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1 Meeting Conduct 
 
1. 1 Apologies 
The Chairperson invites notice from members of: 
 
1. Leave of absence for future meetings of the Makara/Ohariu Community Board; or 
2. Apologies, including apologies for lateness and early departure from the meeting, 

where leave of absence has not previously been granted. 
 
1. 2 Conflict of Interest Declarations 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest 
they might have. 
 
1. 3 Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2014 will be put to the Makara/Ohariu 
Community Board for confirmation.  
 
1. 4 Public Participation 
A period of at least 10 minutes shall be set aside near the beginning of Makara/Ohariu 
Community Board meetings to enable members of the public to make statements about any 
matter on the Agenda for that meeting. The total time set aside for public participation may 
be extended with the majority agreement of the Board.  
 
1. 5 Items not on the Agenda 
A motion relating to any matter not on the Agenda may be made without notice, by the 
unanimous resolution of the meeting. The Chairperson shall explain to the meeting why the 
item is not on the agenda and the reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until 
a subsequent meeting. 
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3. Reports 
 
 

PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF CEMETERY HOUSE - 329 MAKARA 

ROAD  
 
 

Purpose 

1. To obtain the Makara/Ohariu Community Board’s endorsement and feedback (if any) 
on officers’ recommendation to Council that it disposes of the house (not the Land) at 
329 Makara Road, being part of Makara Cemetery land. 

2. The house is no longer sustainable in its present location, nor required for Cemetery or 
Open Space purposes, so is surplus to requirements.  

3. This matter is to be considered by the Environment Committee meeting of 19 March 
2015. 

Summary 

4. This house is no longer occupied by Council staff and the requirement for the existing 
two staff houses at this cemetery is no longer necessary.  The house sits on land 
acquired under the Public Works Act for the purposes of a Cemetery. 

5. It is proposed to find a buyer to relocate the house, or if this is not achievable then 
demolish the house, reuse salvageable material and retain the land for cemetery 
purposes. 

 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Endorse the recommendations by Council officers to dispose of the building at 329 
Makara Road - Makara Cemetery. 

3. Provide feedback to officers for inclusion in the report (if needed).  
 

 

Background and Discussion 

329 Makara Cemetery House 
6. There are presently two houses at Makara Cemetery. Both have been used in the past 

for staff accommodation. Staff vacated 329 Makara Road in April 2014. And it is no 
longer necessary for staff and is surplus to Parks, Sports and Recreation Business Unit 
and Cemetery requirements.  

7. Council has consulted with both the Makara Community Board and Makara Community 
Centre. The Community Centre wish to see the building retained in the Makara area. 
Consultation began in December 2013 (over one year ago) when adverts about the 
house vacancy went into the local newsletter.  

8. The community concerns are as follows: 
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 Loss of potential income should the house be relocated opposed to subdivided 
and sold fee-simple.   

 Removing the house would take away the potential prospect of a new family 
moving in to the area 

 Concerned the land being used for cemetery purposes near the entrance to 
Makara Village. 

Options 
9. The land the house is located on was acquired for Cemetery Purposes in the 1950’s 

under the Public Works Act, so any disposal of the building and land would require 
subdivision and disposal under the Public Works Act 1981. Though not a problematic 
process, the property would also need to go through a plan change as the land is 
currently Zoned Open Space B. The land would need to be rezoned as rural (in 
keeping with the surrounding zoning) to be treated and marketed as a desirable 
dwelling and for future potential uses.  However this is not recommended as the land 
was secured for future cemetery purposes and still identified for future cemetery 
purposes in the Cemetery Management Plan, which includes screening and 
landscaping with native vegetation along Makara Road so the views into the cemetery 
will be blocked. It is important we retain the land for future cemetery use.  

10. There is little demand for the house to be used as residential accommodation over the 
last year. It was empty April 2014 until November 2014, although there is now a (short 
term) 6 month residential lease secured for this property, which expires in May 2015. 

11. Retaining the house as a rental accommodation requires upfront and ongoing 
investment to ensure it is in a suitable for leasing and occupation would not be 
guaranteed.  

12. Council officers seek support from the Makara Community Board for the proposal and 
any feedback for inclusion in the report to Environment Committee report. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Location, Legal Description and Photo of 329 Makara Road, 

Makara Cemetery   
Page 10 

Attachment 2. Environment Committee Paper for disposal of 329 Makara 
Road House   

Page 12 

  
 
Author Joel de Boer, Recreation and Parks Planner  
Authoriser Paul Andrews, Manager Parks, Sport and Recreation  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

Please refer to the report in Attachment 1. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

Treaty of Waitangi consideration will only be relevant should the disposal of the Makara 
Cemetery House go through a Public Works Act process administered undertaken by the 
Council’s Property Business Unit and Land Information New Zealand. 
 

Financial implications 

Disposal of the House will the housing assets having their book values written off as follows: 
• 329 Makara Cemetery House - $197,515.08. 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

The resolution provided is consistence with the relevant policies and management plan ie 
Cemetery Management Plan December 2003. 
 

Risks / legal  

Please refer to the report in Attachment 1. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

N/A 
 

Communications Plan 

None is required. 
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Makara Cemetery House - 329 Makara Valley  
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DISPOSAL OF 2 HOUSES ON OPEN SPACE LAND, SURPLUS 

TO REQUIRMENTS: 

- 329 MAKARA CEMETERY 

- TE AHUMAIRANGI HOUSE 
 
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek the support of the Environment Committee to 
recommend  to Council the disposal of the following houses on open space land 

329 Makara Road - Cemetery House 

Te Ahumairangi – Old Caretakers House  

2. All the houses are no longer sustainable in their present locations, nor required for 
open space, and so are surplus to requirements. 

3. The disposal of both the Makara Cemetery and Te Ahumairangi Hill houses only 
involve the dwelling and not the land. 

4. Under the Delegations Policy, Section 6.9 Property Transactions, the sale or purchase 
of buildings requires full Council approval, if they are not included into the Annual Plan 
Process. 

 <insert text here> 

Summary 

5. A recent review of houses on open space land has identified 2 houses that are no 
longer required for open space purposes. A decision to dispose of the surplus houses 
needs to be made to ensure resources focus on key Council assets, as opposed to 
using resources on unsustainable and surplus assets. 

329 Makara Road - Cemetery House 
6. This house is no longer occupied by Council staff and the requirement for the existing 

two staff houses at this cemetery is no longer necessary.  The house sits on land 
acquired under the Public Works Act for the purposes of a Cemetery. 

7. It is proposed to find a buyer to relocate the house, or if this is not achievable then 
demolish the house, reuse salvageable material and retain the land for cemetery 
purposes. 

Te Ahumairangi – Old Caretakers House  
8. This house is located on Town Belt land (old Telecom site associated with New 

Zealand Post Office Wireless Transmitting Station).   

9. Due to the near derelict state of the house there needs to be substantial money spent 
to make it a desirable dwelling for leasing purposes. It’s relatively isolated location 
means finding a sustainable and appropriate use is unlikely. Due to the steep access it 
cannot be relocated. 

10. It is proposed to undertake a photographic record, reuse salvageable material, 
demolish the house, and ensure interpretation of the area and surrounding envions. 
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Recommendation/s 

That the Environment Committee recommend to the Council the disposal of the buildings: 

1. 329 Makara Road - Makara Cemetery 

2. Te Ahumairangi Hill House  

 Notes: Before demolition of Te Ahumairangi House, a photographic record is to be 
completed, and salvaging reusable material is to be recovered. 

 If a buyer cannot be found to relocate the Makara Cemetery house within 6 months 
from the date of resolution the house will be demolished.  

 

<insert text here>Background and Discussion 

329 Makara Cemetery House 
11. There are presently two houses at Makara Cemetery. Both have been used in the past 

for staff accommodation. Staff vacated 329 Makara Road in April 2014. And it is no 
longer necessary for staff and is surplus to Parks, Sports and Recreation Business Unit 
and Cemetery requirements.  

12. Council has consulted with both the Makara Community Board and Makara Community 
Centre. The Community Centre wish to see the building retained in the Makara area. 
Consultation began in December 2013 (over one year ago) when adverts about the 
house vacancy went into the local newsletter.  

13. The community concerns are as follows: 

 Loss of potential income should the house be relocated opposed to subdivided 
and sold fee-simple.   

 Removing the house would take away the potential prospect of a new family 
moving in to the area 

 Concerned the land being used for cemetery purposes near the entrance to 
Makara Village. 

Options 
14. The land the house is located on was acquired for Cemetery Purposes in the 1950’s 

under the Public Works Act, so any disposal of the building and land would require 
subdivision and disposal under the Public Works Act 1981. Though not a problematic 
process, the property would also need to go through a plan change as the land is 
currently Zoned Open Space B. The land would need to be rezoned as rural (in 
keeping with the surrounding zoning) to be treated and marketed as a desirable 
dwelling and for future potential uses.  However this is not recommended as the land 
was secured for future cemetery purposes and still identified for future cemetery 
purposes in the Cemetery Management Plan, which includes screening and 
landscaping with native vegetation along Makara Road so the views into the cemetery 
will be blocked. It is important we retain the land for future cemetery use.  

15. There is little demand for the house to be used as residential accommodation over the 
last year. It was empty April 2014 until November 2014, although there is now a (short 
term) 6 month residential lease secured for this property, which expires in May 2015. 

16. Retaining the house as a rental accommodation requires upfront and ongoing 
investment to ensure it is in a suitable for leasing and occupation would not be 
guaranteed.  
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Te Ahumairangi House  
17. This house was built around 1936 and was used as the caretaker’s house for the 

Telecom site associated with New Zealand Post Office Wireless Transmitting Station. 
The land is now part of the Town Belt which was transferred to Council under s50 of 
the Public Work Act 1981. At the time of the transfer there were four other houses 
associated with the former Telecom land which have since been removed.  

18. Under the old Town Belt Reinstatement Policy 1998 “The council affirms its existing 
policy in the Town Belt Management Plan 1995 to seek for Town Belt purposes all the 
land currently in ownership of Telecom New situated on Tinakori Hill.  

19. Te Ahumairangi Hill is one of the least developed sectors of the Town Belt and 
provides a natural environment for informal recreation, particularly walking, running and 
biking. There are also great views of Wellington harbour and beyond, as well as picnic 
sites. 

20. Policy 8.1.6.2 of the Wellington Town Belt Management Plan 2013 for this area states 
“Review the heritage value of the former caretaker’s house off Orangi Kaupapa Road 
and investigate possible sustainable uses”   

21. In 2008 Council engaged Michael Kelly to investigate if the house should be listed in 
the district plan the conclusion stated ‘not enough is known about the history of its use 
to form a conclusion. Should such information be found, it is still more than likely that 
individual listing will not be recommended’.  The report also concluded the house had 
some historic significance and modest architectural significance. There is good 
interpretation about the site history at the developed look out at the end of the sealed 
road. 

Options 
22. A report was commissioned in 2013 to look at sustainable uses for the house. It 

concluded this site is not the best as it was a bleak house with a poor outlook. The 
review suggested moving it off Town Belt (as suggested by the Friends of the Town 
Belt) or sell it for relocation. Due to the condition of the house, accommodation on site 
was not recommended. 

23. The house has been broken into and is a potential arson risk.  It needs to be disposed 
of as soon as possible – salvaging as much as possible and avoiding damage to 
surrounding land. 

24. Consultation has occurred with the City Council’s Heritage Advisor (Vanessa Tanner). 
Their recommendation is as follows: 

 
 That a photographic record is made of the building before its demolition  
 That demolition of the building involves salvage of all reusable/recyclable 

materials 
 That building platform  terraces of all the previous structures related to the radio 

station are kept visible and accessible and maintained in a low ground cover 
vegetation or lawn in order that the extent of the complex can continue to be 
interpreted and appreciated in the future. 

 

<insert text here, the following two sub-headings should come at 

the end of the discussion> 
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<insert text here> 
 
Next Actions 
25. <insert text here> 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Locations, Legal Descriptions and Photos    
  
 
Author Joel de Boer, Recreation and Parks Planner  
Authoriser Michael Oates, Open Space and Recreation Planning Manager  
 
 
 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

 

Draft Paper is going to the Makara/Ohariu Community Board for comment and feedback. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

Treaty of Waitangi consideration will only be relevant should the disposal of the Makara 
Cemetery House go through a Public Works Act process administered undertaken by the 
Council’s Property Business Unit and Land Information New Zealand. <insert text here> 
 

Financial implications 

Disposal of the House will the housing assets having their book values written off as follows: 

 329 Makara Cemetery House - $197,515.08 

 Te Ahumairangi House - $166,500.86 

 
The Chief Financial Officer has financial delegation authority to witting off these values, once  
Council approval disposal of the buildings. 
 
There are no funding amendments required to the LTP or Annual Plan. <insert text here> 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

The resolutions provided are consistence with the relevant policies and management plans ie 
Town Belt Management Plan August 2013, Cemetery Management Plan December 2003 
and Outter Green Belt Management Plan May 2004.  <insert text here> 
 

Risks / legal  

Any sale and purchase of the Makara Cemetery House will need to follow legal sale and 
purchase agreements and documentation.<insert text here> 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

There are no Climate Change impacts or considerations.<insert text here> 
 

Communications Plan 

N/A<insert text here> 
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LTP 2015/25 UPDATE REPORT 
 
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to inform members of the Makara/Ohariu Community 
Board of progress on the draft Long-term Plan 2015/25, with reference to the Special 
Consultative Procedure taking place during March and April 2015. 

Summary 

2. The Long-term Plan 2015/25 is the implementation document that will steer the future 
of Wellington. Its purpose is to set out the Council’s strategic direction, financial 
parameters and programme for the next 10 years.  

3. The Mayor is responsible for leading the development of the plan and her provisional 
approach and overview of the plan is attached to this document. 

4. Council will present key significant issues in a Consultation Document to 
Wellingtonians in early March-April during the formal consultation and engagement 
period. 

5. Council has adopted a number of innovative approaches to consult as widely and 
broadly as possible with all Wellingtonians, ratepayers and residents on this plan. 

 
 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

 

Background 

6. The Long-term Plan is the most important planning tool that Council has to affect the 
future of Wellington and to ensure its prosperity in the coming years. Currently Council 
is in the process of finalising the draft Long-term Plan 2015/25 that will go out to the 
public for formal consultation in a Consultation Document.  

7. The provisional Mayoral Overview takes a strategic choice: to “invest to grow” to 
secure the city’s wellbeing and prosperity rather than just a “business as usual” 
programme. 

8. This proposal will result in investing in projects that result in economic growth and an 
expansion of the rating base. 

9. This Consultation Document, a new requirement under the Local Government Act 2002 
(LGA 2002), will contain the most significant and important issues facing Wellington, 
the Council, and its residents and ratepayers. 

10. The formal consultation and engagement period will run from 13 March – 17 April 2015 
under the Special Consultative Procedure process, as prescribed by the LGA 2002. 

11. In order to reach more residents and ratepayers, Council’s draft Engagement Plan 
makes provision for more interactive discussions between Council, its Councillors and 
all Wellingtonians. 
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12. To promote this, Councillors proposed a ward forum format for each ward, fronted by 
the local councillors.   

13. This Plan aims to reach our communities through the following tools: 
 Sector specific fora 
 Special interest groups fora 
 A ward forum in each ward 
 An interactive LTP webpage 
 Awareness campaign and press releases in the media  
 Social media opportunities 

14. Interactive hearings will give submitters an additional platform to raise important issues 
with Council. 

15. This decision of Council is supported in the newly amended LGA 2002. 

Discussion 

16. Both the LTP and the Engagement Plan are still in draft format and will be submitted to 
Council for final approval in late February 

 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Mayoral Overview   Page 20 
  
 
Author Marissa Cairncross, Snr Adv Planning & Reporting  
Authoriser Brian Hannah, Director Strategy and External Relations  
 

1. Mayoral overview document (10 December 2014)  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

Council engaged communities, special interest groups, including Maori stakeholders and 
sector specific groups in September 2014 in order to draft a formal Engagement Plan for the 
LTP 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

All issues involving any related matter of the Treaty of Waitangi will be considered as part of 
the LTP process 
 

Financial implications 

All financial implications will be assessed and given due consideration as part of the LTP 
process 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

All policy and legislative considerations will be considered as part of the LTP process 
 

Risks / legal  

All legal and legislative requirements will be considered as part of the LTP process 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

All Climate Change impacts will be considered as part of the LTP process 
 

Communications Plan 

The Engagement and Consultation Plan will enable wide public participation, engagement 
and consultation around all key LTP issues 
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MAYORAL OVERVIEW: LONG-TERM PLAN 2015-2025 
 
 

Purpose 

1. This report provides the mayoral overview of the draft long-term plan. It sets out the 
overall approach – a programme that invests in growth – and the key projects that 
support its implementation. 

Recommendations 

That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note the overall approach (to the draft 2015-2025 Long-term Plan as outlined in the 
Mayoral Overview in attachment 1) to sustain the city’s wellbeing and prosperity by 
‘investing in growth’ subject to detailed deliberations in February 2015 that will 
determine: 

 specific projects and their sequencing over ten years 
 funding policy settings 
    performance measures and targets

Overview 

3. Wellington City Council is required to have a Long-term Plan. Its purpose is to set out 
the Council’s strategic direction, financial parameters and programme for the decade 
ahead. The mayor is responsible for leading the development of the plan. 

   4. The Mayor’s approach and overview of the plan is attached as attachment 1 to this 
report. 

   5. The overview takes a strategic choice: to ‘invest in growth’ to secure the city’s 
wellbeing and prosperity rather than just a ‘business as usual’ programme.   

   6. The proposal will result in a modest increase in rates and debt above that of the 
business as usual programme but will remain within prudential limits and below the 
average rates increase for the last 15 years.  It will see the Council retain its AA credit 
rating. 

   7. Investing in projects that result in economic growth will see an expansion of the rating 
base. This in turn will see the cost of rates spread amongst a wider pool, lessening the 
impact of rates increases and providing the opportunity to invest back into services. 

   8. The plan would see the community benefit from: 

 Improved connections: an extended runway and direct connections to Asia / 
North America; and more transport choices with investment in cycleways, bus 
priority measures, and reduced bottlenecks with the support of NZTA’s 
investments.  

 Environmental management: $1.8 billion that includes sustained service levels 
for reserves and open spaces, real time monitoring to lessen the impact of 
contaminants entering our waterways, creation of a hydraulic model of the city to 
guide our future decisions in relation to planning rules and adaptation steps to 
climate change, and funding towards an Ocean Exploration Centre to add to the 
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city’s nature based attractions.  The successful Smart Energy initiative also 
continues.   

 A social and recreation programme that builds on significant investments in 
recent years. A new library will be built in Johnsonville to support growth in the 
northern area, the next phase in our upgrade of 2,300 social housing units will be 
completed, a hockey turf will be added at the National Stadium and a refresh of 
the Basin Reserve undertaken, free access to libraries and subsidised entry to 
our extensive network recreational facilities will be continued, as will our 
community grants, safety and resilience programmes.  

 Economic and cultural initiatives: the proposal makes provision for projects 
such as a tech hub, international film museum, performance arena, strengthening 
of the Town Hall and Civic campus, a commitment to the NZ Arts Festival to 
develop ‘off-year’ events, an extension to the Museum of City to Sea, events and 
celebrations to attract visitors and support retailers and others.  We will also 
continue our support for tourism and business attraction campaigns through 
WREDA.  

 A sense of place: the proposal includes major urban regeneration initiatives that 
aim to stimulate the supply of housing and provide more choice, while 
maintaining the city’s compact form lessening the impact on emissions that arise 
from sprawl.  It also introduces an urban activation programme that would see 
small scale pop-up events occurring across the city, an expansion of the heritage 
grants to $1million over the first three years to support strengthening works, and 
an upgrade of Frank Kitts Park including a Chinese Garden and revamped 
playground. 

9. By investing in the right projects – those that generate economic returns as well as 
other benefits – this extensive programme will be delivered with lower average rates 
increases across the 10 years than the average over the past 15 years 

Background 

10. The proposal outlined in the mayoral overview is provisional.  The funding policy, 
performance measures and sequencing of the projects will be presented in February.  
That will also provide the opportunity for amendments to the proposal to be made 
should there be any.  

11. Once the draft plan is agreed, it will be consulted on using a core consultation 
document that will be agreed by Council. The draft plan will consist of a number of 
components: 
 Financial Strategy: see the report on this agenda  
 Infrastructure Strategy: see the report on this agenda  
 Significant Forecasting Assumptions: see the report on this agenda 
 Significance and Engagement Policy: adopted on 5 November 2014 
 A performance measurement framework for activities: to be considered in 

February  
 A revenue and financing policy that guides the funding splits for activities: to be 

considered in February 
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 Prospective financial statements: to be completed to reflect final decisions 
 Ancillary matters such as, the Waterfront Development Plan, a fees and charges 

schedule: to be provided in February.  
 An audit report: to be presented at Council at the time of adopting the draft. 

 
Action 
12. Wellington is at a pivotal moment. Cities around the world are competing for resources: 

jobs, tourism dollars, investment and people.  This draft long term plan provides the 
platform for the Council to show leadership.  A business as usual approach would see 
the city fall behind others.  A programme that invests in growth is recommended to 
propel the city forward.  

13. This will show confidence in Wellington’s future. 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. LTP Mayoral Overview         Page 80 
 
Author Mayor Celia Wade-Brown  
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MAKARA/OHARIU SURVEY RESULTS 
 
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to discuss the results and analysis of the Makara/ Ohariu 
Community Board survey commissioned in late 2014.  

Summary 

2. The Makara/Ohariu Community Board is reviewing the old community plans for Makara 
and Ohariu. 

3. The Board seeked public input and feedback on a variety of issues by way of a 
targeted survey. 

4. The survey went out on 11 December 2014, and was extended to 23 January 2014. 

5. The survey asked questions about the following topics: 
 Road safety 
 Economy 
 Recreational activities 
 Rural activities 
 Natural environment protection 
 Community information and involvement 

 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

Background 

6. Makara/Ohariu Community Board is in the process of reviewing both the 2001 Makara 
Community Plan and the 2001 Ohariu Community Plan.  

7. After wide public engagement and consultation the aim is to create one Community 
Plan for Makara and Ohariu. 

8. In order to engage the community, a survey was created outlining the vision for the 
area and a number of outcomes to guide decisions for the environment, the people and 
the future of Makara and Ohariu. 

9. An online survey link was sent to all Makara and Ohariu households with email 
addresses and 300 hard copies were printed off and distributed by the Community 
Board members. 

10. The survey went live on 11 December and the proposed closing date was 30 
December 2014. 

11. In early January, residents in Hazelwood Avenue and South Karori Road requested  to 
be included in the survey. Wellington City Council maps indicate that the southern most 
part of South Karori Road falls within the Makara/ohariu Community Board boundaries.  

12. As a result, the survey was emailed to around 14 households in South Karori Road and 
the deadline was extended to 23 January 2015. 
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Discussion 

13. A total of 104 completed surveys were received by 23 January 2015 – 69 online and 35 
hard copies.  

14. The top three issues listed in order of importance are: 
 Transport 
 Subdivisions 
 Maintaining the character of the area. 

15. Residents also proposed possible solutions to the above issues. The top three 
solutions proposed are: 
 Widen roads, put in passing lanes, lower speed limits, fencing of the road 

reserve, put in hard shoulders, regular clearing of debris and tree trimming 
 More stringent subdivision rules 
 Have more community get-togethers. 

16. Some interesting statistics came out of the survey e.g. 
 52% agreed that the new speed limits were safer 
 71% want the economic needs of the rural community met, but the majority (57%) 

disagreed with subdivision in the valley 
 73% of respondents wanted sufficient variety of quality and safe recreational 

opportunities for the community  
 The majority (84%) of respondents want to be able to operate appropriate 

businesses in the area 
 When it comes to the environment, 90% of respondents wanted the natural 

environment to be well managed. 
 Only 50% of respondents agreed that it is easy to find out about what is 

happening in the local area 

17. The full report and analysis is attached to this report. 
 

Options 
18. The Makara/Ohariu Community Board must decide if this information is sufficient as a 

baseline to start drafting a combined Makara/Ohariu Community Plan or if this process 
should be repeated with more targeted questions for community input. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. 2015 Makara/Ohariu Community Board Survey Results    Page 42 
  
 
Author Marissa Cairncross, Snr Adv Planning & Reporting  
Authoriser Brian Hannah, Director Strategy and External Relations  
 
Attachment 1: 2015 Makara/Ohariu Community Board Survey Results   
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

Makara/Ohariu Community Board endeavour to consult and engage with its community as 
regularly and broadly as possible on all relevant matters. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

All issues involving any related matter of the Treaty of Waitangi will be taken into 
consideration. 
 

Financial implications 

All financial considerations will be considered and taken into account. 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

All policy and legislative considerations will be considered and taken into account. 
 

Risks / legal  

All Risks and legal considerations will be considered and taken into account. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

All Climate change impacts will be considered. 
 

Communications Plan 

All relevant communications will be disseminated as widely as possible to the community. 
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2015 Makara/Ohariu Community Board  
Survey Results 
 

WCC Research and Evaluation team 
January 2015 
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Overview of the Makara/Ohariu Community Board  
survey results 
A survey link was supplied to attendees of a 2014 Makara/Ohariu Community Board 
meeting. Paper based surveys were also available for people to fill out. 

104 people completed the survey in total. 

The results indicate that respondents were most concerned about: 

 Transport 

 Subdivision regulations 

 Maintaining the areas character  

 Preservation of the natural environment  

 Pest and weed control  

 Businesses in the area 

 Cell phone and internet coverage 

 Power infrastructure 

 Utilities 

 Wind turbines. 

However, a couple of respondents commented on the survey itself: 

‘Just a comment on the questionnaire - to answer most of these questions 
you're going to agree or be neutral because you'd be crazy otherwise - the 
questions are too broad and too vague - I mean everyone is going to say the 
economic heart of Makara is important aren't they? and that we care about the 
environment and the ridgelines etc - they define Makara...’ 
 
‘Your questions are a bit unclear - e.g. when you ask "We want the natural 
environment (i.e. waterways, native habitats, coastal areas) to be well 
managed" - does that mean rules are made stricter and you get told off for 
being active and doing stuff, or does it mean things are more likely to be done, 
like flood prevention work?’ 
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Introduction 
The Makara/Ohariu Communtiy Board is looking at setting future priorities and 
wanted to get feedback from members of the public as to what these should be. 
Willing attendees of a Makara/Ohariu Community Board meeting were surveyed 
as well as other interested members of the public. Results from this 2014 survey 
are presented in this report. 

Method 
A survey link was supplied to attendees of a 2014 Makara/Ohariu Community Board 
meeting. Paper based surveys were also available for people to fill out. 

104 people completed the survey in total. 

Results 
Results from the top and bottom two categories have been considered together to 
draw conclusions. For example, the number of respondents who ‘agreed’ to a 
question equates to all respondents who answered agreed or strongly agreed. 

Important Issues 
Respondents thought that the most important issues to be addressed, in order of the 
number of times they were mentioned, were: 

 Transport (which is elaborated on in more detail in the road safety section) 

 Subdivision - some respondents though you should allow reasonable 
subdivision to promote growth, and others want no subdivision 

 Maintain the areas character - respondents wanted the rural nature of the 
area preserved. A couple of the respondents questioned why Makara and 
Ohariu were regarded as a combined community and whether they shared 
goals for development. 

 Preservation of the natural environment including enhanced waterways, 
prevention of overfishing, rubbish removal from beaches and replanting 
natives. 

 Pest and weed control – goats, possums, cats, rats, gorse, and barberry  

 More businesses in the area and/or support for existing business 

 Improved cell phone and internet coverage 
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Better power infrastructure – ‘an average of 6 power cuts per year is 
unacceptable’ 

Utilities – Water, sewerage and rubbish 

Wind turbines – restrictions on further development and concerns with current 
noise and visual appearance. One respondent asked for noise data to be 
shared. 

 
Proposed Solutions 
Respondents proposed solutions to the issues they’d identified including: 

Transport related – widen roads, put in passing lanes, lower speed limits, 
fence the road reserve, put in hard shoulders on dangerous sections, regular 
clearing of debris, tree trimming. 

Alternative modes of transport – put in cycle lanes, don’t allow cyclists until 
road has been improved or only allow at certain times, open up some Council 
land for recreational walking and cycling, have a morning and night bus and 
allow adults to ride on the school bus as there are empty seats, develop a 
horse area like the mountain bike park. 

 More stringent subdivision rules 

 Have more community get togethers 

 Environment related – encourage residents to get involved, provide incentives 
for landowners to clean their streams, make farmers fence off and plant river 
banks, monitor septic tank efficiency, create a recreational fishing reserve 

 Pest and weed control related – more Council input and funding, talk to land 
owners about how they plan to deal with pests and weeds, force property 
owners to keep gorse under control, and/or have local working bees to 
remove pests and weeds. 

 Infrastructure and utility related – maintain pressure on providers, spend more 
on infrastructure upfront, lobby Spark and Vodafone to improve coverage. 

 Do not allow further wind turbines and monitor noise. 

Respondents also requested more action, some wanted more enforcement from the 
police to hold people to account, and people also requested to be better informed 
about issues affecting them. 
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Road Safety 
Figure 1 below shows that the majority of people (88% or 79 out of 90 people) 
agreed that they wanted efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods 
within the rural areas.  

A number of people (17 out of 92) disagreed that the new speed limits have 
improved road safety. Although the majority (52% or 48 out of 92 people) agreed that 
the new speed limits were safer. 
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Figure 1: Road safety measures 

 

Respondents thought that the most important road improvements to be made were: 

1) Road maintenance including  

a. clearing slips in a timely manner 

b. filling in deep curbs, ditches, rutts, drainage channels and pot holes 

c. working on the condition of the roading surface – smoothing/levelling it 
out, strengthen the crumbling edges of the road, repairing cracks 

d. cutting back roadside vegetation (especially so stock trucks don’t move 
to the other side of the road to avoid overhanging trees) 

e. set safety barriers further back from road edge. 

  
2) Road widening 

 

3) Create alternative tracks or a lane for pedestrians, cyclists and horses. Or at a 
minimuma safety berm should be added on blind corners. 
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4) Having lower speed limits in some areas and enforcing speed restrictions. 
Although not everyone thought reduced speed limits and speed bumps 
improved safety. 
 

 

 

5) More visible signage about things such as: 

a. Shared road usage 

b. Warning signs for cyclists/runners 

c. Keeping to the left 

d. Speed limits 

e. Hidden driveways 

f. Appeals to slow drivers to pull over 

A few people also mentioned that it would be beneficial to create more and better 
pull over bays, and if possible straighten out the road and improve visibility aroud 
corners. 

 

The Economy 
Figure 2 below shows that the majority of respondents (71% or 63 out of 89 people) 
want the economic need of the rural community met. The majority of respondents 
(57% or 53 out of 93 people) disagreed with subdivision in the valley. There was 
divided opinion about whether or not the current rules for subdivision should be 
tightened, although slightly more respondents tended to agree that the rules should 
be tightened. 
 

Figure 2: Economic measures 
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Recreational Opportunities 
The majority of respondents (73% or 67 out of 92 people) agreed that they want 
sufficient variety of quality and safe recreational opportunities for the community. 
 

Figure 3: Recreational measure 
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Local businesses 

The majority of respondents (84% or 77 out of 92 people) agreed that they want 
residents to be able to operate appropriate businesses in the area. Opinions were 
relatively divided with regards to whether or not more retail and tourism businesses 
would be a positive development for the area, although more people agreed it would 
be positive than not. 

Figure 4: Business measures 
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Natural Environment 
Figure 5 below shows that the majority of respondents (80% or 72 out of 90 
people) agree that they want the important ridgelines, landscapes and views in the 
area to be well protected. Virtually all respondents (90% or 84 out of 93 people) 
also agreed that they wanted the natural environment to be well managed.  

Figure 5: Environmental measures 
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Local Decision Making 
92% of respondents (82 out of 90 people) were aware of the local Community Board. 

Figure 6 below shows that virtually all respondents (96% or 88 out of 92 people) 
would like local people to be able to participate in decision making. The majority of 
respondents (50% or 46 out of 92 people) agreed that is easy to find out about what 
is happening in the local area, although 32% disagreed. 

Figure 6: Local decision making 

 

Respondents claimed that they used the following sources of information to find out 
about what was happening locally: 

1. Word of mouth (45) 

2. Email (42) 

3. Makara Magazine (17) 

4. Newsletter (17) 

5. Yahoo group (9) 

6. Information boards/signs (9) 
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Figure 7 below shows that more than half of the respondents have attended a 
Community Board meeting or been in touch with a Board member in the last year.  

Figure 7: Attendance of Community Board meetings and/or frequency of contact with Board 

members 

 

Additional thoughts 
Respondents were also interested in: 

 More open communication and increasing awareness about things happening 
in or effecting their community (11)  
‘Not everyone is on the Yahoo group’ 
‘It would be useful to have a regular newsletter or email update. this would 
allow the dissemination of information in an impartial way. the current system 
is lead by an individual and is biased and often has a personal agenda.’ 
‘Publicise actions in the previous plan that have been supported/not 
actioned/overturned’ 

 Encouraging community spirit in the area (7). Ideas included an awards night, 
a community fair, quiz nights, working bees to clean up the area, community 
opinion based days at the hall and generally more social events. 
‘It would be lovely to find ways to champion community builders and people 
who are proactive about being a positive influence in the community.  A 
community awards night maybe!’ 
‘Re-establish a community vibe - Meridian and the "windcorp" tribe destroyed 
it’ 
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 Maintaining community representation. 
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RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATIONS AND APPROVALS FOR 

26 NOVEMBER 2014 TO 1 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 

Purpose 

1. In accordance with an agreement reached with the Makara Ohariu Community Board, 
the purpose of this report is to advise the Board of all resource consents lodged, along 
with decisions made by Officers acting under delegated authority, on land use and 
subdivision resource consent applications.  

 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 

 

Background 

2. This report advises the Community Board of resource consents lodged and decisions 
made during the period 26 November 2014 to 1 February 2015. 

Discussion 

3. For the period from 26 November 2014 to 1 February 2015, there were five 
applications lodged with the Council. 

 

Service 
Request  

Address Applicant 

323032 90 Ashton Fitchett Drive Mr & Mrs Wijewardana 

Land use consent for two new dwellings and associated earthworks. 

321806 755 Takarau Gorge Road Greenstone Homes Ltd 

Land use consent for construction of a new residential dwelling. 

322728 326 South Makara Road Shane Redmond 

Land use consent for construction of a new residential dwelling. 

323958 591 Takarau Gorge Road Edward Blance 

Land use consent for construction of a new residential dwelling. 

322623 341A Takarau Gorge Road Meridian Energy Ltd 

Right of way easement over private farm land. 
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4. For the period from 26 November 2014 to 1 February 2015, there were two 
applications approved under delegated authority. 

 

 

Service 
Request  

Address Applicant 

321806 755 Takarau Gorge Road Greenstone Homes Ltd 

Land use consent for construction of a new residential dwelling. 

322623 341A Takarau Gorge Road Meridian Energy Ltd 

Right of way easement over private farm land. 
 
 

Attachments 
Nil  
 
Author Kiri Whiteman, Executive Support Officer  
Authoriser Anthony Wilson, Chief Asset Officer  
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ROADING 
 
 

Purpose 

1. To provide a platform at ordinary Board meetings for members to advise Council of 
potential roading issues in the Makara/Ohariu area. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

Background 
2. Historically the Board has had, as part of its standard agendas, an item relating to 
roading concerns.  It has allowed members and officers a regular opportunity to liaise in 
regard to these matters. 

Attachments 
Nil  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Lynlee Baily, Governance Team Leader  
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2015 COMMUNITY BOARDS CONFERENCE 
 
 

Purpose 

1. To advise the Makara/Ohariu Community Board of the decision to agree for two 
Makara/Ohariu Community Board members to attend the 2015 Community Boards 
Conference, held in the Bay of Islands from 14 – 16 May 2015. The Board will be 
required to nominate two members to attend. 

 

Recommendations 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note that the costs associated with attending the conference have been approved in 
accordance with the Deputy Mayor’s delegation and that the costs are funded from the 
approved elected members’ budget. 

3. Nominate and agree two members of the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to attend 
the New Zealand Community Boards Conference to be held from 14 – 16 May 2015. 

4. Note that the in accordance with Council policy, the attendees will be required to 
provide a written report back on the conference to a meeting of the Makara/Ohariu 
Community Board. 

 

 

Background 

2. The Community Boards conference is held every two years, with the last conference 
held in May 2013. In February 2013, the then Strategy and Policy Committee approved 
the attendance of two Makara/Ohariu Community Board members and two Tawa 
Community Board members to attend. In March 2013, the Makara/Ohariu Community 
Board nominated Christine Grace and Margie Scotts to attend. 

Discussion 

3. The theme of this year’s conference is “Influencing Change” and will provide an 
opportunity for attendees to network and discuss issues with other Community Board 
members, Mayors, Chief Executives, Government agency staff, NGOs and other 
people interested in making a difference in their communities. 

4. In addition to the numerous speakers who will be addressing the conference, there are 
a number of interactive workshops planned. The focus of the conference is to provide 
real life examples of how some communities across New Zealand have influenced 
change. The draft programme is attached to this report.  

Costs 
5. The total estimated cost for two Board members to attend is approximately $3630. 

When deciding whether two Board members should attend, the Makara/Ohariu 
Community Board will need to give consideration to the following: 
 Costs involved 
 The impact of attendance on the budget 
 Other conferences elected members may wish to attend later in the financial 

year. 
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6. The estimated cost of attendance per Community Board member has been calculated 
as follows: 

Item Description Estimated Total 

2015 Community Boards 
Conference 

Full registration fees $745 (Earlybird paid in full on 
or by 01 April 2015) 

OR 

$845 (Standard if paid after 
01 April 2015) 

Additional Conference 
Costs 

Conference breakfast $60 ($20 per person per day) 

Flights Wellington to Kerikeri return 
(flexi flights) 

$500 (approx. each return) 

Accommodation Three nights’ 
accommodation 

$390 (at $130 per night) 

Miscellaneous Taxi (Wellington travel from 
airport home)  

$120.00 

  $1,815 (with earlybird 
option) 
$1,915 (without earlybird 
option)  

 
Next Actions 
7. A decision is required from the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to approve the 

attendance of two Board members to attend the conference. 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. 2015 Community Boards Conference 14-16 May 2015 - Draft 

Programme   
Page 64 

  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Helga  Sheppard, Governance Advisor  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

Not Applicable. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

Not Applicable. 
 

Financial implications 

The financial implications have been covered in the report. 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

Not Applicable. 
 

Risks / legal  

Not Applicable. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

Not Applicable. 
 

Communications Plan 

Not Applicable. 
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RATIFICATION OF SUBMISSION ON THE DRAFT SUBURBAN 

RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN  
 
 

Purpose 

1. To seek the Board’s retrospective approval of its submission made to Wellington City 
Council regarding the Draft Suburban Reserves Management Plan. 

 

Recommendations 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Approve retrospectively its submission made to the Wellington City Council’s Draft 
Suburban Reserves Management Plan. 

 

Background 

2. Council’s consultation on the Draft Suburban Reserves Management Plan opened on 7 
October 2014 and closed on 5 December 2014 at 5pm. 

Discussion 

3. At its meeting on 30 October 2014 the Board agreed that Christine Grace would 
prepare the Board’s submission. 

4. The submission was sent to and accepted by Wellington City Council on Friday 5 
December 2014. 

  
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Submission on the Draft Suburban Reserves Management 

Plan   
Page 69 

  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Lynlee Baily, Governance Team Leader  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 

The views expressed in this submission are that of the Makara/Ohariu Community Board. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

There are no Treaty of Waitangi considerations. 
 

Financial implications 

There are no financial implications arising from this submission. 
 

Policy and legislative implications 

There are no policy or legislative implications. 
 

Risks / legal  

There are no risks or legal implications arising from this submission. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 

There are no climate change impacts. 
 

Communications Plan 

N/A. 
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SUBMISSION TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 

DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR REORGANISATION OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT IN WELLINGTON  
 
 

Purpose 

1. For the Board to consider its upcoming submission to the Local Government 
Commission (LGC) Draft Proposal for Reorganisation of Local Government in 
Wellington. 
 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

Background 

2. At the Board’s meeting of 11 December 2014 it was agreed that Christine Grace would 
prepare a submission on the LGC’s draft reorganisation proposal. 

3. The closing date and time for the lodgement of submissions is Monday 2 March at 
4.00pm.  

 
 
 

Attachments 
Nil  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Lynlee Baily, Governance Team Leader  
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PROJECT MILL CREEK AND COMMUNITY LIAISON GROUP 
 
 

Purpose 

1. To allow for a member report back as part of his or her representative role on this 
community group. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

 

Background 

2. Currently Judy Liddell is the Board member responsible for this oral report, which is a 
standard agenda item at the Board’s ordinary meetings. 

 

Attachments 
Nil  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Lynlee Baily, Governance Team Leader  
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FORWARD PROGRAMME 
 
 

Purpose 

1. To provide for the Board’s consideration a current draft work programme. 
 

Recommendation 
Officers recommend that the Makara/Ohariu Community Board: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Approve its current draft work programme subject to any alterations, additions, or 
deletions deemed necessary. 
 

 

Discussion 

2. The Forward Programme as it currently stands is outlined below. 

 
Thursday 26 March 2015 (Makara Valley Hall) 

 
 Resource Consents 
 Makara/Ohariu Community Board Bank Account 
 Meeting with Greater Wellington Regional Council on Flood Protection 
 Roading 
 Project Mill Creek and Community Liaison Group 
 Forward Programme 

 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Nil  
 
Author Andrew Buchanan, Governance Advisor/Dep. EO  
Authoriser Lynlee Baily, Governance Team Leader  
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