Infrastructure — Ecosystems and IHP Recommended Changes
Indigenous Biodiversity

This entire chapter has been notified using the RMA Part One, Schedule 1 process (P1 Sch1).
Text shown in red (both underlined and struck-out) represents all changes recommended by the Panel from

the notified Plan provisions.

Tuahanga — Nga Punaha Hauropi me te
Kanorau Koiora Taketake

Infrastructure — Ecosystems and Indigenous
Biodiversity

INF-ECO Infrastructure — Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity

Introduction

The Infrastructure — Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity sub chapter provides a specific policy
framework and specific rules for infrastructure activities in significant natural areas identified within SCHEDS.

However, this sub-chapter does not apply to the following infrastructure that is managed by other chapters:

e The National Grid;

e Renewable electricity generation;

e Activities that fall under the definition of airport activities or airport related activities (and are located
within the Airport Zone); or

e Activities that fall under the definition of port or operational port activities (and are located within the

Port Zone)

Nete:The objectives, policies and rules of the Infrastructure chapter apply in addition to those of this sub-
chapter.
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Policies
Infrastructure — Ecosystems and Indigenous Biodiversity
INF-ECO-P33 | Operation, maintenance and repair of existing infrastructure within a significant natural
INF-ECO-P1 |area
Provide for the operation, maintenance and repair of existing infrastructure within significant
natural areas where the activity, including associated earthworks:
1. Is of a nature and scale that does not adversely affect the biodiversity values; or
2. Provides significant national or regional public benefit; and
3. Has an operational need or functional need to be in that particular location and where
there are no practicable alternative locations for the activity; and
4. Adverse effects are managed in accordance with the effects management hierarchy
in ECO-P5.1 — ECO-P5.6.
INE-ECO-P34 | Upgrades to existing infrastructure and development of new infrastructure in
INF-ECO-P2 |significant natural areas

Allow for upgrades to existing infrastructure and for new infrastructure within significant
natural areas where it can be demonstrated that:

1. There is an operational need or functional need that means the infrastructure's location
cannot practicably be avoided; and

2. Any adverse effects on indigenous biodiversity values within a significant natural area
are managed applied in accordance with ECO-P5.1 — ECO-P5.6.
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Rules

INF-ECO-R41 | Operation, maintenance, repair and removal of existing infrastructure within a
significant natural area

INF-ECO-R1
All Zones 1. Activity status: Permitted
Where:
a. Compliance is achieved with the following standards:
i. INE-ECO-S19 INF-ECO-S1; and
ii. INF-ECO-S20 INF-ECO-S2.
All Zones 2. Activity status: Restricted Discretionary

Where:

a. Compliance with any of the requirements of INF-ECO-R44-4 INF-ECO-R1.1
cannot be achieved.
Matters of discretion are:

1. The matters in INF-ECO-P1; and
2. The extent and effect of non-compliance with any relevant standard not met as specified
in the associated assessment criteria for the infringed standard.

INF-ECO-R42 | Upgrades to existing infrastructure within a significant natural area

.4

INF-ECO-R2

All Zones 1. Activity status: Restricted Discretionary

Matters of discretion are:

INF-ECO-R43 | New infrastructure within a significant natural area

4

INF-ECO-R3

! All Zones 1. Activity status: Discretionary
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- | All- Zones 2.-Activity Status: Controlled

Standards

INF-ECO-S19 | Trimming or removal of indigenous vegetation or trees within a significant natural area
INF-ECO-S1
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IHP Recommended Changes

All Zones 1. Trimming or removal of indigenous Assessment criteria:
vegetation or trees within a significant
natural area must be limited to 2m within 1. Operational or functional needs of
the footprint of existing infrastructure, infrastructure; and
access tracks or fences. 2. The effect of the activity and removal
2. Trimming or removal associated with the on the identified biodiversity values of
creation of a new access track required to the significant natural area and the
undertake operation, maintenance or repair measures taken to avoid, minimise or
of infrastructure: remedy the effects and where
a. Must not be greater than 2.5m in relevant the ability to offset
width; and biodiversity impacts.
b. Must not involve the removal of a tree
with a trunk greater than 15cm in
diameter as measured 1.4m above
ground.
This standard does not apply to:
a. Indigenous vegetation located within the
formed width of an existing road; or
b. Works undertaken in accordance with
Electricity (Hazards from Trees)
Regulations 2003 or the
Telecommunications Act 2001.
INF-ECO-S20 | Earthworks within a significant natural area
INF-ECO-S2
All Zones 1. Earthworks within a significant natural area Assessment criteria:
must not exceed 100m>:
1. Operational or functional needs of
a—More-than-50m°-per-transmission-line infrastructure; and
' Support structure: o 2. The effect of the activity and removal
3 ’ on the identified biodiversity values of
b. +00m~per-access-track: the significant natural area and the
measures taken to avoid, minimise or
remedy the effects and where
relevant the ability to offset
biodiversity impacts.
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