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PROPOSED HABITAT ACQUISITION FOR SPEARGRASS WEEVIL ON THE 
WELLINGTON SOUTH COAST 

The Wildlife Amendment Act 1980 declared certain terrestrial and 
fresh water invertebrates to be animals and hence protected under 
the Wildlife Act 1953. 

One of the animals so covered was the Speargrass Weevil (Lyperobius 
huttoni). The attention of the Department was drawn recently to 
the fact that the only known habitat in the North Island of these 
animals was on the south coast of Wellington as shown on the 
attached map one. 

It was also brought to our attention that of the six known sites 
on the Wellington south coast of L. huttoni, two had been destroyed 
by quarrying activity and two had-been badly affected by recent 
rock slides t o such an extent that in recent surveys no animals 
were found. This leaves two sites which from past and recent 
Victoria University investigations still appear to hold viable 
populations. 

In addition to these two sites being the only habitat of these 
animals in the North Island, it is the only habitat which is found 
at sea level. All known sites in the South Island are in alpine 
or subalpine areas. 

The known distribution of Lyperobius huttoni in the South Island 
is inconclusive and subject to much disagreement between 
entomologists and requires further study. 

The Department has been making preliminary investigations into 
ways in which the two remaining sites on the south Wellington coast 
can be protected 2 and it appears that this would best be achieved 
by land purchase and subsequent reservation. 

Investigations have revealed that the two sites of interest are 
on two properties, one owned by Mr J T Cliffe and the other by 
Mr and Mrs JM Fitzgerald (daughter and son-in-law of the Right 
Hon. Duncan MacIntyre). As yet no approaches have been made to 
the landowners. 

At present very little is known about the habitat requirements 
of these animals and the Department, in conjunction wi~t_h_ t~h~e,,.,.,. ___ _ 
Zoology Department of Victoria University of Wellingt n wi~l n P. ~ • 
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shortly be embarking on a research project to define the habitat 
needs of the weevils within the two sites. This project will 
establish the basis for future management of the weevils and 
this could result in future costs for habitat protection and 
management. 

It is proposed to request the Ministry of Works and Development 
to initiate land purchase negotiations. Possible purchase costs are 
not yet known but these will be small as the land is very steep 
and of very limited agricultural value. The likely attitude of 
the landowners cannot be gauged at present but should difficulties 
arise these will be reported back to you. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that you: 

1. approve the acquisition for wildlife purposes of these two 
speargrass weevil habitats on the Wellington south coast, 
owned by Mr J T Cliffe and Mr and Mrs Fitzgerald; 

2. note that future costs may arise for habitat management 
at these two sites. 

T Adams) 
irector 

Wildlife Service 
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PROPOSED HABITAT ACQUISITION FOR SPEARGRASS WEEVIL, 
WELLINGTON SOUTH COAST 

I 
I 

I refer to your comments on approving the submission of 22 June 
1982 (below) o The Ministry of Works and Development has 
approached Mr Fitzgerald and Mr Cliffe, the owners of the land 
areas involved, and has reported as follows: 

Fitzgerald 

Mr Fitzgerald clearly stated that he was not interested in selling 
the land in question. He is willing to come to an alternative 
arrangement, but was unable to suggest a suitable way of protecting 
the speargrass weevil colony while still carrying out his farming 
activities. 

One objection to selling is that this would create stock management 
difficulties; Mr Fitzgerald plans to fence off the coastal faces 
of his land to provide a paddock of approx. 65 ha for winter and 
spring feedo Effective fencing of the weevil colony would result 
in the proposed paddock being separated into two. 

Another of Mr Fitzgerald 1 s objections concerns the creek on one 
side of the colony, which is constantly moving due to erosion in 
the catchment and heavy rainfall. Mr Fitzgerald feels that the 
fences would be damaged by the movement of large amounts of shingle . ✓ 

From the reported comments it seems there is still room to negotiate 
and further discussions could lead to resolution of Mr Fitzgerald Zs 
farm management needs while allowing the wildlife objective to be 
achieved through purchase, or some lesser interest in the land. 

Cliffe 

Mr Cliffe was ver y co-operative when approached, and left no doubt 
that he would be willing to sell the · land as 1• - , v-~· ~ hat t.i: a 
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He did however say that he would not like the buffer zone to be 
made too large, as he felt that this would create a fire hazard 
which would endanger both the weevil colony and his own property. 

Mr Cliffe 7 s property is at present being totally refenced by a 
contractor, and if purchase of this area can be negotiated fairly 
quickly, it will be possible to use the contractorts services when 
he reaches the weevil colony. 

·Recommendation: 

It is recommended that you: 

(1) Approve the undertaking of negotiations for the purchase of 
Mr Cliffe 1 s land; 

(2) Approve negotiations with Mr Fitzgerald to achieve the best 
possible protection of the weevils, including if necessary 
the purchase of the land. 

__, 
:d-a:ms) 

irector Wildlife Service 

f . . 
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APPLICATION FOR FINANCI AL APPROVAL 
(I.A. Circular N o. 1978/3 5 of 20 November 19 7 8 re fe rs) 
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Spent c rrent year: ... .... .. ... ... ............. .. .... ..... .... .... .. . Funds ava ilable current year: .. .. ............. ... f Y.'.:'. .:· ......... .. . 

(ii) Check authority, charg ing, and enter approvi ng 
off icer. 

Recommended for approval: ..... .. ........... ...... ... .... ... ✓._ =-.~ . 
,4(-<7'; (AE COU~T-t.•117'\.---i1"1T'--, 

Comment s of Accountant: .......... ..... ............................. ... , ----,i£.---::._ __ _:i __ .,,. 

I -· · ·· · · · ···· · · · ··· : • ·· ········· J-,,, .. . ...... . .. . . . ...... . . ... ... . ... ... ... .. ... . .... ..... . 

(ii) Comments of C.E.O.: .......... .... . ·· ···· --;;--- ······ ·•• 1.£ ...... .... ............. ............ ... .. .... ...... .............................. . 
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(iii) Expenditure approved: ..... .. .. ¼ .......... / .... {~,Q·· ........... Qi~s·,G·N·A~/.L ... ... ..... \ ...... 10.i-.ri i .... ... .. . 

-------- -----~,,,,,,,...;;..._ ~l.,6-..;. ____________________ ,~:\',~0l!i81'"~...,..Y.lt!,W 
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E. Payment reference (by Budget Control Cl erk) : 

Voucher Summary Date Amount Balance Outstand ing -"'l 
t---,----,--..,/-t":t_f_ t-.M- A-----+--.'-.. -ff-_ 1_:1,_s.-_:-.. -~-.. ?-.. - 4-p-n-,-n--,-----------j· 
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Respect ive Offi cer as detai led in 5 c hedul e "A", page 1, o f above c i rcula r. 
After acti on compl et ed, o r iginal t o Bud get Con t ro l C lerk, dupli cate to Records for fili ng. 
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Memorandum of Agreement 

(1) Full Name i': . ......... . ..... . .. .. ....... . .. .. .. . . .... .. . . . . ... ... . ... . ... .. . . . . .... . . .. . . . .. . .. . . • . . ..... . . . .. . . ... . .. of 

(2) Address and 
Occupation 

( 3 ) Delete if not 
applicable 

... '•, ......... .... ... .... ... ..... ..... ............. ..... .... ... ...... .... ..... .... ................ .. .. ... ... .. . 

(hereinafter called the owner) being the ownerict_~ of the land hereinafter mentioned for an estate of freehold/ 

~ in possession hereby offers to sell to the Crown for the sum of 

free of (3 ).sit ,,,ie,~- and discharged from all encumbrances all the piece(s) of land 
,, 125<>; ) 

comprising about hectares square metres being 

,\11 .. ··:_ d Registry on and subject to the conditions set out in Notes 

A and C endorsed on the reverse hereof: 

The owner agrees to execute a transfer of the land OR ALTERNATIVELY at the option of the Minister of Works 
and Development the owner agrees to the taking by Proclamation or Declaration under the Public Works Act , 
1981 , of such piece(s) of land and if the public work is an essential work to accept the above sum in full settlement 
of compensation for the said land together with the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto belonging and 
all his estate and interest therein as aforesaid and of all claims and demands in respect thereo f or in respect of 
damage to the surrounding land by severance or otherwise howsoever ; And the owner hereby authorises the 
Crown to retain and pay (if demanded) to the persons entitled the whole or a sufficient portion of the compen
sation to release the land agreed to be taken from all encumbrances affecting the same ; And the owner further 
agrees to adduce a good title to the said land and to comply with the requirements set out in Notes Band Con 
the reverse hereof. 

SIGNED by the said 

(Owner) 

Date: 19 

in the presence of: 
Witness: 

Address : 

Occupation: 

Acting on behalf of the Crown pursuant to Section 9 of the Public Works Act 1981 and pursuant to an authority 
given to me by the Minister of Works and Development I hereby accept the above offer to sell/confirm the above 
agreement to take by Proclamation or Declaration. 

DATED at 

SIGNED by 

in the presence of: 
Witness: 

Address: 

Occupation : 

P.W. 69 (Rev. 9/82) 

this day of 19 

87766J - 8,000/9/82 MK 



1. DATE OF 
SETTLEMENT 

2. DATE FOR 
POSSESSION AND 
APPORTIONMENTS 

3. EXECUTION 
OF TRANSFER 

4. POSSESSION 
SUBJECT TO 
TENANCY 
delete "vacant ... . 
.... and " from (2). 

5. INSURANCE 

6 ~I JRVEY BY OWl'>I 
if applies delete last 
sentence of l(c). 

7. ESSENTIAL WORK 
LAND TAKEN BY 
TRANSFER 

1. ACQUISITION 
OF TITLE 

2. POSSESSION 

3. MORTGAGEES' 
STATEMENTS 

4. RATES 

5. POSSESSION 
SUBJECT TO 
TENANCY delete 
"vacant .... 
.... and" from (2). 

6 . INSURANCE 

Please quote P.W .. .. .. .... .. ........ . 

All correspondence is to be addressed to : 
The District Commissioner of Works, 
Ministry of Works and Development. 

NOTE A 
CONDITIONS RELATING TO TRANSFERS 

The date of settlement shall be: 

--... 

(a) One month from acceptance of offer if survey or -diagram on the transfer is not requirnd for giv-Hlg 
~, 

(b) Six weeks from acceptance of offer if diagram on the transfer will suffi~~f, 
(c) Three weeks from depositing of land traBsfer plaB if surv@y is req1c1ired for giviBg title . CrOWB-W-ill 

do SYP'ey. 

Vacant possession oLthe_saidd-and-shal.b,..b~w-r-i-a.FJd net rates shall be apportioned on 
date of settlement and for this purpose •the latest rate demand received by the owner up-to-date duly 
receipted shall be forwarded tci District Commissioner of Works . 

Upon payment of purchase money and any apportionments by the Minister the owner and all other 
necessary parties will execute in favour of the Minister a valid conveyance transfer or other assurance 
of the said land for an estate in fee simple free from encumbrances, such assurance to be prepared by and 
at expense of the Minister and to be tendered to the owner for execution. 

The owner shall advise the full name of each tenant, the rent payable and when , the nature of the 
tenancies (weekly, monthly , etc.) and the date to which rent is paid ; the owner shall collect all such rent 
up to. date of settlement, after which Crown will collect. 

Insurance premium shall not be apportioned and the said land shall remain at the sole risk of the owner 
and if any damage is done to the said land prior to settlement other than by the Crown such damage 
shall be made good by the owner prior to settlement or the cost of making good such damage shall be 
deducted from the purchase money. 

taking reasonable steps to have the plan deposited without delay the Minister e owner by 
registered letter notice that he requires the plan to be d.e · · · a period of six months from the 
date of such notice and if at the e,s: ir · period the plan has not been deposited the Minister 
may arran_ge. for an · · ·- • survey to be carried out or completed and a plan of the land deposited 
. -e-Bey . 

•. If the said land is to be acquired .by the. Crown for. an essen.tial work the. owner acknowledges that the 
above sum is in full settlement of compensation pursuant to the provisions of the Public Works Act 1981 
for the said land together with the rights easements and appurtenances thereto belonging and all his estate 
and interest therein as aforesaid and of all claims and demands in respect thereof or in respect of damage 
to the surrounding land by severance or otherwise howsoever. 

NOTEB 
CONDITIONS RELATING TO LAND TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN BY 

PROCLAMATION OR DECLARATION 

The Crown will take title by Proclamation or Declaration but may register a compensation certificate 
against the title pending issue of the Proclamation or Declaration to facilitate settlement. 

VacaFJ.t -possession of the · said- land shall be giveB to the Crown aBd net rates shall be apportioned on 
settlement which shall be not later than ........... month(s) from date of acceptance of offer. 

As the issue of the Proclamation or Declaration will clear or has cleared the land of any encumbrance 
the owner shall advise whether the said land is , or was, at the date of taking viz., ..... ./ .. ... ./ ... ... , subject 
to any registered or unregiste red mortgage, lien, or charge . If the land is/was so subj ect the owner or his 
solicitor shall forward to the District Commissioner statements signed by each mortgagee and holder of 
the lien or charge setting out the amount required to be paid to him in discharge or reduction of the 
mortgage debt or fo r the release of the lien or charge. 

Unless the land affected by the agreement is part only of the owner's property in the same holding on 
the rating roll the owner shall forward to the District Commissioner the latest rate demand received by him 
up to date duly receipted as to payment. 

The owner shall advise the full names of each tenant , the rent payable and when, the nature of the 
tenancies (weekly, monthly , etc.) and the date to which rent is paid. Owner shall collect all such rent up to 
day of settlement after which Crown will collect. 

In surance premium shall not be apportioned and the said land shall remain at the sole risk of the owner 
and if any damage is done to the said land prior to settlement other than by the Crown such damage shall 
be made good by the owner prior to settlement or the cost of making good such damage shall be deducted 
from the purchase money. 

NOTEC 
SEE ATTACHED PAGE FOR ANY CONDITIONS SPECIAL FOR THIS TRANSACTION 

NOTE- The owner should initial this side of the page and any alteration in print and additions to print and 
should be given a copy of this form for his own use . 
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~ Ministp, of 'VVorks DISTRICT OFFICE: ..................................... . 

~ and De~1elopment ..... P..r .. i. ":-1.S. t.s .. J3.rJ>.g ................................. . 
lJELLING HlN 

Property Services 
Ref: 94/0/1 

Date: 11 March 1 9 8 3 Inquiries to : 

The Secretarv 
Department of Internal Affairs 

Private Bag 

Wellington 

fJ- 3~ ( D.E_P.A R Hl_Er✓ T ... 0 F .. .I.N TE_R_N_A.L .... A_F_F A_I_R s ...... A C QU IS I.TI.ON ... Of ... LAND .......................... . 
SOUTH WELLINGTON COAST SPEARGRASS WEEVIL 

I concur with the enclosed land purchase officer's recommendation d3ted .?..} ... ~.~\~ .. }.~-~~---·········· .. ················· 
If you wish to proceed please advise me and I will then complete the transaction. 

P.W. 11 will be required. (Delete if necessary.) 

-= ~=:2202~ t7 
N F Oldfield -~~ 

for DISTRICT COMMISSIONER OF WORKS V, ~ ,\//\iv, 
~: l, 

~ /·~r 
~ ¥~ v~ - . 

-0 < ".';.~ 
\\'- J t"' f' 

(0\V:. 

P.W. 719A (Rev 6/80) 48868H 

In it ia ls : .. l.<~.Q 

17 
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D. □ 94/0/1 

Ministry of Works and Development 
District Office 
WELLINGTON 

2 2 MAR 1983 
The District Commissioner of Works 
WELLINGTON 

82.361 DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
ACQUISITION OF LAND 
SOUTH WELLINGTON COAST 
SPEARGRASS WEEVIL 

By Department of Internal Affairs memorandum dated 30 
June 1982 this office was asked to proceed with investigations 
to purchase two sites on the South Wellington Coast which 
are inhabited by the animal Lypenbius huttoni (Speargrass 
weevil) which is fully protected under the Wildlife Act 
1953. The two sites in question were said to be the only 
two known in the North Island inhabited by this animal 
and it was felt by the Wildlife Service that the best way 
to protect the habitats_ would be to purchase and reserve 
them. -

Agreement has now been reached with one of the owners to 
the purchase of his land and further details are as follows: 

OuJNER: 

PURPOSE: 

INTEREST TO BE ACQUIRED: 

AUTHORITY: 

AREA: 

DESCRIPTION: Legal: 

General: 

Joseph Thomas Cliffe 

Wildlife Preservation Purposes 

Freehold 

Department of Internal Affairs 
memorandum dated 30 June 1982. 

4.65 hectares subject to survey. 

Situated in Blocks IX and XII of 
the Port Nicholson Survey District 
being part sections 5 and 37 of the 
Tera w h it i Di s t r i c t and b e in g a 1 s o p~, t 
Lot 1 an D.P. 5864 and being part 
of the land contained in Certificate 
of title Volume 424 Folio 277. 

The subject land forms part of 
a 536 hectare grazing unit which 
runs four kilometres south from 
the end of South Makara Road out to 
the Cook Strait Coastline. The 
land comprises an/ area of steep 

----- --- -
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ZONING: 

VALUATION: 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT: 

COMMENTS: 

southerly sea face overlooking 
Cook Strait. It has sparse vege
tation, little grass with some 
gorse. In addition to this a further 
surrounding s t rip nearer the top 
of the bluff, including some reasonabl y 
grassed land i s required as a buffer 
area. At the eastern end of the site 
is a small fishing bach. 

The subject s i te is zoned rural. 

Government Va l uation as at 21 October 
1982. 

The valuer va l ued 2.5 hectares of 
the site at $3 ,000 plus a value 
of $500.00 per hectare for the buffer 
strip and any area variation. 

$4,125.00 plus reasonable legal 
fees subject t o the condition that if 
on final survey the area is found 
to be less than 4.65 hectares no 
refund will be required. However if 
the area is f ound to be more than 
15% greater -t han 4.65 hectares extra 
compensation will be paid at a rate 
of $500.00 per hectare plus 11% 
simple interes,t. 

The subject site is one of the two required by the Department 
of Internal Affairs for the preservation of the animal Lyperbius 
huttoni (Speargrass Weevil) which is fully protected under the 
Wildlife Act 1953. 

The area of 4.65 hectares was calculated by Ministry of 
Works and Develcipment Survey Branch from an aerial photograph 
obtained from the Department of Lands and Survey and enlarged 
to a scale of 1 : 5000. This calculation has an error factor 
of up to 2 □% either way. 

As stock will not be brought into the area of the farm I 
surrounding the subject site until it is fenced it is not I 
proposed to.fence off the subject site unt i l the area of the f 
farm surrounding the subject site is fenced (which is expected . 
to be at least a year away). At this stage it is proposed I 
that a final survey will be undertaken to calculate the exact t 
area of land purchased. If on this final survey the actual ~ 
area is found to be less than 4.65 hectares ~a refund will be 1

1
, 

required. However if tha area is found t o be mare than 15% 
greater than 4.65 hectares extra compensati on will be paid I 
at a rate of $500 per hectare' plus 11% simpl e interest. ! 

I 
I 
r 

I 
I 
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1,1e Government Valuer had difficulty in obtaining comparable 
sales evidence for land of a similar nature to that of the 
subject land. He therefore placed emphasis on the purchase 
price paid for the farm plus other general market trends in 
carrying out his valuation. 

The bach which is located at the eastern end of the subject site 
is not owned by Mr Cliffe. The owner Mr Emeny has a verbal 
agreement with Mr Cliffe and pays an annual rental of $150.00. 
Further details of this agreement will be given at settlement. 
Mr Eme~y has been associated with the coast for the last 20 years 
and wishes to stay there. It is proposed at present t9 let 
Mr Emeny remain where he is although this may be subject to some 
changes at a later stage. 

The proposed settlement of $4,125.00 is considered to be 
fair and reasonable. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I recommend that approval be obtained to purchase the above 
property from Joseph Thomas Cliffp for the sum of $4,125.00 
(four thousand one hundred and twenty five dollars) subject 
to the following conditions: 

(1) Settlement shall be one month from acceptance of offer. 

(2) The Crown shall, at its own cost, arrange for a survey 
to be completed in accordance with the attached plan 
and will.complete all formalities required to sever 
the land from the land of the vendor. 

(3) The Crown will pay to the vendor the cost of fencing 
any common boundaries. It is acknowledged that the 
vendor may arrange for completion of fencing at his 
convenience. The Crown will reimburse the cost of~ 
fencing any common ~oundaries upon completion of 
such fencing and "upon demand" by the vendor. The 
words "upon demand" to have the meaning ascribed by 
them by the fifth schedule of the Chattels Transfer 
Act 1924. 

(4) The Crown will pay the Vendor's reasonable legal costs 
in relation to the transaction. 

(5) It is agreed that the Crown will pay to the vendor the 
above mentioned sum of $4,125.00 on settlement as 
detailed berein. In addition should the final surveyed 
area of the above described land be more than 15% greater 
then 4.65 hectares the Crown will pay to the vendor a 
further calculated sum at the rate of $500.00 per hectare 
together with 11% simple interest payable from the date 
of settlement to the date actual payment of such further 
sum is made. The Crown will make payment of such further 
amount immediately the final measured area is known and 

~ · approved by the vendor. If the final measure~ - area 
should be less than 4.65 hectares. it is nevertheless 
agreed that there shall be no reduction in the above 
mentioned sum of $14,125.00. 

I 

McCaho3s
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(6) This agreement shall be conditional upon the following: 

(a) 

(b) 

The vendor obtaining the consent of any mortgagees 
of the land; and 
The vendor approving the surveyed plan as prepared 
by the Crown. Such approval not to be unreasonably 
withheld. 

Mfr.,~ 
M Grounsell 
Assistant Land Purchase Officer 

B Tiller 
Senior Land Purchase Officer 

I concur subject to clause 3 being amended to read "the 
reasonable cost of fencing any common boUndariss". 

N F Oldield 
District Property Officer 
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Please Quote 

WILDLIFE SERVICE 
DEPART/V\ENT OF 

WIL 40/7/2 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

\ --------------------------1 
Private Bag, Wellington, N.Z. Telephone 738-699 

30 June 1982 

The District Commissioner of Works 
Minj_stry of Works and Development 
Privat e Bag 
WELLINGTON 

Telegrams and Cables 'Internal' 

PROPOSED PURCHASE OF LAND - SOUTH WELLINGTON COAST 

The Wildlife Service has been investigating for sometime now 
two sites of importance to the animal Lyperobi us huttoni. This 
animal otherwise known as the Speargras s Weevil is fully 
protected. under the Wildlife Act 1953. 

The two sites mentioned are the only sites known in the North 
Island of t his animal and the habitat is at present under a 
certain amount of pressure from farming practices. 

It is felt by the Wildlife Service that the most practicable way 
in which to protect these habitats is to purchase and reserve 1 . .-..:.:.-_,.___ 

them. -

The. two areas are situated on the Wellington South Coast and their 
approximate location is shown on map one. The aerial photograph 
enlargements (Plans one and two) show edged i n blue line the 
minimum acceptable boundary, to include a proper buffer zone, 
while at the same time producing an acceptable .fence line. 

Plan One 

· p1an one shows an area which is included in part Lot one D.P. 26908; 
fT 7A/706 attached. This land is owned by Mr and Mrs JA 
Fitzgerald. 

This site was pr0bably burnt by fire in early 1982 but there appears 
to be a still viable population o.f animals present. 

PJ.an Two 

Shows land which is i ncluded in Lots one and two D.P. 5864; C.T 
42Lt-/277 which is a t tached. This land has recently been acquired 
by a Mr J T Cli.f.fe. 

0 
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This site contains probably the best population of these 
animals. 

The areas are southward facing steep slopes and would appear to 
have little agricultural value to their present owners. 

There has been no approach by officers of the department to either 
of the landowners, however people from Victoria University, with 
whom we are working jointly on this project, did contact the 
landowners s0me time ago and informed them of the presence of 

·these animals. 

We have received from the Minister of Internal Affairs approval in 
principle to the acquisition of this land but the Minister has asked 
that we report back to him on the opening expression of interest 
with the landowners before we proceed to a stage of commitment. 
I would ask that you keep this in mind while discussing the package 
with the owners. 

Could you please proceed with investigations to purchase this land 
up to the stage where initial contact has been made with the land
owners so that I may report back to the Minister as required. 

If you require it, officers of the department will be available to 
·accompany you on field inspections and to meetings with the land
owners. The contact officer is either the writer or Mr KL Owen. 

, hw,11ft+J 
tf ~::u~e McKinlay) 

. · for Director, Wildlife Service 
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WIL 40/7/2 

13 April 1983 

District Commissioner of Works 
Ministry of Works and Development 
Private ag 
WELLING'I'ON 

Attention: Mr M Grounsell 

ACQUISITION OF LAND : SPEARGRASS WEEVIL HABITA'l' 

I refer to your memorandum of 11 March 19 83, and confirm 
that I a gr ee with the purchase as detailed i n your memo. 

Would you p lea.se pr oceed with the transaction; the 
cheque has be n f r warded to you earlier. 

/. (Jan Smith ) 
i f or Director, Wildlife Service 

t 
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wjL : if()/71'1 

20 Apr il -1 98 _. 

Zoology D part men t 
Vict oria University 
Pri vate Bag 
\~ • J.jLINGTON 

Attention: Dr G Gibb s 
It/1.r W J" · ;i nsta:nley 

ACQTJI SITION OF LAl\11) : - SPl!IARGJ?t.ASS WEEVIL HABI'rA:r - - -

This letter i~ written to i.nform you both , and any of 
your s t aff , of the recep.tl.y successful purchase oi the 
spea:rg.:ras ,=• weevil h&b1ta t on J •r Cliffe' s property on 
t he ~outh WelJ;ington coast. · 

Unfortuna-t;,el.y ~10,gotiat.ions w:i,. t h J A. Fi t z gerald f or ·the 
other sit e failed, however we will be ta..tdng up this 
matter agai:i;1 with Mr Fitzgerald at a later date . I t 
is our h1t;en.ttons that the l<labi tat on the Cl i ffe 
property wil1 EJVen;t:uall-y be fenced and surveye , 
hopefully i n the near future. 

..Jei_0/7/-2 

33/5/-66 

FI LE 

'l- I 

Does the University intend to carry out t he Weevil 
study deferre.9- from the last y~ar? 

I 
. . .1.~1-.... f. 1-t.:3... I 

Initials : --~ ---·· / 

If so, cou:I:.d you please contact Dr Ct"awlev " inr~ his '------- --1 
regard; so tha_t advanced planning can be initiated. 

Yours sip.oerely 

Kj}J-
(K L Owen) 
for Director, Wildlife Service 

r Rl~t~G-UP 5 t71 ~ ~ 
Initials: .. ······ ··· · · 

L 



Compensation Certificate 

,crict Lanii -'RJiltrilr of'the l.4IJQ Jllegistration District of ...... ~.~~~~.~.~:.~~ .... ............................. ...................... . 
/ ·.":·.. ,· . ' 

./ ,,t'· to section 1f '&f. the 'Public +~lorks Amendment Act 1948, this Compensation Certificate is forwarded to you 

;:/deposited irf:,your Registty and ii m~orial thereof registered against i:he title to all land affected thereby: 
(a) Descriptior'i ',~-it,e land aff~ted by the Certificate : 

Al.::L 't''ti· '!-liec~ of land containing 507 .1622 hectares situated 
i-:tif _B~ii.w ~ t~ and XII of the Port Nicholson Survey District, 
Be.tk-g:31-S~ction 48 and part of Sections 5, 33, 35, 36, 37, 46, 
41:f,. -~ 9 · a~d 50 of the Terawhi ti District being also Lots 1 and 2 
ori, p.P, 586iH Certificate of Title Volume 424 folio 277 

(b) Brief particulars of the Agreement: 13/4/83 
Date: . ......................... .. 

1 Crown to acquire approximately 4.65 Hectares of the above 
land for Wildlife Preservation purposes. 

2 Consideration to be $4,125.00 

(c) Names and addresses of parties to Agreement (other ~han Minister): 

Joseph Thomas Cliffe of Wellington 
Accountant 

(d) (i) Place where Copy of Agreement may be inspected: Office of District Commissioner. of Works, Ministry of Works 

and Development, 133 Molesworth Wellington 
Street, · 

(ii) Hours during which a copy of the Agreement may be inspected: 9 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on any day when Government Offices are open to the public. 

(iii) Reference by which Agreement may be identified: 9 4/0/1 

This Compensation Certificate is signed by me on behalf of the Minister of Works and Development pursuant to a-n authority 

given to me by him dated the 

Dated at 
Signed by 

Wellington 

12th 

Roderick Mason Ingle 

P.W. 365 (Rev. 2/74) 

day of 

, this 

October ;--~ .; / re J, / ,{,f-,- day of ;,M..,,,•:/ 
,.,/ /,/ / 

19 82 . 
,r. .., 
I .' I 

19 ) _. . 

/2Ad " 
....................... / .. : .... ... ........................... ..... ...... ..... ....... .......... .. ........... .... . 

Person Authorised by the M,n,ster of Wprks and Development. 

16211 H-2,00018178 M 
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RAA : MP 

rtir L . Ente.n.: • 
30 Hm ,];)er Street , 
_$LA ID B Y 

F,oi IL, 40/7/1 

, •i:th r ,ef.erenc;e to, our c;ussion on .4 Fehru:acy 1985 , :r x;,zeu:2d he 
,o b-1iged if you 'l.'!OUld r,ep l y in -v;rit.ing if you ""gr e e t:o the 
f oll:o.\>1ing : . 

'T'he li.l d li£e- Sel."Vice is of the o ,ii.ion 
and u..i:1der n t .nding .att.itu e to.,1, .. r I;': 'eche 

. :SERVE , rill be o£ mutual ne fi tq. 

cooperative 
<:!$ WEEVIL 

'2 . ~: ·e wil .l n1aintain this sta ,t'US, o . or .sev~a l vears and 
you ~ ~Y o •~.C~P.Y the baeh .fox y.our l ifetime w:Ud'.l.out 

3 ... 

5 ... 

rent p 1-ovide d 'lr.h · t: 

.fi.re ... 

That you give: s . nc:e. towar ds p l an:t.i in. the· 
.:re·~erve , fen . ri c ,. nd keepin cu,. eye on wh t 
h a_pens re,.. ~rve... !11 the near f uture it y o f 
bene:fit if :r.,,._ 1y "'"o.r a .vt:' i l · i f 'e Ran;ge·r ,.,,-, rrant f or-
the at're .. 

'lb.at the. bach be. a a · · able f :0 1" Wild l.if,e Service use; 
tliroug , co_ s ul:tat:i on n r · asonable notice i.thout 
in:"'xin:c, in.g on you:r p irivac y . 

e i t n to, ·ro uce 
l ou t f uture .rorl" 

n ei, en'e.. p l n for ~he res e-rve \•.rhich wi.11 
sue}', .ee , . s fir e C'Ot-~t.rol contac t • 

Yours . .,,incerely , 

( . A . ..der o .. ) 
for · r.e~ctor , 
w.::.1 ,1 i > . .... rvic 
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Please Quote 

WIL 40/7/19 WILDLIFE SERVICE 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

Address Correspondence to 
Secretary for Internal Affairs Enquiries to .... . ...... ... . .. ..... . .. . 

Private Bag , Wellington, N.Z . Telephone 738 699 Telegrams and Cables " Internal " Telex INTAFB NZ31134 

29 April 1985 

Mr J T Cliffe 
South Karori 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Mr Cliffe 

Thank you for your generous offer to gift the parcel of land 
near the spear grass weevil reserve for conservation. At this 
stage the Director of Wildlife, Ralph Adams, wishes me to extend 
his thanks for your gift which is a very significant step towards 
ensuring the protection and enhancement of the wildlife values 
of the Wellington coast. 

The procedure for determining the ijroposed reserve status is 
as follows: 

1. Your signature on the attached letter agreeing to the gift 
subject to the suggested conditions. 

2. Formal acceptance of the gift by the Minister of Internal 
Affairs, Mr P Tapsell. 

3. Final survey after completion of fencing. 

4. Transfer procedures to the crown. 

5 . Proclamation of the land as a Memorial Wildlife Refuge Reserve. 

As I have indicated you will be contacted at some stage by the 
Minister and we would like, with your agreement to give this 
valuable acquisition the publicity which it deserves. 

Yours sincerely 

(Richard Anderson) 
for Director, Wildlife Service 



--- = 
AGREEMENT FOR PROPOSED RESERVE OV'v 

I, J T Cliffe of South Karori, Wellington, agree to gift part 

of my land situated in Blocks IX and XII of the Port Nicholson 

Survey District being sections 5 and 37 of the Terawhiti District 

and being also part Lot 1 on D.P.5864 and being part of the land 

contained in Certificate of Title, Volume 424 Folio 277, for 

a Wildlife Refuge Reserve ~nder the Wildlife Act 1953 subject 

to the following conditions. 

1. The area is more or less 75.34 ha as shown on the attached 

plan. 

2. The final area will be determined by survey upon completion 

of an agreed fenced line. 

3. The Crown shall at its own cost arrange for the survey and 

will complete all formalities required to sever the land · 

from the land of the owner. 

4. The Crown will meet the cost of the fencing requirement. 

5. The land will be declared as a memorial Wildlife Refuge 

Reserve and the memorial title will be determined by Mr J 

T Cliffe. 

6. A management plan will be prepared for the reserve designed 

to enhance and protect wildlife by planting native tree and 

shrub species which are ecologically acceptable to the South 

Wellington area. 



7. A final agreement will be drawn up gifting the land subject 

to acceptance by the Minister of Internal Affairs on behalf 

of the Crown and in agreement by Mr J T Cliffe as to the 

use of the land for a memorial Wildlife Refuge Reserve. 

l 

p~ { ~ t;, ~ ~ 
V /~ 

Signed: Joseph Thomas Cliffe 
I 

Date: 

2. 
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MINUTE SHEET 

Department: ....... ... .... ... . ..... ... ..... .... . . .. 

Subject 
Sectif ~l ·c .. 4·cj'/· ..... .. /.. ... \ .. .. : .. FiJJo .................. 7 .... .. 3. 

Date: ...... .. ................ .... ....... . 

To-

---- __C, li, 0 1 

• P . ~ , 0 

' ~s; . 

us-ill b ~~ VV\ ~ ~ ~ 

·t -~ u./ 



Ministry of Works 
and Development 
Policy Division 

Inquiries to T Knowles 

The Manager 

Date 

Department of Conservation 
PO Box 10-420 
WELLINGTON 

Attention : L. Sandeman 

25 March 1988 

SPEAR GRASS WEAVIL RESERVE - STH MAKARA 

William Clayton Building 
133 Molesworth Street 
PO Box 12431 WELLINGTON 

Telephone 748399, Telex NZ30089 
Fax. No (04) 748323 

Our ref 94/0/1 

Your ref 

I have taken this job over from Mike Ryan and note that the plan 
relating to the proposed reserve acquisition is yet to be 
signed. Comments on file note that a Mr Anderson formerly of 
Wildlife Division was liaising with Mr Cliffe but considered the 
issue too sensitive to press for the signature on plan. 

Can you please bring me up to date with the current situation as 
I would like to complete and close off the job. 

T Knowles 
Property Management Officer 

7o 



DOSLI.C2 

Department of 
. - - -

- _ = Si.1rv~y -and _la~d Information 
Your reference: 

In reply quote: 19/11/2 

For verba l enquiries please ask for: 

15 April 1988 

District Conservator 
Department of Conservation 
PO Box 5086 
WELLINGTON 

District Office: 

Postal Address: P O Box 5014 
WELLINGTON 

Teleg rams: DOSLI 

Telephone : 725-808 

LT 59192 - LAND FOR WILDLIFE RESERVE - sourn MAKARA 

Survey for the above reserve was requested by Ministry of Works and Development in 
September 1985 and lodged in October 1985. 

The original title plan is apparently with Ministry of Works and Development to obtain 
the signature of the owner. 

It is understood that the owner is difficult to locate. In the meantime the survey 
plan is being held ready for approval but no action will be taken if an ': assurance 
that the title plan will be returned in the near future. 

Should you not proceed with this acquisition or if you intend to alter the present 
definition we will be only to pleased to assist. 

Ministry of Works and Development have also been requested to advise progress on this 
matter. 

Surveyor 



19 April 1988 

Save Our Snails Society 
C/ - Andre w Jeffs 
Dep a rtment of Zoology 
UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND 

Dear Andrew 

Thank you for your letter dated 13 April 1988 regarding Weevil 
Reserve at Karori Stream Mouth, Wellington South Coast. 

You will be pleased to know that the proposed Reserve was 
fenced in 1985 and all is now required is final signature on 
the survey plan which we hope will be finalised in the next 
week or so. 

Yes, we would be keen to have the surplus fencing material in 
the future as this would come in handy for the Weevil Reserve 
and the Lizard Reserve at Pukerua Bay for maintenance purposes. 
The Raukawa District is fortunate to have several snail refuge's 
in our area and a lot of work has gone into protecting 
these rare species of snail. 

For further info write to Mike Wilkinson, Raukawa District 
off ice . 

Mike Wilkinson 

I ll: I'.\ I{ I \I I:'sT 01' C:O'sSt:I{ \ '. \ rl( l's 
I'\) I\< ) \: :-;1 >,'ii, \\!:I.I .I's< ;TI >.'s 's!:\\' 1.1'. .\l. . \:--.:I l 

eT I I l ' I,( )( )I { ( 11. \l.l .! "( ii c I I( )l -.~l e /·-i ., TI li e ITl,·i { \( T \11:LI.I:--.:( iT( h~ ,1 
TI : LI : I 'I I ( r:--.: I : I I I .. J. i 7 2 :i ,-.; 2 I . , 



19 April 1988 

Mr R Moody 
RD 7 Kimbolton 
FEILDING 

Dear Mr Moody 

CONSERVATION 

Re: Telephone discussion Mr Cliff's property. 

As you are aware Mr Cliffe gifted 59.SOOOha back in 1985 to the 
Wildlife Division of the Department of Internal Affairs. This 
land was required for the continual survival and protection of 
the Speargrass Weevil, this unique area is one of two left in 
the North Island. 

All that is now required to tie up this agreement is the final 
signature on the supplied Survey Plan . . As Mr Cliffe· has moved to 
Australia you have indicated t:ncti:. you were granted power of 
Attorney and we now seek your signature on behalf of Mr Cliffe. 

A copy of appointment of power of Attorney would be much 
appreciated. 

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 

Regards · 

Mike Wilkinson 
Department of Conservation 

nr.P,·\ HT\ ll _c \:T OI ' CO\:SL', l { \ ':\TIO :'\ 
I'< J 11< ):( :,OSC-:i \\" l : L Ll:'-:C,TO\: >:F.\\' ZF. \L.\~D 
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Jamie Sirl

From: Jamie.Sirl@wcc.govt.nz
To: Jamie Sirl
Subject: FW: Proposed District Plan - reference to weevil reserve 
Attachments: Proposed-speargrass-weevil-reserve-history-docs-from-DOC-20230419.pdf

 

From: Shona McCahon <Shona.McCahon@wcc.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 2 October 2023 5:16 pm 
To: Barry Insull (bipest@xtra.co.nz) <bipest@xtra.co.nz> 
Cc: Adam McCutcheon <Adam.McCutcheon@wcc.govt.nz>; Thomas Mayo <Tom.Mayo@wcc.govt.nz>; Sherilyn 
Hinton <sherilyn.hinton@wcc.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: Proposed District Plan - reference to weevil reserve  
 
Kia ora Barry, 
 
Thank you for your email of 27 August below, following our phone call. My apologies for the delay in replying. 
 
I understand that the Proposed District Plan (PDP) team wrote to you on 18 August 2023, acknowledging that the 
‘weevil reserve’ referenced in the PDP was not gazetted, and informing you that there would be the opportunity to 
correct the error through the PDP hearings process next year. As I mentioned, we had tracked down the background 
story on the reserve. Here’s a summary of what we found with help from DOC, together with attachments.   
 
We found that a speargrass weevil reserve on the South Coast was proposed by the Wildlife Service in 1982 and land 
for the purpose purchased from a Mr Cliffe in 1983, subject to fencing and survey. In 1985, Mr Cliffe offered to gift 
additional land around the original weevil reserve area for a Wildlife Refuge Reserve. Fencing and survey of both 
land parcels were apparently completed but, unfortunately, the owner’s signature was never obtained and neither 
the original land purchase nor the subsequent land gift were lodged with the land registry office. Consequently, the 
reserve was never formalised and the land changed to new ownership. This history is documented in more detail in 
the attached PDF file of papers we obtained from DOC. 
 
Answers to the specific questions raised in your email of 26th January 2023 are as follows. 
 

1. From an earlier email of 18th July 2022, “could you please provide a suitable plan/map that clearly shows 
the area you are talking about”. 

 There are several maps in the attached. The map on page 33 is the clearest in showing the location of 
the land purchased from and gifted by Mr Cliffe. The map on page 3 shows the general location on the 
Wellington south coast of the proposed reserve and another potential site (which did not proceed as the 
landowner was unwilling to sell).  

 
2. In order to test the accuracy or truthfulness of the assertion of their being a gazetted weevil reserve can I 

please be provided with a copy of either the formal notice or other material that would lead to the notice.  

 The proposed weevil reserve was never gazetted. 
 
3. In relation to your statement of the land being “subsumed into the Te Kopahou Reserve” - If you are 

unable to provide a plan/map of the area you were referring to can I please be provided with appropriate 
documentation that supports your statement e.g. Sale and Purchase Agreement, lease or relevant Land 
Information New Zealand (LINZ) paperwork? 

 The reference to Te Kopahou Reserve was an error. All the land purchased from Mr Cliffe as well as the 
land that he offered to gift was subsequently covered by the Kinnneal Conservation Covenant, which you 
have mentioned in your submission. 
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In your submission on the Proposed District Plan your raised a question about the ‘Long Beach Weevil’. The attached 
documents provide some information on this. While there is no reference to ‘Long Beach Weevil’, the Wildlife 
Service letter of 18 June 1982 referred to the Speargrass Weevil (Lyperobius huttoni) being present: i.e. “the only 
known habitat in the North Island of these animals was on the south coast of Wellington” and an accompanying map 
shows two locations identified at that time.  
 
I hope this information is helpful and apologise for my delay in replying to you fully. In the meantime, I look forward 
to our meeting on Thursday about the historic reserves on the South Coast.  
 
Ngā mihi, 
 
Shona McCahon 
Kaiwhakamahere Whenua Tāpui | Reserves Planner  
Parks, Sport & Recreation | Wellington City Council 
Note: I work part-time, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
M 027 803 0584 E shona.mccahon@wcc.govt.nz | W Wellington.govt.nz |  
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