector Six - Wrights Hill/Karori Sanctuary
(Wrights Hill)

o ri R

d
b
Cam

Ka r

ell S

ori Ro
ad

t

6.1.10

ut h

Ka r

6.1.8
6.1.7

So

6.1.6

6.1.9
6.1.13

6.1.5

6.1.11

6.1.4

6.1.2

6.1.16
6.1.1
6.1.15

6.1.1
6.1.14
6.1.12

6.1.3

Council Management Areas
6.1 Wrights Hill
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2039

2039

6.1.7

6.1.8

1036

2039

6.1.6

6.1.10

2039

6.1.5

1036

2228

6.1.4

6.1.9

1322

6.1.3

Burrows Avenue Reserve

1320

6.1.2

6.1

1320

6.1

49C/99

20C/394

36C/77

426/243

Lots 1 & 2 DP
10126

Lot 2 DP 67004

43D/170

43D/169

Lot 3 DP 77321

Lot 2 DP 77321

Lot 116 DP 71537 No CT

Lot 115 DP 71537 No CT

Lot 9 DP 82773

Lot 1 DP 51083

0.0024 ha

8.4343 ha

1.3740 ha

1.2433 ha

0.0307 ha

0.2195 ha

1.0446 ha

1.7318 ha

Open Space B

Outer
Residential

Outer
residential

Vested on Deposit
of DP 71537

Vested on Deposit
of DP 71537

Recreation
Reserve

Recreation
Reserve

Recreation
Reserve

Not a reserve

Not a reserve

Outer
residential

Reclassify as scenic reserve. Consider a boundary
adjustment or small land exchange to enable formal
access from the end of Landsdown Road.

Reclassify as scenic reserve.

This very small lot provides a link from Burrows Ave Reserve
to the adjoining residential area. It is located to the rear of 41
Lynmouth Avenue, a public ROW exists across the rear of 39
Lynmouth Ave providing access from Lot 2 DP 67704 into the
adjoining WCC Roading and Traffic accessway (Lots 2 & 3
DP 67069), which links into Lynmouth Ave.
Protect as scenic reserve.

The within land has no frontage to a legal road (resolution
B.372717.1).

Lot 116 provides access from Parsons Glen into the adjoining
reserve network. This land is a reserve subject to the
Reserves Act, consideration of its current zoning is required,
an Open Space zoning would be more appropriate than Outer
residential. A new CT should be issued for ease of future land Reclassify as scenic reserve. Rezone as Open Space
administration.
B.

This land is a reserve subject to the Reserves Act,
consideration of its current zoning is required, an Open Space
zoning would be more appropriate than Outer residential. A
new CT should be issued for ease of future land
administration.
Reclassify as scenic reserve. Rezone as Open Space B

This land is a reserve subject to the Reserves Act,
consideration of its current zoning is required, an Open Space
zoning would be more appropriate than Outer residential. The
within land has no frontage to a legal road. Subject to
easement rights for ROW, stormwater, water, power and gas
reticulation, see easement certificate 206763.3.
Reclassify as scenic reserve. Rezone as Open Space B

Protect as scenic reserve.

Appurtenant to Pt Section 46 is a right of way over Lot 98 DP
77320 (CT43D/167) created by transfer B.372717.9.
Compensation certificates, reference 170815.1 & 230179.1
against part of the land under Section 17 Public Works
Amendment Act 1948. The land is held as Council freehold, it
is not a reserve, consideration is required as to future reserve
status for this land.
Protect as scenic reserve.

Open Space B

Open Space B

Recreation
Reserve

Actions needed

Transmission lines cross over part of this land. Subject to an
easement to convey Telecommunication signals over Part
Section 45 Karori District. Compensation certificates,
reference 170815.1 & 230179.1 against part of the land under
Section 17 Public Works Amendment Act 1948. The land is
held as Council freehold, it is not a reserve, consideration is
required as to future reserve status for this land.
Protect as scenic reserve.

Notes

Acquired by transfer 212637 for the purposes of a pleasure
ground. This is not a reserve, it did not go through the
reserve gazettal process previously because of adjoining
subdivision (Parklands Drive) water supply easement issues.
Some history about this is copied onto the background file.
This land requires reserve protection under the Reserves Act
1977.
Protect as scenic reserve. Formalise access.

Open Space B

Recreation
Reserve

Outer
residential

Open Space B

Recreation
Reserve

Open Space B

District Plan
Gazette Reference Zoning

Not a reserve

16.9318 ha

Pt Sec 46 and 55,
Karori District
46B/835

Reserve
Description

Approx 31 ha Not a reserve

CT Reference Land Area

Pt Sec 46 and 55, Part of
Karori District
46B/837

WCC Site Legal
number
Description

Ex-Fletcher Residential
Land, 190 South Karori Road
(Part)
6.1.1

Mapping
Reference

Site Name

Management
Area

Wrights Hill Reserve

Former Janaki land

6.1

6.1

1404

1402

1402

6.1.13

6.1.14

6.1.15

2482

1404

6.1.12

6.1.16

1401

6.1.11

28.3590 ha

8.2866 ha

3.3705 ha

Sec 16 Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District, S.O. Plan
34500
No CT

Sec 17 Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District, S.O. Plan
34500
No CT

Secs 13 & 14
Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District

3.4313 ha

Part Section 2
Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District
5B/488

3.6815 ha

Sec 15 Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District, S.O. Plan
31460

41A/292

0.0426 ha

Sec 18 Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District, S.O. Plan
34500
No CT

Not a reserve

Not a reserve

Recreation
Reserve

Recreation
Reserve

Recreation
Reserve

Recreation
Reserve

NZ Gazette
1991/133

Open Space B

Open Space B

Conservation
W3

NZ Gazette 1987/24 Open Space B

NZ Gazette 1987/24 Open Space B

NZ Gazette 1987/24 Open Space B

Recently purchased by WCC for inclusion within the Wrights
Hill collection of reserves. Sale of the land was conditional
upon the land being protected as reserve witihin two years,
which is consistent with the Council's reasons for purchase.

Protect as scenic reserve as a matter of urgency to
comply with the sale and purchase agreement

Section 15 is presently held as Crown Land by the
Department of Conservation in terms of Section 62 of the
Conservation Act. Ownership of this land is currently being
disputed (July 1991) by Telecom Corporation of New Zealand
Limited. The company has lodged a claim for the land with
Treasury pursuant to an Agreement for Sale and Purchase
between the Crown and Telecom dated 31 March 1987.
Designated for Telecommunication and Radiocommunication
& Ancillary Purposes (Designation T17, map ref 11). This
Monitor progress and outcome of claim. Seek
land is also identified as a Heritage area in the District Plan. protection under Reserves Act 1977.

This land is WCC owned land. Part of this land is identified as
a Heritage area in the District Plan.
Reclassify as scenic reserve

This land is recreation reserve subject to the Reserves Act
1977. It is Crown owned land, Wellington City Council has
been appointed to control and Manage the reserve. The
land's legal documentation is held in gazette notices 929260.1
and 929260.2. Requesting new CT’s for the Wrights Hill land
would make future administration references more straight
forward. Part of this land is identified as a Heritage area in
the District Plan.
Reclassify as scenic reserve. Obtain new CTs.

This land is recreation reserve subject to the Reserves Act
1977. It is Crown owned land, Wellington City Council has
been appointed to control and Manage the reserve. The
land's legal documentation is held in gazette notices 929260.1
and 929260.2. Requesting new CT’s for the Wrights Hill land
would make future administration references more straight
forward. Part of this land is identified as a Heritage area in
the District Plan.
Reclassify as scenic reserve. Obtain new CTs.

This land is recreation reserve subject to the Reserves Act
1977. It is Crown owned land, Wellington City Council has
been appointed to control and Manage the reserve. The
land's legal documentation is held in gazette notices 929260.1
and 929260.2. Requesting new CT’s for the Wrights Hill land
would make future administration references more straight
forward.
Reclassify as scenic reserve. Obtain new CTs.

Area 6.2 - Karori Wildlife Sanctuary

Long-term vision
o Development of a conservation site of international significance which, through
the provision of public access and advocacy, enhances understanding and
commitment to conservation and New Zealand’s natural heritage.
o An ecological ‘reservoir’ for the wider area.
o Restoration of the upper catchment of the Kaiwharawhara ecosystem, including the
return of:
o uncommon, rare and threatened plants, birds, invertebrates lizards and tuatara,
frogs, bats and fish.
o A successful and sustainable tourism destination for visitors to Wellington.
o A sustainable partnership with Karori Wildlife Sanctuary Trust in support of these
outcomes.

Land status
Please refer to the accompanying map and table.
Management programme
o Support the implementation of the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary Management Plan.
o Completion and maintenance of the track network, including shared management
of the Perimeter Track and interpretation outside the fence.
o Improve the local network of tracks at the northern end of the sanctuary outside the
perimeter fence and in the vicinity of Birdwood Reserve.
o Complete the establishment of the perimeter buffer reserves and a clear
management regime, consistent with this Plan.
o Complete the formalisation of management for this land through the lease of the
land to the trust.
Public access and enjoyment
o Public access within Karori Sanctuary is for walking and other passive recreational

activities associated with the viewing and enjoyment of native flora, fauna and
heritage.
o The sanctuary trust charges a fee for one-off visits, but unlimited access during
open hours can be obtained with the purchase of a sanctuary trust membership to
the Sanctuary Trust.
o Public access is provided for walking and mountain biking on the Perimeter Track.
Mountain biking is allowed on all other tracks outside the Sanctuary fence unless
stated otherwise.
o Special permission may be granted on a one-off basis for properly organised tours
in off-road vehicles on the Perimeter Track between Wright Hill and the Polhill
Wind Turbine, subject to the general policies in this Plan and any assessment
criteria or conditions the Council may wish to impose, and approval from the
sanctuary trust.
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Sector Six - Wrights Hill/Karori Sanctuary
(Karori Sanctuary)
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6.2

6.2.6

Croyden Park

1392

Proposed Lot 5

6.2.4

1379

Proposed Lot 4

6.2.3

6.2.5

Proposed Lot 3

6.2.2

Part Section 2
Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District
22D/469 pt

Not a reserve

Not a reserve

Not a reserve

Not a reserve

Reserve
Description

0.5846 ha

Not a reserve

5.2375 Not a reserve

0.5100 ha

0.6600 ha

0.3700 ha

246.5 ha

CT Reference Land Area

Parts Section 32
& 34 Karori
District and Parts
of Lots 65 & 66
DP 1871
22D/469 pt

Proposed Lot 1

2149

Proposed Lots 1,
3, 4 & 5, being
the subdivision of
Part Section 1,
Parts 1&2 of
Section 2, Part
Sections
3,4,5,6,7,9,10
and 11 Upper
Kaiwharawhara
District, Part
Sections 32 and
34 Karori District,
Part Sections 69
and 92 Terawhiti
District, Part Lot
15 on Deposited
Plan 2050 (as
below)

WCC Site Legal
number
Description

6.2.1

Mapping
Reference

Birdwood Reserve

Karori Wildlife Sanctuary
and boundary properties

Management Area Site Name

Conservation
3B, W3 and
W6,

Open Space B

Protect as recreation reserve

This title has been created to provide a buffer reserve (with
free public access) adjoining Karori Wildlife Sanctuary. Its
status and management should so far as possible be
consistent with other existing or proposed reserves bordering
the Sanctuary.
Protect as scenic reserve.

Conservation
3B, W3 and
W6,

Protect as scenic reserve.

This title has been created to provide a buffer reserve (with
free public access) adjoining Karori Wildlife Sanctuary. Its
status and management should so far as possible be
consistent with other existing or proposed reserves bordering
the Sanctuary.
Protect as scenic reserve.

Conservation
3B, W3 and
W6,

Held as a pleasure Ground, gazette reference 480831.1
requires reserve classification. The site houses a scout hall
and is an important secondary entrance to the Sanctuary
Perimeter Track.

This land bordering Versailles Street has been the subject of
discsssion as to its best use and status. As public land
purchased for sanctuary purposes by Wellington City Council,
it should be protected. However, it has been maintained and
used in common by Versailles Street residents for many years
as an open green strip bordering 10 or more houses on the
eastern side of the street. The present title boundary runs
very close to some of these houses and the area may not
work well as a reserve without some rationalisation of this
boundary and clear definition of its use and management.
The land provides excellent views into the valley and should Resolve issues in consultation with adjoining residents
be retained for public enjoyment and as a buffer to the
and the Sanctuary Trust, taking account of the wider
Sanctuary.
community's interest in this land.

Held as a pleasure ground, gazette refernece 480831.1,
requires reserve classification

Protect as reserve as per sale and purchase agreement
(reference). Complete lease arrangments to Karori
Wildlife Sanctuary Trust.

Conservation
3B, W3 and
W6,

Conservation
W6

Complete current process.

This is the main Sanctuary area, encompassed by an 8
kilometre fence, and managed by Karori Wildlife Sanctuary
Trust. Subject to the Karori Wildlife Sanctuary Management
Plan 1999.

Actions needed

New CT’s are currently being issued. Refer to File 75/2149.
The boundaries for Proposed Lots 1, 3,4 & 5 in the
Management Area maps are indicative only at this stage .

Notes

Conservation
3B, W3 and
W6,

District Plan
Gazette Reference Zoning

