
18

section 4 – outcomes sought
n = new initiative programme (33 in total)
E = Existing programme (41 in total)
Ex = Expand existing programme (37 in total)

Outcome 1 – Getting everyone active and healthy

priOriTiEs AcTiOns TiMinG

1.1 Grow 
awareness 
of play, sport 
and recreation 
opportunities

1.1.1 Develop smart and easily accessed information, including 
smart-phone applications, interactive mapping of walking and 
cycle ways (My Parx) and implement regionally (Ex)

Years 1–3

1.1.2 Implement integrated and consistent signs for parks, 
sport and recreation facilities (Ex), in particular:

Year 1 Planning

• road signs for major facilities Years 3–10 
Implementation

• walking and cycling access from the CBD to the Town Belt 
and suburbs

1.2 provide 
recreation and 
sports facilities 
that meet 
the needs of 
communities 

1.2.1 Provide playing and training facilities for outdoor sport 
as part of a coordinated regional network, informed by a study 
of regional sports provision. Particular priorities for investment 
and/or support are:

Ongoing

•  continuing to invest in the upgrade and renewal of playing 
surfaces at community and sports parks (E)

•  completing the programme to install artificial sportsfields 
throughout the network (E)

1.2.2 Other priorities for recreation and sports facilities include:

•  working with the key sporting groups to develop Hataitai 
Park, Wakefield Park and Alex Moore Park as recreational 
and sporting hubs (Ex)

Ongoing

•  working with the Wellington Hockey Association on the 
redevelopment of the National Hockey Stadium (N)

To be 
confirmed

• completing the Great Harbour Way walking and cycling route (E) Existing project

•  identifying any sports areas or facilities that are under-used 
and can be used for other purposes (E)

Existing project

•  developing the Spicer Forest Recreation Park in conjunction 
with Porirua City Council (N)

Years 3–6



•  reviewing the potential of Watts Peninsula as a recreation and 
heritage park in conjunction with the Crown (N)

Managed 
as part of 
the Miramar 
Framework 
project

•  developing a long-term master plan for Te Kopahou Reserve 
and links to the rural south-west peninsula (Ex)

Years 3–6

•  developing ocean sports and recreation programmes and 
promoting opportunities (E)

Ongoing

1.3 provide a 
wide range of 
quality recreation 
and sporting 
opportunities 
that are easily 
accessed and 
affordable

1.3.1 Continue to ensure that the Council’s user fees are 
affordable and encourage participation in sport and recreation 
through targeted programmes (E)

N/A

1.3.2 Map and identify key walking and cycle links between 
different types of green and blue networks2, in particular 
between inner city suburbs and the CBD (N)

Years 3–6

1.3.3 Ensure a consistent regional approach to fees and 
affordability (N)

N/A

2 Green networks in this context mean land-based ecosystems. Blue networks include ecosystems in streams, the harbour, sea and other waterways. 
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1.4 increase 
regular 
participation  
in recreation  
and sport 

1.4.1 Work with Sport Wellington to monitor participation in 
physical activity and barriers to participation across the wider 
region (E)

Ongoing

1.4.2 Draw on wider research, such as work done by Sport 
New Zealand, to identify the needs and barriers for young 
adults, people aged over 65, cultural minorities and those on 
low incomes (E) 

Years 1–3

1.4.3 Encourage more people to walk and cycle to work and 
identify how the open-space network can promote off-road 
commuting (Ex)

Years 1–3

1.4.4 Work with health, social service and fitness providers 
across the region to encourage recreation as part of ‘green 
prescription’ programmes (E)

Ongoing

youth
1.4.5 Partner with Sport Wellington, primary and college sport 
to build links between clubs and schools to increase youth 
participation (Ex)

Years 1–3

clubs
1.4.6 Partner with Sport Wellington to organise and promote 
sport and recreation development opportunities for clubs 
(including greater partnerships with businesses and the 
community and marketing the activities on offer) (Ex)

Ongoing

1.4.7 Regularly monitor the health of sports clubs to ensure 
that more clubs are sustainable over the long-term. This 
includes assessing individual clubs to identify if any changes 
need to be made to how they are managed or operated to 
avoid difficulties (E)

Ongoing

1.4.8 Identify opportunities for clubs to amalgamate and share 
facilities or services (E)

Ongoing

1.5 Open spaces 
and outdoor 
recreation 
opportunities  
are close to 
where people  
live and work

1.5.1 Review the provision of open spaces in suburban areas 
based on guidelines of 600 metres or 10 minutes walk to one 
or more neighbourhood park, play space, or other outdoor 
recreation opportunity such as track links3 (N) 

Ongoing as 
part of network 
planning

1.5.2 Design the open-space network in ‘greenfield’ 
subdivisions to provide a significant majority of residential 
dwellings with access to neighbourhood parks or other 
outdoor recreation opportunities within 600 metres or 10 
minutes walk (E)

Ongoing as 
part of network 
planning

1.5.3 Adopt and implement national standards for park 
categories and corresponding levels of service4 (N) 

Existing project

3 A review has already been completed for some of the northern suburbs.
4 New Zealand Recreation Association’s Parks Categories and Levels of Service.
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1.6 Our 
landscaped 
open spaces are 
designed and 
maintained in 
partnership with 
the community 
to enable 
personal safety, 
opportunities for 
socialising and 
an active and 
healthy lifestyle

1.6.1 Incorporate Crime Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED) and universal accessibility principles into new 
spaces and modifications of existing spaces (E)

Ongoing

1.6.2 Encourage greater, flexible and more creative play for all 
ages (including young adults and the elderly) when developing 
neighbourhood park spaces (Ex)

Ongoing

1.6.3 Ensure users with mobility challenges (eg with 
wheelchairs, pushchairs, or people with sight-impairments) can 
access an adequate range of spaces and opportunities (Ex)

Ongoing

1.7 develop  
and enhance 
well-located park 
spaces as local 
destinations that 
provide a range 
of activities and 
experiences

1.7.1 In consultation with communities, develop, review and 
implement suburban reserve network plans5 to:

Year 1

•  identify priority parks for investment (N)

•  ensure that frequently used spaces provide high quality 
amenities and activities for local communities (eg shelter, 
toilets and eating areas) (Ex)

•  ensure that those frequently used spaces are as accessible 
as possible for everyone regardless of ability (Ex)

•  identify spaces for alternative uses (eg for kick-about spaces, 
community gardens) (N)

•  ensure a wide range of recreational opportunities on our 
beaches, foreshore and waterfront (Ex)

•  ensure diverse play, sport and recreation opportunities for all 
ages, cultures, income groups and abilities (Ex)

1.7.2 Develop Newlands Park (N), Wakefield Park (Ex) and  
Alex Moore Park (E) into multi-purpose community spaces

Alex Moore 
Park Years 1–3,  
Newlands and 
Wakefield parks 
Years 3–6

1.7.3 Explore the potential for developing a sport and 
community hub in Grenada North as the area is further 
developed and the number of people living here increases (N)

To be 
confirmed

1.7.4 Further develop the BMX track at Ian Galloway Park as a 
citywide destination (N)

Ongoing

1.7.5 Suburban reserve network plans may identify further 
initiatives in addition to the above (N)

To be 
confirmed

5 Work will be carried out during the development of the Suburban Reserves Management Plan, which includes parks and reserves between   
 Khandallah and Miramar. 
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1.8 We improve 
opportunities for 
people to access 
and enjoy open 
spaces in the 
central city 

1.8.1 Implement the open-space components of the Central 
City Framework and the Waterfront Framework (E), in 
particular:

• Memorial Park

• new and improved parks in the inner city

• Victoria streetscape improvements

• green roofs guidance and living walls

•  greening and enhancing of Taranaki Street and Kent/
Cambridge terraces as key pedestrian links to Memorial Park

•   continuing the promenade along the waterfront to Shed 21 
and Wellington Railway Station

•  completing the public space in the Waitangi Precinct next to 
the Overseas Passenger Terminal 

Ongoing

1.9 complete the 
track network 
with a priority 
on connecting 
communities and 
open spaces, 
and providing 
short walking 
and cycling loops 
and transport 
connections

1.9.1 Complete the Skyline Track and the Harbour Escarpment 
Track and links to adjacent suburban communities (N)

Years 1–3 

1.9.2 Continue to develop the track network for shared use 
wherever appropriate, while managing any conflicts between 
different activities (such as cycling and walking) (E)

Ongoing

1.9.3 Review local track networks as part of the development 
of the Suburban Reserves Management Plan with a focus on 
tracks accessible to all ages and abilities (N) 

Year 1

1.9.4 Identify opportunities for active transport routes through 
the open-space network as part of the Transport Strategy 
review (N)

Linked to 
Transport 
Strategy review

1.9.5 Explore partnerships for completing coastal tracks 
between Owhiro Bay and Makara, Otari and Makara, and for 
Karori Stream (N)

Ongoing

1.10 support 
community 
initiatives to 
increase local 
self-sufficiency 
with a greater 
amount and 
variety of food 
grown in our 
open spaces

1.10.1 Provide Council grants and guidance for community 
gardening and promote education programmes (E)

Ongoing

1.10.2 Partner with communities to convert areas of open 
spaces (such as under-used parks or walking areas) into 
community gardens and orchards (E)

Ongoing

1.10.3 Identify spaces for temporary and permanent 
community gardens in the central city (Ex)

Ongoing



priOriTiEs AcTiOns TiMinG

2.1 protect 
and restore 
indigenous 
biodiversity, and 
demonstrate 
kaitiakitanga 
(guardianship) 

2.1.1 Review the Biodiversity Action Plan to continue to ensure 
the viability of naturally occurring local populations of species, 
and the resilience of the range of habitats and ecosystems that 
makes Wellington unique (N)

Years 1–3 

2.1.2 Continue to expand the Council’s pest management and 
native planting programme and work with our partners to try 
to plant two million indigenous plants in the city by 2020 and 
ensure more trees grow to maturity (Ex)

Ongoing

2.1.3 Complete a restoration planting strategy for the city, 
ensuring that a diverse range of indigenous plant species are 
restored in the appropriate locations (E)

Years 1–3

2.1.4 Manage native forests to maximise both their biodiversity 
outcomes and carbon sequestration (Ex)

Ongoing

2.1.5 Develop best-practice guidelines for restoration 
management (N)

Years 1–3 

2.2 create 
ecological 
networks within 
the city to ensure 
movement of 
key indigenous 
species, as well 
as connectivity 
to the wider 
landscape  

2.2.1 Create a comprehensive database of all central city  
green assets (including public gardens, road reserve, street 
trees, rain gardens) (N)

Years 1–3

2.2.2 Identify key indigenous plant and animal species to be 
supported through the ecological network (N)

Years 1–3

2.2.3 Identify existing open spaces (including road reserve) that 
form part of the ecological network, and protect and manage 
these. Identify gaps and seek to address these through habitat 
creation or enhancement (Ex)

Years 1–3

2.2.4 Identify coastal ecological connections (Ex) Years 1–3

2.2.5 When using native plants in street amenity plantings, 
select native species that fit with good design practice, provide 
structural diversity, and promote the planting of threatened 
native species where possible (E)

Ongoing

Outcome 2 – Protecting our birds, nature, streams and landscapes

OUR CAPITAL SPACES   23



24

2.3 develop 
a halo (or 
ecological buffer 
zone) around 
biodiversity 
hotspots

2.3.1 Enhance and provide safe habitats for birds flying in and 
out of Zealandia, Wellington's 225ha sanctuary, by

•  intensifying predator management in key areas of potential 
habitat for birds such as robin, saddleback, whitehead and 
kaka (Ex)

•  restoration planting to provide food and nesting areas for 
birds (E)

•  educating and encouraging landowners, residents and 
schools to enhance the wildlife and natural values of their 
properties (Ex)

Ongoing

2.3.2 Expand the halo concept to other key ecological sites – 
for instance Otari-Wilton’s Bush (N)

Years 7–10

2.4 promote and 
facilitate the 
protection of 
open space

2.4.1 Develop guidelines for assessing acquisition proposals to 
protect and enhance open-space values (N)

Years 1–3

2.4.2 As a priority, protect the following areas of open space:

•  Watts Peninsula and Palmer Head (Ex) in conjunction with 
the Crown 

•  Belmont Gully acquisition (through development 
contributions) (E)

•  the Outer Green Belt between Johnsonville and Tawa 
through acquisition and/or easements (E)

• former Town Belt land held by the Crown (N)

• Harbour (Hutt Road) Escarpment (N) 

Ongoing on a 
case-by-case 
basis

2.4.3 Provide for appropriate protection of physical landscape 
connections where necessary, including District Plan protection 
of hilltops and skyline (E)



2.5 facilitate 
the restoration 
and protection 
of wetlands, 
streams, their 
catchments, and 
Wellington and 
porirua harbours

2.5.1 Develop an integrated approach to the management 
of coastal open space. Continue to develop and implement 
integrated catchment management plans, such as the Porirua 
Harbour and Catchment Strategy, Kaiwharawhara Catchment, 
and Owhiro Catchment with the aim of protecting and restoring 
streams and wetlands (E)

Ongoing

2.5.2 Work with partners on developing and implementing a 
‘Blue Belt’ programme which recognises and celebrates the 
harbour and its many values as part of the wider Our Living 
City programme (N)

Ongoing

2.5.3 Include monitoring of biodiversity health in the existing 
water quality monitoring programme for streams and the 
waterways they flow into (Ex)

Ongoing

2.5.4 Restore fish passages to priority streams (N) On a case-by-
case basis

2.5.5 Review the South Coast Management Plan (N) and in 
particular: 

• the effects of coastal processes and future sea-level rise

•  increased recreational use and its effects on biodiversity and 
coastal resilience

• coastal infrastructure, particularly sea walls, roads and car parks

Years 3–6

2.6 Ensure 
that recreation 
activity does not 
compromise the 
biodiversity or 
other values of 
our open spaces

2.6.1 Manage track use and development and ensure it does 
not impact on biodiversity values (Ex)

Ongoing

2.6.2 Promote and require responsible pet ownership to 
protect wildlife in our open spaces (Ex)

Ongoing

2.6.3 Manage use of our open spaces by large groups or high-
impact activities through developing a Concessions Policy (N)

Years 1–3
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priOriTiEs AcTiOns TiMinG

3.1 Our nature-
based attractions 
showcase our 
environment and 
conservation 
values 

3.1.1 Otari-Wilton’s Bush, Wellington Botanic Garden, Outer 
Green Belt, Wellington Town Belt, Skyline Walkway, Zealandia 
and Wellington Zoo continue to showcase Wellington as an 
eco-city (Ex)

Additional 
funding may be 
required on a 
case-by-case 
basis 

3.2 raise 
awareness of 
opportunities to 
visit, connect 
and contribute 
to Wellington’s 
nature-based 
attractions  

3.2.1 Develop and implement education programmes, improve 
signs and information on biodiversity (Ex)

Ongoing

3.2.2 Promote community involvement in ecological restoration 
programmes (Ex)

Ongoing

3.2.3 Continue to support Enviroschools programmes (E) Ongoing

3.3 The open-
space network 
provides a range 
of venues for 
community, 
national and 
international 
events

3.3.1 Work to secure regional and national tournaments and 
events that use our parks, outdoor spaces and recreation 
facilities, particularly where this generates sizeable economic 
growth (E)

Ongoing

3.3.2 Identify and maintain key facilities to host national and 
international artistic, cultural and sporting events (E)

Ongoing

3.3.3 Make more open spaces suitable to host events, 
including having suitable infrastructure and flexibility of use (Ex)

Ongoing

3.4 The 
Wellington region 
is recognised 
as one of new 
Zealand’s premier 
mountain-biking 
destinations  

3.4.1 Proactively develop mountain biking as one of the key 
attractions for visitors in the Wellington region (N).

Years 1–3

3.4.2 Coordinate and manage mountain-biking track and 
facility development on a regional basis, including the 
development of Spicer Recreation Park and the heritage park 
on Watts Peninsula (N)

Years 1–6

3.4.3 Maintain, operate and develop Makara Peak Mountain 
Bike Park in partnership with Makara Peak Supporters (E)

Ongoing

3.5 celebrate 
Wellington’s 
sense of 
place through 
protection, 
management and 
interpretation of 
key landscapes, 
our bush-clad 
hills and coastline

3.5.1 Continue to plant and manage exotic plants for their 
aesthetic, cultural, heritage and education values where they 
do not threaten indigenous biodiversity (E)

Ongoing

3.5.2 Develop tools to recognise our nature-based capital 
(ecosystems, water catchments and erosion control) and its 
contribution to liveability, health/wellbeing, sense of place, 
recreation, biodiversity and economy (Ex)

Ongoing

3.5.3 Actively profile and promote Wellington’s unique natural 
environment (Ex)

Ongoing

Outcome 3 – Contributing to Wellington’s outstanding quality of life
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Outcome 3 – Contributing to Wellington’s outstanding quality of life

priOriTiEs AcTiOns TiMinG

4.1 facilitate 
and support 
community 
involvement in 
the management 
of open spaces

4.1.1 Target consultation to encourage more people (including 
individuals, organisations, ethnic groups and communities) to 
participate in the management and design of open spaces, eg 
suburban parks and reserves plans (E)

Ongoing

4.1.2 Partner and resource community and environmental 
groups to manage projects that will achieve the priorities 
outlined in this plan, in particular (Ex): 

• ecological restoration projects

• track development

•  facilities such as the Berhampore Golf Course and Makara 
Peak Mountain Bike Park

Years 1–3

4.1.3 Develop and implement further volunteering initiatives 
to help promote involvement and management of our open 
spaces (Ex)

Ongoing

4.1.4 Collaborate with and support the growing online meet-up 
groups that get people active in our open spaces (Ex)

Ongoing

4.1.5 Support outdoor events and other community initiatives 
by providing advice, training, grants, and subsidies for venues 
and equipment (E)

Ongoing

Outcome 4 – Doing it together

3.6 protect  
and celebrate 
historic and 
cultural values

3.6.1 Ensure that valuable archaeological sites and historic 
features are protected from current and future developments 
(including through the planning process) and are not overly 
compromised by sport, recreation and environmental activities (E)

Ongoing

3.6.2 Make our cultural and historic heritage evident in the 
protection, design and use of open spaces (E)

Ongoing

3.6.3 Ensure that signs, brochures, websites, apps and other 
information provide good descriptions of historical and cultural 
features around our open spaces (N)

Ongoing

3.7 use our 
open spaces 
to increase 
resilience during 
emergencies

3.7.1 As part of civil defence planning, scope and understand 
the functions that different spaces can provide in the event of 
earthquakes, tsunamis, rough storms, liquefaction, and other 
emergencies (E)

Years 1–3
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4.2 collaborate 
with partner 
agencies to 
effectively protect 
and manage 
biodiversity 

4.2.1 Demonstrate and facilitate regional environmental 
guardianship (E) 

Ongoing

4.2.2 Increase consistency in the ways we and partner 
agencies manage and support community groups (Ex)

Ongoing

4.2.3 Work with adjacent local authorities to protect large-
scale linkages/corridors on a regional scale and ensure 
cross-boundary management of important catchments and 
ecosystems (Ex)

Ongoing

4.3 partner with 
landowners to 
improve access 
to and use of 
open space

4.3.1 Partner with schools to identify opportunities to use 
their open spaces and facilities for sporting and recreational 
activities (Ex)

Ongoing

4.3.2 Work with landowners on the Outer Green Belt to 
negotiate access along the Skyline Walkway (E)

Years 1–3

4.3.3 Support the development of a heritage park on Watts 
Peninsula in conjunction with the Crown (N)

Dependent  
on Crown

4.4 Work in 
partnership with 
mana whenua

4.4.1 Co-manage reserve land vested in mana whenua (E) Ongoing

4.4.2 Work in partnership with mana whenua to manage the 
Town Belt (E)

Ongoing

4.4.3 Support Māori community-based groups to practise 
kaitiakitanga (guardianship), and to use our open spaces for 
the development of indigenous knowledge and traditional 
activities, such as raranga (weaving), for the benefit of all (E)

Ongoing

4.5 Work together 
as a region 

4.5.1 Ensure a coordinated approach for the provision, 
development, management and protection of open spaces and 
programmes/projects across the Wellington region, consistent 
with the Regional Open Space Strategy (E)

Ongoing
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WHAT ArE WE plAnninG TO dO?

Recreation, sports and leisure projects

OUR SPACE

Open space now

Existing major tracks

Sportsfields

Recreation and community hubs for development

Proposed open space

Proposed heritage park – Watts Peninsula

Proposed recreation park – Spicer Forest

Future track developments

Build on the reputation of Wellington  
as a world-class mountain biking and 
walking destination

Complete the  
Skyline Walkway Grenada North Park

Newlands Park

Harbour Escarpment Walkway

Great Harbour Way

Wakefield Park

Hataitai Park

Propose a master plan  
for Te Kopahou

Owhiro Bay  
to Makara link

Otari to Makara link

Alex Moore Park



OUR CAPITAL SPACES   31

WHAT ArE WE plAnninG TO dO?

Blue and green network projects

OUR SPACE

Existing major tracks

Unpiped streams in priority catchments

Open space now

Open space now – containing sites of high biodiversity value

Sites of high biodiversity value outside of our current  
open spaces

Plant 2 million indigenous 
plants by 2020

Develop the Halo Project 
around Zealandia

Develop the educational role of 
our key nature-based attractions


