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MEMBERSHIP 

  
Mayor Lester  
Councillor Calvert  
Councillor Calvi-Freeman  
Councillor Lee  
Councillor Sparrow (Chair)  
 
 

Have your say! 
You can make a short presentation to the Councillors at this meeting. Please let us know by noon the working day 
before the meeting.  You can do this either by phoning 803-8334, emailing public.participation@wcc.govt.nz or 
writing to Democratic Services, Wellington City Council, PO Box 2199, Wellington, giving your name, phone 
number and the issue you would like to talk about. 
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AREA OF FOCUS 
The Regulatory Processes Committee has responsibility for overseeing the Council’s 
regulatory functions. 

The committee will have responsibility for: 

 Resource Management Act (RMA) Commissioners – Approve List and Appointment 
Guidelines 

 Dog Objections and Fencing of Swimming Pools 

 Road Stopping 

 Temporary Road Closures 

 Liquor Ban Bylaw Appeals 

 Development Contributions Remissions. 

 Approving leases under the “Leases Policy for Community and Recreation Groups” 
 
 
Quorum:  3 members 
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1 Meeting Conduct 
 

1. 1 Apologies 
The Chairperson invites notice from members of apologies, including apologies for lateness 
and early departure from the meeting, where leave of absence has not previously been 
granted. 
 

1. 2 Conflict of Interest Declarations 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest 
they might have. 
 

1. 3 Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2018 will be put to the Regulatory 
Processes Committee for confirmation.  
 

1. 4 Public Participation 
A maximum of 60 minutes is set aside for public participation at the commencement of any 
meeting of the Council or committee that is open to the public.  Under Standing Order 3.23.3 
a written, oral or electronic application to address the meeting setting forth the subject, is 
required to be lodged with the Chief Executive by 12.00 noon of the working day prior to the 
meeting concerned, and subsequently approved by the Chairperson. 

 
1. 5 Items not on the Agenda 
The Chairperson will give notice of items not on the agenda as follows: 
 
Matters Requiring Urgent Attention as Determined by Resolution of the Regulatory 
Processes Committee. 
1. The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 
2. The reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting. 
 
Minor Matters relating to the General Business of the Regulatory Processes 
Committee. 
No resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to 
refer it to a subsequent meeting of the Regulatory Processes Committee for further 
discussion. 
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 2. General Business 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS REMISSION FOR 124 MARK 

AVENUE 
 
 

Purpose 

1. The purpose of this report is to provide advice on the development contribution fee 
remission application received from Craig and Roslyn Whitely, owners of 124 Mark 
Avenue.  

Summary 

2. The Owners of 124 Mark Avenue want to convert the ground floor of their house into a 
self-contained one-bedroom unit by installing a kitchenette and a ranch slider.  

3. As outlined in the Development Contributions Policy (the Policy), a residential 
Equivalent Household Unit (EHU) is a household unit that has more than one bedroom. 
One-bedroom or studio households are charged 70% of an EHU. 

4. Therefore based on the Policy the development will result in 70% of an EHU. The 
estimated development contributions charge for this additional EHU is $7,545.30 (GST 
inclusive). 

5. The Owners have applied to the Committee to remit this charge in full.  

6. The Policy allows the Council to remit development contributions at its complete 
discretion. This authority is delegated to the Regulatory Processes Committee. 

7. Officers recommend declining the request for the full remission. 
 

Recommendation/s 

That the Regulatory Processes Committee: 

1. Receives the information. 

2. Declines the application for a remission of development contributions and confirms that 
development contributions will be payable by the owners. 

 

 

Background 

Development 

8. The Owners have made enquiries to convert the ground floor of their home into a self-
contained one-bedroom unit. They are creating this unit by adding a kitchenette and a 
ranch slider. They are not increasing the floor area of the overall house (see floor plans 
in Attachment 2). 

9. The Owners are creating the one-bedroom unit for their daughter, her partner and their 
grandchild who cannot afford to rent elsewhere. 

10. The Owners have not yet applied for a building or resource consent. The outcome of 
this hearing will determine if the Owners can afford this project. The application has 
been initially assessed under the 2015/16 Development Contributions Policy; however, 
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 the applicable policy will be determined based on the date the building consent is 

lodged. 

Development Contributions Policy 

11. The Policy provides Council with a method to obtain contributions to fund infrastructure 
required as a result of growth.  

12. Council believes it is appropriate that development contributions fund additional 
capacity in infrastructure as the benefits of this additional capacity mainly accrue to 
new households (EHUs) and businesses generating the demand for that capacity. 

13. The Policy provides that any development associated with an application for building 
consent, resource consent or service connection lodged on or after 1 July 2005, will be 
required to pay a contribution under the Policy (see clause 1.4.2 of the Policy).  

14. The Committee can only consider exercising its discretion upon consideration of a 
remission application as described under section 2.6 of the Policy below. 

2.6 Remission and Postponement 
2.6.1 The Council may postpone payment or grant a remission on development 

contributions at its complete discretion.  
2.6.2 Applications made under this part will be considered on their own merits 

and any previous decisions of the Council will not be regarded as creating 
precedent or expectations.  

2.6.3 An application for remission must be made before any development 
contributions payment is due to the Council. The Council will not allow 
remissions retrospectively.  

2.6.4 An application must be made in writing and set out the reasons for the 
request 

2.6.5 Green Building Remission … (not applicable in the instance) 
2.6.6  Other remissions - the Council will only consider exercising its discretion 

in exceptional circumstances. Other remissions will only be granted by 
resolution of the Council (or a Committee or Subcommittee acting under 
delegated authority). 

15. In terms of the Policy, residential development is assessed on the basis of the number 
of equivalent household units (EHUs) created by the development. 

16. EHUs are applied as follows: 

Type of development EHU assessment based on 

Residential development 1 EHU per household unit of two or more bedrooms 

0.7 EHU per studio or one-bedroom household 

17. A one-bedroom household unit means a household unit that has not more than two 
rooms excluding a kitchen, laundry, bathroom, toilet or any room used solely as an 
entranceway, passageway or garage . This includes studio apartments. 

Development Contributions assessment 

18. Council officers applied the current Policy to the development and assessed that the 
conversion of the house increases the current number of EHUs from 1 to 1.7 EHUs. 

19. The development contribution charge for this additional 0.7 of an EHU was estimated 
as $7,545.30 (GST inclusive).  However it is important to note that this cost is 
dependent on when they apply for a building consent. 
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 Discussion 

Officers’ assessment of remission application 

20. The Owners have applied to have their development contributions waived in full (see 
Attachment 1). They have put forward two arguments, which are assessed below. 

A. No additional demand on council services 

21. The owners have stated that they believe their conversion will not increase the demand 
on Council infrastructure. 

22. Their argument is that the property will house the same number of people as the 
existing house does, therefore there will be no increase in demand on council services. 

23. The Policy defines a household as any self-contained unit that includes “kitchen and 
bathroom facilities of any nature”. Further to the definition, section 11.1.2 of the Policy 
states “EHUs will be applied uniformly for each lot regardless of size for reasons of 
administrative simplicity and lot size is not considered to have a material impact on 
demand”. 

24. The consistent application of policy is central to good governance and equity. Given 
that the Policy does not determine household units by the number of bedrooms this 
application should not be treated any differently. In addition, it is important to note the 
cumulative impact of even seemingly minor infrastructure demand. As such it is 
recommended to decline the application. 

B. Intention of use 

25. The owners have stated that they do not intend to rent the flat out or generate income 
from it. The intention of the flat is to give their daughter and her family some 
independence. 

26. Development contributions calculated under the policy reflect the fact that the 
development has created potential demand for growth related infrastructure investment 
and it is on the basis of this potential that the development contribution is calculated.  

27. While the owner advises that the current intention is not to rent out the flat, this does 
not negate the potential demand that has been created by the unit. As such it is 
recommended to decline the application. 

Options 

28. The Policy enables remissions of development contributions to be granted in 
exceptional circumstances at the Council’s discretion and states that these decisions 
will not be regarded as creating precedent or expectations. 

29. The Regulatory Processes Committee has delegated authority and responsibility for 
making decisions on applications for remissions under the Policy. 

30. The Committee has two options: 

a. To remit the development contributions estimated at $7,545.30 in full or; 

b. To decline the request for a remission and invoice the owner $7,545.30 if the 
project goes ahead. 

31. As stated above, the recommended option is Option B. 

Next Actions 

32. The Committee is to notify Council officers of their decision and the owner will be 
notified accordingly. 
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Attachments 
Attachment 1. DC Remission Request ⇩   Page 12 
Attachment 2. Ground floor plans ⇩   Page 15 
  
 

Author Nicole Tydda, Manager Cust Serv & BusSupport  
Authoriser David Chick, Chief City Planner  
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 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

Engagement and Consultation 

Not applicable 
 

Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

Not applicable 

 

Financial implications 

See paragraph 30 of the report above 

 

Policy and legislative implications 

The recommendations are considered to be compliant with the Development Contributions 

Policy. 

 

Risks / legal  

The Policy enables remissions of development contributions to be granted in exceptional 

circumstances at the Council’s discretion and states that these decisions will not be regarded 

as creating precedent or expectations. However there is a risk that these decisions will set 

precedence. 

 

Climate Change impact and considerations 

Not applicable 

 

Communications Plan 

Not applicable 

 

Health and Safety Impact considered 

Not applicable 
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