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1. Purpose of Report 

This report provides information on the 2011 Climate Change and Business 
Conference, to be held in Wellington from 1-2 August 2011, and to seek approval 
for the Mayor and up to three additional elected members to attend the 
conference. 

2. Recommendations 

Officers recommend that the Committee:  
 
1. Receive the information.  
 
2.  Note that Wellington City Council can appoint up to six delegates to 

attend the Climate Change and Business Conference from 1-2 August 
2011, as part of its Foundation Sponsorship package. 

 
3.  Approve the attendance of the Mayor and up to three additional elected 

members at the Climate Change and Business Conference to be held in 
Wellington from 1-2 August 2011. 

 
4.  Appoint the following delegates to attend the Climate Change and 

Business Conference to be held from 1-2 August 2011:  
(a)  Climate Change Portfolio leader;  
(b)  Economy Portfolio leader;  
(c)  Up to two other Councillors  

 
5.  Note that a report back on the conference will be presented to the 

Strategy and Policy Committee in accordance with Council policy.  
 



3. Background 

The 2011 Climate Change and Business Conference is the pre-eminent regional 
conference for organisations involved in carbon pricing, managing their carbon 
footprint and considering the impacts of climate change on their operations.  It 
is being held this year for the first time in Wellington – previous conferences 
have been in Auckland, Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane and Melbourne. 

The conference has a number of themes, including carbon pricing, emissions 
reductions, implications of international policy, the necessity for adaptation to 
the impacts of climate change and practical learning from key areas.   

Topics to be covered include: 
 Domestic policies for carbon pricing in Australia and New Zealand 
 Primary markets including energy, agriculture, manufacturing, transport, 

forestry and finance 
 International business case studies, including from China, Japan and 

USA 
 Transport biofuels, electric vehicles and aviation 
 Post-2012 carbon markets and UN negotiations 
 Low carbon cities and venture capital funding for cleantech 
 Climate change adaptation and building business resilience 
 

Guest speakers include:  
 Andrew Ferrier, Chief Executive Officer, Fonterra 
 Denis Barnes, Chief Executive Officer, Contact Energy 
 Ryan Kavanagh, General Manager, NZ Aluminium Smelters  
 Hon Dr Nick Smith, Minister for Climate Change Issues 
 Hon Mark Dreyfus, Parliamentary Secretary for Climate Change & 

Energy Efficiency, Australia 
 Vicki Treadwell, British High Commissioner, Wellington 
 Sir Richard Lambert, former head Confederation of British Industry 
 Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary, UNFCCC (via video) 

 
The Council’s Principal and Senior Climate Change advisors are both invited to 
speak at the conference and other Council officers will also be attending.  A copy 
of the full programme is attached as Appendix One to this report. 
 
As part of the Council’s foundation sponsorship we have been provided with six 
complimentary Conference registrations (including complimentary invitations 
to the Conference dinner).  It is proposed that up to four of these be used by 
elected representatives, and the remaining two by officers. 
 
The Council Portfolio’s which are most closely aligned with this event, and who 
Officers recommend should attend include: 

 Climate Change (Mayor Wade-Brown) 
 Economy (Councillor Coughlan) 

 



Other Council Portfolio’s with a relationship to this area, and who may be 
interested to attend include: 

 Natural Environment (Councillor Ritchie) 
 Built Environment (Councillor Pannett) 
 Three waters and Waste (Councillor Best) 
 Transport (Councillor Foster) 
 Walking, Cycling, Motorcycling & Safety (Councillor Pepperell) 

4. Conclusion 

The Council has the opportunity for several elected representatives and officers to 
attend the 2011 Climate Change and Business Conference, to be held in 
Wellington from 1-2 August.  This report provides details on the event and outlines 
options for attendance. 
 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Kirstin Harvey – Team Leader, Committee Services 
 



 

 
Supporting Information 
 

 
1) Strategic Fit / Strategic Outcome 
This project supports the Council’s 2010 Climate Change Action Plan, as 
well as encouraging economic development in cleantech and associated 
industries. 
 
 
2) LTCCP/Annual Plan reference and long term financial 
impact 
Council is Foundation Sponsor of this conference, bringing several 
hundred delegates to the city and demonstrating our leadership in this 
field. 
 
 
3) Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
There are no Treaty of Waitangi implications.  
 
 
4) Decision-Making 
This is not a significant decision. 
 
 
5) Consultation 
 
a) General Consultation 
Not required. 
 
b) Consultation with Maori 
Not required. 
 
 
6) Legal Implications 
Nil  
 
 
7) Consistency with existing policy  
This report is consistent with existing Wellington City Council policy 
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