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Submissions by My Home Town Limited 

on

The Wellington Town Belt Bill 2014 

Clause
Reference

Topic Submission 

3(b) Purpose 

Significance to 
mana whenua  

The clause understates the importance of the Town Belt 
to the mana whenua and its role as a “partner” in the 
custodianship of the Town Belt – see Principle 10(1)(b) 

9(2) Legal Status The provisions of the original Town Belt Deed have 
become too narrow and are no longer in line with who 
actually uses the Town Belt today and how they wish to 
use it. Visitors to Wellington make extensive use of 
certain parts of the Town Belt. This needs to be 
recognised by either by: (1) deleting the words “for the 
inhabitants of Wellington”; or (2) inserting “, and visitors 
to, ”after “of” in the last line. 

9(3) Meaning of “public 
recreation” 

The drafting puts too much emphasis on sporting activity 
as being recreation. It needs to be made clear that 
recreation covers other forms of physical activity and 
also covers passive activities – eg.  those who just want 
to admire the view or “just want to sit and think”. It should 
also allow for education outside the class room activities 
which are primarily educational but are consistent the 
Principles in clause 10. The Town Belt is not museum 
piece.  The Bill needs to be drafted in broad permissive 
terms so it doesn’t constrain the use of the Town Belt for 
future enjoyment of activities that may not exist today. 
For example would the demand for use of the Town Belt 
by mountain bikers been anticipated even 10 years ago 
and flying drones might be the next.

We submit that the subsections be redrafted as follows: 

(a) the enjoyment of the public: including without 
limitation for: 

(i) recreation; 

(ii) physical activities; 
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(iii) outdoor activities, including sporting activities;  

(b) use as paths,tracks (including bike tracks) lookouts, 
playgrounds and other recreational amenities; 

(c) education outside the classroom ( being defined as 
curriculum based learning that takes place outside of the 
four walls of the class room); or 

(d) the promotion and protection of the natural 
environment for the enjoyment of the public.

10(1)(a) Principles The clause is too passive. It ought to require the Council 
to be more active in the promotion of the town Belt and 
the facilitation of its use. As noted above the Town Belt 
is not a museum piece. The words “and enhanced and 
protected” are well intentioned but in terms of creating a 
legal responsibility their meaning is vague and uncertain 
and would most likely create inflexibility in the use of the 
Town Belt as the concept  of enjoyment will change over 
time. They are also not logical when used together an 
activity required to “protect” may very well conflict with 
one that is necessary to “enhance”.  Which prevails? We 
submit that subclause 10(a)should be redrafted as 
follows: 

(a) the Wellington Town Belt should be kept whole and 
actively promoted as an amenity available for use by 
current and future generations;

10(b) Principles – mana 
whenua

We strongly support the principle of management in 
partnership with the mana whenua. This recognises the 
settlement reached following the Waitangi Tribunal’s 
Report on land that ought to have been reserved for 
Maori.

10(1)(e) Principles – access There should be more emphasis on the Council being 
obliged to make access available to all regardless of 
ages or disability.  We submit it should be redrafted as 
follows: 

(e) access to the Wellington Town Belt should be made 
available for all to use and enjoy irrespective of age or 
liability.

10(2) Precedence of 
Principles

Clause10(1)(b) is in a different category and should be 
given greater weight under the spirit of the settlement 
reached between the Crown and mana whenua (even 
though the Council was not a party to that settlement) 
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17(c) Restrictions on 
Council’s Powers – 
Commercial
Activity

It is important that the right balance be struck between 
Town Belt Values and allowing commercial activity on 
the Belt. Commercial activity is not per se inconsistent 
with Town Belt values but allowing commercial activity 
carte blanche is totally unacceptable. Any commercial 
activity has to be consistent with the Town Belt values 
regarding access and use. We submit that the drafting of 
clause 17c) strikes the right balance. 

18 and 
21(2)(b)

Leasing and 
Licensing 

There is no logical reason for the leasing or licensing 
regime for the Town Belt to be any different from the 
regime that applies to Concessions in respect of DoC 
land.  Essentially these are: 

 under 10 years no notification 

 10 – 30 years notification required 

 up to 60 years only with the consent of the 
Minister (i.e. in the case of the  Town Belt this 
should be the Council). 

20 Management Plan  
5(6)(d)

We submit that the clause is ambiguous and impossible 
to apply if taken literally. It should be redrafted to read: 

“(d) consider all submissions made on the draft.” 

21(2)(b) Leases We submit that the clause is ambiguous and impossible 
to apply if taken literally. It should be redrafted to read: 

“(b) consider all submissions made on the draft.” 

24(2) Changes to the 
current Wellington 
Town Belt 
Management Plan 

We support the requirement align the current 
Management Plan with the [Act] as soon practicable 
after the Act comes into force. 
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