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DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES AND REMISSIONS

See page 12 of the Consultation Document for information about proposed changes to Council's
development incentives and remissions policies.

Q8. Do you agree with the following proposed policies?

Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

Proposed Hutt City Development Charges and
Rates Remissions Policy
Proposed policy on Rates Remissions and Grants
for Economic Development

GENERAL RATE SHARE PAID BY RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

See page 12 of the Consultation Document for information about the effect of property
revaluations on residential properties in particular.

Q9. Do you agree with the proposal to freeze the rates differential transition for one year?

Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Strongly Agree

Comments

JOINT WELLINGTON REGION WASTE MANAGEMENT AND MINIMISATION PLAN

See page 13 of the Consultation Document for information about the new Plan that has been
developed by the councils of the Wellington region. Please give us your feedback below.

Q10. Do you agree with the following?

Agree Don't agree
Proposed Primary Regional Target
Proposed Regional Action No. 1
Proposed Regional Action No. 2
Proposed Regional Action No. 3
Proposed Regional Action No. 4
Proposed Regional Action No. 5
Proposed Regional Action No. 6
Proposed Regional Action No. 7
Proposed Regional Action No. 8
Proposed Regional Action No. 9
Proposed Regional Action No. 10
Hutt City Council's Local Action Plan

What a waste of time.
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Q8. Do you agree with the following proposed policies?

Strongly
Disagree

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly
Agree

Proposed Hutt City Development Charges and
Rates Remissions Policy
Proposed policy on Rates Remissions and Grants
for Economic Development

GENERAL RATE SHARE PAID BY RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

See page 12 of the Consultation Document for information about the effect of property
revaluations on residential properties in particular.

Q9. Do you agree with the proposal to freeze the rates differential transition for one year?

Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Strongly Agree

Comments

JOINT WELLINGTON REGION WASTE MANAGEMENT AND MINIMISATION PLAN

See page 13 of the Consultation Document for information about the new Plan that has been
developed by the councils of the Wellington region. Please give us your feedback below.

Q10. Do you agree with the following?

Agree Don't agree
Proposed Primary Regional Target
Proposed Regional Action No. 1
Proposed Regional Action No. 2
Proposed Regional Action No. 3
Proposed Regional Action No. 4
Proposed Regional Action No. 5
Proposed Regional Action No. 6
Proposed Regional Action No. 7
Proposed Regional Action No. 8
Proposed Regional Action No. 9
Proposed Regional Action No. 10
Hutt City Council's Local Action Plan

Here's something to think about. Every council has this problem. You'e also trying to foster
innovation in the Hutt? Establish a fund to encourage private sector to look at and solve these
problems using technology. Focus on the outcomes you want, such as how do you 'sort' rubbish at
the landfill to ensure all recycling has been removed? Those things that can be recycled but
currently are not, figure out how to effectively recycle those. Look at bio fuel generators as way to
utilise gases produced by rubbish decomposition. The list is endless. In a nutshell, make it so easy
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for residents to recycle that it would cost them money not to recycle.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

Q11. Are there any other areas or activities that you would like to bring to our attention?

Comments
Overall really happy with the plan. I personally would like to see more use of data driven decision
making in council and a focus on reducing council debt. Exampe could be investing in solving the
recycling problem then looking to charge other councils to use your developed technology as a
source of income they may ultimately drive a reduction in rates.

Thank you for your feedback.

In conclusion, please enter your email address below if you would like us to email you Council-
related information in the future.

Comments

Attached Documents

File
No records to display.

Need Help?

Privacy Statement
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Submission to the Draft Hutt City Council 2017/18 Annual Plan and the Draft 

Wellington Regional Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 

 

Name of submitter Enviroschools Te Upoko o Te Ika a Māui 

Contact person Dana Carter 

Postal address c/- Greater Wellington Regional Council, 
PO Box 11646, Wellington 6142 

Contact phone number 021 526 053 

Email address dana.carter@gw.govt.nz 

 
We wish to speak in support of our submission and would prefer to present on Tuesday 16th May in 

the morning. 

 

Introduction 

1. Enviroschools is a nationwide programme that supports children, young people, their schools, 

and whānau to plan, design and implement sustainability actions that are important to them 

and their communities. The programme is thriving in the Lower Hutt and is contributing to Hutt 

City Council’s long term goal to “make Lower Hutt a great place to live, work and play”, along 

with helping to implement Hutt City Council’s (HCC) Sustainability Strategy and local actions in 

the Regional Waste Management and Minimisation Plan among other strategic goals.  

 

2. Independent research1 shows that the Enviroschools programme results in the following 

outcomes in local communities: 

 

3. This submission acknowledges Hutt City Council (HCC) for its progressive model of support for 

the Enviroschools Programme in Lower Hutt since 2004. In particular, this submission 

acknowledges the strong level of funding support provided with our current 2016 - 2019 

                                                
1
 Kinnect Group, 2014. Nationwide Enviroschools Census 
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contract which is enabling growth in Early Childhood Education (ECE) and continued regional 

leadership in the delivery of the programme in Lower Hutt. 

 

4. The key requests in this submission are for HCC to: 

a. Note the contribution that Enviroschools programme makes, and has the potential to 

make, to achieving Lower Hutt’s strategic social, environmental, cultural and economic 

goals. 

b. Note the progress achieved with the Enviroschools programme so far during 2016/17. 

c. Further strengthens the partnership between Enviroschools and HCC through a long term 

partnership agreement of at least six years following the completion of the current 

contract.   

d. Work with the joint councils of the Wellington region to adopt a more ambitious overall 

target for reduction in waste to landfill that takes a step change in waste management that 

will enhance Wellington’s reputation and show leadership nationally. 

e. Note that the Enviroschools programme in the Lower Hutt can play an important role in 

meeting the goals in the Draft Waste Minimisation and Management Plan. 

f. Retain goal E2 on page 37 of the Draft Waste Minimisation and Management Plan, and add 

‘and early childhood centres’ after schools. 

 

Progress during 2016/17  
5. With funding of $39,000 from HCC, the following key highlights have been achieved so far 

during 2016/17: 

a. Five early childhood centres have become Enviroschools, bringing the total number of 

Enviroschools in Lower Hutt to 24.  

 

b. Boulcott School has reflected at Silver, 

Tui Glen reflected at Bronze. This 

demonstrates deepening sustainability 

practice in these schools. Lower Hutt has 

three green gold Enviroschools, the 

highest number in the region.  

 

c. The Kids Connect event in 2016 was very 

successful, with 91 students attending 

from 21 schools, and 12 providers. Alina 

Pescini, Lead Enviroschools Teacher,  from Eastern Hutt School stated “What a wonderful day 

- thank you SO much.  I have many excited teachers and students at school and look forward to 

riding the wave of enthusiasm with them!” 

 

d. Enviroschools regularly connects with people from a wide range of organisations. In the last 

12 months we  have collaborated with a huge number of organisations to run professional 

development for teachers, including Petone Settlers Museum, The Dowse, GNS, Hutt 

Science, Zealandia and the Sustainability Trust.  
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e. In Term 1 this year we held a very successful education for sustainability provider expo for 

teachers where providers from 16 organisations shared what they do with 15 teachers, and 

a Seaweek event for 16  ECE teachers. Term 2 will include an event for teachers about 

student empowerment, student agency and genuine student led action, and 3 ECE events 

for the 3 clusters.  

 

f. Lower Hutt Enviroschools have been 

involved in many exciting sustainability projects. 

For example in the last 12 months, 

Wainuiomata, Koraunui and Normandale 

Schools have all audited the amount of waste 

they create and are working through ways of 

reducing the amount they send to landfill. 

Arakura Kindergarten has developed a 

community garden, while East Harbour and 

Kelson Kindergartens are getting to know their 

local waterways and how to care for them.  

 

g. 4 stories about Enviroschools have featured in local newspapers.  

 

We request the following: 

6. HCC notes the positive progress made in the delivery of the Enviroschools programme in Lower 

Hutt so far during 2016/17.  

 

Long term partnership between Enviroschools and Hutt City Council 
7. Enviroschools would like to thank Hutt City Council for their progressive funding of the 

Enviroschools programme. Our current contract is for $39,000 per year until 30 June 2019, 

including $10,000 per year to grow ECE. This progressive 3 year funding model allows job 

security for our facilitators, lower administrative costs, and enables a longer term, more 

strategic approach to programme delivery. This in turn enables stronger outcomes, more 

collaboration, and increased skills and knowledge by our network and Enviroschools facilitators.  

 

8. We expect continued demand from schools and early childhood centres in Lower Hutt to join 

our programme, and we are also looking at ways to strengthen our support to schools outside 

our network. We have strong support from all local authorities in the Wellington Region, and 

see ourselves as a lead provider of sustainability education to the region. Our goal is to continue 

to deepen and strengthen sustainability practice within schools and centres in the Lower Hutt 

and the rest of the Wellington region, and continue collaborating with other providers to 

maximise community outcomes, and build the skills and knowledge of future generations to 

tackle the sustainability challenges they may face. 
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9. The Enviroschools programme contributes in the following ways to HCC’s long term goals and 

strategies: 

Lower Hutt’s Strategic 
documents 

How Enviroschools supports strategic goals 

Long Term Plan 
Making our city a great place 
to live, work and play 

The Enviroschools programme is proven to result in positive 
citizenship and ecology, educational, social, environmental, 
cultural and economic outcomes for local communities.  
 
The programme has been tailored to suit schools and 
centres in Lower Hutt, and we collaborate with others to 
ensure outcomes are maximised.  

Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy 2015 - 2045 

The Enviroschools programme helps to meet waste goals 
including (WPT3), along with other sustainability goals. It 
does this by helping schools and centres to: 
● Understand why we need to protect and look after our 

land, air and water. 
● Protect water quality 
● value water, understand water management, and 

manage water use. 
● reduce school transport impacts and make healthier 

transport choices 
● manage pests, enhance biodiversity, and value and 

understand NZ’s unique biodiversity 
● manage energy and undertake eco-building 
● grow food on school property, including vegetable 

gardens and fruit trees 
● understand and take action around climate change 

Draft Regional Waste 
Management and 
Minimisation Plan 

The Enviroschools programme assists in providing education 
on waste in schools and ECE, with the outcome of reducing 
waste to landfill in schools/ECE, and educating future 
generations about waste minimisation.  
(see submission below for more detail) 

Leisure and Wellbeing Strategy 
 

● Enviroschools focuses on children and young people. 
Student empowerment is one of Enviroschools guiding 
principles.  

● The Enviroschools programme encourages nature and 
outside based play as a core part of learning, and 
encourages schools to use local community facilities.  

● Enviroschools encourages active travel to school, 
increases in bike skills, and bikes in schools. 

 

10. We encourage the Hutt City Council to consider ways of further strengthening the long term 

funding and support for the Enviroschools programme through a partnership approach to 

recognise the role of the programme in delivering core goals and outcomes of Hutt City Council. 
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This could be achieved through a long term partnership agreement spanning 6 years or more 

supported by a financial and business plan. This would provide long term job security to our 

knowledgeable and experienced, facilitators, and offer the ability to take a longer term, 

strategic approach to programme development. We would be happy to provide HCC with a long 

term business plan to support this. 

 

11. Our team works closely with many staff in Lower Hutt. Our team is committed to continuing to 

work alongside staff and councillors at Hutt City Council to ensure that our programme closely 

aligns with HCC’s vision and aims.  

 

We request the following: 

12. Hutt City Council works with Enviroschools to develop a long term partnership agreement to 

continue the delivery of the Enviroschools programme in Lower Hutt beyond 2019 for at least 6 

years.  

 

Draft Wellington Region Waste Management and Minimisation Plan 
This section sets out Enviroschools Te Upoko o Te Ika a Māui’s submission on the Draft Wellington 

Regional Waste Management and Minimisation Plan. 

 

Set more aspirational targets 

13. We support the aim of the draft plan to reduce waste to landfill to 400kg per person per year by 

2026, and realise this goal will require considerable effort and multiple actions to achieve. 

However we do not consider this target shows sufficient leadership on waste reduction. 

 

14. We urge the joint councils to adopt a braver, more ambitious target that aims for a step change 

in the way waste is generated and disposed of, and is more aligned with the goal of the plan to 

be “waste free, together”. This more ambitious target should set Wellington up to become a 

leader around zero waste in comparison to other parts of New Zealand.   

 

15. We also consider the wording of parts of the plan is cautious and takes a conservative approach. 

This includes the following: 

a. Section 3.1 of the draft plan paints a picture of a range of challenges that the region faces 

around waste management. We acknowledge these challenges. However, there are also 

opportunities that could be highlighted too, and more positive, inspirational language used 

in the plan to support the changes required. 

b. We challenge the statement made under section 3.6.4 that “Total waste and recovered 

material quantities in the Wellington region are estimated to grow slowly over the next 10 
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years in line with population and economic growth.”  We realise that this is based on a 

scenario of “no significant change in systems or drivers”. However we think this plan should 

set out a number of possible scenarios into the future instead of using only a business as 

usual scenario of demand. This could include modelling strong approaches taken in other 

countries around zero waste. 

 

16. Section 3.6.1 outlines how we are doing as a region compared to the rest of New Zealand. This 

paints a poor picture of the Wellington region’s performance, particularly around household 

waste per capita and recycling rates at a regional level (realising there are differences across the 

region, particularly in the Wairarapa). We support the goals of the plan to address this 

performance, as we think it is critical for the Wellington region to be demonstrating strong 

leadership around household waste, recycling, and organic waste. We urge the joint councils to 

take strong measures to reduce household waste, particularly to significantly reduce the waste 

to landfill that could easily be diverted. 

 

We request the following: 

17. Set a more ambitious overall target for reduction in waste to landfill that takes a step change in 

waste management that will enhance Wellington’s reputation and show leadership nationally. 

 

18. Include a number of scenarios for future waste projections based on changes in systems and 

drivers. 

 

19. Use more positive, inspirational language in the plan. 

 

20. Take strong measures to reduce household waste with the aim of being seen as a leader in this 

area nationally within the next 10 years. 

 

Contribution of Enviroschools to regional waste minimisation actions 
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21. One of the regional actions of the plan (under R.E.1, and 9.4 Regional Engagement) is “working 

together to deliver more consistent and effective forms of regional communications and 

education around waste services and minimisation, so households and communities are inspired 

and supported to play their part”. We 

support this action. 

 

 

22. The Enviroschools programme provides a critical role in supporting waste education currently to 

107 schools and early childhood education centres in the region. The 2014 census showed that 

100% of Enviroschools were taking actions around waste. Schools reach out into their 

communities through their whānau, students, teachers and others they connect with. They can 

have considerable influence over the 

behaviour of communities. Enviroschools 

provides support on zero waste to 

Enviroschools as it is one of our five key 

theme areas. This is through professional 

development, networking, sharing stories, 

resources, and other support. 

 

23. In addition, a key feature is that the 

Enviroschools programme is region-wide 

and supported by all councils in the Wellington region. Enviroschools is also a leader of the 

Wellington Regional Environmental Education Forum (WREEF). That makes the programme a 

key connector, able to operate in different local authority areas, with relationships with many 

staff in waste teams in councils, along with waste management providers.   

 

24. One of the actions in the plan (R.LM.3 and R.LM.4 under 9.7) is “Collaborating with other local 

government organisations, NGOs, and other key stakeholders on undertaking research,
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 lobbying and actions on various waste management issues such as (but not limited to) 

product stewardship, electronic waste, tyres, and plastic bags.” 

 

25. Enviroschools could contribute to this action. Enviroschools is a nationwide programme which 

has partnerships with most local authorities and other key national agencies including Ministry 

for the Environment2. Waste is a key theme area of our programme. Enviroschools often take 

action around plastic, including plastic bags. For example, in 2014 Keep Lower Hutt Beautiful 

held a reusable bag competition, and Enviroschools played a key part of making this successful.  

 

We request the following: 

26. Recognise the importance of the Enviroschools programme for contributing to regional actions 

around waste education and engagement. In particular, actions R.E.1, R.LM.3 and R.LM.4. 

 

 

Contribution of Enviroschools to local Hutt City waste minimisation actions 

27. We strongly support clause E2 on page 37 in terms of action Hutt City Council will take to 

implement the regional communications and education action. E.2: Support schools to access 

the Enviroschools programme. Continue to provide funding for the Enviroschools programme to 

local schools that agree to participate”. We commit to working with Hutt City Council to ensure 

our programme contributes towards achieving the goals and targets of the Draft Waste 

Minimisation Plan. We request that ‘early childhood centres’ is also added to this wording, as 

ECE are an important part of the community, with considerable ability to make a difference to 

waste outcomes, and to educational outcomes through a life-long learning approach. 

 

28. There are a number of other Lower Hutt actions that Enviroschools can support and connect 

with through promotion within our network, and working with schools. These include: 

a. E.9: Encourage and support household composting. (WDE1) 

b. E.11: Undertake community recycling awareness programmes. (WDT5) 

c. E.7: Deliver a comprehensive waste minimisation programme to include education, 

information, incentives, and community engagement. (WPT4) 

d. E.13: Continue World of Waste Bus Tours. (WPT6) 

 

29. We encourage the waste team at Hutt City Council to connect with our facilitators to ensure our 

work and the work of schools and centres maximises the ability to achieve these goals.  

 

We request the following: 

                                                
2
 The Toimata Foundation, the national charitable trust that oversees the Enviroschools programme nationally has six years 

funding from the Ministry for the Environment.  
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30. Note that the Enviroschools programme in the Lower Hutt can play an important role in meeting 

the goals in the Draft Waste Minimisation and Management Plan 

 

31. Retain goal E2 on page 37, and add ‘and early childhood centres’ after schools. 

 

32. That our Enviroschools facilitators meet with staff at Hutt City Council working to implement to 

Draft Waste Plan to ensure outcomes are maximised.  

 

Conclusion  
33. Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the Draft 2017/18 Annual Plan for 

Lower Hutt City and the Draft Wellington Regional Waste Management and Minimisation Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dana Carter 

Regional Co-ordinator,  

Enviroschools Te Upoko o Te Ika a Māui 
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