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Urban green spaces are disappearing from New Zealand cities, at a time when denser housing is being

planned in many areas.

Overall, the total area of green space is reasonable in New Zealand cities because they are relatively
small by world standards. But our new research shows complex links between urban intensification

and the availability of green spaces.

https://theconversation.com/drafts/237861/edit
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For example, Wellington’s urban areas have twice as much land with tree cover than in Auckland and
Hamilton. The variation between different parts of the same city is even more striking. Some
Hamilton suburbs have up to eight times more green space than others. In Wellington, nearby parts

of the city centre also differ dramatically.

In Auckland, private green space per person decreased by approximately 20% between 1980 and
2016. Given the forecast population growth over the coming decades in parts of most cities, these

losses will become even more acute.

Inequities in access

This trend is compounding already significant inequities in access to urban green spaces and its

benefits. This is important given 87% of us live in cities.

In line with international literature, more affluent suburbs typically enjoy more green space per
narson, closer to where people live. In some of the studies we reviewed, inequities in access reflect

.uequities in health and wellbeing.

Research in Christchurch shows residents of more economically and socially vulnerable

neighbourhoods have access to fewer ecosystem services (the benefits people get from nature). This
includes flooding mitigation, improved air quality, shade and public and private green spaces. The
researchers conclude the distribution of urban ecosystem services disadvantages more vulnerable

residents.

There are also important design and quality issues for green spaces. Many parks and other public
green spaces suffer from deferred maintenance due to stretched council budgets. This can make

physical access (steps, paths) more difficult, particularly for people with impaired mobility.

A further issue is the increasing prevalence of hard surfaces, impervious to water. Central Wellington
has one of the highest rates of paved surfaces in public spaces. This trend is also seen on private
sidential lots where former garden or lawn areas have been paved over for driveways or hard

courtyards.

This is more than an aesthetic issue given the critical importance of pervious surfaces for draining

heavy rain and floodwaters.

How to do better

All these considerations should be taken into account if we want to improve the effectiveness of urban

green spaces. Based on our research, we recommend the following.

» Urban green spaces must be considered essential assets for the wellbeing of all residents and as a
climate adaptation strategy. Their provision and quality should be protected and strengthened
through council policy. Many useful policy initiatives exist and could be strengthened, but

current policy is highly variable between councils.

https://theconversation.com/drafts/237861/edit
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