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 2. General Business 
 
 

APPROVAL OF NAME FOR A SQUARE OFF MOLESWORTH 
STREET 
 
 

Purpose 
1. The purpose of this report is to seek approval of the name William Colenso Square for 

a private square off Molesworth Street, as shown on Plan F 3083. 

Summary 
2. This is a proposal to name a square in Thorndon. The square is privately owned and 

maintained. It has no historic Maori name (Pipitea is already in use). The owners 
support the application. William Colenso briefly lived in Wingfield Street which was in 
the location of the square. 

3. The adjoining National Library is the repository of most of Colenso’s surviving 
manuscripts and one of his printing presses. 

 

Recommendations 
That the Regulatory Processes Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Agree to give approval for the name William Colenso Square to be allocated to the 
square in Thorndon, as shown on F Plan 3083 (Attachment 1). 
 

Background 
4. The site is paved and used by the public. It is partly Crown Land that includes the 

National Library at 70 Molesworth Street. The other part is owned by Zircon Properties 
Limited. This property includes the building known as New Zealand Rugby House at 
100 Molesworth Street. 

5. The main access to the National Library and NZ Rugby House is from Molesworth 
Street, so their addresses will not change. 

6. There are several tenancies that have access off the square. They currently do not 
have assigned addresses, so they will be assigned addresses off the square. 

7. On early maps of Wellington, there was private land in this area that was used as a 
public street called Wingfield Street. It was closed in 1973 and in 1983 the name was 
assigned to a new road in Churton Park. 

8. The Colenso Society have asked that the square off Molesworth Street, be named 
William Colenso Square. 

Discussion 
9. We received a request from Ian St George, Convenor of the Colenso Society Inc. The 

request said “I represent the Colenso Society. We are interested in exploring the 
possibility of having the pedestrian area just to the north of the National Library on 
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 Molesworth Street named after William Colenso. I attach a copy of our reasoning: in 
short, he was a prominent New Zealander, a Victorian polymath, he lodged in that area 
when he was a Member of the House of Representatives, and, just to the south, the 
National Library has the largest collection of Colenso manuscripts in existence, as well 
as his composing stick and one of his printing presses.” 

10. A copy of the information supplied by the Society is attached (Attachment 3). It includes 
a reference to William Colenso living in Wingfield Street in 1865, in the area to be 
named. 

11. A photo showing the square to be named is attached (Attachment 2). 

12. The Colenso Society is having its third conference in Wellington from 17th to 19th 
November 2016. 

13. The owners of the square and the adjoining buildings support the proposal to name it 
William Colenso Square. 

14. Tenants of shops adjoining the square are happy with the name and new addresses 
which will be placed over their doors. One would prefer to be number 8 rather than 7, 
however, the numbering standards require an odd number. There is no requirement for 
them to change their business names. They currently have no separate addresses, 
thus assigning an address will make it easier to find them, especially in an emergency. 
Most of them are currently regarded as all being at the same address,100 Molesworth 
Street. 

15. There is a Colenso Place in Otaki Beach. Using the full name and Square rather than 
Place, should avoid confusion. 

16. Rather than supporting William Colenso, Iwi have said “why not one of our own?”, but 
would like more time to consider it. Normally more time should be allowed but in this 
case officers recommend the name, because the particular site seems to have no 
previous name that should be recognised. It is privately owned and maintained land 
with no registered public rights and there is an associated ‘story’ with the connections 
to Colenso. The Regulatory Processes Committee meeting on 1st September is the last 
chance to consider the name Colenso before Council elections and before the Colenso 
conference. The officers’ recommendation has been made after considering all these 
issues. 

17. The Thorndon Residents Association have indicated they have no objection to the 
proposed name. 

18. The Thorndon Society have made the following comment: 

“While the Colenso Society may have been active in promoting his name it has little link 
with Wellington. If the square is to be named then the two options preferred are: 

1. Wingfield Square as this relates to the previous address of the area. It also has 
links for us as our house was built for Harry tombs, who for many years ran the 
Wingfield Press in Wingfield Street. (Any alternative use of Wingfield seems 
immaterial given there is an alternative use of Colenso and some names (e.g. 
Moana) are used in several streets in wider Wellington) 

2. An alternative name is Molesworth Square (This would make it easier to find and 
resolve any concerns for shops such as Viva on Molesworth.” 

Both these options are prohibited by the Australasian Addressing Standards 
because the names are already being used in Wellington City. 
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 Recommended Name 

Council officers recommend William Colenso Square to be approved for this privately 
owned square. Officers feel that this name recognises the achievements of William 
Colenso and his association with this part of Thorndon. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Plan F 3083 William Colenso Square   Page 7
Attachment 2. Photo showing William Colenso Square   Page 8
Attachment 3. William Colenso   Page 9
  
 

Author Michael Brownie, Team Leader Land, Customer and Property 
Information  

Authoriser Toni Thompson, Manager Information Centre 
Greg Orchard, Chief Operating Officer  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGULATORY PROCESSES COMMITTEE 
1 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
 

Item 2.6 Page 6 

 It
em

 2
.6

 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Engagement and Consultation 
Consultation on this proposal has taken place with the National Library and Zircon Properties 
Limited, as owners of the land. They have no objection and support the proposal. 
 
The name has been checked for duplication, similarity and suitability by the Wellington 
Regional Council. 
 
Consultation with the Thorndon Resident’s Association and the Thorndon Society has taken 
place. 
 

Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Consultation with Iwi has taken place. 
 
Financial implications 
Not applicable 
 
Policy and legislative implications 
Allocation of street names is a statutory function under section 319A of the Local 
Government Act 1974. 
 
The report is consistent with the Council’s Road Naming Policy. 
 
Risks / legal  
Nil 
 

Climate Change impact and considerations 
Nil 
 
Communications Plan 
There is an extensive notification list which includes Land Information New Zealand and 
emergency services. 
 

Health and Safety Impact considered 
Nil 
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