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Regional Possum and Predator Control Programme

What is the RPPCP?

The Regional Possum and Predator Control
Programme (RPPCP) is a Greater Wellington
Regional Council (GWRC) led pest control initiative.
The programme began in 2011 to continue possum
control in the parts of the region that were no
longer receiving control under the bovine
tuberculosis (TB) control programme. The RPPCP
now also includes areas which have never been part
of the TB control programme.

Why are possums a probiem?

Possums are a serious threat to our native forests
and economy. Possums consume large amounts of
native vegetation and predate on the eggs and
young of native birds. Possums also do considerable
damage to agricultural crops and residential gardens
and can carry bovine tuberculosis.

How are the possums controlled?

The majority of control work is undertaken with
brodifacoum poison in bait stations. These
permanently installed bait stations are serviced at
regular intervals. The service schedule is determined
by the possum population, time of the year and the
possum habitat in the area. Monitoring of possums
is undertaken to assess how successful the
programme is and to help with planning for future
control work.

Brodifacoum cereal pellets

What about other predators?

The RPPCP is currently focused on controlling
possums and maintaining their numbers at low
levels. The brodifacoum baits will also kill any rats
that feed from the bait station.

Successful predator control requires targeted
control using different traps and methods. The
RPPCP will consider controlling other predators,
such as stoats and ferrets, once the possum control
programme is established throughout the region.
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Why should | allow the programme on
my property?

The negative impacts of possums are now well
recognised. Permanent ongoing possum control
allows vegetation and wildlife to recover and many
landowners report a considerable increase in native
birdlife following possum control.

Regular ongoing control also reduces the number of
possum carcasses and amount of toxin required to
keep possums at low levels.

Occasional night shooting or trapping will not
reduce possums to a level that allows native birds
and vegetation to recover.

Native tui in a private garden

What if | don’t want to be part of the
programme?

The RPPCP is a voluntary programme and every
eligible landowner has the choice not to take part.
Not taking part not only impacts your property but
also has consequences for your neighbours and
wider area.

Any property not in the control programme leaves a
population of possums that reinvades the
surrounding properties and has the potential to
jeopardise the success of the whole control
programme.

What do | need to do? =~

The RPPCP is being expanded through the
Wellington region as funding allows. Greater
Wellington Regional Council staff will contact
eligible property owners seeking permission to
undertake control as part of the RPPCP. No control
will be undertaken without landowner permission.

The Regional Possum and Predator Control
Programme is an important initiative for the
economy and environment of our rural
communities. It is an opportunity to protect your
property and help the return of native birds and
vegetation in the Wellington region.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE REGIONAL POSSUM AND PREDATOR CONTROL PROGRAMME CONTAC

THE BIOWORKS OFFICE.

Masterton
PO Box 41
Masterton 5840
T 06826 1520

www.gw.govt.nz

August 2015

www.gw.govt.nz
info@gw.govt.nz
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Possum and rat control using brodifacoum poison

Why is brodifacoum used for
possum and rat control?

Brodifacoum is a highly effective possum
and rat toxin. It can be used:

e to effectively control rats and possums at
the same time

s to reduce moderate possum and rat
numbers to very low levels

o for private landowners to take
responsibility for possum and rat control
on their land.

Brodifacoum bait is very unlikely to cause
bait shyness as the target animals rarely
associate poisoning symptoms with eating
the bait. This is due to the time lag between
cating a lethal dose and the onset of
symptoms (usually several days).

How is brodifacoum used?

Brodifacoum is only registered for use in bait
stations which can be placed out of reach to
non-target animals.

For control on farmland or lifestyle blocks
bait stations can be placed in bush areas and
shelterbelts. Stations should be placed
approximately 100-150 metres apart. For
smaller sections one bait station in the garden
should be sufficient for rodent and possum
control.

Bait stations hold up to 2 kg of brodifacoum
pellets. Bait stations are refilled at intervals

of two weeks up to three months, depending
on the level of possum or rat activity.

Brodifacoum can be purchased from Greater
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) or
farm supply stores without a poison licence.

Most people know brodifacoum by the brand
names of Pestoff or Talon.

When using brodifacoum remember -

o bait stations must be installed out of reach of children, pets and
stock

e warning signs must be erected at all main access points where
brodifacoum bait stations are placed.

Pestoff brodifacoum cereal baits

Risks to humans

The poison poses a low risk when used correctly. Brodifacoum is an
anti-coagulant chemical that if taken inhibits the clotting ability of
blood. A lethal dose for humans is estimated to be about 15mg of pure
brodifacoum per kg of bodyweight (National Pest Control Agencies,
2011). This equates to approximately 50kg of bait for an adult or 5kg
of bait for a toddler (several full bait stations worth).

Typical symptoms of brodifacoum poisoning include:

s  bleeding gums and excessive bleeding from minor cuts
o increased tendency to bruising
e blood in urine and faeces

Further information on brodifacoum poisoning can be
obtained from the National Poisons Centre 03 4797227

In an emergency dial 0800 764 766

10/2015
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Risks to dogs

When used correctly brodifacoum poison
poses a low risk to dogs. Dogs can suffer
brodifacoum poisoning if they:

e cat the bait directly from bait stations
(more than 250g)

e scavenge several possum carcasses
containing brodifacoum

In areas controlled with brodifacoum keep
dogs under strict control and prevent them
from scavenging dead animals.

Cats are not attracted to the cereal pellets.

Treatment

If your dog eats poison or a poisoned
carcass induce vomiting with washing
soda crystals. If a pet displays the
following poisoning symptoms take it to
the nearest veterinary clinic -

+ bleeding gums

+ blood in urine and faeces
e depression

e vomiting.

Poisoned animals can be given Vitamin
K1, an effective antidote. This may need
to be administered for several weeks.

Do not rely on treatment.
Prevention is the only sure way of
protecting animals and pets from
poisoning.

Risk to livestock

Bait stations must be placed in locations
which cannot be accessed by livestock.

Livestock exposed to brodifacoum should
not be sent to slaughter, sold or eaten.

Research has shown that anticoagulant toxins

stay in the body for many months, if not
years. It is an offence to send animals for
slaughter that contain chemical residues
above prescribed limits. In the case of
poisons any detectable residue is considered
a violation. If you decide to send
contaminated livestock to the meatworks,
you must contact the Ministry of Primary

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Greater Wi

The Reg

Industries veterinarian at the processing plant before freighting the
animals.

If dairy cattle become exposed to brodifacoum, immediately notify the
dairy supply company. If deaths occur in sheep or cattle, the entire
flock or herd should be withheld for nine months.

Please notify GWRC if you suspect livestock has been exposed to
poison baits. GWRC may have to notify the Medical Officer of
Health.

Risks when harvesting feral game

Wild animals cannot be hunted commercially for consumption in
areas where poisons have been laid (including in the buffer zones)
until the specified caution period has elapsed. The buffer zones for
brodifacoum are:

* within 5 km of the poisoning area for pigs

» within 2 km of the poisoning area for other large species such as
deer.

A certified supplier cannot supply carcases taken from a brodifacoum
operational area (including the buffer zone) within three years of the
poisoning terminating. These precautions are also recommended
for recreational hunters.

Environmental effects

Brodifacoum is not soluble in water and binds strongly to soils —
making it almost immobile. It will degrade slowly in soils under
aerobic or flooded conditions and plants do not absorb it.

Research shows that brodifacoum can remain in animal livers and may
present a danger to other species through both secondary and tertiary
poisoning. The half-life of brodifacoum in possum livers is about 36
weeks.

Baits are only used in bait stations, so it is unlikely brodifacoum will
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Possum control using Cholecalciferol - Vitamin D3
poison (Decal, No Possums Gel and Feracol)

toxicity to birds, and is of low secondary poisoning

How is Cholecalciferol used? risk. It is non-persistent in livestock.

Greater Wellington uses three forms of cholecalciferol poison
for possum control; trade names — Decal, No Possums Gel and
Feracol.

Decal is in a cereal pellet form dyed green. The pellets are
cither placed loose inside a bait station and/or packaged into
plastic bags weighing 30grams placed inside a bait station. All
bait and bait stations are attached to trees, out of the reach of
domestic and farm animals. Bait weighing 30g is one lethal
dose for a possum.

Decal bait bag 30g and Decal pellets loose

Feracol is a peanut based paste bait dyed blue/green. Feracol
Defender is 100g of bait packaged into a cardboard bait
station. Feracol Strikers are 18g of Feracol packaged into a
potato starch bait station. Feracol Defenders and Strikers are
attached to trees.

No Possums Gel is a long life gel bait, dyed green, packaged
in a margarine type pottle designed to go in the No Possums
Gel bait station, which can hold up to 500g of bait.

To minimise the risk of people eating the baits accidentally,
bait stations, plastic bags, Strikers and Defenders are labelled
with a danger warning.

Cholecalciferol poison breaks down on contact with soil, light
and heat and is virtually insoluble in water. It has a low Kiwicare No Possums gel bait in bait station

10/2015
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Precautions

e Do not handle bait, bait stations, or bait bags
¢ Do not handle dead possums or rats
e Keep dogs on alead at all times

¢ Do not allow dogs to scavenge animal carcasses

Warning signs will be erected at all main access points where
cholecalciferol bait stations are placed.

Danger to humans

Cholecalciferol, as with any toxic material must be handled
with care. An excessive amount of cholecalciferol is hazardous
though it is less toxic to humans than many other poisons used
for possum control.

Children should be kept away from areas where
cholecalciferol is used.

Further information can be obtained from the National Poisons
Centre, phone 03 479 7248, or in an emergency, 03 474 7000
or 0800 764 766.

Danger to dogs and cats

Cholecalciferol poison is toxic to dogs and cats. They are
susceptible to poisoning from eating baits directly. Dogs and
cats are less susceptible to poisoning from eating poisoned
carcasses as the dying possum breaks down the poison.
However, poisoned carcasses still pose a risk if a dog eats
several carcasses.

The smaller the dog, the less bait or possums it would need to
eal to be poisoned. A lethal dose for a dog is 40-80mg per kg.
This would mean a 5kg fox terrier would have to eat 25g of
cholecalciferol bait, which is one-bait bag or one and a half
strikers. The lethal dose for a 25kg huntaway is 125g of bait,
meaning it would have to eat just four bait bags or seven
strikers.

Well-fed domestic cats are unlikely to scavenge dead possums
or rats or eat the bait directly.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Greater Wellington Bios: Wellington Biosecurity
Pest animals imals
P O Box 40847

Pest.animals@gw.co.nz

Upper Hutt 5140

T 045265327
04

W www.gw.govtnz

Poisoning symptoms

e Loss of appetite
e Weakness, nausea, vomiting
e Diarrhoea

e Increased thirst and frequent urinating

Treatment

If you suspect a dog has eaten poison or dead
animals, give it an emetic immediately (this will
cause the dog to vomit). This is not an antidote.
Take the animal to a vet immediately. A vet can
administer a special treatment to counter the
poisoning action.

Emetic

Place a lem block of washing soda (sodium
carbonate) down the back of the dog’s throat.
Allow 10 minutes after administering the washing
soda for the dog to vomit.

Further doses may be given if the first dose is not
effective. A repeat dose will not be harmful.

Washing soda (sodium carbonate) is available from
most supermarkets and grocery stores in the
washing powder aisle.

Why do we use Cholecalciferol?

Cholecalciferol in high doses acts by elevating
blood calcium levels, causing heart failure.
Possums and rodents have a low tolerance to
calcium, which makes them particularly sensitive
to this type of toxin.

Cholecalciferol 0.8% (8g per kg) or Vitamin D3
occurs naturally in sources such as fortified milk,
fish liver oils, butter, egg yolk and liver.

Animals poisoned with cholecalciferol show loss of
appetite, reduced body weight and elevated

calcium concentrations in blood and tissue.
Possums die in four to seven days.

Cholecalciferol was developed in the USA as a
rodenticide in the 1980s.

Greater Wellington is the promotional
Vellington Regional
Council

Publication date June 2
Publication No. G
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Makara Rural Community Plan

Executive Summary

The Plan

This plan was developed over middle to late 2001 and is about Makara - its environment, its
people and its future. It seeks to span the areas in which the Wellington City Council and the
Makara community interact in relation to service delivery, environmental management and the
manner in which the community is involved in decisions directly affecting its members and the
Makara environment. It is a non-statutory document, which means that it is guiding only and
does not override legislation or other statutory documents of the Wellington City Council such
as its Annual Plan or District Plan.

The Area

The Makara Rural Community Plan covers the rural land west of the Karori Stream and Te
Wharangi Ridge up to Takarau Gorge. It includes the settlements of Makara Village and Makara
Beach, as well as the largest landholding in Wellington, Terawhiti Station.

Significant Issues

Protection of the unique character and rural amenity of Makara was the number one issue
identified by the community. The exact nature of this character and amenity was widely
discussed, debated and passionately argued in the preparation of this document. The outcome
has been to make the maintenance and enhancement of Makara’s rural amenity the overriding
objective for the area in this community plan.

Related to the issue of amenity, the management of non-rural activities was another much
debated aspect in the evolution of this plan and it was clear that the overwhelming majority of
the community wishes to see a distinction retained between rural and non-rural activities.
Linked to this response was a high level of support for the current District Plan provisions.

Traffic safety and roading and the scope of further subdivision were less debated issues but
still featured in consultation responses. Support for a reduction in speed limits and safety
improvements on roads throughout Makara was widespread. Most within the Community
appear to favour either no further subdivision in the area or a restricted approach, similar to
the current situation.

Key Proposals

= In terms of projects, future annual plan funding could be directed toward roading safety
improvements, a gateway project for the Makara Saddle and possibly enhancement of the
role of the Makara Café as a community facility, including a playground. The Makara/Ohariu
Community Board can identify priorities and seek funding for these and other projects
through the Council's Annual Plan process

= In terms of environmental management, most of the community indicated confidence in the
current District Plan provisions

* From community feedback, the most significant effects to be avoided, remedied or mitigated
in Makara appear to be loss of rural amenity, management of streams, coastal waters and
groundwater, conflicts between road users and unsafe roads and inappropriate development
on ridgelines.

= Retain the current District Plan distinction between rural and non-rural activities

fment 1
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1. Introduction

Welcome to the first rural community plan for Makara

This plan is about capturing and putting down in writing community aspirations for Makara. The exercise originated with a review of the
objectives, policies and rules guiding the management of Wellington’s rural environment through the District Plan. However, it developed
into a much more holistic look at all of the ways in which the community and Wellington City council interacts around issues within and
affecting Makara. The plan is therefore the beginning of an ongoing process to ensure this community is well represented and understood
in decision-making processes. It is not a statutory document but has a key role in assisting the Community and the Community Board to
lobby for changes to service delivery, the funding of projects through the annual plan, or request changes be made to other Council
documents such as the District Plan.

The Makara Rural Community Plan covers the rural land west of the Karori Stream and Te Wharangi Ridge up to Takarau Gorge where it
adjoins the area covered by the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan. It includes the settlements of Makara Village and Makara Beach, as
well as the largest landholding in Wellington, Terawhiti Station (see Map in Section 2).

The ideas and proposals in this document were produced through extensive consultation over the middle of 2001, and prior to that
through two written surveys in 2000. While the process has not been without its challenging moments, the Makara/Ohariu Community
Board recognises the investment that members of the Makara community have made to ensure this is their plan. The high level of
participation demonstrated a passion amongst residents for Makara. The Board would like to thank everyone, including the principal and
students at Makara Model School, for their input. It encourages people to remain involved in issues affecting the area.

Of course not every individual will agree with every statement of recommended action, and there will be those who would argue just as
passionately for methods that have been omitted. Consensus has not been possible on all issues. That is to be expected, in a community
with diverse and often strongly held views. The Community Plan does nat seek to present one strongly unified view on all issues, but
rather reflects the diversity of opinions presented throughout the process. Still, it is quite clear where there are commonly held views and
in the case of Makara this lies principally in a strong community seeking to retain Makara’s unique character.

The definition of ‘community’ was also a matter that was raised in the development of this plan. Most residents within Makara do not
regard Meridian Energy, a large landowner in the area, as part of their community. This is problematic for the Council as, in regard to
resource management processes, Meridian Energy would have standing as a landowner within this community. Therefore, it should be
clearly recognised that the content of this plan does not represent the view of Meridian Energy.
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How did this plan come about?

Community input

Community Board and Council response

Provided views on visions for the rural area and the future of subdivision
(Questionnaire in early 2000)

Formulated ‘Rural Area Objectives’ to capture the community’s visions and establish
the Community Plan process (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley and Horokiwi)

Commented on ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and the Community Plan process
{Discussion paper and questionnaire in October 2000)

Adopted revised set of ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and Community Plan process and
timetable (January 2001)

Attended “Makara community planning day” providing local responses to
the ‘Rural Area Objectives’ ( 9 June 2001)

Local Resident Workshops were held:
Rural Makara (25 June 2001)
Makara Beach (25 June 2001)
Makara Village (27 June 2001)

Summarised local community response to ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and explored ideas
for local projects and subdivision and land use management

Formulated draft Makara Rural Community Plan and released it for discussion (August
2001)

gggmented on draft Makara Rural Community Plan (August/September
1)

Considered the submissions and a revised Makara Plan — Makara,/Ohariu Community
Board decided plan did not accurately reflect community feeling and recommended
the Council not adopt it (20 September 2001). Council Committee decided to let plan
lie rather than adopt plan in its current form (26 September 2001).

After further thought and examination of the submissions the Board asked for the plan
to be revised in accordance with the community response and brought back to them
as a draft for further consideration (October 2001)

Local Body Elections 13 October 2001 — New Community Board and Council Elected

A revised Community Plan prepared

November/December 2001 - New Makara/Ohariu Community Board considered the
revised community plan, made amendments and resolved to recommend to the
Council that it adopt the community plan

The Council formally adopted the community plan on 20 February 2002

Community members can continue to discuss local issues, service delivery
and lobby for special projects with members of the Makara/Ohariu
Community Board and Councillors

Implementation of the community plan through the annual plan process, asset
management plans and the district plan

The Makara community is updated on progress in implementing its plan
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2. The Area - Makara

Makara Rural Community Plan Area
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3. The Objectives for Makara

The following objectives reflect the Makara community's response to 15 rural area objectives approved by the Council® to guide
Icons(;julta;t!\ion ondrurlal area issues in four communities (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley and Horokiwi). The original 15 objectives are
isted in Appendix 1.

The feedback from the Makara community, and agreed by the Community Board, was that the original Objective 2 relating to character
and amenity, should be made the overriding and principle objective for Makara. Also, the original Objective 13 has been deleted from the
Makara Plan. Apart from Objective 1, all of the other objectives have equal weighting.

The objectives for Makara are:

1. TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR PEOPLE LIVING,
WORKING AND VISITING MAKARA (Primary Objective)

2. To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Makara through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of this Community Plan

3. To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and
accommodate growth

4. To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within Makara

5. To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of Makara's roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural
living and land use activities

6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

! Adopted at a joint meeting of the Council’s City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.

11
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and
regenerating bush

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between
the Council and those living and working in the rural area

To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting Makara

To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues
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4. The Community: Past, Present and Future

The Makara area has a long and rich history of pre-European Maori associations, both for settlement and as an important transportation
route between the South Island and within the Wellington area and beyond. The strategic importance of the coastline and the visibility from
certain lookout points were of key importance for the safe and efficient movement of groups and individuals. The area is on the old
greenstone route and its coastal features still have significance for their navigational role from off shore.

The areas of Maori settlement, food gathering and burial sites are very similar to those eventually chosen by the European settlers.

Widespread clearance of vegetation and the establishment of sheep and dairy farming set the scene for the subsequent years of European
settlement. For a long time, the Makara area supplied Wellington with all of its milk requirements. Gold mining, strategic military
development and the establishment of the radio station on Quartz Hill feature in the history of the area.

Census data helps in building a demographic picture of the present resident community of Makara. Whilst the community is not particularly
diverse demographically speaking, there is diversity in the range of values and life experiences. There is also wide occupational diversity —
some farming activities are still carried out in Makara, whilst a number of residents have other professions requiring them to work in
Wellington City or elsewhere.

Makara's natural and cultural environment has been integral to the way in which each generation has viewed themselves and functioned as
a community. The present generation clearly appreciates the degree to which much of the Makara area remains ‘open’ and free of
‘development’, a distinctly rural area which provides a marked contrast to the city over the hill.

It is hoped that this plan, by encouraging community involvement in the sustainable management of the resources of Makara, will help to
ensure that future communities will be able to enjoy and value the environment provided by Makara as much as present residents do.
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5. The Community Plan

5.1EXPLANATION

Listed below is each of the Rural Area Objectives that have been agreed by the Council, and modified by the Makara Community, to guide
the development of Makara's Rural Community Plan. Under each objective is a summary of the community's interpretation and response
to the objective as it relates to Makara. This response has been integral to the identification of the significant issues facing Makara, and
the choice of methods to address these issues. Whilst there are a range of methods available, some will work better than others,
depending on the issue, and different methods might be applied at different times. The range of possible tools from which the methods
under each objective have been chosen are:

Community projects Projects or actions that have resulted from members of the community deciding to take action
independent of any external person or organisation

New Community Board/City Projects that the Board/Council advocate and there is budget available in the current/proposed
Council projects Annual Plan

The way in which City Council | Existing service provision or proposed changes address the issue of concern
services are provided

The way in which other Other organisations that provide facilities or services to the community are lobbied or encouraged

services are provided to the to provide/improve services

community

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council takes an active non-regulatory role in providing advice, advocating

education initiatives by the good practice (eg land management, riparian planting) and facilitating activities which support and

Community Board and the City | enhance the Community itself and the environment of the area

Council

District Plan Provisions Objectives, policies and rules are retained, changed or introduced into the district plan to address
the significant issues raised through the Rural Community Plan process

Individual Responsibility Individuals through their actions take responsibility for addressing the significant issues

Other In some situations, there may be a specific method to address a particular problem or issue
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Sea-weed from the beach Jessie's Leaf Dan’s Truck

* | chase a piece of kelp
from Makara beach
because | live ot the
beach, 11 has an
unusunl shape,
differont from other
sea-weed 've enten it
before just 10 see what
it tastes like

Nicky My Ribbon and Horses
Hair

* | chose a nhbon and
hair from my hoose as
my special thing from
Makara. | ride a kol »
e werkends. The
hair & from my horses
tail. I1"s curly and |
like the smeil. | won
the nbbon doing o
Jumping round.

Matt Motor-bike Handlebars

+ | do a kit of mosor cross
but | don't use these
ones now because 1 Iell
Off my bike and bent
them, | came off on 2
jump and landed
sidcways then |
bounced back up into
the air and came down
on my froet wheel. |
didin’t burt myself
much

» This is leaf off a plam
called an Acura, It s
funny shape hecawse it
hass o pointy top and
spaky sides. My dad
plantad it in the
backyard two years
a0 and now ity really
big

Ivan My Mountain-bike

* | chose my push-bike

as my spocial thing
because it s the colour
of my motor-bike. It
hiss. froet shocks,a new
scat and is g right
height. | get o ride it
1o school

Hannah A Toadstool

| chase a woadsiool
because there are lots
of thern i our
paddock. They snell
like munhroons. s
colour is orange. Me
and my brother play
syuash the wadssooks

* Last year my Pop
made me a wooden
truck. He wied mails
aoxd PV A glue wo por
W together, | play with
it at home and o
school. 1 stick dirt in
the trailer

Michelle Pine Needles

¢ They havea
disgusting smell with
& pointy end. They can
be good for steting
the fire. They are full
of sap. They don™1 fall
off in the Winter ar
sutsmn. We have lots
of them.

Sonny A Pinecone

* | chose a pmecone as
my special thing from
Makam becase it's
oo for buming on
The fire and Ihey smell
ke pine from the pine
Irees. The soeds Gl of
and they replant
themselves
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5.2 MAKARA’S RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY

Primary Objective
TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR PEOPLE
LIVING, WORKING AND VISITING MAKARA

Makara Community Response: The response from members of the Makara community during consultation resulted in overwhelming
feedback on the retention and enhancement of Makara’s distinct rural character and amenity. This feedback led to this objective becoming
the primary objective for the Makara community. The most fantastic thing was that, during consultation over mid-2001, people were
able to describe what these words meant to them and therefore paint a picture of the uniqueness of Makara. This has become a great

resource for this plan. Some of the comments include:

hA
Home, rural, open space, quiet, good
community

Quiet and The ridges — sense of place
peaceful The gorse plus bush -
atmosphere personality It has a
The roughness — natural, ~sense of
unaffected isolation in
Rural heartland The sea — rugged plus refreshing | | contrast to
to Wellington The views from hill/road - the city
City escane.
Makara = ,
countryside MAKARA'S RURAL CHARACTER,
(quiet - AMENITY AND IDENTITY
peaceful- little
road traffic)
Mat&r% Beach
= Windswept i
pebble beach. Open space, lack e
of [t)eo?cle and [t has the unique
structures

position of being
a purely rural

area so close to

a city

It is rural and

recreational

The ruggedly
beautiful coast, with
coastal views and
vistas

Farming/lifestyle community —
heading more towards lifestyle

now.

Rural, bush, sea,
horses, ruggedness,
escape

Rural atmosphere, peaceful outlook and
views, unspoilt hills and ridgelines. A
nice rural area but close to town that

should be valued highly!
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A voluntary survey was undertaken at the Makara Community Open Day on 9 June 2001 which attempted to draw out the quintessential
things about Makara that set it apart from other rural areas. These were the responses:

Question

Response

Can you describe
Makara's boundaries?

The Makara hill, The gorge road. To the coast

The rural area between Karori and Ohariu Valley

The hills { small-scale boundaries)
The sea (larger boundary)

Makara saddle ( at top of road from Karori) westward to the sea, north till get through the garage and south through Terawhiti

The Makara area includes Terawhiti and Kinooll station and extends from — Smith Bay — Takarau gorge — Makara/Wilton skyline south
between Clayton-bray land/ Watson land to coast and all between — A fantastic pristine rural area - leave it perfect!

Makara hilltop to the beach

Top of Makara hill, to beach, including Tararau Gorge

Top of Makara hill on Karori's side across to coastline — up to pylon line to Makara beach and end of Takarau Gorge

The sea, Takarau Gorge (the part that used to be unsealed), near the bottom of the Makara hill

We would describe thermn as Makara beach to Karori stream estuary

What first comes to mind,
and what symbolises the
word ‘Makara' for you?

Farming/lifestyle community — heading mare towards lifestyle now.

Rural quiet peaceful haven

Rural, bush, sea, horses, ruggedness, escape

Home; rural; open space; quiet; good community

Coast, Makara Beach

Rural heartland to Wellington City. Wellington's sunshine coast. Fishing/ Golf/ Tramping/ Fun

Depressed

Quiet, peaceful, rural.

Rural, peaceful atmosphere

Peaceful countryside

Isolation and rural views as a complete contrast to city

Makara = countryside (quiet — peaceful- lttle raod traffic)
Makara Beach = Windswept pebble beach.

Imagine the Makara’
came to life as a person.
Describe the person
(physical characteristics,
lifestyle, personality,
what's important to them,
etc).

Independent, hardy, resistant to change

Pretty laid back

Rural. Important to respect the land and sea. Self-sufficiency. Tough and able to stand up for itself. Fresh, unfancy. Open to all comers
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but only if they show respect and don't try to impose. Sense of history.

Freedom; friendly

Likes nature, loves the elements, likes space, loves the sea, wants peaple to live sustainable in their environment. Doesn't think people’s
needs have precedence over the needs of the land and sea/water — the health of all is intertwined. Great for sense of humour. Loves the
sound of native boarding and the sound of wind through native forest.

The rural aspects are important to “Mak”. “Mak” likes the hills as they are — the streams winding through tight gorges and open farm land
- the coastal cliffs and boulder beaches - the mile upon mile of clean ridgelines.
What other capital city in the world has these attributes? Lets keep them.

Poor — not well cared for — Simple — negative — To maintain Makara as it was 100 years ago (negative)

Laid back, easy —going.

Non showy, practical, helpful someone who wants to enhance the land around them in a natural way. A good neighbour.

Rustic, a little rough around the edges but a heart of gold

Crusty, wise, practical, pragmatic, aloof, but socially conscious/responsible, in touch with reality of the city.

What does Makara sound
like?

Soothing

The sea/the wind

Quiet

Wind and sea, oyster catchers, seagulls, kotare (kingfisher)

The babble of stream, the wind in the trees, the contented bleat of a sheep the wave wash on a gravel beach.
The odd chain saw, people laughing together. Nothing industrial.

Poor country cousin to Ohariu

Birds, animals, sound of stream running through the valley

Tui's, quietness, nature sounds

Quiet so intense it hurts your ears or animal sounds, tui, sheep, horses ducks. Rippling stream.

A valley with character

What does Makara smell
and taste like?

The sea and farming

A good roast dinner with a little bit of spice

The sea, the soil, water, freshness, like good compost!

Grassy; fresh

Seaweed, seals ( in winter)

Salt/ seaweed/ red wine/ wool/ cattle, freshly mowed grass. Clean on the palate with a lingering aftertaste.

People with negative attitudes toward development and keeping abreast of time — A few people make big noises.

Horses, sheep, fresh grass

Comfortable

Horse feed, leather, and horse sweat and poo! Grass.

What physical features of
Makara do you value the
most and why?

The hills and lack of people, the space.

The mixture of landscape

The ridges — sense of place
The gorse plus bush — personality
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The roughness — natural, unaffected
The sea - rugged plus refreshing
The views from hill/road — escape.

Rugged; Not many people except at weekends

The coastal escarpments, the beach, the views from the tops of the hill. Must admit | spend a lot of time looking out to sea as a lot of
the hinterland is grassy/ scrubby and calling out for revegetation in native forest,

The clean clear uncluttered hills. The unspoilt beaches and coast — no roads ( as to Pencarrow and Red Rocks)
There are so few such places left like this close to a major city — we must protect these elements from any development that would
erode or lose them to the people.

Countryside — Rivers- Proximity to the city

Rural atmosphere, peaceful outlook and views, unspoilt hills and ridgelines. A nice rural area but close to town that should be valued
highly!

Uniqueness of the rural aspects so close to a city.

The stream - so peaceful to watch the ducks on it. The view from British Peak. The look of the village/valley as you get to the bottom of
the hill.

Country — wild country — lack of farms and noise.

The rural landscape — pastoral land - hillsides - ridgetops — streams — few houses etc.

It is real countryside - the only real countryside with Wellington city boundaries easily accessible to all Wellingtonian's.

In what other capital city can one be in complete countryside from the city centre in about 10 minutes? Keep it that way for the future
generations.

It was suggested in one earlier version of this plan that the way of managing change in Makara was to remove the distinction between
rural and non-rural activities and rely on environmental standards through District plan rules. This suggestion was overwhelmingly rejected
by submitters in favour of the retention of the rural/non-rural distinction. One submitter wrote:

“This revised plan provides too many loopholes for industrial concerns, housing projects and the like to take hold in the
area, and once in place there would be no turning back from these encroachments on what is at present a peaceful
place to be enjoyed by all Wellingtonians”

Clearly, Makara's rural character and amenity in the eyes of residents relies upon a firm and wellunderstood basis for ensuring ‘rural’
activities are given priority over other activities.

Through submissions and discussions with Community Board members, most people felt that the way to maintain and enhance Makara's
rural character, amenity and identity was to manage population growth, land use activities and traffic growth in a similar way to the current
regime. The present controls in the District Plan requiring most new developments to be vetted through a resource consent process were
considered necessary to give the community some assurance about the nature of future change, and its potential impact on Makara's
rural character and amenity.

In terms of additional projects to enhance Makara, beautification of the Makara Saddle area, including a welcome to Makara sign (or
similar) has been suggested by residents. This could be developed in a number of ways. Other projects mentioned were regrading of the
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carpark at Makara Beach, the possibility of a children’s playground next to the café at the beach and enhancement of historic features at
the village. All of these projects would require funds which could be sought from the City Council by the Community Board.

: Significant Issues Identified

~ » The maintenance of the open character and low density rural living nature of Makara could be undermined through too much residential
development and the introduction of ‘non-rural’ activities

- » Safety improvements to the roads are needed but not to the extent that the roading takes on an urban form and character

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council can be very influential in encouraging existing and future landowners to

education initiatives by the respect Makara's character and amenity in any new development or land use change.

Community Board and the City

Council In the future, non-statutory design guidelines may assist in disseminating ideas about how new developments
should be designed to be sympathetic to the Makara environment

District Plan Provisions Overall, the current District Plan provisions are supported. However, if there are to be any future changes to

the District Plan, the distinction between rural and non-rural activities should be retained.

‘Non-rural’ activities in sensitive areas such as on ridgelines and hilltops should continue to require a
resource consent as a discretionary activity so that the potential adverse effects can be thoroughly
considered. Ideally, special recognition is sought for many of the ridgetop and hilltop features within Makara

through the District Plan.
Individual Responsibility Landowners should consult with each other when they know they may do something that will have an impact
on another’'s amenity or the wider character and amenity of the Makara area.
New Community Board/ City The Community Board will lobby for funding for projects such as improvements to the Makara Saddle,
Council Projects including signs and planting

The Community Board will also facilitate and lobby where necessary for other projects to be undertaken
within Makara that support and enhance its character
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5.3MAKARA COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE TO THE OTHER RURAL AREA

OBJECTIVES

Objective 2
To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of

Wellington's rural areas through the Makara/Ohariu Community Board, residents groups,

and through the development of rural community plans

Makara Community Response: Makara residents and landowners are passionate about their area and have been very involved in the
development of this community plan. Particular comments in response to the following question asked at the community open day (9 June
2001 )are listed below:

How can the Council encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington's rural areas?

Consult the Locals

More consultation and questionnaires

Accessible meetings

More “clinics” like this

Make meetings accessible

Schedule Community Board meetings at night — difficult to get time off work to attend daytime meeting

At present Community Board operates almost in isolation from the community it represents

Today is a good example of good consultation — Thanks to “Makara Mag” for alerting me

More of these open forums

Keep the community informed — the Makara/Ohariu community Board should have 3 members from Ohariu, 3 members from Makara,/South
Karori: Meetings should be in the evenings so that more of us are able to attend. The chairperson should be the person gaining the highest
number of votes, or a special vote for chairperson. A notice board at Makara for results of board meetings and a copy of each meeting agenda
Makara receives none of the free newspapers — Contact/Western news. It would help if we were given more information and these newspapers
could be used to foster involvement.
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Other feedback around this objective has been that individuals and groups wish to, and expect to, be involved in decision-making. The
large investment made by members of the community in the development of this community plan demonstrates a high level of interest and
concern that it is local people that have control over the future of the area.

There is not unanimity, even though the community is close. Therefore, community involvement in decision-making requires the balancing
of needs, desires and wants, and some degree of healthy debate. Respect for others’ points of view has been generally present. The
representation of Makara residents has been a theme raised in consultation and some Makara residents are interested in either a separate
residents group to the Community Board or greater representation on the Board.

Members of the community have indicated that the communication of Community Board meetings and minutes could be improved.

: Significant Issues Identified

-« Participating in decision-making processes that affect Makara or parts of it can be difficult due to lack of communication and inability to attend
N day time Community Board meetings

-« Knowledge about the Community Board and its role is sometimes deficient or misunderstood

.« Representation inequalities between Makara and Ohariu and different issues/agendas are seen as obstacles to the community Board effectively
- representing the people of Makara

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council will use opportunities to be advocates/facilitators of community decision-
education initiatives by the making in Makara

Community Board and the City

Council The possibility of holding Community Board meetings in the evenings could be investigated as a way of

making community participation easier

Agendas and Minutes of Community Board Meetings could be posted in prominent public locations
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Objective 3
To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure
are able to support and accommodate growth

Makara Community Response: The issue of further subdivision obtained a large number of responses at the open day and was much
debated in the workshops held during the development of this plan. The following questions were posed at the open day:

Can the area accommodate an increased population and more dwellings? What would be the effects on the environment and local infrastructure of
an increase in the local population and number of dwellings? Are these effects acceptable?

Responses to these questions were:

No negative

Just plain no, no, no

Progressive and reasonable development is needed and inevitable unless we wish to revert to bullock track days

Yes! Especially in Makara — better utilisation of the land in a regulated manner

Yes with a decent sized area and room for self sufficient water and sewage

To a strictly limited degree — further development within the existing rules is acceptable

Selective small dwellings — non-industrial

Possibly clear main roads but sewage and water supply issues need to be addressed

Keep it small — no increase in subdivision

Yes, but not too many — minimum land size for properties — motivated people will continue to improve Makara

Housing with appropriate acreage — so that the rural aspects of valley maintained

Yes | think it can and should accommodate an increase in dwellings & population. This should perhaps be the landowner being able to subdivide to
the contour of the land ie 10/20,/30 acre blocks this will aid the school in growth community centre etc

A gradual increase in building numbers, will allow for the gradual loss in building through deterioration — but | do think, when carefully placed, so
that the rural character of the area is not adversely affected, and streams etc. can accommodate an additional home - this is acceptable.
Because this will not be rapid growth, the roading would continue to be acceptable ... and so too, the streams, etc.

No endorsement was received from the community to the suggested change to the subdivision rules in a draft version of this plan
released in August 2001 (Minimum lot size of 40ha as a controlled activity, 8ha as a discretionary activity and all other subdivisions non-
complying). After considering the feedback from both the Makara and Ohariu Valley communities, the Community Board decided to
recommend to the Council, through this plan, that the only amendment to the rules for both Makara and Ohariu Valley be to explore
options for allowing larger landowners some limited ability to subdivide.
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Thus, the interpretation of the community response to this objective overall was that, in terms of opportunities for rural living, only a slow
rate of change should be allowed to occur in Makara. Furthermore, most existing residents considered that the current system to require
notified resource consents (in most cases) for subdivision and new housing was acceptable to achieving the wider objective relating to
rural character and amenity.

Particular areas of concern mentioned by the community regarding any future development were that water and sewage should be
managed adequately on-site and that traffic safety on the roads was monitored and improved.

Significant Issues Identified
~« Without insisting that the present low density rural living character of Makara is retained, and that a high level of control is kept over new
. residential development, the special character and amenity of the area could be lost
« Existing residents do not favour directing the demand for rural living opportunities to the existing settlements of Makara Village and Makara Beach
- and a large number prefer to only see a very small and gradual increase in new households overall

Proposed Methods:

District Plan Provisions In general, the Community Board and the Makara Community support the current objectives, policies and
rules relating to rural subdivision. The only change recommended by the Community Board is to introduce a
provision to allow farmers/larger landowners the ability to undertake a very limited level of subdivision
without necessarily having to go through a notified resource consent process. The Board has requested
that options for working through this new provision should be brought back to the community for comment
before a plan change is drafted

Rural Area Objective 4
To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the
rural area

Makara Community Response: Roading and traffic safety was one of the key issues raised by Makara residents. There have been
problems with speed and dangerous driving throughout the area and, in particular, the occurrence of irresponsible driving at Makara
Beach. The community considers that the speed limit of 100 kph is too high for much of the area, given the narrowness of much of the
roading. However, there was also a strong desire to maintain the rural character that the roads help support, rather than see the roads
upgraded to urban standards. These questions were asked at the open day to establish how people felt about the Makara roading
network:
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Are there any safety issues on the rural roads that need to be addressed? How can access to the area be made more efficient, convenient and safe?

People responded as follows:

Fence lines should be taken back to the road reserve boundary so that cyclists, pedestrians and horses can safely use the road reserve land and
be separated from the vehicle traffic

‘Quiet Roads’ (done in England) should be created — 50km speed limit and other controls to support quiet/safe rural road

Reduce speed through Makara Village — is a populated area and school and pony club.

Current limit is still too high. Open road limit past village to the beach is patently stupid and dangerous as the road is both narrow and windy - a
fatal accident is just waiting to happen

Roading standards are currently predicated on average usage. Use of Makara Rd. varies significantly between weekdays and weekends. Weekend
usage is significantly higher and is complicated by numbers of cyclists and runners who use the hill for training. A full usage survey should be
done, in the summer, to determine whether the road is safe for the larger numbers using the road

Present roads are OK for this rural area. Wider roads will only encourage higher speeds

present speed limits should be reduced

Present roading is adequate - any upgrading will encourage faster traffic

Limit heavy traffic, reduce speed limits — wish list: sufficient space for bikers, walkers, horses

Reduce speed limits

Keep roads maintained but don't make it bigger

Provide passing bays on Makara hill with signs requesting the slow cars to pull over

Reduce speed limits — 50km all the way

Ensure the roads are wide enough and the bends sufficiently straight enough to allow trucks to keep on their side of the white line
Reduce speed limit from top Makara Rd. to beach, “keep left” signs at several points

Place signs on hill advising, “keep well left"

Repair roads immediately, keep water tables clear of obstructions

Reduce speed - 50 k max.

Present roading is good, any upgrading will encourage faster traffic, passing bays need labelling

Trees overhanging entrance to South Makara Rd are very dangerous, a bad accident is waiting to happen

Reduce speed limit on road, put speed humps to slow traffic

Stock trucks should have escort over the hill to warn approaching traffic

Reduce speed through school, village area, limit heavy trucks on roads, more passing bays on hill

How can roads be adequate if there's not enough room for 2 way traffic in areas, OK for a horse and cart, upgrade required

Limit heavy vehicles, for example don't approve topsoil mining, wind farm construction

Warning signs for horses, cyclists, runners

50k speed limit — remember road is used by horse traffic, cyclists, joggers, children going to school

Concrete Power Pole 20% way up hill from cemetery entrance needs to be set back from road edge

Forestry logging trucks will pose a safety issue in the future. Needs to be considered in new applications for consent to plant forests
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Education would help to make road users aware of the restrictive nature of rural roads. People suggested that signs would help in certain
areas, including where non-residents first come into the area on the Makara Hill road. Some people mentioned a number of corners where
they considered sightlines should be improved.

Regrading of the carpark and addressing a problem with water settling on the road at Makara Beach were specific issues raised by the
Beach community. Speed in other locations, road widths, conflicts between cyclists and vehicles, and general safety improvements on the
Makara Hill Road were also mentioned. There was support for the recent clearance of roadside vegetation on the Hill Road as this had
previously been considered to be a particular danger for road users.

Significant Issues Identified

- o Speed isn't being adequately managed through current methods
- e There are growing conflicts between vehicular and non-vehicular traffic
~ e Some corners are particularly bad for sightlines and the width of the road in some places means two vehicles can sometimes not pass.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council $50,000 was allocated in the Annual Plan for the 2001-2002 financial year for roading works in Makara and
services are provided Ohariu Valley. Thereafter an annual sum of $20,000 was earmarked to be available to the community toward
roading safety improvements. The Community Board has the role of prioritising work to decide how best to

spend this sum.

Three new signs, one on the Makara Hill Road, one just prior to the Makara Village, and one coming into the
Makara Beach settlement will be erected, to encourage greater caution and reduced speed by motorists

The Council has, and will continue to, lobby LTSA for lower speed limits on roads in Makara
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Rural Area Objective 5

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic
effects arising from rural living and land use activities

Makara Community Response: Many members of the community were concerned that any further development in the rural area could
undermine safety on rural roads. Acknowledgement of the existing situation was considered to be just as important as monitoring any
growth in traffic over time. Some people pointed out that a number of activities generate traffic, not just further households, including

forestry and recreation activities. A number of people raised a concern that future tree harvesting could have quite an fmpaé:t on the
roads.
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- Significant Issues Identified
- e Thereis a concern that additional growth in rural living and some land use activities in Makara could create new safety issues and/or exacerbate
existing problems

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council is responsible for the maintenance of the road network within Makara. It will continue to address

services are provided areas where an increase or change in traffic use is addressed by employing safely measures such as the
extension of line marking, signage improvements and ongoing maintenance

Individual Responsibility Individuals should take responsibility for driving safely

Other Monitoring of traffic safety through various mechanisms including surveys and road accident records

Rural Area Objective 6
To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

Makara Community Response: The majority of the community demonstrated how much they value the undeveloped ridgelines,
landscapes and views within Makara through the development of this plan. Most people do not want to see structures and buildings
located on these features. In particular, Quartz Hill and its surroundings are highly valued and the Quartz Hill/Outlook Hill Ridge has been
identified as an important ridge within the District. Other features identified include the whole of the Te Wharangi Ridge, including Makara
Hill and British Peak®. The following questions and responses came out of the open day:

Which ridgelines, landscapes and views are important to the local community and visitors to the area? How should these be protected from
inappropriate development?

Ridges and skyline should remain free of man-made structures

Keep things as is, no more houses

No building or structures on skyline at all

Ridges and skylines should not have man made structures

Ridges and skylines must be free of man made structures — already spoiled by pylons + lines
British Peak in an unspoiled cone that must stay unspoiled

Who said ridgelines were sacrosanct?

Keep these coastal escarpments — they are truly wild places

5
~ Wellington’s Ridgetops and Hilltops: The natural and Amenity Values, prepared for wellington City Council by Boffa Miskell Limited, June 2001
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QOur cultural heritage has built on high outlooks for many 100's of years

Keep all ridges / skylines free from all buildings / structures — remove masts from Quartz Hill if now redundant

Keep ridgelines clear of man-made dominated structures

Clear skylines / ridge tops are preferable for landscape values

What is appropriate development? Need pragmatic response to opportunities and needs

We have now answered this question so many times!

The view of Makara estuary from Karori — the whole vista - all the skyline which you continue to view as well as the sea, down the road. The
landscapes from houses, from the Beach, from the Makara Walkway — from public places — and the landscapes which surround our lands. As
Meridian is an SoE (so the public is its stakeholder) — we suggest those lands , including the Telecom Village are made subject to special protection
— also British Peak — and the other ridgelines held by Meridian holding company — Probatus Investments Limited. In addition, ensure the rules
provide that man built structures on ridgetops and hilltops are non-complying activites. We have lived with these types of rule for years, and in my
experience — no application for a resource consent for a building at Makara, has yet been turned down. When people know the rules, they design
and plan accordingly — and so clearly these rules can be accommodated.

Submitters supported the current assessment of activities on ridgelines and hilltops through the District Plan or, in some cases, felt that
full protection for some of these features was needed. Makara Guardians, a group representative of the majority of residents within

Makara, advocated that activities of an industrial nature become ‘non-complying’ activities.

Significant Issues Identified

e The majority of the community has overwhelmingly said that non-rural, industrial developments are not wanted in Makara and is concerned that
changes to the District Plan might weaken the importance of the landscape features it values

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

Many influences over avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse visual effects on ridgelines can be simply
through promoting good design. This can be done in a non-regulatory way such as through publicity and
information about good design in rural areas

District Plan Provisions

The community has indicated that it prefers the way in which activities on ridgelines are currently managed
through the District Plan compared to the recommendations in the consultants report “Wellington's
Ridgetops and Hilltops” (June 2001). Makara Guardians have requested that the Plan be changed to make
structures of an industrial nature fall into the category of non-complying activities
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Rural Area Objective 7
To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

Makara Community Response: Makara landowners are already doing a lot of good work in managing their land in a sustainable manner.
Many feel that the Council and Regional Council could provide more advice and assistance with planting and pest control. This could
include financial help, support and advice.

In response to the open day question:

How can the Council support private initiatives by landowners which contribute to the sustainable management of resources?

...the following comments were received:

encourage regrowth of native forest

financial help (for example at cost, subsidised) to clear gorse, purchase native plants at cost

support and encouragement for people to plant native species

help and advice for pest control

native revegetation — Makara Mtn. Initiative is excellent example — but still heaps of goats on the hill that need controlling

back off and leave to landowners to manage their own land

we can't afford to clear big blocks of land and keep it clean — we need help or smaller blocks

loan of traps or sale at cost

pest control advocacy

appoint or name a person who landowners can contact in the first instance regarding advice on Resource Consents and other consents (Regional
/ Council overlaps)

They can simplify consent process for forestry harvesting by allowing it in the rural rules

Help the native bush grow, pest and gorse control

Progressive and reasonable growth and development needed

Encourage initiative for individual owner land use - to encourage city dwellers to visit the rural areas of Wellington

Forestry is spoiling the landscape and the ecological balance — also creating problems when milling for example heavy transport/ noise levels
Danger of fires in area and concern Forestry should be away from residents

Be prepared to be open minded

| believe the RMA specifically referred to the social and economic welfare of communities as being of utmost importance because there is no
method for compensating neighbaours for the loss in value to property as result of developments which result in loss of value. Private initiatives
which would cause harm to neighbours and the community, or which compromise important landscapes should therefore not be supported — even
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if they happen to be sustainable management of a particular resource. No one should be entitled to or encourage to desecrate or compromise
landscape which is important to those who live in the area.

Some people have pointed out that big blocks of land can be difficult and expensive to manage sustainably. Such obstacles to sustainable
management could be overcome through assistance from the Council, as well as perhaps through more lenient subdivision controls. Some
consider that limited subdivision can actually encourage the sustainable management of land, as smaller allotments are easier to manage
and maintain. Others are of the view that the Council needs to look at other ways it can support the larger landowners so they can
maintain the character created through the existence of larger farming operations.

: Significant Issues Identified
- o Sustainable management of the land in Makara means different things to different people. It can be very difficult and there is concern that there
should be as few obstacles as possible to landowners being able to manage the land in the way they wish

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role to support, through its provision of services such as infrastructure and
services are provided roading, the sustainable management of land by private landowners. It also has the role of setting a good
example in the management of its own land

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Council and Community Board will take opportunities to support and advocate for good land

by the Community Board and the | management practices by private landowners

City Council

District Plan Provisions Any future changes to the District Plan should be flexible enough to allow landowners the maximum amount
of freedom to manage the land in a sustainable way.

Individual Responsibility Landowners have an ongoing responsibility to manage the land sustainably

Rural Area Objective 8
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

Makara Community Response: In Makara, all properties collect their own water and most dispose of wastewater through septic tanks.
Rubbish is disposed of by a variety of means, but predominantly burnt, dropped off at the landfill, or collected. Surveys completed by
members of the community generally indicate satisfaction with their systems, and general satisfaction with the environmental impact of
these methods.

However, rubbish disposal has been identified as a problem at Makara Beach.
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Some ideas suggested by residents include:

e regular beach clean ups, and signs asking visitors to take their rubbish away with them

e more rubbish bins at the beach - rubbish left beside the bins is not picked up by the Council
s arubbish collection for hard refuse once a month

Significant Issues Identified

-~ e There have been problems with the discharge of effluent into waterways and this needs to be carefully monitored and remedied where necessary

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has an ongoing role in approving the design of new on-site systems and monitoring any
problems as they might arise.

Council Officers will investigate ways in which the litter and water drainage problems at Makara Beach can
be better managed

The way in which other services
are provided to the community

Private contracting of rubbish disposal is already happening but it is possible this could develop further

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

The Community Board and the Council each have a role in advocating good practices, particularly in on-site
disposal of household wastewater and in the disposal of rubbish

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan can encourage good practice through assessment criteria for the consideration of water
supply, wastewater disposal and rubbish disposal at the time of subdivision or land use consent

Individual Responsibility

Individuals need to take responsibility for ensuring the individual systems they use are environmentally
sustainable.

Other

The Regional Council has objectives, policies and rules which address discharges to land and freshwater
Building Act requirements are also relevant to the type and standard of individual schemes

Rural Area Objective 9

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous

vegetation and regenerating bush

Makara Community Response: The following questions were asked at the community open day to draw out what improving biodiversily

meant to the Makara community:

How can areas of native and regenerating vegetation be protected and enhanced? Are there any immediate threats to these areas? What is the
impact of bush regeneration on the local community? Is this acceptable?
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Gorse so ugly — gives area unloved air — but great for the regenerating bush

Also prefer to see gorse developing into bush rather than pines, pines and more pines

Possum eradication would be the obvious start

Possible regional park in Makara Area — could emphasise open landscape but important bush - WRC Management — Belmont Regional Park
Encourage replanting in gullies suitable areas

Exterminate the possums

Limit the number of feet treading on seedlings and destroying natural growth

Possum, weed and goat eradication

Support in eradicating gorse and replanting in natives (supplies at cost)

Supply rubbish tins in appropriate places so leisure bike riders can dispose of rubbish appropriately

Eradicate goats and possums — stock damage on coastal escarpments fencing?

Eradicate Possums — encourage bush regeneration on scrub areas

At present stocking rates — time will see native bush regeneration — 20 years - They are self-propagating - doing well

Gorse control, plant natives to speed regeneration - support pest control

Possum eradication with nofification in advance please

For the WCC and the Regional Council to take cognisance of their own rules - eradicate gorse

Many local people plant native bush, to augment the bush on their property. | am unaware of anyone cutting any down. Many local people wish to
encourage the native birds, and are actively planting to do so. Enforcing bush regeneration on local people would not be wise, it is likely to have
the effect of discouraging such planting. | would not like to see Quartz Hill — skyline — covered in bush - the geological landform is so impressive
and seen to its best with the current grass pasture, which is extremely fertile. Sheep farming is not necessarily bad, it can in fact be beneficial. For
instance , sheep grazing amongst the salt marsh vegetation at the Makara Stream Estuary, actually ensures that this vegetation is both enhanced
and protected. Cattle would not be of benefit here; but the local farmer knows that — and he keeps the cattle turned out. It could be helpful if the
council assisted farmers who wish to fence, to protect bush/plants - with fencing needs.

The local community contributes significantly to improving indigenous biodiversity. Many local people plant native bush to augment the
bush on their own properties and to encourage native birds. Others are wary of the mechanisms that might be employed to try and
encourage landowners to retain existing indigenous vegetation. Submitters stressed that landowners need to be consulted about any
change that might affect their ability to manage the land in their own way, including the clearance of vegetation.

Pest control was identified as a way in which indigenous biodiversity could be enhanced through pest animal and weed control. However,
pest control measures needs to be well thought out and relevant to each part of the area.

Significant Issues Identified
Opportunities to protect and enhance the health of the natural ecosystems within Makara have not always been taken up

35




MAKARA/OHARIU COMMUNITY BOARD Absolutely Positively

22 OCTOBER 2015

Wellington City Council
Me Heke Ki Poneke

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board, the
City Council and the Regional
Council

The Community Board and City Council will be strong advocates for the protection and enhancement of

regenerating bush areas by encouraging willing landowners to use measures such as fencing and

covenanting to protect native bush areas. A strategy for the regeneration of bush and streams across the

whole city has been developed and was adopted by the Council In September 2001. Specific voluntary

gct:’onslt around specific catchments such as the Makara Stream will be encouraged and supported by the
ounci

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan will only be changed where nonregulatory measures do not adequately prevent the loss of
indigenous vegetation or encourage landowners to protect and enhance regenerating bush

Assessment criteria for subdivision will address the extent to which indigenous vegetation on a site is
protected

Individual Responsibility

Everyone has a responsibility for sustaining biodiversity

Other

All tiers of Government have a role in sustaining biodiversity. Central Government has reinforced the role of
individuals and communities in taking responsibility for halting the decline in New Zealand's indigenous
biodiversity and addressing the effects of private land management on indigenous biodiversity. Further
guidance is due to come from Central Government that will have an influence over future land management
practices. The Wellington Regional Council and City Council both have a responsibility to develop and
implement mechanisms which support the health and sustainability of natural ecosystems

Rural Area Objective 10

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments

Makara Community Response: Generally, the riparian margins of the streams in Makara are not heavily vegetated, being mainly
pasture up to the stream edges. However, there is regeneration taking place in the headwaters of some of the area’s streams. Much of

the community values the natural environment of the area and is conscious of activities which can threaten coastal and riparian (or stream)

environments. Most landowners are highly aware of the role that the stream catchments play in the management of their land use
activities, and for domestic use. The significant drought in the summer of 2000/2001 placed a lot of stress on the riparian systems
within the area and some landowners had to bring in extra water. At other times, residents have pointed out the flooding risk some
properties are exposed to. Careful stream management and the activities that might threaten waterways is therefore a significant issue

for Makara.

36




MAKARA/OHARIU COMMUNITY BOARD Absolutely Positively

Wellington City Council
22 OCTOBER 2015 Me Heke Ki Poneke

The following questions were asked at the community open day to draw out what this objective might mean for Makara:

How can the natural character of the streams and the coastline be preserved and enhanced? Are there any immediate threats to these
environments? Where should there be public access?

Responses to these questions were;

Please dredge the stream to create greater depth — therefore more rapid waterflow to prevent the build up of water weed
The flood plain needs to be more accurately depicted on the planning maps

Dredging as from Pony club past 600 Makara Rd. should also assist yearly flooding

Leave natural evolution to it's devices — don't interfere

Protect existing estuary at Makara Beach with parks marine reserves wildlife sanctuaries

No to marine reserve

Pest contral (possums, goats)

Fence cattle away from the streams - assist farmers with such fencing.

Further public access to the coastline via the Makara walkway - via Opau Rd.

It was generally agreed that the coast and the Makara Estuary, in particular, hold special values. The coast is ‘wild” and the estuary is
much more than a local asset, representing values of regional and sometimes national significance. However, many people criticised the
way in which the Council has sought esplanade land on other waterways in Makara at the time of subdivision. In particular, many pecple
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felt strongly about allowing public access along streams running through private property. Some members of the community pointed out
the impracticalities of setting aside land for public access reasons where alternative access existed, or where parts of streams were just
unreachable anyway.

With reference to planting, some pointed out the flooding problems created by Willow trees being planted along one section downstream
of the Makara settlement. Others are keen to be involved in the restoration of streams in the area through appropriate and well-
researched planting programmes.

Significant Issues Identified
~ o Figures obtained from Wellington Regional Council indicate that the water quality of Makara Stream is not as good as it could be. In particular
faecal coliform counts have been high in recent years. It is uncertain at this stage where the main source of such contamination is from. Potential
sources include run off from farms adjacent to the river, and discharge from septic tanks.

Note: The preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands and rivers and their pratection from inappropriate subdivision,
use and development is a matter of national importance under the Resource Management Act, as is the maintenance and enhancement of public
access to and along the coast, lakes and rivers. It is important to acknowledge that the issues in achieving these goals affect the rights of private
property owners and sometimes the ability for certain land use practices to be freely maintained. Also, as Wellington is such a hilly landscape, often
the best places for public walking tracks are along the ridges and high points. A careful and reasoned approach therefore needs to be taken by all
involved in identifying and working through the issues relating to the management of stream and coastal environments, whether for stream
enhancement, flood protection or for public access reasons.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role to manage its own operations and activities so as to preserve and enhance
services are provided the natural character of the coast and riparian environments

The Council will be proactive in developing its priorities for the management of coastal and stream
environments and discussing the development of policy with landowners

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council have an advocacy role in promoting good management around
by the Community Board and the | streams and being involved in initiatives which support the stream and coastal environments. The Bush and

City Council Stream Regeneration Plan adopted by Council (September 2001) outlines a range of non-statutory and
statutory methods to encourage sound riparian management.
District Plan Provisions The Council wishes to reduce the amount of regulation involved in the management of Makara's streams and

use advocacy and other non-regulatory methods as its primary means to ensure the natural character of
streams is safeguarded. This also applies to situations in which public access is an issue — in most cases,
the Council will seek to discuss options with willing landowners, rather than ‘take’ land as reserve. However,
the Resource Management Act requires the District Plan to stipulate rules about when esplanade reserves
(vested as Council reserve) or esplanade strips (remain in private ownership) will be sought at the time of
subdivision for public access, the protection of conservation values and/or natural hazard mitigation.
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Administration of the District Plan has suggested that the current rules should be altered to be more specific
about which streams and methods are appropriate. At present there is just a “catch-all” provision which
means that every stream in Makara is assessed for esplanade land at the time of subdivision.

Some analysis of the values of waterways in Makara has been undertaken®. This information would normally
form the basis of a change to the current District Plan provisions. However, it should be made clear that the
priorities identified in “Routes, Risks and Restoration” are not necessarily supported by the whole of the
Makara community. Therefore, at this stage it has been decided, through the Makara,/Ohariu Community
Board, that the community plan only endorse esplanade land being sought as outlined below. Otherwise, for
every other waterway in Makara, a case by case assessment should be made at the time of subdivision
where a stream is over the three metre width limit.

Esplanade provisions generally supported by the Makara Community:
Esplanade Reserves be taken on subdivision associated with the Coast and Makara Estuary for public
access and/or because of the high ecological and natural values,
Esplanade Strips be negotiated along the Makara and North Makara Streams (to the point at which the
bed narrows to three metres) for either flood protection, riparian restoration and/or the fostering of
wildlife corridors (to connect with the Wifton Bush — Ngaio Gorge corridor)

Regulation is only one tool and is only intended to support voluntary and non-regulatory methods,
advocacy and the Council and community groups doing restoration work or achieving public
access in some other way

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to ensure their actions do not pollute or damage the stream/coastal
environment
Other New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Policy Statement
Wellington Regional Coastal Plan
Wellington City Council's Bush and Stream Regeneration Plan

3 “Routes, Risks and Restoration: an assessment of riparian zones in rural areas of the Wellington City District with special reference to ecological
significance and public access linkages™, a report prepared for Wellington City Council by Anstey, C., Cosslet, C., Green W (1998)
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Rural Area Objective 11
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely
affect the environment

Makara Community Response: On the Community Planning Day, a number of ideas for rural recreational opportunities were mentioned
and comments made about existing and possible future recreational opportunities. The following questions were posed at the open day:

Are there opportunities for additional recreational activities in the area? What are the impacts of existing and possible new recreational activities on
the local community and the local environment? Are these impacts acceptable?

Responses to these questions were;

Encourage environmentally friendly uses of area — for example mountain biking, tramping, horse trekking etc.

Recreational ventures — promoted by private concerns

Rural recreational activities encouraged but with adequate / safe facilities

Off road / horse tracks

Public walking areas as opposed to mountain biking

Turn the Makara estuary into a fenced off nature reserve, do predator contral, keep cattle and sheep out / revegetate

With the increased use of South Makara Valley for recreational purposes , pooling of resources can be advantages, particularly for start-up groups
— Karori Golf Club is very willing to offer the use of its facilities which include changing, showers and catering to other groups

Upgrade Tennis courts

Yes to enhance the recreational activities throughout the area for the enjoyment of the whole of Wellington

Cycle track / bridle path to encourage walking, jogging, horse riding in safety

Tramping track from Red Rocks to Makara Beach with 2 huts on the way for overnight

A separate cycle track possible — over the hill? - to make it saver for cyclists

Yes. | believe the Terawhiti/Makara (Quartz Hill land owned presently by Meridian Energy) would be perfect for walking/biking — it was the subject
of a WRC report in the 1970s. We have been trapped by Meridian, which has locked the gates. The Makara walkway is too narrow for the
thousands of people who walk it each year. This abuts the Meridian land. Opau Road was supposed to be made available for public access —
Telecom appears to have overlooked this when it sold the Quartz Hill to Meridian. Being able to drive up to the radio station would split the traffic
currently going down to the beach. There is plenty of parking on Quartz Hill and any residents would not see the carparks. Because Quartz Hill is
a peneplain - the walkway is virtually flat — therefore all, both young and old could enjoy the wonderful views. At present, the only way to see the
views (now that Meridian has locked the gates) — is to walk up a steep climb from the beach. This will change when the Opau Road access is made
a public access by the Minister for State Owned Enterprises. Also, Terawhiti could be a working farm — subsidised by WCC — mainly visitors would
enjoy this experience (if Terawhiti was happy)

Currently, there is relatively little recreational land that is managed as formal reserve. Most public access within the area has been
facilitated through the goodwill of landowners.
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A large number of residents did not like the idea of suggesting future recreational linkages on the map that was incorporated into an
earlier draft of this plan. Whilst most Makara people recognise the value that the area has to many urban residents, formalising routes
which currently cross private land was not desired. If public bodies such as the Regional and City Councils wish to progress work on
recreational opportunities such as walking tracks in the future, the rights of private landowners should be considered first and appropriate
agreements negotiated.

: Significant Issues Identified
- e Increasing recreational use may result in more traffic and/or greater conflict between road users

e There is relatively little land in the Makara area that is formally available for public access. This may become an issue as the population changes
: and grows and time spent on leisure activities increases

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council are in a position to facilitate and encourage recreational use of the

by the Community Board and the | area, as well as take a role in any further provision for public access

City Council

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to act with respect if permitted access to private land for recreational
purposes

Other “Capital Spaces” - the Council's Open Space Strategy includes Makara as part of the ‘Rural Hinterland’ of
Wellington

Rural Area Objective 12
To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community
through co-operation between the Council and those living and working in the rural area

Makara Community Response: Many residents within the Makara area do not rely on the land to provide for their economic well being.
Many commute to jobs within the City or have alternative incomes to support some rural land uses.

Hand in hand with economic well-being is a strong community. The communities within the Makara area are quite cohesive and supportive
of actions that reinforce their identity.

Some people feel that limited improvements should be made to roads to support an anticipated increase in economic activity from
forestry production and harvesting, recreational activity and any increased residential population.
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- Significant Issues Identified
« Should owners that are struggling to make a living from their landholdings be allowed limited and controlled subdivision of their land?

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has a role in promoting community development and fostering the well-being of city residents
services are provided generally

The way in which other services Various agencies have a role in fostering new social and economic initiatives within the Makara area,

are provided to the community including tourism and recreational activities

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council have a key role in facilitating actions or activities that help to meet,
gy thg Comlmunity Board and the | support and enhance the social and economic needs of the Makara community

ity Counci
District Plan Provisions The purpose of the District Plan is to assist the Council to promote the sustainable management of natural
and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people to provide for their social, economic and
cultural well being and for their health and safety. The process of developing this community plan has
indicated that the District Plan is seen as facilitating most of the activities that residents believe are
appropriate within the area. The Plan requires that ‘Non-Rural’ activities go through a resource consent
process and this was supported by most of the community

Rural Area Objective 13
To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

Makara Community Response: The communily response was that some general safety issues (apart from road safety) needed to be

addressed in the Makara area:

« Fire safety generally — several forest fires last summer (2000/2001) raised the issue of the dangers of fire to life and property

e Ffire safety at Makara Beach (relating to people lighting fires on the beach). Suggestions from the community to improve fire safety
included installing a portable fire pump at the beach, and the ex-fishing track being reinstated for emergency services. More signs
could also be installed on the beach to make people aware of the rules
Concern over health of children swimming in Makara Estuary where there is very poor water quality (kids have rashes)
Personal safety issues for Makara Beach residents after the Telecom pay phone was removed. Strangers have called on residents
late at night to use their phone, which is threatening for some people. Lack of cell phone coverage means people cannot rely on cell
phones. Reinstatement of the Telecom pay phone has been requested by beach residents
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Significant Issues Identified

- e Intimes of crisis, the isolation of the community can prove to be an obstacle to effective emergency management

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has a duty to ensure the provision of services provides for a safe environment and also that the
way in which services are delivered is within health and safety requirements.

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

Encouraging individuals to act responsibly to improve safety for all is an important role for the Community
Board, the Council and other key agencies. Opportunities for more signage with safety warnings for fires,
swimming etc will be explored

Individual Responsibility

Individuals have a responsibility to act safely and consider the safety of others in their actions

Rural Area Objective 14: To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work

in partnership on rural issues

Iwi Response: The area is of high importance for a range of reasons and the relationship is an ongoing one, not just historic.
Management of the coast, water and discharges to each are particular issues. Education is a key way in which iwi associations with the
area can become more widely known and appreciated.

WCC Response: Ongoing consultation and strengthening of the relationship between the Council and its Treaty Partners is integral to the
sustainable management of natural and physical resources in this area. [t is hoped that, through this ongoing rural community plan
process, an overall appreciation for the cultural and spiritual values associated with this area is enhanced and developed further.

Significant Issues Identified

- e Awareness of the cultural context and importance of the Makara area for Maori is relatively low amongst residents and other Wellingtonians

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

The Council has a role in assisting in the dissemination of knowledge about the cultural importance of this
area and in reinforcing its own role as a Treaty Partner in the management of the natural and physical
rasources of the area

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan currently recognises and provides for sites of significance in this area. The District Plan will
be responsive to new information that requires any changes or additions to be made
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6. Conclusion

This Community Plan has sought to identify and bring together in one document, issues and action points relating to the management of
the Makara rural area. Despite the broad scope of the plan, community attention has had a strong focus on a narrow range of issues -
predominantly related to the types of activities that are appropriate in Makara, provision of community facilities, and roading and traffic
matters. On the whole, it is worth noting that many people are happy with Makara how it is and do not want to see too much change.

Key methods have been identified in this plan to address the concerns expressed by the community during the consultation on this plan.
Whilst some proposals will be initiated by Council (for example, work on District Plan amendments), other proposals are best initiated by
the Makara/Ohariu Community Board on behalf of the community. This sits well with the general trend towards greater community self-
management and decision making for areas (an example of this is the $50,000 allocated to the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to
prioritise roading works for the 2001-2002 financial year, over and above normal Council spending in this area).

The Community Plan has been particularly important in determining what is valued by the Makara community within a framework based on
the premise that the responsibility for achieving goals is shared amongst the Council, the Community Board and individual members of the
community. The vision expressed in the Community Plan will now set the platform for the future management of the area, which will span
both regulatory and non-regulatory methods.

The implications of all this are hopefully much greater than the production of this plan. The Community Planning process has allowed the
Makara community to take a look at itself, to think about what is unique and important to the area, and to empower itself to strongly
influence and have control over the future of this unique part of Wellington.
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Appendix One: Rural Area Objectives*

1.

o~ w

To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington's rural areas through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of Rural Community Plans

To maintain and enhance rural character, amenity and identity for people living, working and visiting the rural area
To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and accommodate growth
To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the rural area

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and land use
activities

6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

7. To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
8.
9

. To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

10.To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments

11.To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

12.To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between the Council and

those living and working in the rural area

13.To meet, support and enhance the rural area’s contribution to the Wellington economy

14.To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

15.To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues

" Adopted by the Gouncil’s City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.
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Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan

Executive Summary

The Plan

This plan was developed over middle to late 2001 and is about Ohariu Valley - its
environment, its people and its future. It celebrates Ohariu Valley, and outlines the
community's vision for the area. It brings together a range of methods which can address
the needs of the community - service delivery, environmental management, community
and individual decision making. The Community Plan is a non-statutory document, which
means that it is guiding only and does not override legislation or other statutory
documents of the Wellington City Council, such as its Annual Plan or District Plan.

The Area

The Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan covers the area spanning all of the land west of
the ridgeline between Kau Kau and Wellington City's boundary in the north (just south of
Colonial Knob). The southern extent of the Community Plan area is the Takarau Gorge.

Significant Issues

Subdivision was a very topical issue in the community, and residents expressed a range
of opinions on whether additional subdivision is desirable. Farmers in the Valley wished to
have the ability of some very limited subdivision to assist them in maintaining their
farming operations. Others, however, were generally opposed to further subdivision. A
few considered the rules regarding subdivision should be made a lot more flexible. In
general, however, the community were opposed to widespread "lifestyle block"
subdivision.

Traffic safety and roading was a 'burning’ issue expressed by residents in the process of
obtaining information about the environment and resources of the area. The Community
was particularly concerned about speeds on the roads in the area.

Key Proposals

* Provide for a very limited amount of additional subdivision through a change to the
District Plan. Beyond this, the current system where subdivision is subject to a very
rigorous assessment process should be retained.

®* Retain the current District Plan distinction between rural and non-rural activities

® Erect signs at the entrance to Ohariu Valley, and prior to the "Crossroads," to
encourage safer driving habits

= Annual Plan funding will be sought for a Gateway sign to be developed in consultation
with the community and iwi, to help foster the identity of Chariu Valley.

®* Ongoing discussions will be had with landowners around the issue of public access and
riparian management
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1. Introduction

Wc](:()mc to the first community plan for the Ohariu Valley rural area.

The Community Planning process was one of the most extensive community consultation exercises undertaken by the Council in association with
the Makara,/Ohariu Community Board. Its intention was to give the people of Ohariu Valley the chance to spell out the things they held to be
important about their area, and their vision for the future of that area. The Community Plan records those values and aspirations which make up
that vision, It summarises a process in which a large proportion of the community were involved, including students of Ohariu Model School
(whose wonderful mural representing the character of Ohariu Valley graces the [ront cover of the plan).

Of course not every individual will agree with every statement of recommended action, and there will be those who would argue just as
passionately for methods that have been omitted. Consensus has not been possible on all issues. That is to be expected in a community with
diverse and olten strongly held views. Nor is that necessarily a bad thing — the Community Plan is not a document set in stone, but rather a record
at a particular point in time, of an essentially dynamic process. The Community Plan does not seek to present one strongly unified world view,
but rather reflects the diversity of views presented throughout the process. However, whilst recognising this diversity, it should also be recognised
that the community did define some common goals and aspirations which were near-universally accepted. The Community Plan reflects that too.

This document sets out a plan for the future of Ohariu Valley, and the steps (both non-statutory and statutory) toward achieving that vision. It
also provides a reference point from which new ideas may evolve. The Makara/Ohariu Community Board extends its gratitude to the residents of
Ohariu Valley for their enthusiastic participation in the planning process - the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan has benefited tremendously
from the input of the area’s committed and passionate residents.

How has it all come about?

Community input Community Board and Council response

Provided views on visions for the rural area and the future of Formulated *Rural Area Objectives” that capture the community’s visions

subdivision (Questionnaire in January 2000) and the Community Plan process (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley
and Horokiwi)

Commented on ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and the Community Plan Adopted revised set of ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and Community Plan

process (Discussion paper and questionnaire in October 2000) process and timetable (January 2001)

Participated in “Ohariu Valley community planning day” Listened and Summarised local community response to ‘Rural Area

providing local responses to the ‘Rural Area Objectives’ ( 10 June Objectives’ and explored ideas for subdivision and land use management

2001)

Participated in Local Resident Workshops:
Ohariu Crossroads (26 June 2001)

Ohariu Farming (9 July 2001)

Ohariu Valley Meeting (19 July 2001)

Formulated and released dratt Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan

(August 2001)
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Commented on draft Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan
(August,/September 2001)

Considered the submissions and a revised Ohariu Valley Plan —
Makara/Ohariu Community Board decided plan did not accurately reflect
community feeling and recommended the Council not adopt it (20
September 2001). Council Committee decided to let plan lie rather than
adopt plan in its current form (26 September 2001).

After further thought and examination of the submissions the Board asked
for the plan to be revised in accordance with the community response and
brought back to them as a drafi for further consideration

A revised Community Plan prepared

Local Body Elections October 2001 — New Community Board and Council
Elected

November/December 2001 - New Makara/Ohariu Community Board
considered the revised community plan, made amendments and resolved
to recommend to the Council that it adopt the community plan

The Council adopted the community plan on 20 February 2002.

Community members can continue to discuss local issues, service
delivery and lobby for special projects with members of the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board and Councillors

Implementation of the community plan through the annual plan process,
asset management plans and the district plan is commenced where
appropriate

The Board and the Council updates residents on progress in implementing
the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan
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2. The Area — Ohariu Valley

Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan Area
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3. The Objectives for Ohariu Valley

The Rural Area Objectives (included in their original form as Appendix One) adopted by the City Development and Business and
Environment & Recreation Committees of Council in January 2001 set the [ramework for the development of the Community Plan.
The Ohariu Valley community took ownership of these objectives, and moulded them to give expression to their own aspirations for
the future of the area. This was done through:

Prioritising the objectives, by identifying an objective which was to be the overarching principle of the Communtiy Plan
Deleting Rural Area Objective 13 as adopted by the Council Committees (see Appendix One)
Modifying the Rural Area Objectives so that they referred to Ohariu Valley rather than the more general reference to the “Rural

Area” in the original Rural Area Objectives (see Appendix One)

Objective 1 below was identified by the Community as the overarching principle which should guide Ohariu Valley’s future. Below this
primary objective are listed a range of secondary objectives, all of which are important in different ways.

1.

TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR
PEOPLE LIVING, WORKING AND VISITING OHARIU VALLEY

To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Ohariu Valley through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of this Rural Community Plan

To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and
accommodate growth

To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within Ohariu Valley

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and
land use activities

To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views
To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

9
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10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely atfect the environment

To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley community through co-operation between
the Council and those living and working in Ohariu Valley

To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting Ohariu Valley

To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partmership on issues in Ohariu Valley
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4. The Community: Past, Present and Future

The Ohariu Valley area is an area of some significance for Maori, and one rich in stories. The area was important both for settlement
and as a transportation route between the South Island and within the Wellington area and beyond. The strategic importance of the
coastline and the visibility from certain lookout points were of key importance for the safe and efficient movement of groups and
individuals.

The main ambition of the early European settlers was to farm their land, but they first had to clear it of dense forest. This led to
extensive sawmilling operations in Ohariu and for many years the pioneers earned their living from the sale of logs, sawn timber, and
firewood. In 1916 the first dairy was established, and soon a number of farmers began delivering their own milk in to Wellington.
Over time, sheep farming also assumed importance in Ohariu Valley.

Farming is still an integral part of the Ohariu Valley, and in a sense dominates the landscape with its open, pastoral hill country.
Census data helps in building a demographic picture of the present resident community of Ohariu Valley. Whilst the community is
not particularly diverse demographically spedkmg, there is diversity in the range of values and life experiences. There is also wide

occupational diversity — traditional farming is still carried out in Ohariu Valley, whilst a number of residents work outside the valley.

This plan, by encouraging sustainable management of the resources of Ohariu Valley, will help to ensure that future communities
living in the area will be able to enjoy the key qualities that the present community appreciates.
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5. The Community Plan

EXPLANATION

Listed in this section is each of the Rural Area Objectives that have been agreed by the Council, the Makara/Ohariu Community
Board, and the community to apply to Ohariu Valley. Under each objectve is a summary of the community’s interpretation and
response to the objective. This response has been integral to the identification of the significant issues and potential environmental
effects of concern, and the choice of methods to address these. Whilst there are a range of methods available, some will work better
than others, depending on the issue. The range of possible tools from which the methods under each objective have been chosen

are:

Community projects

Projects or actions that have vesulled from members of the communily deciding to lake action independent of any
external person or organisalion

New Community Board/City
Council projects

Projects that the Board/Council advocate and there is budget available in the current/proposed Annual Plan

The way in which City Council
services are provided

Existing service provision or proposed changes address the issue of concern

The way in which other services are
provided to the community

Other organisations that frrovide facilities or services to the community are lobbied or encouraged to provide/improve
services

Advocacy, facilitation and education
initiatives by the Community Board
and the City Council

The Community Board/Council takes an active non-regulatory role in providing advice, advocating good practice (eg
land management, riparian planting) and facilitating activities which support and enhance the Community itself
and the environment of the area

District Plan Provisions

Objectives, policies and rules are retained, changed or introduced into the district plan which address the significant
issues raised through the Rural Community Plan frocess

Individual Responsibility

Individuals through their actions take responsibility for addressing the significant issues

Other

In some situations, there may be a specific method to address a particular problem
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THE OHARIU VALLEY COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE TO THE RURAL
AREA OBJECTIVES, SIGNIFICANT ISSUES AND PROPOSED
METHODS

Ohariu Valley Community Response: There was a great response from the community to define what rural character, amenity and identity
means in Ohariu Valley:

Clear Skylines Natural surroundings

Quiet & Serene Traditional rural NZ next to a large city (unique)

Grazing for horses/riding trails Housing in moderation (not on show but tastefully hid

Ohariu Vall
ariu Valley's \ehind trees)
Rural Character &
Mainly open rural landscape, Amenity
uncluttered by large houses

on smaller subdivided blocks

Noisy ai times
Fresh air
A farming area
An escape from urbanism and close
noisy neighbours Low levels of population and development
Rolling Hills
Peaceful sounds A quiet peaceful place where people can do their own thing without disturbing others

A voluntary survey was undertaken at the Ohariu Valley Community Open Day on 10 June 2001 which attempted to draw out the quintessential
things about Ohariu Valley that set it apart from other rural areas. These were the responses:

14
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Question

Response

Can you describe Ohariu’s
houndaries?

Ironside Road to Takarau. Rifle Range Road to Mt Kau Kau. Cross roads to end of Ohariu Valley Rd and Boom Rock Rd.
Including the tops of hills

See board boundaries Ohariu — Makara and rural area

Not sure

No

From top Oriental Parade Johnsonville hill to start of Takarau Gorge

Ridgeline from top of Tronside Rd to coast

Johnsonville to coast

For me it means just outside Johnsonville and to the sea, then north up the valley

Coast to city

What first comes to mind,
and what symbolises the word
‘Ohariu’ for you?

Rural retreat from the city pace!!

Unique mix of lifestyles. Diverse personalities. Strong community belief positive thinkers with good mix of for and against on
key issues which results in reasoned decision making.

Rural aspect — hills and horses (primarily horses)

Green. Trees.

Rural lifestyle; peace and quiet; driving home is like dropping at the edge of the world...

Rural life style dominated by farming activities

Home, peace, quiet

Escape from urbanism and close noisy neighbours

A traditional rural NZ landscape unique next to a large city

Space

Farming

Rolling hills, peaceful sounds, farming, horses

Home, rural community/lifestyle

Imagine that "Ohariu’ came
to life as a person. Describe
the person (physical
characteristics, litestyle,
personality, what's important
to them, etc).

Beautiful, calm, serene, green. (was) The personality is under going a distinct change with the extra traffic that is being created
by the number of road users. This could be controlled by consumer education i.e. slower driving, more concern by drivers, for
the slower paced road users. Le. walkers, cyclists, runners, horse riders etc.

Calm and peaceful; cares for the environment but also like city amenities, e.g. theatre, orchestra etc. Likes having animals
around - especially horses; like being part of a community and willing 1o participate. Understands pros and cons of rural life.

Calm; smell; gentle; quiet; green; hard working.

Egotistical with an "im alright jack’ attitude

Gentle, quiet, secure

Responsible, kind, caring, loving animals and the outdoors. Doesn’t mind the weather and the turbulent life it brings.
Hardworking and prepared to put in a lot of effort to enjoy life. Loves what ‘mother nature’ provided for us. Utilises the worlds
natural resources
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Quiet, relaxed, with business mind and family morals.

What does Ohariu sound
like?

Noisy

Horses, sheep, cattle and birds

Soft

Rural - lots ol animals etc.

Rural

Home

No sound

Rural

Open

Quiet with gentle noises, voices, animal sounds, the wind

Noisy at times (no exhaust brakes for trucks would be good)
Natural animal noises ok.

What does Ohariu smell and
taste like?

It used to smell of country. Now it is oil, petrol & smoke.
It tastes like horse shit.

Clear & sweet

Rural

Grass

Clean

Fresh

Fresh, clean, real, organic

Manure and smoke

‘What physical features of
Ohariu do you value the most

and why?

I value the rural aspect. Hills, trees, birds, animals. Housing in moderation, not on show but tastefully & discreetly hidden by
trees,

Grazing for horses; rural aspect; riding trails; proximity to Wellington.

Fresh air; calm; green; ridgelines; hills and mountains; water and streams; trees

Low levels of population and development.

Rural environment that has not been ruined by intensive rural urban development

A quiet peaceful place where I can do my own thing without annoving others or them annoying me

Free space and laid back attitudes

Mainly open rural landscape uncluttered by large houses on smaller subdivided blocks now common in other areas in region

Farming area

The beautiful skies and how much of them I see. The quiet hills, animals and space. And I love hearing all the birds in the
morning.

Clear skylines, natural surroundings. Buildings should be single level and not visually dominant.

In addition to the above, students of Ohariu Model School created a wonderful mural which depicts the character of Ohariu Valley in their eyes. This

graces the cover of the plan.
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All of the valued qualities identified above contribute to the rural character of Ohariu Valley. It is vitally important for the community that these
qualities are retained and fostered in the futiure.

How can this be done? The majority of the community believed that the currently restrictive
approach to subdivision (with perhaps some exception of very limited subdivision for larger
landowners), and the rigorous assessment process for non-rural activities, outlined in the « There is a concern that
District Plan, should be retained. Therefore, the existing District Plan distinction between rural further subdivision and new
and non-rural activilies should be retained, to give primacy to traditional rural activities, which non-rural activities could
are consistent with the rural character of Ohariu Valley. This will help ensure that any change have an adverse effect on
that may occur is gradual, and appropriate to the area. Ohariu Valley’s rural
character and amenity

Significant Issues Identified:

The community expressed the view that the Ohariu Valley area cannot be divided up into a
range of character sub areas, but rather it needs to be viewed as a whole. The “Crossroads” area,

Jor example, should not be viewed separalely from the rest of the Valley.

A welcoming sign or “Galeway” was suggested by some residenis and could be established al the
entrance to the Ohariu Valley area. This could be developed in a number of ways. A sign
welcoming visitors to Ohariu Valley, along with planting and landscaping has been suggested.
This would need to be developed in consullation with the Ohariu Valley communily and iwi.
Such a gateway could help reinforce Ohariu Valley’s identity.

Proposed Methods:

District Plan Provisions Provisions within the District Plan providing for subdivision and land use activities should be changed to allow larger
landowners the opportunity of carrying out very limited subdivision which will not have a significantly adverse effect on
the character of Ohariu Valley. Beyond this very limited frovision, no change should be made to the current situation.
The current approach of the District Plan, which distinguishes “rural” activities from “non-rural” activities, should be
retained. This is considered important by the community, as it gives primacy to traditional rural activities, and provides
some degree of certainty as to what activities can or cannot be carvied out “as of vight”.

Individual Responsibility Netghbours should consuli together when they know they may do something which will have an impact on another’s
amenity or the wider amenity of the area

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board will encourage applicants to address character and amenity issues in firoposed developments.
the Community Board and the City

Council
New Community Board/City In consultation with the community and fwi, the Council and Community Board will develop a “Gateway” concept at
Council projects the entrance to Ohariu Valley, to help reinforce Ohariu Valley’s identily
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Rural Area Objective 2
To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Ohariu

Valley through the Makara/Ohariu Community Board, residents groups, and through the
development of this rural community plan

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Ohariu Valley residents are very
interested in the future of their area and were very involved in the development of this
community plan. The Community Planning process was an inclusive one, allowing
the whole communily the opportunity of having their say on the future of Ohariu
Valley.

Significant Issues
Identified:

* There is a feeling that
Community Board
meetings are difficult
to attend, or aren’t
accessible to people

The community indicated that despite diversity, the community is generally close knit,
and not disjointed by geographical area. The community looked on the area as a
whole, and not in a segregated manner. It is important to note that the views expressed
in the formation of this plan were not always unanimous and that this is an
important aspect of the diversity within the community. Despite this, the community
made a concerted effort to work through such differences.

Some members of the community suggested that greater community involvement in
Communily Board Meelings could be facilitated.

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and education | The Community Board/Council will use opportunities to be advocates /facilitators of community decision-making in
initiatives by the Community Board | Ohariu Valley

and the City Council
The possibility of holding Community Board meetings in the evenings could be investigated as a way of making
community participation easier (evening meeting were trialled in February and March 2002)

Agendas and reports of Community Board Meetings could be available at locations accessible to the community
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Rural Area Objective 3: To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local
infrastructure are able to support and accommodate growth

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Responses at the Open Planning Day and
subsequent public meelings indicated there were a variely of views in the communily as to
whether greater opportunities for rural living should be provided. Larger landowners
would like the opportunily to carry out very limited subdivision without the current
obstacles of time and cost. Whilst some of the wider Ohariu Valley community
support this idea, others are generally opposed to the idea of any further rural
living being facilitated in Ohariu Valley. A few people fxprpesed the view that
Jurther subdivision is acceptable subject to a “case by case” assessment of
environmental effecis.

Significant Issues Identified:

» Providing more opportunities for
rural living could threaten the
retention of open spaces and
existing low density housing
patierns

1t became apparent in the process that the community values the open, pastoral
character of Ohariu Va!l.vv However, some considered that the maintenance of this
character is dependent on the ongoing financial abilily of larger landouwners to
maintain their farming operations.

Limiled subdivision is one means of supporting the ongoing financial viabilily Q
of large farming operations. Therefore, whilst some of the community are

opposed to any form of subdivision, limited subdivision may actually help @)

support retaining the open, rural character of the area by helping maintain

the viability of large farms.

The vast majority of the Community were strongly opposed to widespread “Lifestyle Block™ development in Ohariu Valley.

Some effort was made during the development of this plan to try and establish the basis for allowing some very limited subdivision in Ohariu Valley.
As this could not be remlwd without detailed examination of options, further consuliation should be undertaken on this issue.

Concern was expressed in the community regarding traffic safety on the voads in the area. Whilst there is concern that further subdivision may worsen

this prroblem, by increasing traffic volumes on the roads, there is also recognition that traffic effects can be generated by a range of activities, not just
rural living.

20




MAKARA/OHARIU COMMUNITY BOARD Weiinton G il
22 OCTOBER 2015

Me Heke Ki Poneke

The community appears unanimously opposed to a “Village” concept at “The Crossroads”, and do not wish to see furiher development there. This
apposition is largely based on amenity considerations, however infrastructure constraints, particularly relating to effluent disposal, have been raised
there.

Proposed Methods:
District Plan Provisions Provisions within the District Plan providing for subdivision should only be changed to allow larger landowners the

opportunity of carrying out very limited subdivision. The exact nature of any new frovision should be worked out in
association with_further community consultation.

Beyond this very limited provision, the existing frrovisions requiring a very rigorous consent process should be retained.

Rural Area Objective 4: To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the
rural area.

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Roading and traffic safety are of great
concern to the community. There have been problems with speed and dangerous
driving. The communily considers thal the speed limit of 100 kph is too high Jor the
area, given the narrouness of much of the roading. 1t is imperative for the
community that vehicular speeds on rural roads should be reduced, and that
dangerous sections of road should be betler managed.

Significant Issues raised:
Driver behaviour means there is
a danger to people and property
from excessive speed

There is a growing conflict
between vehicular and non-
vehicular traflic (such as cyclists
and horses)

A number of traffic calming measures were suggested by residents, including: lay
by areas for horse and pedestrian traffic, speed humps, and new signage.
Education would help to make road users aware of the restrictive nature of rural
roads.

New business ventures, as well as increased household numbers, have the potential to lead
to significant increases in traffic volume on Ohariu Valley Road.
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Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

$50,000 was allocated in the Annual Plan for the 2001-2002 financial year for roading works in Makara/Ohariu.
Thereafter an annual sum of $20,000 has been earmarked to be available to the commumity. The Community Board has
the opportunity to prioritise work within the community from which to spend this sum.

Two new signs, one at the entrance to Ohariu Vailey and one just prior to the Crossroads, will be erected, to encourage
greater caution by motorists

Council has, and will continue to, lobby L'TSA for lower speed limits on roads throughout Ohariu Valley

22
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Rural Area Objective 5: To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic
effects arising from rural living and land use activities J

Ohariu Valley Community Response: The community expressed concern that any further development in the rural area could undermine
safety on rural roads in the area. Some people in the community pointed out that a range of activities can generate significant volumes of traffic. An
equitable approach should therefore be taken o managing the traffic effects of any activity in Ohariu Valley through the District Plan.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council Extension of line marking and signage improvements
services are provided

Two new signs, one at the entrance to Ohariu Valley and one just prior to the Crossroads, will be erected, to encourage
greater caution by motorists

Council has, and will continue io, lobby LTSA for lower speed limits on roads throughout Ohariu Valley
Individual Responsibility Individuals through their actions take responsibility for driving safely
Other Monitoring of traffic safety through various mechanisms including surveys and road accident records

I Rural Area Objective 6: To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views ||

Ohariu Valley Community Response: 7here were different
views on how ridgelines should be managed within the community.
The majority of the community value undeveloped ridgelines,
landscapes and views. However, some of the community believe

ridgelines and hilltops are logical places to build.

Significant Issues Identified:
Development has the potential to

undermine the generally undeveloped
nature of Ohariu’s ridgetops
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Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | Many influences over avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse visual effects on ridgelines can be achieved simply

the Community Board and the City | through promoting good design. This can be done in a non-regulatory way such as through publicity and information

Council about good design in rural areas. Pamphlets promoting such matiers could be produced.

District Plan Provisions Current Distriet Plan provisions seek to address the effects of development on ridgelines and hilllops. Any future changes
to these provisions must recognise and frovide for the protection of any important ridgelines and hilliops in Ohariu
Valley, in association with community consullation.

Retaining restrictive subdivision controls will limit the polential for new residential development on important ridgelines
and landscapes.

Rural Area Objective 7: To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

Ohariu Valley Community Response: People in the community have been doing good things in managing their own land in a sustainable
manner. However, some of the communily suggested a number of ways in which the City Council and Regional Council could assist private
landowners in supporting the sustainable management of their land:

*  Donating native plants to people willing to fence areas off
»  Assisting in pest control

*  Council conservation schemes

*  Having an Arbor Day

Some people suggesied that the Council could sel a belter example of managing its own land in a move suslainable manner.

Some of the community considered that further subdivision would enhance sustainable management of land. They argue that by cutting wp larger
blocks into smaller blocks, the land becomes more manageable.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role lo support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
services are provided
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Council and Community Board will take opportunities to support and advocale for good land management

the Community Board and the City | practices by private landowners. The Council will do more to lead by example in the sustainable management of ils oun
Council land.

Individual Responsibility Landowners have an ongoing responsibilily lo manage the land sustainably
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I Rural Area Objective 8: To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes ||

Ohariu Valley Community Response: In Ohariv Valley, all prroperties collect their oun water and dispose of wastewater through septic
tanks. Rubbish is mostly disposed of by burning, or dropping it off at the landfill, although some have their rubbish collected, some bury it and others
compost. Surveys completed by members of the community generally indicated satisfaction with their systems, and general satisfaction with the
environmental impact of these methods. The community expressed concern that further subdivision, particularly around the “Crossroads” area, could
adversely affect surface and groundwaler quality through increased wastewater disposal.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role in maintaining the present infrastructure
services are provided
The way in which other services | It is possible that landowners could contract their own rubbish disposal service and this would be encouraged
are provided to the community | where it would be more environmentally sustainable lo do so
Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council each have a role in advocating good practices, particularly in on-site
by the Community Board and the | disposal of household wastewater and in the disposal of rubbish

City Council

Individual Responsibility Individuals need to iake responsibility for ensuring the individual systems they use are environmentally
sustainable.

Other _ The Regional Council has objectives, policies and rules which address discharges to land and freshwater

Building Act requirements are also relevant to the type and standard of individual schemes

Rural Area Objective 9: To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features,

indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Most of the Ohariu Valley area is characierised by areas of open pastoral land, with pockets of
indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush through the valley. Generally, the majority of the community did not highlight indigenous biodiversity as
a key issue.

Some of the community supported the idea of a tree planting scheme. Council could offer support and encourage people to fence off stands of native
vegelalion. A communily Arbor Day is a venture which could be investigated and supported. Council could assist further in controlling pests.
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Proposed Methods:
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board and City Council will be strong advocates for the protection and enhancement of regenerating
the Community Board, the City bush areas by encouraging willing landowners to wse measures such as fencing and covenanting to frrotect native bush
Council and the Regional Council areas. A sirategy for the regeneration of bush and streams across the whole city has been adopted by Council. This

stralegy outlines a range of non-statutory and statulory methods of encouraging bush and stream regeneration — weed
management, planting initiatives, stormwater quality and flood management, regulation, education and advocacy.
District Plan Provisions The District Plan could be changed to be more proactive in preventing the loss of indigenous vegetation and encouraging
landowners to protect and enhance regenerating bush..

Individual Responsibility Lveryone has a responsibilily for sustaining biodiversity
Other Central Government has remforeed the vole of individuals and communities in taking responsibility for halting the

decline in New Zealand's indigenous biodiversity and addressing the effects of private land management on indigenous
biodiversity. Further guidance is due to come from Central Government that will have an influence over future land
management practices

A number of Regional Council initiatives are relevant, including the Regional Pest Management Strategy.

ﬂ Rural Area Objective 10: To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments ﬂ

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Generally, the riparian margins of Ohariu
Stream and Mill Creek are not hmw'{v vegﬁtatﬂd, bemg mm'-nly pasture up to the
stream edges.

Significant Issues Identified:
= Wellington Regional Council
figures show that the water quality
of Ohariu Stream is not as good as it
could be. In particular, faccal
coliform counts are relatively high

Planting of stream edges is supported by some in the community. The
Council could encourage this through advocacy.

There was generally little discussion on public access issues along
waterways, however this is a sensitive issue that needs to be worked through
in discussion with landowners.

Note: The preservation of the natural character of the coastal envivonment, wetlands and rnvers
and their protection from inapprofmiale subdivision, use and development is a malter of
national imporlance under the Resowree Management Acl, as is the maintenance and
enhancement of public access to and along the coast, lakes and rivers. It is important to
acknowledge that the issues in achieving these goals affect the rights of private property

26




MAKARA/OHARIU COMMUNITY BOARD Absolutely Positively

Wellington City Council
22 OCTOB ER 2015 Me Heke Ki Poneke

owners and sometimes the ability for certain land use practices lo be freely maintained. Also, as Wellington is such a hilly landscape, often the best places for public walking tracks
are along the vidges and high points. A careful and reasoned approach therefore needs lo be laken by all involved in identifying and working through the issues relating to the
management of stream and coastal environments.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role lo manage ils own operations and activities so as lo preserve and enhance the natural characler of
services are provided the coast and riparian envivonments

The Council will be proactive in developing ils priorities for the management of coastal and stream environmenlts and
discussing the development of policy with landowners

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board and the Council have an advocacy role in promoting good management around streams and
the Community Board and the City being involved in iniliatives which supporl the stream and coastal environoment. The Bush and Stream Regeneration

Council Plan adopted by Council (September 2001) outlines a range of non-statutory and statutory methods to encourage sound
riparian management.
District Plan Provisions The Council wishes to reduce the amount of regulation involved in the management of Ohariu Valley's streams and use

advocacy and other non-regulatory methods as its primary means to ensure the natural character of streams is
safeguarded. This also applies to situations in which public access is an issue — in most cases, the Council will seek to
discuss oplions with willing landowners, rather than “lake’ land as reserve. However, the Resource Managemenl Act
requires the District Plan to stipulate rules about when esplanade reserves (vested as Council reserve) or esplanade strips
(remain in private ounershify) will be sought at the time of subdivision for public access, the protection of conservation
values and/or natural hazard mitigation.

Administration of the District Plan has suggested that the current vules should be altered to be move specific about which
streams and methods are appropriate. At present there is just a “catch-all” provision which means that the whole of the
coast and every stream in the valley is assessed for esplanacde land at the time of subdivision.

Some analysis of the values of waterways in Ohariu Valley has been undertaken'. This information would normally
Jorm the basis of a change lo the current District Plan provisions. However, il should be made clear that the priorities
identified in “Routes, Risks and Restovation”™ are not necessarily supported by the whole of the community. Therefore, at
this stage it has been decided, through the Mahara/Ohariv Community Board, that the community plan only endorse
esplanade land being sought as outlined below. Otherwise, for every other waterway in Ohariv Valley, a case by case
assessment should be made at the time of subdivision where a stream is over the three melre width limit.

Esplanade provisions generally supported by the Ohariu Valley Community:

Esplanade Reserves be taken on subdivision associated with the Coast

Esplanade Strips should be negotiated along the short section of the Ohariu Stream between ils confluence with the
Makara Stream and Takarau Gorge to assist in floodplain management (needs to be co-ordinated with similar

! “Routes, Risks and Restoration: an assessment of riparian zones in rural areas of the Wellington City District with special reference to ecological
significance and public access linkages™, a report prepared for Wellington City Council by Anstey, C., Cosslet, C., Green W (1998)
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approach in the Makara Stream)

Regulation is only one tool and is only intended to support voluntary and non-regulatory methods, advocacy and the
Council and community groups doing restoration work or achieving public access in some other way

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to ensure their actions do not polluie or damage the stream/coastal environment
Other New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Coastal Plan

Wellington City Council’s Bush and Stream Regeneration Plan

Rural Area Objective 11: To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely

affect the environment

Ohariu Valley Community Response: A range of both commercial and non-commercial
recreational activities take place in Ohariu Valley. Horseriding is traditionally the predominant
recreational a(tivi.'y in Ohariu Valley, and is considered by the community to be an important part of
Ohariu Valley's identity. Horseriding, walking and cycling ihnmgh the valley could be made a more
pleasant experience by improving the safety of dgf,ffrfnt roadusers in Ohariu Valley. Some of the
community believe that creating a separate lane using the unformed legal road, in order to
separate different road users could improve safety. However, the practicality of achieving such an
undertaking has been questioned.

Significant Issues Identified:
+ There is some concern that
increasing recreational
activity is resulting in more
traffic and/or greater
conflict between road users

Many in the community support commercial recreational ventures, provided such ventures are
subject to a resource consent process. Such activities may be acceptable if they do not lead to an
unacceplable increase of traffic and noise over time.
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Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the

The Community Board and the Council are in a position to facilitate and encourage vecreational use of the area and
can work on issues such as a sepavate lane for non-vehicle road wusers

City Council
Individual Responsibi]ity Individuals have a responsibility to act with respect if permitied access to private land for recreational purposes
Other

“Capital Spaces”™ — the Council’s Open Space Strategy

Te Araroa Walkway — A concept for a nationwide walkway, led by Sir Edmund Hillary amongst others. The proposed
roule for the wallway runs down Ohariu Valley Road. As the concept is developed further, this may lead lo greater
impetus for formalising a different route for pedestrians through the Valley. More information on the Te Araroa
Walkway is available on the internet at teararoa.org.nz
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Rural Area Objective 12: To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community
through co-operation between the Council and those living and working in the rural area

Ohariu Valley Commumty Response: Generally the community did not indicate any strong need for Council to support and enhance the
social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley communily. Some of the Community expressed the view that they do not consider it necessary or
appropriate for Council to inlervene in the economic needs of the Community. The Ohariu Hall is seen as a central focus of the community. This role

could be enhanced further.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has a role in fromoting community development and fostering the well-being of city vesidents generally

Advocacy and facilitation actions by
the Community Board and the City
Council

The Community Board and the Council have a key role in facilitating actions or activities that help to meet, support and
enhance the social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley community
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Rural Area Objective 13: To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

Ohariu Valley Community Response: As outlined earlier in the Plan, traffic safety is of great concern to the community. No other safety
concerns were raised by the communily.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has a duty to ensure the provision of services provides for a safe environment and also that the way in
services are provided which services are delivered is within health and safely requirements.

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | Encouraging individuals to act responsibly to improve safety for all is an imporiant role for the Community Board, the
the Community Board and the City Council and other key agencies

Council
Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to act safely and consider the safety of others in their actions

Rural Area Objective 14: To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on
rural issues

Iwi Response: The area is of high imporiance for a range of reasons and the relationship is an ongoing one, not just historic. Management of the
coast, streams and discharges to each are particular issues. Edueation is a key way in which iwi associations with the area can become more widely
known and apprecialed.

WCC Response: Ongoing consultation and strengthening of the relationship between the Council and its Treaty Partners is integral to the
sustainable management of natural and physical resources in this area. 1t is hoped ihat, through this ongoing rural community plan frrocess, an
overall appreciation for the cultural and spiritual values associated with this area is enhanced and developed further.

Proposed Methods:
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Council has a role in assisting in the dissemination of knowledge about the cultural importance of lhis area and in
the Community Board and the City reinforcing its own role as a Treaty Partner in the management of the natural and physical resources of the area
Council
District Plan Provisions The District Plan currently recognises and prrovides for sites of significance in this avea. The District Plan will be
responsive to new information that requires any changes or additions to be made
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6. Conclusion

This Community Plan has addressed a wide range of issues for Ohariu Valley, in order to tackle the needs of the area in a holistic
manner. Despite the broad scope of the plan, community attention has had a strong focus on a narrow range of issues -
predominantly related to subdivision and traffic. This may reflect the fact that, on the whole, the Ohariu Valley community is
generally happy with its area and the way it is managed.

Key proposals to address the concerns expressed by the community have been outlined in the plan. Whilst some proposals will be
initiated by Council (for example, work on District Plan amendments), other proposals are best initiated by the Makara/Ohariu
Community Board on behalf of the community. This sits well with the general trend towards greater community self-management
and decision making for areas (an example of this is the $50,000 allocated to the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to prioritise
roading works for the 2001-2002 financial year, over and above normal Council spending in this area).

The Community Plan has been particularly important in spelling out what is valued by the Ohariu Valley community, which is the
first step in determining a future vision. The vision expressed in the Community Plan will now set the platform for the future
management of the area, which will span both regulatory and non-regulatory methods.

But the implications of all this are hopefully much greater than the document you have before you in your hands. Hopefully, the
Community Planning process has allowed the Ohariu Valley community to take a look at itself, to think about what is unique and
important to the area, and to empower the community with the opportunity of strongly influencing the future of its own area.
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Appendix 1: Rural Area Objectives?

1. To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington’s rural areas through the Makara,/Oharin
Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of Rural Community Plans

2. To maintain and enhance rural character, amenity and identity for people living, working and visiting the rural area

3. To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and accommodate growth

4. To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the rural area

5. To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and land use activities
6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

7. To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

8. To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

9. To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

10.  To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
11. To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

12. Teo meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between the Council and those living and
working in the rural area

13. To meet, support and enhance the rural area’s contribution to the Wellington economy
14.  To foster a sale environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

15. To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues

* Adopted by the Council's City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.
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Makara/Ohariuv Community Plan @

The Community Plan draft has emerged from a survey of residents in Ohariu and Makara
in 2014, designed to obtain community views regarding the Makara and Ohariu area,
identifying points of difference and determining what opportunities there might be to
ensure that it remains an attractive and desirable place in which to live, work and play.

This Draft Plan proposes a number of key recommendations taken from the survey that
will assist in the ongoing development of a sustainable community. While the Plan has
no legal status, it does provide an insight on the direction both communities would like to
move,

Process

Survey (Completed)

Identified areas of importance (Done)

Draft Plan — Available for community comment
Resident meeting (s) — Discussion on Draft Plan
Changes made to Plan

Community Sign Off

Implementation

Table of Contents

Map of Area @

Vision @’ @

Community Profile

Discussion points

What is important to the communities of Makara and Ohariu? @
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Vision
We Value
Qur Environment

Its distinction from Wellington
The hills, valleys and beaches

Our History

Our farming history
Our buildings and relics from the past

Our Economy

nment 4

A place which enables people to work in Wellington or from home, and

still have access to a full range of business services
Qur Community

A community spirit

Peace and quiet where a relaxed lifestyle can be enjoyed
A safe community where people know each other

A strong connection to the land

The local population be maintained or increased in numbers

Recreation  Access to recreational opportunities in the area and in the wider

Wellington area with ease
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Community Profile

Location

Makara and Ohariu lie to the west of Wellington with a range of hills separating them
from Wellington. Access is via the Makara Hill Road from Karori, and the Ohariu
Valley Road from Johnsonville. The roads are winding and narrow, with farms and
lifestyle blocks alongside the road, and also some groupings of housing, hall and horse
recreation buildings near the crossroad of Ohariu Road and Takarau Gorge Road, and the
School, Churches and Hall at the intersection of Makara Road and South Makara Road.
Takarau Gorge Road meets the Makara Road, and the Makara Road then connects to the
Makara Beach where there is another small grouping of housing.

History

To complete
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Discussion Points
The results of the survey pointed to ten main concerns and interests

Road Safety

Transport

Subdivision

Character

Natural Environment
Pest/Weed Control
CellphonefInternet Coverage
Utilities

Windfarms

Communication

ROAD SAFETY

Road safety appeared to be the main concern for residents of both Makara and Ohariu.
Cars, heavy vehicles, cyclists, horse riders and walkers all compete on narrow winding
roads. Many road maintenance suggestions were made, (Board to look at list, identify
and request Council to make specific changes)

TRANSPORT

Road improvement and maintenance, large vehicles issues, signage, passing/stopping
bays, edges, corner straightening, speed restrictions, alternative options (Board to identify
and speak to WCC)

SUBDIVISION

Allow a managed growth which is enforced by subdivision rules which are agreed to by
residents and Council

CHARACTER/ENVIRONMENT/PEST AND WEED CONTROL

Retain and preserve the rural character, keeping it rural for the whole of Wellington.
Protecting waterways, native habitats, coast and beach, pest and weed control,
(Discussion to identify long term plan by residents and Council)

INTERNET/CELLPHONE COVERAGE
Parts of Makara (unsure if all Ohariu is acceptable) require improvement of cellphone

and broadband coverage. Reliable power and telephone lines required. Identify with
Board and set target date.
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UTILITIES
Identify water quality issues. Improve rubbish collection. Request Council to clear road
edges of rubbish/slips on a regular timetable.

WINDFARMS

No further windfarm development.

COMMUNICATION

Maintain and support both Ohariu Hall and Makara Hall, both valuable to residents for
functions and get-togethers.

Improve community email access, and local information of events.
Joint functions for Ohariu and Makara residents.
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Qualitv for Life

RAFT

-
greater WELLINGTON

REGIONAL COUNCIL

Blosecurity

Regional Possum and Predator Control Programme

What is the RPPCP?

The Regional Possum and Predator Control
Programme (RPPCP) is a Greater Wellington
Regional Council (GWRC) led pest control initiative.
The programme began in 2011 to continue possum
control in the parts of the region that were no
longer receiving control under the bovine
tuberculosis (TB) control programme. The RPPCP
now also includes areas which have never been part
of the TB control programme.

Why are possums a probiem?

Possums are a serious threat to our native forests
and economy. Possums consume large amounts of
native vegetation and predate on the eggs and
young of native birds. Possums also do considerable
damage to agricultural crops and residential gardens
and can carry bovine tuberculosis.

How are the possums controlled?

The majority of control work is undertaken with
brodifacoum poison in bait stations. These
permanently installed bait stations are serviced at
regular intervals. The service schedule is determined
by the possum population, time of the year and the
possum habitat in the area. Monitoring of possums
is undertaken to assess how successful the
programme is and to help with planning for future
control work.

Brodifacoum cereal pellets

What about other predators?

The RPPCP is currently focused on controlling
possums and maintaining their numbers at low
levels. The brodifacoum baits will also kill any rats
that feed from the bait station.

Successful predator control requires targeted
control using different traps and methods. The
RPPCP will consider controlling other predators,
such as stoats and ferrets, once the possum control
programme is established throughout the region.

RAFT
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Why should | allow the programme on
my property?

The negative impacts of possums are now well
recognised. Permanent ongoing possum control
allows vegetation and wildlife to recover and many
landowners report a considerable increase in native
birdlife following possum control.

Regular ongoing control also reduces the number of
possum carcasses and amount of toxin required to
keep possums at low levels.

Occasional night shooting or trapping will not
reduce possums to a level that allows native birds
and vegetation to recover.

Native tui in a private garden

What if | don’t want to be part of the
programme?

The RPPCP is a voluntary programme and every
eligible landowner has the choice not to take part.
Not taking part not only impacts your property but
also has consequences for your neighbours and
wider area.

Any property not in the control programme leaves a
population of possums that reinvades the
surrounding properties and has the potential to
jeopardise the success of the whole control
programme.

What do | need to do? =~

The RPPCP is being expanded through the
Wellington region as funding allows. Greater
Wellington Regional Council staff will contact
eligible property owners seeking permission to
undertake control as part of the RPPCP. No control
will be undertaken without landowner permission.

The Regional Possum and Predator Control
Programme is an important initiative for the
economy and environment of our rural
communities. It is an opportunity to protect your
property and help the return of native birds and
vegetation in the Wellington region.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE REGIONAL POSSUM AND PREDATOR CONTROL PROGRAMME CONTAC

THE BIOWORKS OFFICE.

Masterton
PO Box 41
Masterton 5840
T 06826 1520

www.gw.govt.nz

August 2015

www.gw.govt.nz
info@gw.govt.nz
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Possum and rat control using brodifacoum poison

Why is brodifacoum used for
possum and rat control?

Brodifacoum is a highly effective possum
and rat toxin. It can be used:

e to effectively control rats and possums at
the same time

s to reduce moderate possum and rat
numbers to very low levels

o for private landowners to take
responsibility for possum and rat control
on their land.

Brodifacoum bait is very unlikely to cause
bait shyness as the target animals rarely
associate poisoning symptoms with eating
the bait. This is due to the time lag between
cating a lethal dose and the onset of
symptoms (usually several days).

How is brodifacoum used?

Brodifacoum is only registered for use in bait
stations which can be placed out of reach to
non-target animals.

For control on farmland or lifestyle blocks
bait stations can be placed in bush areas and
shelterbelts. Stations should be placed
approximately 100-150 metres apart. For
smaller sections one bait station in the garden
should be sufficient for rodent and possum
control.

Bait stations hold up to 2 kg of brodifacoum
pellets. Bait stations are refilled at intervals

of two weeks up to three months, depending
on the level of possum or rat activity.

Brodifacoum can be purchased from Greater
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) or
farm supply stores without a poison licence.

Most people know brodifacoum by the brand
names of Pestoff or Talon.

When using brodifacoum remember -

o bait stations must be installed out of reach of children, pets and
stock

e warning signs must be erected at all main access points where
brodifacoum bait stations are placed.

Pestoff brodifacoum cereal baits

Risks to humans

The poison poses a low risk when used correctly. Brodifacoum is an
anti-coagulant chemical that if taken inhibits the clotting ability of
blood. A lethal dose for humans is estimated to be about 15mg of pure
brodifacoum per kg of bodyweight (National Pest Control Agencies,
2011). This equates to approximately 50kg of bait for an adult or 5kg
of bait for a toddler (several full bait stations worth).

Typical symptoms of brodifacoum poisoning include:

s  bleeding gums and excessive bleeding from minor cuts
o increased tendency to bruising
e blood in urine and faeces

Further information on brodifacoum poisoning can be
obtained from the National Poisons Centre 03 4797227

In an emergency dial 0800 764 766
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Risks to dogs

When used correctly brodifacoum poison
poses a low risk to dogs. Dogs can suffer
brodifacoum poisoning if they:

e cat the bait directly from bait stations
(more than 250g)

e scavenge several possum carcasses
containing brodifacoum

In areas controlled with brodifacoum keep
dogs under strict control and prevent them
from scavenging dead animals.

Cats are not attracted to the cereal pellets.

Treatment

If your dog eats poison or a poisoned
carcass induce vomiting with washing
soda crystals. If a pet displays the
following poisoning symptoms take it to
the nearest veterinary clinic -

+ bleeding gums

+ blood in urine and faeces
e depression

e vomiting.

Poisoned animals can be given Vitamin
K1, an effective antidote. This may need
to be administered for several weeks.

Do not rely on treatment.
Prevention is the only sure way of
protecting animals and pets from
poisoning.

Risk to livestock

Bait stations must be placed in locations
which cannot be accessed by livestock.

Livestock exposed to brodifacoum should
not be sent to slaughter, sold or eaten.

Research has shown that anticoagulant toxins

stay in the body for many months, if not
years. It is an offence to send animals for
slaughter that contain chemical residues
above prescribed limits. In the case of
poisons any detectable residue is considered
a violation. If you decide to send
contaminated livestock to the meatworks,
you must contact the Ministry of Primary

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Greater Wi
The Reg

Industries veterinarian at the processing plant before freighting the
animals.

If dairy cattle become exposed to brodifacoum, immediately notify the
dairy supply company. If deaths occur in sheep or cattle, the entire
flock or herd should be withheld for nine months.

Please notify GWRC if you suspect livestock has been exposed to
poison baits. GWRC may have to notify the Medical Officer of
Health.

Risks when harvesting feral game

Wild animals cannot be hunted commercially for consumption in
areas where poisons have been laid (including in the buffer zones)
until the specified caution period has elapsed. The buffer zones for
brodifacoum are:

* within 5 km of the poisoning area for pigs

» within 2 km of the poisoning area for other large species such as
deer.

A certified supplier cannot supply carcases taken from a brodifacoum
operational area (including the buffer zone) within three years of the
poisoning terminating. These precautions are also recommended
for recreational hunters.

Environmental effects

Brodifacoum is not soluble in water and binds strongly to soils —
making it almost immobile. It will degrade slowly in soils under
aerobic or flooded conditions and plants do not absorb it.

Research shows that brodifacoum can remain in animal livers and may
present a danger to other species through both secondary and tertiary
poisoning. The half-life of brodifacoum in possum livers is about 36
weeks.

Baits are only used in bait stations, so it is unlikely brodifacoum will
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Possum control using Cholecalciferol - Vitamin D3
poison (Decal, No Possums Gel and Feracol)

toxicity to birds, and is of low secondary poisoning

How is Cholecalciferol used? risk. It is non-persistent in livestock.

Greater Wellington uses three forms of cholecalciferol poison
for possum control; trade names — Decal, No Possums Gel and
Feracol.

Decal is in a cereal pellet form dyed green. The pellets are
cither placed loose inside a bait station and/or packaged into
plastic bags weighing 30grams placed inside a bait station. All
bait and bait stations are attached to trees, out of the reach of
domestic and farm animals. Bait weighing 30g is one lethal
dose for a possum.

Decal bait bag 30g and Decal pellets loose

Feracol is a peanut based paste bait dyed blue/green. Feracol
Defender is 100g of bait packaged into a cardboard bait
station. Feracol Strikers are 18g of Feracol packaged into a
potato starch bait station. Feracol Defenders and Strikers are
attached to trees.

No Possums Gel is a long life gel bait, dyed green, packaged
in a margarine type pottle designed to go in the No Possums
Gel bait station, which can hold up to 500g of bait.

To minimise the risk of people eating the baits accidentally,
bait stations, plastic bags, Strikers and Defenders are labelled
with a danger warning.

Cholecalciferol poison breaks down on contact with soil, light
and heat and is virtually insoluble in water. It has a low Kiwicare No Possums gel bait in bait station
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Precautions

e Do not handle bait, bait stations, or bait bags
¢ Do not handle dead possums or rats
e Keep dogs on alead at all times

¢ Do not allow dogs to scavenge animal carcasses

Warning signs will be erected at all main access points where
cholecalciferol bait stations are placed.

Danger to humans

Cholecalciferol, as with any toxic material must be handled
with care. An excessive amount of cholecalciferol is hazardous
though it is less toxic to humans than many other poisons used
for possum control.

Children should be kept away from areas where
cholecalciferol is used.

Further information can be obtained from the National Poisons
Centre, phone 03 479 7248, or in an emergency, 03 474 7000
or 0800 764 766.

Danger to dogs and cats

Cholecalciferol poison is toxic to dogs and cats. They are
susceptible to poisoning from eating baits directly. Dogs and
cats are less susceptible to poisoning from eating poisoned
carcasses as the dying possum breaks down the poison.
However, poisoned carcasses still pose a risk if a dog eats
several carcasses.

The smaller the dog, the less bait or possums it would need to
eal to be poisoned. A lethal dose for a dog is 40-80mg per kg.
This would mean a 5kg fox terrier would have to eat 25g of
cholecalciferol bait, which is one-bait bag or one and a half
strikers. The lethal dose for a 25kg huntaway is 125g of bait,
meaning it would have to eat just four bait bags or seven
strikers.

Well-fed domestic cats are unlikely to scavenge dead possums
or rats or eat the bait directly.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Greater Wellington Bi
Pest anim Pest
P O Box 40847

Upper Hutt 5140
T 04526 5327
{1 4171
W www.gw.govtnz W

Greater Wellington Biosecurity
imals

P O Box 41

Pest.animals@gw.co.nz

WWWw.gw.govinz

Poisoning symptoms

e Loss of appetite
e Weakness, nausea, vomiting
e Diarrhoea

e Increased thirst and frequent urinating

Treatment

If you suspect a dog has eaten poison or dead
animals, give it an emetic immediately (this will
cause the dog to vomit). This is not an antidote.
Take the animal to a vet immediately. A vet can
administer a special treatment to counter the
poisoning action.

Emetic

Place a lem block of washing soda (sodium
carbonate) down the back of the dog’s throat.
Allow 10 minutes after administering the washing
soda for the dog to vomit.

Further doses may be given if the first dose is not
effective. A repeat dose will not be harmful.

Washing soda (sodium carbonate) is available from
most supermarkets and grocery stores in the
washing powder aisle.

Why do we use Cholecalciferol?

Cholecalciferol in high doses acts by elevating
blood calcium levels, causing heart failure.
Possums and rodents have a low tolerance to
calcium, which makes them particularly sensitive
to this type of toxin.

Cholecalciferol 0.8% (8g per kg) or Vitamin D3
occurs naturally in sources such as fortified milk,
fish liver oils, butter, egg yolk and liver.

Animals poisoned with cholecalciferol show loss of
appetite, reduced body weight and elevated

calcium concentrations in blood and tissue.
Possums die in four to seven days.

Cholecalciferol was developed in the USA as a
rodenticide in the 1980s.

Greater Wellington is the prom
name of the Wellington Regional
Council

Publication date June 2009
Publication No. GW/BIO-G-09/153
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Makara Rural Community Plan

Executive Summary

The Plan

This plan was developed over middle to late 2001 and is about Makara - its environment, its
people and its future. It seeks to span the areas in which the Wellington City Council and the
Makara community interact in relation to service delivery, environmental management and the
manner in which the community is involved in decisions directly affecting its members and the
Makara environment. It is a non-statutory document, which means that it is guiding only and
does not override legislation or other statutory documents of the Wellington City Council such
as its Annual Plan or District Plan.

The Area

The Makara Rural Community Plan covers the rural land west of the Karori Stream and Te
Wharangi Ridge up to Takarau Gorge. It includes the settlements of Makara Village and Makara
Beach, as well as the largest landholding in Wellington, Terawhiti Station.

Significant Issues

Protection of the unique character and rural amenity of Makara was the number one issue
identified by the community. The exact nature of this character and amenity was widely
discussed, debated and passionately argued in the preparation of this document. The outcome
has been to make the maintenance and enhancement of Makara’s rural amenity the overriding
objective for the area in this community plan.

Related to the issue of amenity, the management of non-rural activities was another much
debated aspect in the evolution of this plan and it was clear that the overwhelming majority of
the community wishes to see a distinction retained between rural and non-rural activities.
Linked to this response was a high level of support for the current District Plan provisions.

Traffic safety and roading and the scope of further subdivision were less debated issues but
still featured in consultation responses. Support for a reduction in speed limits and safety
improvements on roads throughout Makara was widespread. Most within the Community
appear to favour either no further subdivision in the area or a restricted approach, similar to
the current situation.

Key Proposals

= In terms of projects, future annual plan funding could be directed toward roading safety
improvements, a gateway project for the Makara Saddle and possibly enhancement of the
role of the Makara Café as a community facility, including a playground. The Makara/Ohariu
Community Board can identify priorities and seek funding for these and other projects
through the Council's Annual Plan process

= In terms of environmental management, most of the community indicated confidence in the
current District Plan provisions

* From community feedback, the most significant effects to be avoided, remedied or mitigated
in Makara appear to be loss of rural amenity, management of streams, coastal waters and
groundwater, conflicts between road users and unsafe roads and inappropriate development
on ridgelines.

= Retain the current District Plan distinction between rural and non-rural activities
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1. Introduction

Welcome to the first rural community plan for Makara

This plan is about capturing and putting down in writing community aspirations for Makara. The exercise originated with a review of the
objectives, policies and rules guiding the management of Wellington’s rural environment through the District Plan. However, it developed
into a much more holistic look at all of the ways in which the community and Wellington City council interacts around issues within and
affecting Makara. The plan is therefore the beginning of an ongoing process to ensure this community is well represented and understood
in decision-making processes. It is not a statutory document but has a key role in assisting the Community and the Community Board to
lobby for changes to service delivery, the funding of projects through the annual plan, or request changes be made to other Council
documents such as the District Plan.

The Makara Rural Community Plan covers the rural land west of the Karori Stream and Te Wharangi Ridge up to Takarau Gorge where it
adjoins the area covered by the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan. It includes the settlements of Makara Village and Makara Beach, as
well as the largest landholding in Wellington, Terawhiti Station (see Map in Section 2).

The ideas and proposals in this document were produced through extensive consultation over the middle of 2001, and prior to that
through two written surveys in 2000. While the process has not been without its challenging moments, the Makara/Ohariu Community
Board recognises the investment that members of the Makara community have made to ensure this is their plan. The high level of
participation demonstrated a passion amongst residents for Makara. The Board would like to thank everyone, including the principal and
students at Makara Model School, for their input. It encourages people to remain involved in issues affecting the area.

Of course not every individual will agree with every statement of recommended action, and there will be those who would argue just as
passionately for methods that have been omitted. Consensus has not been possible on all issues. That is to be expected, in a community
with diverse and often strongly held views. The Community Plan does nat seek to present one strongly unified view on all issues, but
rather reflects the diversity of opinions presented throughout the process. Still, it is quite clear where there are commonly held views and
in the case of Makara this lies principally in a strong community seeking to retain Makara’s unique character.

The definition of ‘community’ was also a matter that was raised in the development of this plan. Most residents within Makara do not
regard Meridian Energy, a large landowner in the area, as part of their community. This is problematic for the Council as, in regard to
resource management processes, Meridian Energy would have standing as a landowner within this community. Therefore, it should be
clearly recognised that the content of this plan does not represent the view of Meridian Energy.
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How did this plan come about?

Community input

Community Board and Council response

Provided views on visions for the rural area and the future of subdivision
(Questionnaire in early 2000)

Formulated ‘Rural Area Objectives’ to capture the community’s visions and establish
the Community Plan process (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley and Horokiwi)

Commented on ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and the Community Plan process
{Discussion paper and questionnaire in October 2000)

Adopted revised set of ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and Community Plan process and
timetable (January 2001)

Attended “Makara community planning day” providing local responses to
the ‘Rural Area Objectives’ ( 9 June 2001)

Local Resident Workshops were held:
Rural Makara (25 June 2001)
Makara Beach (25 June 2001)
Makara Village (27 June 2001)

Summarised local community response to ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and explored ideas
for local projects and subdivision and land use management

Formulated draft Makara Rural Community Plan and released it for discussion (August
2001)

gggmented on draft Makara Rural Community Plan (August/September
1)

Considered the submissions and a revised Makara Plan — Makara,/Ohariu Community
Board decided plan did not accurately reflect community feeling and recommended
the Council not adopt it (20 September 2001). Council Committee decided to let plan
lie rather than adopt plan in its current form (26 September 2001).

After further thought and examination of the submissions the Board asked for the plan
to be revised in accordance with the community response and brought back to them
as a draft for further consideration (October 2001)

Local Body Elections 13 October 2001 — New Community Board and Council Elected

A revised Community Plan prepared

November/December 2001 - New Makara/Ohariu Community Board considered the
revised community plan, made amendments and resolved to recommend to the
Council that it adopt the community plan

The Council formally adopted the community plan on 20 February 2002

Community members can continue to discuss local issues, service delivery
and lobby for special projects with members of the Makara/Ohariu
Community Board and Councillors

Implementation of the community plan through the annual plan process, asset
management plans and the district plan

The Makara community is updated on progress in implementing its plan
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3. The Objectives for Makara

The following objectives reflect the Makara community's response to 15 rural area objectives approved by the Council® to guide
Icons(;julta;t!\ion ondrurlal area issues in four communities (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley and Horokiwi). The original 15 objectives are
isted in Appendix 1.

The feedback from the Makara community, and agreed by the Community Board, was that the original Objective 2 relating to character
and amenity, should be made the overriding and principle objective for Makara. Also, the original Objective 13 has been deleted from the
Makara Plan. Apart from Objective 1, all of the other objectives have equal weighting.

The objectives for Makara are:

1. TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR PEOPLE LIVING,
WORKING AND VISITING MAKARA (Primary Objective)

2. To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Makara through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of this Community Plan

3. To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and
accommodate growth

4. To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within Makara

5. To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of Makara's roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural
living and land use activities

6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

! Adopted at a joint meeting of the Council’s City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and
regenerating bush

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between
the Council and those living and working in the rural area

To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting Makara

To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues
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4. The Community: Past, Present and Future

The Makara area has a long and rich history of pre-European Maori associations, both for settlement and as an important transportation
route between the South Island and within the Wellington area and beyond. The strategic importance of the coastline and the visibility from
certain lookout points were of key importance for the safe and efficient movement of groups and individuals. The area is on the old
greenstone route and its coastal features still have significance for their navigational role from off shore.

The areas of Maori settlement, food gathering and burial sites are very similar to those eventually chosen by the European settlers.

Widespread clearance of vegetation and the establishment of sheep and dairy farming set the scene for the subsequent years of European
settlement. For a long time, the Makara area supplied Wellington with all of its milk requirements. Gold mining, strategic military
development and the establishment of the radio station on Quartz Hill feature in the history of the area.

Census data helps in building a demographic picture of the present resident community of Makara. Whilst the community is not particularly
diverse demographically speaking, there is diversity in the range of values and life experiences. There is also wide occupational diversity —
some farming activities are still carried out in Makara, whilst a number of residents have other professions requiring them to work in
Wellington City or elsewhere.

Makara's natural and cultural environment has been integral to the way in which each generation has viewed themselves and functioned as
a community. The present generation clearly appreciates the degree to which much of the Makara area remains ‘open’ and free of
‘development’, a distinctly rural area which provides a marked contrast to the city over the hill.

It is hoped that this plan, by encouraging community involvement in the sustainable management of the resources of Makara, will help to
ensure that future communities will be able to enjoy and value the environment provided by Makara as much as present residents do.
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5. The Community Plan

5.1EXPLANATION

Listed below is each of the Rural Area Objectives that have been agreed by the Council, and modified by the Makara Community, to guide
the development of Makara's Rural Community Plan. Under each objective is a summary of the community's interpretation and response
to the objective as it relates to Makara. This response has been integral to the identification of the significant issues facing Makara, and
the choice of methods to address these issues. Whilst there are a range of methods available, some will work better than others,
depending on the issue, and different methods might be applied at different times. The range of possible tools from which the methods
under each objective have been chosen are:

Community projects Projects or actions that have resulted from members of the community deciding to take action
independent of any external person or organisation

New Community Board/City Projects that the Board/Council advocate and there is budget available in the current/proposed
Council projects Annual Plan

The way in which City Council | Existing service provision or proposed changes address the issue of concern
services are provided

The way in which other Other organisations that provide facilities or services to the community are lobbied or encouraged

services are provided to the to provide/improve services

community

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council takes an active non-regulatory role in providing advice, advocating

education initiatives by the good practice (eg land management, riparian planting) and facilitating activities which support and

Community Board and the City | enhance the Community itself and the environment of the area

Council

District Plan Provisions Objectives, policies and rules are retained, changed or introduced into the district plan to address
the significant issues raised through the Rural Community Plan process

Individual Responsibility Individuals through their actions take responsibility for addressing the significant issues

Other In some situations, there may be a specific method to address a particular problem or issue
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Sea-weed from the beach Jessie's Leaf Dan’s Truck

* | chase a piece of kelp
from Makara beach
because | live ot the
beach, 11 has an
unusunl shape,
differont from other
sea-weed 've enten it
before just 10 see what
it tastes like

Nicky My Ribbon and Horses
Hair

* | chose a nhbon and
hair from my hoose as
my special thing from
Makara. | ride a kol »
e werkends. The
hair & from my horses
tail. I1"s curly and |
like the smeil. | won
the nbbon doing o
Jumping round.

Matt Motor-bike Handlebars

+ | do a kit of mosor cross
but | don't use these
ones now because 1 Iell
Off my bike and bent
them, | came off on 2
jump and landed
sidcways then |
bounced back up into
the air and came down
on my froet wheel. |
didin’t burt myself
much

» This is leaf off a plam
called an Acura, It s
funny shape hecawse it
hass o pointy top and
spaky sides. My dad
plantad it in the
backyard two years
a0 and now ity really
big

Ivan My Mountain-bike

* | chose my push-bike

as my spocial thing
because it s the colour
of my motor-bike. It
hiss. froet shocks,a new
scat and is g right
height. | get o ride it
1o school

Hannah A Toadstool

| chase a woadsiool
because there are lots
of thern i our
paddock. They snell
like munhroons. s
colour is orange. Me
and my brother play
syuash the wadssooks

* Last year my Pop
made me a wooden
truck. He wied mails
aoxd PV A glue wo por
W together, | play with
it at home and o
school. 1 stick dirt in
the trailer

Michelle Pine Needles

¢ They havea
disgusting smell with
& pointy end. They can
be good for steting
the fire. They are full
of sap. They don™1 fall
off in the Winter ar
sutsmn. We have lots
of them.

Sonny A Pinecone

* | chose a pmecone as
my special thing from
Makam becase it's
oo for buming on
The fire and Ihey smell
ke pine from the pine
Irees. The soeds Gl of
and they replant
themselves
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5.2 MAKARA’S RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY

Primary Objective
TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR PEOPLE
LIVING, WORKING AND VISITING MAKARA

Makara Community Response: The response from members of the Makara community during consultation resulted in overwhelming
feedback on the retention and enhancement of Makara’s distinct rural character and amenity. This feedback led to this objective becoming
the primary objective for the Makara community. The most fantastic thing was that, during consultation over mid-2001, people were
able to describe what these words meant to them and therefore paint a picture of the uniqueness of Makara. This has become a great

resource for this plan. Some of the comments include:

hA
Home, rural, open space, quiet, good
community

Quiet and The ridges — sense of place
peaceful The gorse plus bush -
atmosphere personality It has a
The roughness — natural, ~sense of
unaffected isolation in
Rural heartland The sea — rugged plus refreshing | | contrast to
to Wellington The views from hill/road - the city
City escane.
Makara = ,
countryside MAKARA'S RURAL CHARACTER,
(quiet - AMENITY AND IDENTITY
peaceful- little
road traffic)
Mat&r% Beach
= Windswept i
pebble beach. Open space, lack e
of [t)eo?cle and [t has the unique
structures

position of being
a purely rural

area so close to

a city

It is rural and

recreational

The ruggedly
beautiful coast, with
coastal views and
vistas

Farming/lifestyle community —
heading more towards lifestyle

now.

Rural, bush, sea,
horses, ruggedness,
escape

Rural atmosphere, peaceful outlook and
views, unspoilt hills and ridgelines. A
nice rural area but close to town that

should be valued highly!
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A voluntary survey was undertaken at the Makara Community Open Day on 9 June 2001 which attempted to draw out the quintessential
things about Makara that set it apart from other rural areas. These were the responses:

Question

Response

Can you describe
Makara's boundaries?

The Makara hill, The gorge road. To the coast

The rural area between Karori and Ohariu Valley

The hills { small-scale boundaries)
The sea (larger boundary)

Makara saddle ( at top of road from Karori) westward to the sea, north till get through the garage and south through Terawhiti

The Makara area includes Terawhiti and Kinooll station and extends from — Smith Bay — Takarau gorge — Makara/Wilton skyline south
between Clayton-bray land/ Watson land to coast and all between — A fantastic pristine rural area - leave it perfect!

Makara hilltop to the beach

Top of Makara hill, to beach, including Tararau Gorge

Top of Makara hill on Karori's side across to coastline — up to pylon line to Makara beach and end of Takarau Gorge

The sea, Takarau Gorge (the part that used to be unsealed), near the bottom of the Makara hill

We would describe thermn as Makara beach to Karori stream estuary

What first comes to mind,
and what symbolises the
word ‘Makara' for you?

Farming/lifestyle community — heading mare towards lifestyle now.

Rural quiet peaceful haven

Rural, bush, sea, horses, ruggedness, escape

Home; rural; open space; quiet; good community

Coast, Makara Beach

Rural heartland to Wellington City. Wellington's sunshine coast. Fishing/ Golf/ Tramping/ Fun

Depressed

Quiet, peaceful, rural.

Rural, peaceful atmosphere

Peaceful countryside

Isolation and rural views as a complete contrast to city

Makara = countryside (quiet — peaceful- lttle raod traffic)
Makara Beach = Windswept pebble beach.

Imagine the Makara’
came to life as a person.
Describe the person
(physical characteristics,
lifestyle, personality,
what's important to them,
etc).

Independent, hardy, resistant to change

Pretty laid back

Rural. Important to respect the land and sea. Self-sufficiency. Tough and able to stand up for itself. Fresh, unfancy. Open to all comers

18
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but only if they show respect and don't try to impose. Sense of history.

Freedom; friendly

Likes nature, loves the elements, likes space, loves the sea, wants peaple to live sustainable in their environment. Doesn't think people’s
needs have precedence over the needs of the land and sea/water — the health of all is intertwined. Great for sense of humour. Loves the
sound of native boarding and the sound of wind through native forest.

The rural aspects are important to “Mak”. “Mak” likes the hills as they are — the streams winding through tight gorges and open farm land
- the coastal cliffs and boulder beaches - the mile upon mile of clean ridgelines.
What other capital city in the world has these attributes? Lets keep them.

Poor — not well cared for — Simple — negative — To maintain Makara as it was 100 years ago (negative)

Laid back, easy —going.

Non showy, practical, helpful someone who wants to enhance the land around them in a natural way. A good neighbour.

Rustic, a little rough around the edges but a heart of gold

Crusty, wise, practical, pragmatic, aloof, but socially conscious/responsible, in touch with reality of the city.

What does Makara sound
like?

Soothing

The sea/the wind

Quiet

Wind and sea, oyster catchers, seagulls, kotare (kingfisher)

The babble of stream, the wind in the trees, the contented bleat of a sheep the wave wash on a gravel beach.
The odd chain saw, people laughing together. Nothing industrial.

Poor country cousin to Ohariu

Birds, animals, sound of stream running through the valley

Tui's, quietness, nature sounds

Quiet so intense it hurts your ears or animal sounds, tui, sheep, horses ducks. Rippling stream.

A valley with character

What does Makara smell
and taste like?

The sea and farming

A good roast dinner with a little bit of spice

The sea, the soil, water, freshness, like good compost!

Grassy; fresh

Seaweed, seals ( in winter)

Salt/ seaweed/ red wine/ wool/ cattle, freshly mowed grass. Clean on the palate with a lingering aftertaste.

People with negative attitudes toward development and keeping abreast of time — A few people make big noises.

Horses, sheep, fresh grass

Comfortable

Horse feed, leather, and horse sweat and poo! Grass.

What physical features of
Makara do you value the
most and why?

The hills and lack of people, the space.

The mixture of landscape

The ridges — sense of place
The gorse plus bush — personality
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The roughness — natural, unaffected
The sea - rugged plus refreshing
The views from hill/road — escape.

Rugged; Not many people except at weekends

The coastal escarpments, the beach, the views from the tops of the hill. Must admit | spend a lot of time looking out to sea as a lot of
the hinterland is grassy/ scrubby and calling out for revegetation in native forest,

The clean clear uncluttered hills. The unspoilt beaches and coast — no roads ( as to Pencarrow and Red Rocks)
There are so few such places left like this close to a major city — we must protect these elements from any development that would
erode or lose them to the people.

Countryside — Rivers- Proximity to the city

Rural atmosphere, peaceful outlook and views, unspoilt hills and ridgelines. A nice rural area but close to town that should be valued
highly!

Uniqueness of the rural aspects so close to a city.

The stream - so peaceful to watch the ducks on it. The view from British Peak. The look of the village/valley as you get to the bottom of
the hill.

Country — wild country — lack of farms and noise.

The rural landscape — pastoral land - hillsides - ridgetops — streams — few houses etc.

It is real countryside - the only real countryside with Wellington city boundaries easily accessible to all Wellingtonian's.

In what other capital city can one be in complete countryside from the city centre in about 10 minutes? Keep it that way for the future
generations.

It was suggested in one earlier version of this plan that the way of managing change in Makara was to remove the distinction between
rural and non-rural activities and rely on environmental standards through District plan rules. This suggestion was overwhelmingly rejected
by submitters in favour of the retention of the rural/non-rural distinction. One submitter wrote:

“This revised plan provides too many loopholes for industrial concerns, housing projects and the like to take hold in the
area, and once in place there would be no turning back from these encroachments on what is at present a peaceful
place to be enjoyed by all Wellingtonians”

Clearly, Makara's rural character and amenity in the eyes of residents relies upon a firm and wellunderstood basis for ensuring ‘rural’
activities are given priority over other activities.

Through submissions and discussions with Community Board members, most people felt that the way to maintain and enhance Makara's
rural character, amenity and identity was to manage population growth, land use activities and traffic growth in a similar way to the current
regime. The present controls in the District Plan requiring most new developments to be vetted through a resource consent process were
considered necessary to give the community some assurance about the nature of future change, and its potential impact on Makara's
rural character and amenity.

In terms of additional projects to enhance Makara, beautification of the Makara Saddle area, including a welcome to Makara sign (or
similar) has been suggested by residents. This could be developed in a number of ways. Other projects mentioned were regrading of the
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carpark at Makara Beach, the possibility of a children’s playground next to the café at the beach and enhancement of historic features at
the village. All of these projects would require funds which could be sought from the City Council by the Community Board.

: Significant Issues Identified

~ » The maintenance of the open character and low density rural living nature of Makara could be undermined through too much residential
development and the introduction of ‘non-rural’ activities

- » Safety improvements to the roads are needed but not to the extent that the roading takes on an urban form and character

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council can be very influential in encouraging existing and future landowners to

education initiatives by the respect Makara's character and amenity in any new development or land use change.

Community Board and the City

Council In the future, non-statutory design guidelines may assist in disseminating ideas about how new developments
should be designed to be sympathetic to the Makara environment

District Plan Provisions Overall, the current District Plan provisions are supported. However, if there are to be any future changes to

the District Plan, the distinction between rural and non-rural activities should be retained.

‘Non-rural’ activities in sensitive areas such as on ridgelines and hilltops should continue to require a
resource consent as a discretionary activity so that the potential adverse effects can be thoroughly
considered. Ideally, special recognition is sought for many of the ridgetop and hilltop features within Makara

through the District Plan.
Individual Responsibility Landowners should consult with each other when they know they may do something that will have an impact
on another’'s amenity or the wider character and amenity of the Makara area.
New Community Board/ City The Community Board will lobby for funding for projects such as improvements to the Makara Saddle,
Council Projects including signs and planting

The Community Board will also facilitate and lobby where necessary for other projects to be undertaken
within Makara that support and enhance its character
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5.3MAKARA COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE TO THE OTHER RURAL AREA

OBJECTIVES

Objective 2
To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of

Wellington's rural areas through the Makara/Ohariu Community Board, residents groups,

and through the development of rural community plans

Makara Community Response: Makara residents and landowners are passionate about their area and have been very involved in the
development of this community plan. Particular comments in response to the following question asked at the community open day (9 June
2001 )are listed below:

How can the Council encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington's rural areas?

Consult the Locals

More consultation and questionnaires

Accessible meetings

More “clinics” like this

Make meetings accessible

Schedule Community Board meetings at night — difficult to get time off work to attend daytime meeting

At present Community Board operates almost in isolation from the community it represents

Today is a good example of good consultation — Thanks to “Makara Mag” for alerting me

More of these open forums

Keep the community informed — the Makara/Ohariu community Board should have 3 members from Ohariu, 3 members from Makara,/South
Karori: Meetings should be in the evenings so that more of us are able to attend. The chairperson should be the person gaining the highest
number of votes, or a special vote for chairperson. A notice board at Makara for results of board meetings and a copy of each meeting agenda
Makara receives none of the free newspapers — Contact/Western news. It would help if we were given more information and these newspapers
could be used to foster involvement.
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Other feedback around this objective has been that individuals and groups wish to, and expect to, be involved in decision-making. The
large investment made by members of the community in the development of this community plan demonstrates a high level of interest and
concern that it is local people that have control over the future of the area.

There is not unanimity, even though the community is close. Therefore, community involvement in decision-making requires the balancing
of needs, desires and wants, and some degree of healthy debate. Respect for others’ points of view has been generally present. The
representation of Makara residents has been a theme raised in consultation and some Makara residents are interested in either a separate
residents group to the Community Board or greater representation on the Board.

Members of the community have indicated that the communication of Community Board meetings and minutes could be improved.

: Significant Issues Identified

-« Participating in decision-making processes that affect Makara or parts of it can be difficult due to lack of communication and inability to attend
N day time Community Board meetings

-« Knowledge about the Community Board and its role is sometimes deficient or misunderstood

.« Representation inequalities between Makara and Ohariu and different issues/agendas are seen as obstacles to the community Board effectively
- representing the people of Makara

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and The Community Board/Council will use opportunities to be advocates/facilitators of community decision-
education initiatives by the making in Makara

Community Board and the City

Council The possibility of holding Community Board meetings in the evenings could be investigated as a way of

making community participation easier

Agendas and Minutes of Community Board Meetings could be posted in prominent public locations
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Objective 3
To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure
are able to support and accommodate growth

Makara Community Response: The issue of further subdivision obtained a large number of responses at the open day and was much
debated in the workshops held during the development of this plan. The following questions were posed at the open day:

Can the area accommodate an increased population and more dwellings? What would be the effects on the environment and local infrastructure of
an increase in the local population and number of dwellings? Are these effects acceptable?

Responses to these questions were:

No negative

Just plain no, no, no

Progressive and reasonable development is needed and inevitable unless we wish to revert to bullock track days

Yes! Especially in Makara — better utilisation of the land in a regulated manner

Yes with a decent sized area and room for self sufficient water and sewage

To a strictly limited degree — further development within the existing rules is acceptable

Selective small dwellings — non-industrial

Possibly clear main roads but sewage and water supply issues need to be addressed

Keep it small — no increase in subdivision

Yes, but not too many — minimum land size for properties — motivated people will continue to improve Makara

Housing with appropriate acreage — so that the rural aspects of valley maintained

Yes | think it can and should accommodate an increase in dwellings & population. This should perhaps be the landowner being able to subdivide to
the contour of the land ie 10/20,/30 acre blocks this will aid the school in growth community centre etc

A gradual increase in building numbers, will allow for the gradual loss in building through deterioration — but | do think, when carefully placed, so
that the rural character of the area is not adversely affected, and streams etc. can accommodate an additional home - this is acceptable.
Because this will not be rapid growth, the roading would continue to be acceptable ... and so too, the streams, etc.

No endorsement was received from the community to the suggested change to the subdivision rules in a draft version of this plan
released in August 2001 (Minimum lot size of 40ha as a controlled activity, 8ha as a discretionary activity and all other subdivisions non-
complying). After considering the feedback from both the Makara and Ohariu Valley communities, the Community Board decided to
recommend to the Council, through this plan, that the only amendment to the rules for both Makara and Ohariu Valley be to explore
options for allowing larger landowners some limited ability to subdivide.
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Thus, the interpretation of the community response to this objective overall was that, in terms of opportunities for rural living, only a slow
rate of change should be allowed to occur in Makara. Furthermore, most existing residents considered that the current system to require
notified resource consents (in most cases) for subdivision and new housing was acceptable to achieving the wider objective relating to
rural character and amenity.

Particular areas of concern mentioned by the community regarding any future development were that water and sewage should be
managed adequately on-site and that traffic safety on the roads was monitored and improved.

Significant Issues Identified
~« Without insisting that the present low density rural living character of Makara is retained, and that a high level of control is kept over new
. residential development, the special character and amenity of the area could be lost
« Existing residents do not favour directing the demand for rural living opportunities to the existing settlements of Makara Village and Makara Beach
- and a large number prefer to only see a very small and gradual increase in new households overall

Proposed Methods:

District Plan Provisions In general, the Community Board and the Makara Community support the current objectives, policies and
rules relating to rural subdivision. The only change recommended by the Community Board is to introduce a
provision to allow farmers/larger landowners the ability to undertake a very limited level of subdivision
without necessarily having to go through a notified resource consent process. The Board has requested
that options for working through this new provision should be brought back to the community for comment
before a plan change is drafted

Rural Area Objective 4
To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the
rural area

Makara Community Response: Roading and traffic safety was one of the key issues raised by Makara residents. There have been
problems with speed and dangerous driving throughout the area and, in particular, the occurrence of irresponsible driving at Makara
Beach. The community considers that the speed limit of 100 kph is too high for much of the area, given the narrowness of much of the
roading. However, there was also a strong desire to maintain the rural character that the roads help support, rather than see the roads
upgraded to urban standards. These questions were asked at the open day to establish how people felt about the Makara roading
network:
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Are there any safety issues on the rural roads that need to be addressed? How can access to the area be made more efficient, convenient and safe?

People responded as follows:

Fence lines should be taken back to the road reserve boundary so that cyclists, pedestrians and horses can safely use the road reserve land and
be separated from the vehicle traffic

‘Quiet Roads’ (done in England) should be created — 50km speed limit and other controls to support quiet/safe rural road

Reduce speed through Makara Village — is a populated area and school and pony club.

Current limit is still too high. Open road limit past village to the beach is patently stupid and dangerous as the road is both narrow and windy - a
fatal accident is just waiting to happen

Roading standards are currently predicated on average usage. Use of Makara Rd. varies significantly between weekdays and weekends. Weekend
usage is significantly higher and is complicated by numbers of cyclists and runners who use the hill for training. A full usage survey should be
done, in the summer, to determine whether the road is safe for the larger numbers using the road

Present roads are OK for this rural area. Wider roads will only encourage higher speeds

present speed limits should be reduced

Present roading is adequate - any upgrading will encourage faster traffic

Limit heavy traffic, reduce speed limits — wish list: sufficient space for bikers, walkers, horses

Reduce speed limits

Keep roads maintained but don't make it bigger

Provide passing bays on Makara hill with signs requesting the slow cars to pull over

Reduce speed limits — 50km all the way

Ensure the roads are wide enough and the bends sufficiently straight enough to allow trucks to keep on their side of the white line
Reduce speed limit from top Makara Rd. to beach, “keep left” signs at several points

Place signs on hill advising, “keep well left"

Repair roads immediately, keep water tables clear of obstructions

Reduce speed - 50 k max.

Present roading is good, any upgrading will encourage faster traffic, passing bays need labelling

Trees overhanging entrance to South Makara Rd are very dangerous, a bad accident is waiting to happen

Reduce speed limit on road, put speed humps to slow traffic

Stock trucks should have escort over the hill to warn approaching traffic

Reduce speed through school, village area, limit heavy trucks on roads, more passing bays on hill

How can roads be adequate if there's not enough room for 2 way traffic in areas, OK for a horse and cart, upgrade required

Limit heavy vehicles, for example don't approve topsoil mining, wind farm construction

Warning signs for horses, cyclists, runners

50k speed limit — remember road is used by horse traffic, cyclists, joggers, children going to school

Concrete Power Pole 20% way up hill from cemetery entrance needs to be set back from road edge

Forestry logging trucks will pose a safety issue in the future. Needs to be considered in new applications for consent to plant forests
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Education would help to make road users aware of the restrictive nature of rural roads. People suggested that signs would help in certain
areas, including where non-residents first come into the area on the Makara Hill road. Some people mentioned a number of corners where
they considered sightlines should be improved.

Regrading of the carpark and addressing a problem with water settling on the road at Makara Beach were specific issues raised by the
Beach community. Speed in other locations, road widths, conflicts between cyclists and vehicles, and general safety improvements on the
Makara Hill Road were also mentioned. There was support for the recent clearance of roadside vegetation on the Hill Road as this had
previously been considered to be a particular danger for road users.

Significant Issues Identified

- o Speed isn't being adequately managed through current methods
- e There are growing conflicts between vehicular and non-vehicular traffic
~ e Some corners are particularly bad for sightlines and the width of the road in some places means two vehicles can sometimes not pass.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council $50,000 was allocated in the Annual Plan for the 2001-2002 financial year for roading works in Makara and
services are provided Ohariu Valley. Thereafter an annual sum of $20,000 was earmarked to be available to the community toward
roading safety improvements. The Community Board has the role of prioritising work to decide how best to

spend this sum.

Three new signs, one on the Makara Hill Road, one just prior to the Makara Village, and one coming into the
Makara Beach settlement will be erected, to encourage greater caution and reduced speed by motorists

The Council has, and will continue to, lobby LTSA for lower speed limits on roads in Makara
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Rural Area Objective 5

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic
effects arising from rural living and land use activities

Makara Community Response: Many members of the community were concerned that any further development in the rural area could
undermine safety on rural roads. Acknowledgement of the existing situation was considered to be just as important as monitoring any
growth in traffic over time. Some people pointed out that a number of activities generate traffic, not just further households, including

forestry and recreation activities. A number of people raised a concern that future tree harvesting could have quite an fmpaé:t on the
roads.
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- Significant Issues Identified
- e Thereis a concern that additional growth in rural living and some land use activities in Makara could create new safety issues and/or exacerbate
existing problems

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council is responsible for the maintenance of the road network within Makara. It will continue to address

services are provided areas where an increase or change in traffic use is addressed by employing safely measures such as the
extension of line marking, signage improvements and ongoing maintenance

Individual Responsibility Individuals should take responsibility for driving safely

Other Monitoring of traffic safety through various mechanisms including surveys and road accident records

Rural Area Objective 6
To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

Makara Community Response: The majority of the community demonstrated how much they value the undeveloped ridgelines,
landscapes and views within Makara through the development of this plan. Most people do not want to see structures and buildings
located on these features. In particular, Quartz Hill and its surroundings are highly valued and the Quartz Hill/Outlook Hill Ridge has been
identified as an important ridge within the District. Other features identified include the whole of the Te Wharangi Ridge, including Makara
Hill and British Peak®. The following questions and responses came out of the open day:

Which ridgelines, landscapes and views are important to the local community and visitors to the area? How should these be protected from
inappropriate development?

Ridges and skyline should remain free of man-made structures

Keep things as is, no more houses

No building or structures on skyline at all

Ridges and skylines should not have man made structures

Ridges and skylines must be free of man made structures — already spoiled by pylons + lines
British Peak in an unspoiled cone that must stay unspoiled

Who said ridgelines were sacrosanct?

Keep these coastal escarpments — they are truly wild places

5
~ Wellington’s Ridgetops and Hilltops: The natural and Amenity Values, prepared for wellington City Council by Boffa Miskell Limited, June 2001
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QOur cultural heritage has built on high outlooks for many 100's of years

Keep all ridges / skylines free from all buildings / structures — remove masts from Quartz Hill if now redundant

Keep ridgelines clear of man-made dominated structures

Clear skylines / ridge tops are preferable for landscape values

What is appropriate development? Need pragmatic response to opportunities and needs

We have now answered this question so many times!

The view of Makara estuary from Karori — the whole vista - all the skyline which you continue to view as well as the sea, down the road. The
landscapes from houses, from the Beach, from the Makara Walkway — from public places — and the landscapes which surround our lands. As
Meridian is an SoE (so the public is its stakeholder) — we suggest those lands , including the Telecom Village are made subject to special protection
— also British Peak — and the other ridgelines held by Meridian holding company — Probatus Investments Limited. In addition, ensure the rules
provide that man built structures on ridgetops and hilltops are non-complying activites. We have lived with these types of rule for years, and in my
experience — no application for a resource consent for a building at Makara, has yet been turned down. When people know the rules, they design
and plan accordingly — and so clearly these rules can be accommodated.

Submitters supported the current assessment of activities on ridgelines and hilltops through the District Plan or, in some cases, felt that
full protection for some of these features was needed. Makara Guardians, a group representative of the majority of residents within

Makara, advocated that activities of an industrial nature become ‘non-complying’ activities.

Significant Issues Identified

e The majority of the community has overwhelmingly said that non-rural, industrial developments are not wanted in Makara and is concerned that
changes to the District Plan might weaken the importance of the landscape features it values

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

Many influences over avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse visual effects on ridgelines can be simply
through promoting good design. This can be done in a non-regulatory way such as through publicity and
information about good design in rural areas

District Plan Provisions

The community has indicated that it prefers the way in which activities on ridgelines are currently managed
through the District Plan compared to the recommendations in the consultants report “Wellington's
Ridgetops and Hilltops” (June 2001). Makara Guardians have requested that the Plan be changed to make
structures of an industrial nature fall into the category of non-complying activities
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Rural Area Objective 7
To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

Makara Community Response: Makara landowners are already doing a lot of good work in managing their land in a sustainable manner.
Many feel that the Council and Regional Council could provide more advice and assistance with planting and pest control. This could
include financial help, support and advice.

In response to the open day question:

How can the Council support private initiatives by landowners which contribute to the sustainable management of resources?

...the following comments were received:

encourage regrowth of native forest

financial help (for example at cost, subsidised) to clear gorse, purchase native plants at cost

support and encouragement for people to plant native species

help and advice for pest control

native revegetation — Makara Mtn. Initiative is excellent example — but still heaps of goats on the hill that need controlling

back off and leave to landowners to manage their own land

we can't afford to clear big blocks of land and keep it clean — we need help or smaller blocks

loan of traps or sale at cost

pest control advocacy

appoint or name a person who landowners can contact in the first instance regarding advice on Resource Consents and other consents (Regional
/ Council overlaps)

They can simplify consent process for forestry harvesting by allowing it in the rural rules

Help the native bush grow, pest and gorse control

Progressive and reasonable growth and development needed

Encourage initiative for individual owner land use - to encourage city dwellers to visit the rural areas of Wellington

Forestry is spoiling the landscape and the ecological balance — also creating problems when milling for example heavy transport/ noise levels
Danger of fires in area and concern Forestry should be away from residents

Be prepared to be open minded

| believe the RMA specifically referred to the social and economic welfare of communities as being of utmost importance because there is no
method for compensating neighbaours for the loss in value to property as result of developments which result in loss of value. Private initiatives
which would cause harm to neighbours and the community, or which compromise important landscapes should therefore not be supported — even
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if they happen to be sustainable management of a particular resource. No one should be entitled to or encourage to desecrate or compromise
landscape which is important to those who live in the area.

Some people have pointed out that big blocks of land can be difficult and expensive to manage sustainably. Such obstacles to sustainable
management could be overcome through assistance from the Council, as well as perhaps through more lenient subdivision controls. Some
consider that limited subdivision can actually encourage the sustainable management of land, as smaller allotments are easier to manage
and maintain. Others are of the view that the Council needs to look at other ways it can support the larger landowners so they can
maintain the character created through the existence of larger farming operations.

: Significant Issues Identified
- o Sustainable management of the land in Makara means different things to different people. It can be very difficult and there is concern that there
should be as few obstacles as possible to landowners being able to manage the land in the way they wish

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role to support, through its provision of services such as infrastructure and
services are provided roading, the sustainable management of land by private landowners. It also has the role of setting a good
example in the management of its own land

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Council and Community Board will take opportunities to support and advocate for good land

by the Community Board and the | management practices by private landowners

City Council

District Plan Provisions Any future changes to the District Plan should be flexible enough to allow landowners the maximum amount
of freedom to manage the land in a sustainable way.

Individual Responsibility Landowners have an ongoing responsibility to manage the land sustainably

Rural Area Objective 8
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

Makara Community Response: In Makara, all properties collect their own water and most dispose of wastewater through septic tanks.
Rubbish is disposed of by a variety of means, but predominantly burnt, dropped off at the landfill, or collected. Surveys completed by
members of the community generally indicate satisfaction with their systems, and general satisfaction with the environmental impact of
these methods.

However, rubbish disposal has been identified as a problem at Makara Beach.
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Some ideas suggested by residents include:

e regular beach clean ups, and signs asking visitors to take their rubbish away with them

e more rubbish bins at the beach - rubbish left beside the bins is not picked up by the Council
s arubbish collection for hard refuse once a month

Significant Issues Identified

-~ e There have been problems with the discharge of effluent into waterways and this needs to be carefully monitored and remedied where necessary

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has an ongoing role in approving the design of new on-site systems and monitoring any
problems as they might arise.

Council Officers will investigate ways in which the litter and water drainage problems at Makara Beach can
be better managed

The way in which other services
are provided to the community

Private contracting of rubbish disposal is already happening but it is possible this could develop further

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

The Community Board and the Council each have a role in advocating good practices, particularly in on-site
disposal of household wastewater and in the disposal of rubbish

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan can encourage good practice through assessment criteria for the consideration of water
supply, wastewater disposal and rubbish disposal at the time of subdivision or land use consent

Individual Responsibility

Individuals need to take responsibility for ensuring the individual systems they use are environmentally
sustainable.

Other

The Regional Council has objectives, policies and rules which address discharges to land and freshwater
Building Act requirements are also relevant to the type and standard of individual schemes

Rural Area Objective 9

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous

vegetation and regenerating bush

Makara Community Response: The following questions were asked at the community open day to draw out what improving biodiversily

meant to the Makara community:

How can areas of native and regenerating vegetation be protected and enhanced? Are there any immediate threats to these areas? What is the
impact of bush regeneration on the local community? Is this acceptable?
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Gorse so ugly — gives area unloved air — but great for the regenerating bush

Also prefer to see gorse developing into bush rather than pines, pines and more pines

Possum eradication would be the obvious start

Possible regional park in Makara Area — could emphasise open landscape but important bush - WRC Management — Belmont Regional Park
Encourage replanting in gullies suitable areas

Exterminate the possums

Limit the number of feet treading on seedlings and destroying natural growth

Possum, weed and goat eradication

Support in eradicating gorse and replanting in natives (supplies at cost)

Supply rubbish tins in appropriate places so leisure bike riders can dispose of rubbish appropriately

Eradicate goats and possums — stock damage on coastal escarpments fencing?

Eradicate Possums — encourage bush regeneration on scrub areas

At present stocking rates — time will see native bush regeneration — 20 years - They are self-propagating - doing well

Gorse control, plant natives to speed regeneration - support pest control

Possum eradication with nofification in advance please

For the WCC and the Regional Council to take cognisance of their own rules - eradicate gorse

Many local people plant native bush, to augment the bush on their property. | am unaware of anyone cutting any down. Many local people wish to
encourage the native birds, and are actively planting to do so. Enforcing bush regeneration on local people would not be wise, it is likely to have
the effect of discouraging such planting. | would not like to see Quartz Hill — skyline — covered in bush - the geological landform is so impressive
and seen to its best with the current grass pasture, which is extremely fertile. Sheep farming is not necessarily bad, it can in fact be beneficial. For
instance , sheep grazing amongst the salt marsh vegetation at the Makara Stream Estuary, actually ensures that this vegetation is both enhanced
and protected. Cattle would not be of benefit here; but the local farmer knows that — and he keeps the cattle turned out. It could be helpful if the
council assisted farmers who wish to fence, to protect bush/plants - with fencing needs.

The local community contributes significantly to improving indigenous biodiversity. Many local people plant native bush to augment the
bush on their own properties and to encourage native birds. Others are wary of the mechanisms that might be employed to try and
encourage landowners to retain existing indigenous vegetation. Submitters stressed that landowners need to be consulted about any
change that might affect their ability to manage the land in their own way, including the clearance of vegetation.

Pest control was identified as a way in which indigenous biodiversity could be enhanced through pest animal and weed control. However,
pest control measures needs to be well thought out and relevant to each part of the area.

Significant Issues Identified
Opportunities to protect and enhance the health of the natural ecosystems within Makara have not always been taken up
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Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board, the
City Council and the Regional
Council

The Community Board and City Council will be strong advocates for the protection and enhancement of

regenerating bush areas by encouraging willing landowners to use measures such as fencing and

covenanting to protect native bush areas. A strategy for the regeneration of bush and streams across the

whole city has been developed and was adopted by the Council In September 2001. Specific voluntary

gct:’onslt around specific catchments such as the Makara Stream will be encouraged and supported by the
ounci

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan will only be changed where nonregulatory measures do not adequately prevent the loss of
indigenous vegetation or encourage landowners to protect and enhance regenerating bush

Assessment criteria for subdivision will address the extent to which indigenous vegetation on a site is
protected

Individual Responsibility

Everyone has a responsibility for sustaining biodiversity

Other

All tiers of Government have a role in sustaining biodiversity. Central Government has reinforced the role of
individuals and communities in taking responsibility for halting the decline in New Zealand's indigenous
biodiversity and addressing the effects of private land management on indigenous biodiversity. Further
guidance is due to come from Central Government that will have an influence over future land management
practices. The Wellington Regional Council and City Council both have a responsibility to develop and
implement mechanisms which support the health and sustainability of natural ecosystems

Rural Area Objective 10

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments

Makara Community Response: Generally, the riparian margins of the streams in Makara are not heavily vegetated, being mainly
pasture up to the stream edges. However, there is regeneration taking place in the headwaters of some of the area’s streams. Much of

the community values the natural environment of the area and is conscious of activities which can threaten coastal and riparian (or stream)

environments. Most landowners are highly aware of the role that the stream catchments play in the management of their land use
activities, and for domestic use. The significant drought in the summer of 2000/2001 placed a lot of stress on the riparian systems
within the area and some landowners had to bring in extra water. At other times, residents have pointed out the flooding risk some
properties are exposed to. Careful stream management and the activities that might threaten waterways is therefore a significant issue

for Makara.
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The following questions were asked at the community open day to draw out what this objective might mean for Makara:

How can the natural character of the streams and the coastline be preserved and enhanced? Are there any immediate threats to these
environments? Where should there be public access?

Responses to these questions were;

Please dredge the stream to create greater depth — therefore more rapid waterflow to prevent the build up of water weed
The flood plain needs to be more accurately depicted on the planning maps

Dredging as from Pony club past 600 Makara Rd. should also assist yearly flooding

Leave natural evolution to it's devices — don't interfere

Protect existing estuary at Makara Beach with parks marine reserves wildlife sanctuaries

No to marine reserve

Pest contral (possums, goats)

Fence cattle away from the streams - assist farmers with such fencing.

Further public access to the coastline via the Makara walkway - via Opau Rd.

It was generally agreed that the coast and the Makara Estuary, in particular, hold special values. The coast is ‘wild” and the estuary is
much more than a local asset, representing values of regional and sometimes national significance. However, many people criticised the
way in which the Council has sought esplanade land on other waterways in Makara at the time of subdivision. In particular, many pecple
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felt strongly about allowing public access along streams running through private property. Some members of the community pointed out
the impracticalities of setting aside land for public access reasons where alternative access existed, or where parts of streams were just
unreachable anyway.

With reference to planting, some pointed out the flooding problems created by Willow trees being planted along one section downstream
of the Makara settlement. Others are keen to be involved in the restoration of streams in the area through appropriate and well-
researched planting programmes.

Significant Issues Identified
~ o Figures obtained from Wellington Regional Council indicate that the water quality of Makara Stream is not as good as it could be. In particular
faecal coliform counts have been high in recent years. It is uncertain at this stage where the main source of such contamination is from. Potential
sources include run off from farms adjacent to the river, and discharge from septic tanks.

Note: The preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands and rivers and their pratection from inappropriate subdivision,
use and development is a matter of national importance under the Resource Management Act, as is the maintenance and enhancement of public
access to and along the coast, lakes and rivers. It is important to acknowledge that the issues in achieving these goals affect the rights of private
property owners and sometimes the ability for certain land use practices to be freely maintained. Also, as Wellington is such a hilly landscape, often
the best places for public walking tracks are along the ridges and high points. A careful and reasoned approach therefore needs to be taken by all
involved in identifying and working through the issues relating to the management of stream and coastal environments, whether for stream
enhancement, flood protection or for public access reasons.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role to manage its own operations and activities so as to preserve and enhance
services are provided the natural character of the coast and riparian environments

The Council will be proactive in developing its priorities for the management of coastal and stream
environments and discussing the development of policy with landowners

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council have an advocacy role in promoting good management around
by the Community Board and the | streams and being involved in initiatives which support the stream and coastal environments. The Bush and

City Council Stream Regeneration Plan adopted by Council (September 2001) outlines a range of non-statutory and
statutory methods to encourage sound riparian management.
District Plan Provisions The Council wishes to reduce the amount of regulation involved in the management of Makara's streams and

use advocacy and other non-regulatory methods as its primary means to ensure the natural character of
streams is safeguarded. This also applies to situations in which public access is an issue — in most cases,
the Council will seek to discuss options with willing landowners, rather than ‘take’ land as reserve. However,
the Resource Management Act requires the District Plan to stipulate rules about when esplanade reserves
(vested as Council reserve) or esplanade strips (remain in private ownership) will be sought at the time of
subdivision for public access, the protection of conservation values and/or natural hazard mitigation.
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Administration of the District Plan has suggested that the current rules should be altered to be more specific
about which streams and methods are appropriate. At present there is just a “catch-all” provision which
means that every stream in Makara is assessed for esplanade land at the time of subdivision.

Some analysis of the values of waterways in Makara has been undertaken®. This information would normally
form the basis of a change to the current District Plan provisions. However, it should be made clear that the
priorities identified in “Routes, Risks and Restoration” are not necessarily supported by the whole of the
Makara community. Therefore, at this stage it has been decided, through the Makara,/Ohariu Community
Board, that the community plan only endorse esplanade land being sought as outlined below. Otherwise, for
every other waterway in Makara, a case by case assessment should be made at the time of subdivision
where a stream is over the three metre width limit.

Esplanade provisions generally supported by the Makara Community:
Esplanade Reserves be taken on subdivision associated with the Coast and Makara Estuary for public
access and/or because of the high ecological and natural values,
Esplanade Strips be negotiated along the Makara and North Makara Streams (to the point at which the
bed narrows to three metres) for either flood protection, riparian restoration and/or the fostering of
wildlife corridors (to connect with the Wifton Bush — Ngaio Gorge corridor)

Regulation is only one tool and is only intended to support voluntary and non-regulatory methods,
advocacy and the Council and community groups doing restoration work or achieving public
access in some other way

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to ensure their actions do not pollute or damage the stream/coastal
environment
Other New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Policy Statement
Wellington Regional Coastal Plan
Wellington City Council's Bush and Stream Regeneration Plan

3 “Routes, Risks and Restoration: an assessment of riparian zones in rural areas of the Wellington City District with special reference to ecological
significance and public access linkages™, a report prepared for Wellington City Council by Anstey, C., Cosslet, C., Green W (1998)
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Rural Area Objective 11
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely
affect the environment

Makara Community Response: On the Community Planning Day, a number of ideas for rural recreational opportunities were mentioned
and comments made about existing and possible future recreational opportunities. The following questions were posed at the open day:

Are there opportunities for additional recreational activities in the area? What are the impacts of existing and possible new recreational activities on
the local community and the local environment? Are these impacts acceptable?

Responses to these questions were;

Encourage environmentally friendly uses of area — for example mountain biking, tramping, horse trekking etc.

Recreational ventures — promoted by private concerns

Rural recreational activities encouraged but with adequate / safe facilities

Off road / horse tracks

Public walking areas as opposed to mountain biking

Turn the Makara estuary into a fenced off nature reserve, do predator contral, keep cattle and sheep out / revegetate

With the increased use of South Makara Valley for recreational purposes , pooling of resources can be advantages, particularly for start-up groups
— Karori Golf Club is very willing to offer the use of its facilities which include changing, showers and catering to other groups

Upgrade Tennis courts

Yes to enhance the recreational activities throughout the area for the enjoyment of the whole of Wellington

Cycle track / bridle path to encourage walking, jogging, horse riding in safety

Tramping track from Red Rocks to Makara Beach with 2 huts on the way for overnight

A separate cycle track possible — over the hill? - to make it saver for cyclists

Yes. | believe the Terawhiti/Makara (Quartz Hill land owned presently by Meridian Energy) would be perfect for walking/biking — it was the subject
of a WRC report in the 1970s. We have been trapped by Meridian, which has locked the gates. The Makara walkway is too narrow for the
thousands of people who walk it each year. This abuts the Meridian land. Opau Road was supposed to be made available for public access —
Telecom appears to have overlooked this when it sold the Quartz Hill to Meridian. Being able to drive up to the radio station would split the traffic
currently going down to the beach. There is plenty of parking on Quartz Hill and any residents would not see the carparks. Because Quartz Hill is
a peneplain - the walkway is virtually flat — therefore all, both young and old could enjoy the wonderful views. At present, the only way to see the
views (now that Meridian has locked the gates) — is to walk up a steep climb from the beach. This will change when the Opau Road access is made
a public access by the Minister for State Owned Enterprises. Also, Terawhiti could be a working farm — subsidised by WCC — mainly visitors would
enjoy this experience (if Terawhiti was happy)

Currently, there is relatively little recreational land that is managed as formal reserve. Most public access within the area has been
facilitated through the goodwill of landowners.
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A large number of residents did not like the idea of suggesting future recreational linkages on the map that was incorporated into an
earlier draft of this plan. Whilst most Makara people recognise the value that the area has to many urban residents, formalising routes
which currently cross private land was not desired. If public bodies such as the Regional and City Councils wish to progress work on
recreational opportunities such as walking tracks in the future, the rights of private landowners should be considered first and appropriate
agreements negotiated.

: Significant Issues Identified
- e Increasing recreational use may result in more traffic and/or greater conflict between road users

e There is relatively little land in the Makara area that is formally available for public access. This may become an issue as the population changes
: and grows and time spent on leisure activities increases

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council are in a position to facilitate and encourage recreational use of the

by the Community Board and the | area, as well as take a role in any further provision for public access

City Council

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to act with respect if permitted access to private land for recreational
purposes

Other “Capital Spaces” - the Council's Open Space Strategy includes Makara as part of the ‘Rural Hinterland’ of
Wellington

Rural Area Objective 12
To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community
through co-operation between the Council and those living and working in the rural area

Makara Community Response: Many residents within the Makara area do not rely on the land to provide for their economic well being.
Many commute to jobs within the City or have alternative incomes to support some rural land uses.

Hand in hand with economic well-being is a strong community. The communities within the Makara area are quite cohesive and supportive
of actions that reinforce their identity.

Some people feel that limited improvements should be made to roads to support an anticipated increase in economic activity from
forestry production and harvesting, recreational activity and any increased residential population.
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- Significant Issues Identified
« Should owners that are struggling to make a living from their landholdings be allowed limited and controlled subdivision of their land?

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council The Council has a role in promoting community development and fostering the well-being of city residents
services are provided generally

The way in which other services Various agencies have a role in fostering new social and economic initiatives within the Makara area,

are provided to the community including tourism and recreational activities

Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council have a key role in facilitating actions or activities that help to meet,
gy thg Comlmunity Board and the | support and enhance the social and economic needs of the Makara community

ity Counci
District Plan Provisions The purpose of the District Plan is to assist the Council to promote the sustainable management of natural
and physical resources in a way, or at a rate, which enables people to provide for their social, economic and
cultural well being and for their health and safety. The process of developing this community plan has
indicated that the District Plan is seen as facilitating most of the activities that residents believe are
appropriate within the area. The Plan requires that ‘Non-Rural’ activities go through a resource consent
process and this was supported by most of the community

Rural Area Objective 13
To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

Makara Community Response: The communily response was that some general safety issues (apart from road safety) needed to be

addressed in the Makara area:

« Fire safety generally — several forest fires last summer (2000/2001) raised the issue of the dangers of fire to life and property

e Ffire safety at Makara Beach (relating to people lighting fires on the beach). Suggestions from the community to improve fire safety
included installing a portable fire pump at the beach, and the ex-fishing track being reinstated for emergency services. More signs
could also be installed on the beach to make people aware of the rules
Concern over health of children swimming in Makara Estuary where there is very poor water quality (kids have rashes)
Personal safety issues for Makara Beach residents after the Telecom pay phone was removed. Strangers have called on residents
late at night to use their phone, which is threatening for some people. Lack of cell phone coverage means people cannot rely on cell
phones. Reinstatement of the Telecom pay phone has been requested by beach residents
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Significant Issues Identified

- e Intimes of crisis, the isolation of the community can prove to be an obstacle to effective emergency management

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has a duty to ensure the provision of services provides for a safe environment and also that the
way in which services are delivered is within health and safety requirements.

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

Encouraging individuals to act responsibly to improve safety for all is an important role for the Community
Board, the Council and other key agencies. Opportunities for more signage with safety warnings for fires,
swimming etc will be explored

Individual Responsibility

Individuals have a responsibility to act safely and consider the safety of others in their actions

Rural Area Objective 14: To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work

in partnership on rural issues

Iwi Response: The area is of high importance for a range of reasons and the relationship is an ongoing one, not just historic.
Management of the coast, water and discharges to each are particular issues. Education is a key way in which iwi associations with the
area can become more widely known and appreciated.

WCC Response: Ongoing consultation and strengthening of the relationship between the Council and its Treaty Partners is integral to the
sustainable management of natural and physical resources in this area. [t is hoped that, through this ongoing rural community plan
process, an overall appreciation for the cultural and spiritual values associated with this area is enhanced and developed further.

Significant Issues Identified

- e Awareness of the cultural context and importance of the Makara area for Maori is relatively low amongst residents and other Wellingtonians

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the
City Council

The Council has a role in assisting in the dissemination of knowledge about the cultural importance of this
area and in reinforcing its own role as a Treaty Partner in the management of the natural and physical
rasources of the area

District Plan Provisions

The District Plan currently recognises and provides for sites of significance in this area. The District Plan will
be responsive to new information that requires any changes or additions to be made
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6. Conclusion

This Community Plan has sought to identify and bring together in one document, issues and action points relating to the management of
the Makara rural area. Despite the broad scope of the plan, community attention has had a strong focus on a narrow range of issues -
predominantly related to the types of activities that are appropriate in Makara, provision of community facilities, and roading and traffic
matters. On the whole, it is worth noting that many people are happy with Makara how it is and do not want to see too much change.

Key methods have been identified in this plan to address the concerns expressed by the community during the consultation on this plan.
Whilst some proposals will be initiated by Council (for example, work on District Plan amendments), other proposals are best initiated by
the Makara/Ohariu Community Board on behalf of the community. This sits well with the general trend towards greater community self-
management and decision making for areas (an example of this is the $50,000 allocated to the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to
prioritise roading works for the 2001-2002 financial year, over and above normal Council spending in this area).

The Community Plan has been particularly important in determining what is valued by the Makara community within a framework based on
the premise that the responsibility for achieving goals is shared amongst the Council, the Community Board and individual members of the
community. The vision expressed in the Community Plan will now set the platform for the future management of the area, which will span
both regulatory and non-regulatory methods.

The implications of all this are hopefully much greater than the production of this plan. The Community Planning process has allowed the
Makara community to take a look at itself, to think about what is unique and important to the area, and to empower itself to strongly
influence and have control over the future of this unique part of Wellington.
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Appendix One: Rural Area Objectives*

1.

o~ w

To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington's rural areas through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of Rural Community Plans

To maintain and enhance rural character, amenity and identity for people living, working and visiting the rural area
To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and accommodate growth
To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the rural area

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and land use
activities

6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

7. To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
8.
9

. To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

10.To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments

11.To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

12.To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between the Council and

those living and working in the rural area

13.To meet, support and enhance the rural area’s contribution to the Wellington economy

14.To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

15.To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues

" Adopted by the Gouncil’s City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.
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Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan

Executive Summary

The Plan

This plan was developed over middle to late 2001 and is about Ohariu Valley - its
environment, its people and its future. It celebrates Ohariu Valley, and outlines the
community's vision for the area. It brings together a range of methods which can address
the needs of the community - service delivery, environmental management, community
and individual decision making. The Community Plan is a non-statutory document, which
means that it is guiding only and does not override legislation or other statutory
documents of the Wellington City Council, such as its Annual Plan or District Plan.

The Area

The Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan covers the area spanning all of the land west of
the ridgeline between Kau Kau and Wellington City's boundary in the north (just south of
Colonial Knob). The southern extent of the Community Plan area is the Takarau Gorge.

Significant Issues

Subdivision was a very topical issue in the community, and residents expressed a range
of opinions on whether additional subdivision is desirable. Farmers in the Valley wished to
have the ability of some very limited subdivision to assist them in maintaining their
farming operations. Others, however, were generally opposed to further subdivision. A
few considered the rules regarding subdivision should be made a lot more flexible. In
general, however, the community were opposed to widespread "lifestyle block"
subdivision.

Traffic safety and roading was a 'burning’ issue expressed by residents in the process of
obtaining information about the environment and resources of the area. The Community
was particularly concerned about speeds on the roads in the area.

Key Proposals

* Provide for a very limited amount of additional subdivision through a change to the
District Plan. Beyond this, the current system where subdivision is subject to a very
rigorous assessment process should be retained.

®* Retain the current District Plan distinction between rural and non-rural activities

® Erect signs at the entrance to Ohariu Valley, and prior to the "Crossroads," to
encourage safer driving habits

= Annual Plan funding will be sought for a Gateway sign to be developed in consultation
with the community and iwi, to help foster the identity of Chariu Valley.

®* Ongoing discussions will be had with landowners around the issue of public access and
riparian management
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1. Introduction

Wc](:()mc to the first community plan for the Ohariu Valley rural area.

The Community Planning process was one of the most extensive community consultation exercises undertaken by the Council in association with
the Makara,/Ohariu Community Board. Its intention was to give the people of Ohariu Valley the chance to spell out the things they held to be
important about their area, and their vision for the future of that area. The Community Plan records those values and aspirations which make up
that vision, It summarises a process in which a large proportion of the community were involved, including students of Ohariu Model School
(whose wonderful mural representing the character of Ohariu Valley graces the [ront cover of the plan).

Of course not every individual will agree with every statement of recommended action, and there will be those who would argue just as
passionately for methods that have been omitted. Consensus has not been possible on all issues. That is to be expected in a community with
diverse and olten strongly held views. Nor is that necessarily a bad thing — the Community Plan is not a document set in stone, but rather a record
at a particular point in time, of an essentially dynamic process. The Community Plan does not seek to present one strongly unified world view,
but rather reflects the diversity of views presented throughout the process. However, whilst recognising this diversity, it should also be recognised
that the community did define some common goals and aspirations which were near-universally accepted. The Community Plan reflects that too.

This document sets out a plan for the future of Ohariu Valley, and the steps (both non-statutory and statutory) toward achieving that vision. It
also provides a reference point from which new ideas may evolve. The Makara/Ohariu Community Board extends its gratitude to the residents of
Ohariu Valley for their enthusiastic participation in the planning process - the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan has benefited tremendously
from the input of the area’s committed and passionate residents.

How has it all come about?

Community input Community Board and Council response

Provided views on visions for the rural area and the future of Formulated *Rural Area Objectives” that capture the community’s visions

subdivision (Questionnaire in January 2000) and the Community Plan process (South Karori, Makara, Ohariu Valley
and Horokiwi)

Commented on ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and the Community Plan Adopted revised set of ‘Rural Area Objectives’ and Community Plan

process (Discussion paper and questionnaire in October 2000) process and timetable (January 2001)

Participated in “Ohariu Valley community planning day” Listened and Summarised local community response to ‘Rural Area

providing local responses to the ‘Rural Area Objectives’ ( 10 June Objectives’ and explored ideas for subdivision and land use management

2001)

Participated in Local Resident Workshops:
Ohariu Crossroads (26 June 2001)

Ohariu Farming (9 July 2001)

Ohariu Valley Meeting (19 July 2001)

Formulated and released dratt Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan

(August 2001)
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Commented on draft Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan
(August,/September 2001)

Considered the submissions and a revised Ohariu Valley Plan —
Makara/Ohariu Community Board decided plan did not accurately reflect
community feeling and recommended the Council not adopt it (20
September 2001). Council Committee decided to let plan lie rather than
adopt plan in its current form (26 September 2001).

After further thought and examination of the submissions the Board asked
for the plan to be revised in accordance with the community response and
brought back to them as a drafi for further consideration

A revised Community Plan prepared

Local Body Elections October 2001 — New Community Board and Council
Elected

November/December 2001 - New Makara/Ohariu Community Board
considered the revised community plan, made amendments and resolved
to recommend to the Council that it adopt the community plan

The Council adopted the community plan on 20 February 2002.

Community members can continue to discuss local issues, service
delivery and lobby for special projects with members of the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board and Councillors

Implementation of the community plan through the annual plan process,
asset management plans and the district plan is commenced where
appropriate

The Board and the Council updates residents on progress in implementing
the Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan
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2. The Area — Ohariu Valley

Ohariu Valley Rural Community Plan Area
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3. The Objectives for Ohariu Valley

The Rural Area Objectives (included in their original form as Appendix One) adopted by the City Development and Business and
Environment & Recreation Committees of Council in January 2001 set the [ramework for the development of the Community Plan.
The Ohariu Valley community took ownership of these objectives, and moulded them to give expression to their own aspirations for
the future of the area. This was done through:

Prioritising the objectives, by identifying an objective which was to be the overarching principle of the Communtiy Plan
Deleting Rural Area Objective 13 as adopted by the Council Committees (see Appendix One)
Modifying the Rural Area Objectives so that they referred to Ohariu Valley rather than the more general reference to the “Rural

Area” in the original Rural Area Objectives (see Appendix One)

Objective 1 below was identified by the Community as the overarching principle which should guide Ohariu Valley’s future. Below this
primary objective are listed a range of secondary objectives, all of which are important in different ways.

1.

TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE RURAL CHARACTER, AMENITY AND IDENTITY FOR
PEOPLE LIVING, WORKING AND VISITING OHARIU VALLEY

To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Ohariu Valley through the
Makara/Ohariu Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of this Rural Community Plan

To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and
accommodate growth

To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within Ohariu Valley

To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and
land use activities

To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views
To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush
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10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely atfect the environment

To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley community through co-operation between
the Council and those living and working in Ohariu Valley

To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting Ohariu Valley

To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partmership on issues in Ohariu Valley
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4. The Community: Past, Present and Future

The Ohariu Valley area is an area of some significance for Maori, and one rich in stories. The area was important both for settlement
and as a transportation route between the South Island and within the Wellington area and beyond. The strategic importance of the
coastline and the visibility from certain lookout points were of key importance for the safe and efficient movement of groups and
individuals.

The main ambition of the early European settlers was to farm their land, but they first had to clear it of dense forest. This led to
extensive sawmilling operations in Ohariu and for many years the pioneers earned their living from the sale of logs, sawn timber, and
firewood. In 1916 the first dairy was established, and soon a number of farmers began delivering their own milk in to Wellington.
Over time, sheep farming also assumed importance in Ohariu Valley.

Farming is still an integral part of the Ohariu Valley, and in a sense dominates the landscape with its open, pastoral hill country.
Census data helps in building a demographic picture of the present resident community of Ohariu Valley. Whilst the community is
not particularly diverse demographically spedkmg, there is diversity in the range of values and life experiences. There is also wide

occupational diversity — traditional farming is still carried out in Ohariu Valley, whilst a number of residents work outside the valley.

This plan, by encouraging sustainable management of the resources of Ohariu Valley, will help to ensure that future communities
living in the area will be able to enjoy the key qualities that the present community appreciates.
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5. The Community Plan

EXPLANATION

Listed in this section is each of the Rural Area Objectives that have been agreed by the Council, the Makara/Ohariu Community
Board, and the community to apply to Ohariu Valley. Under each objectve is a summary of the community’s interpretation and
response to the objective. This response has been integral to the identification of the significant issues and potential environmental
effects of concern, and the choice of methods to address these. Whilst there are a range of methods available, some will work better
than others, depending on the issue. The range of possible tools from which the methods under each objective have been chosen

are:

Community projects

Projects or actions that have vesulled from members of the communily deciding to lake action independent of any
external person or organisalion

New Community Board/City
Council projects

Projects that the Board/Council advocate and there is budget available in the current/proposed Annual Plan

The way in which City Council
services are provided

Existing service provision or proposed changes address the issue of concern

The way in which other services are
provided to the community

Other organisations that frrovide facilities or services to the community are lobbied or encouraged to provide/improve
services

Advocacy, facilitation and education
initiatives by the Community Board
and the City Council

The Community Board/Council takes an active non-regulatory role in providing advice, advocating good practice (eg
land management, riparian planting) and facilitating activities which support and enhance the Community itself
and the environment of the area

District Plan Provisions

Objectives, policies and rules are retained, changed or introduced into the district plan which address the significant
issues raised through the Rural Community Plan frocess

Individual Responsibility

Individuals through their actions take responsibility for addressing the significant issues

Other

In some situations, there may be a specific method to address a particular problem
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THE OHARIU VALLEY COMMUNITY’S RESPONSE TO THE RURAL
AREA OBJECTIVES, SIGNIFICANT ISSUES AND PROPOSED
METHODS

Ohariu Valley Community Response: There was a great response from the community to define what rural character, amenity and identity
means in Ohariu Valley:

Clear Skylines Natural surroundings

Quiet & Serene Traditional rural NZ next to a large city (unique)

Grazing for horses/riding trails Housing in moderation (not on show but tastefully hid

Ohariu Vall
ariu Valley's \ehind trees)
Rural Character &
Mainly open rural landscape, Amenity
uncluttered by large houses

on smaller subdivided blocks

Noisy ai times
Fresh air
A farming area
An escape from urbanism and close
noisy neighbours Low levels of population and development
Rolling Hills
Peaceful sounds A quiet peaceful place where people can do their own thing without disturbing others

A voluntary survey was undertaken at the Ohariu Valley Community Open Day on 10 June 2001 which attempted to draw out the quintessential
things about Ohariu Valley that set it apart from other rural areas. These were the responses:
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Question

Response

Can you describe Ohariu’s
houndaries?

Ironside Road to Takarau. Rifle Range Road to Mt Kau Kau. Cross roads to end of Ohariu Valley Rd and Boom Rock Rd.
Including the tops of hills

See board boundaries Ohariu — Makara and rural area

Not sure

No

From top Oriental Parade Johnsonville hill to start of Takarau Gorge

Ridgeline from top of Tronside Rd to coast

Johnsonville to coast

For me it means just outside Johnsonville and to the sea, then north up the valley

Coast to city

What first comes to mind,
and what symbolises the word
‘Ohariu’ for you?

Rural retreat from the city pace!!

Unique mix of lifestyles. Diverse personalities. Strong community belief positive thinkers with good mix of for and against on
key issues which results in reasoned decision making.

Rural aspect — hills and horses (primarily horses)

Green. Trees.

Rural lifestyle; peace and quiet; driving home is like dropping at the edge of the world...

Rural life style dominated by farming activities

Home, peace, quiet

Escape from urbanism and close noisy neighbours

A traditional rural NZ landscape unique next to a large city

Space

Farming

Rolling hills, peaceful sounds, farming, horses

Home, rural community/lifestyle

Imagine that "Ohariu’ came
to life as a person. Describe
the person (physical
characteristics, litestyle,
personality, what's important
to them, etc).

Beautiful, calm, serene, green. (was) The personality is under going a distinct change with the extra traffic that is being created
by the number of road users. This could be controlled by consumer education i.e. slower driving, more concern by drivers, for
the slower paced road users. Le. walkers, cyclists, runners, horse riders etc.

Calm and peaceful; cares for the environment but also like city amenities, e.g. theatre, orchestra etc. Likes having animals
around - especially horses; like being part of a community and willing 1o participate. Understands pros and cons of rural life.

Calm; smell; gentle; quiet; green; hard working.

Egotistical with an "im alright jack’ attitude

Gentle, quiet, secure

Responsible, kind, caring, loving animals and the outdoors. Doesn’t mind the weather and the turbulent life it brings.
Hardworking and prepared to put in a lot of effort to enjoy life. Loves what ‘mother nature’ provided for us. Utilises the worlds
natural resources
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Quiet, relaxed, with business mind and family morals.

What does Ohariu sound
like?

Noisy

Horses, sheep, cattle and birds

Soft

Rural - lots ol animals etc.

Rural

Home

No sound

Rural

Open

Quiet with gentle noises, voices, animal sounds, the wind

Noisy at times (no exhaust brakes for trucks would be good)
Natural animal noises ok.

What does Ohariu smell and
taste like?

It used to smell of country. Now it is oil, petrol & smoke.
It tastes like horse shit.

Clear & sweet

Rural

Grass

Clean

Fresh

Fresh, clean, real, organic

Manure and smoke

‘What physical features of
Ohariu do you value the most

and why?

I value the rural aspect. Hills, trees, birds, animals. Housing in moderation, not on show but tastefully & discreetly hidden by
trees,

Grazing for horses; rural aspect; riding trails; proximity to Wellington.

Fresh air; calm; green; ridgelines; hills and mountains; water and streams; trees

Low levels of population and development.

Rural environment that has not been ruined by intensive rural urban development

A quiet peaceful place where I can do my own thing without annoving others or them annoying me

Free space and laid back attitudes

Mainly open rural landscape uncluttered by large houses on smaller subdivided blocks now common in other areas in region

Farming area

The beautiful skies and how much of them I see. The quiet hills, animals and space. And I love hearing all the birds in the
morning.

Clear skylines, natural surroundings. Buildings should be single level and not visually dominant.

In addition to the above, students of Ohariu Model School created a wonderful mural which depicts the character of Ohariu Valley in their eyes. This

graces the cover of the plan.
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All of the valued qualities identified above contribute to the rural character of Ohariu Valley. It is vitally important for the community that these
qualities are retained and fostered in the futiure.

How can this be done? The majority of the community believed that the currently restrictive
approach to subdivision (with perhaps some exception of very limited subdivision for larger
landowners), and the rigorous assessment process for non-rural activities, outlined in the « There is a concern that
District Plan, should be retained. Therefore, the existing District Plan distinction between rural further subdivision and new
and non-rural activilies should be retained, to give primacy to traditional rural activities, which non-rural activities could
are consistent with the rural character of Ohariu Valley. This will help ensure that any change have an adverse effect on
that may occur is gradual, and appropriate to the area. Ohariu Valley’s rural
character and amenity

Significant Issues Identified:

The community expressed the view that the Ohariu Valley area cannot be divided up into a
range of character sub areas, but rather it needs to be viewed as a whole. The “Crossroads” area,

Jor example, should not be viewed separalely from the rest of the Valley.

A welcoming sign or “Galeway” was suggested by some residenis and could be established al the
entrance to the Ohariu Valley area. This could be developed in a number of ways. A sign
welcoming visitors to Ohariu Valley, along with planting and landscaping has been suggested.
This would need to be developed in consullation with the Ohariu Valley communily and iwi.
Such a gateway could help reinforce Ohariu Valley’s identity.

Proposed Methods:

District Plan Provisions Provisions within the District Plan providing for subdivision and land use activities should be changed to allow larger
landowners the opportunity of carrying out very limited subdivision which will not have a significantly adverse effect on
the character of Ohariu Valley. Beyond this very limited frovision, no change should be made to the current situation.
The current approach of the District Plan, which distinguishes “rural” activities from “non-rural” activities, should be
retained. This is considered important by the community, as it gives primacy to traditional rural activities, and provides
some degree of certainty as to what activities can or cannot be carvied out “as of vight”.

Individual Responsibility Netghbours should consuli together when they know they may do something which will have an impact on another’s
amenity or the wider amenity of the area

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board will encourage applicants to address character and amenity issues in firoposed developments.
the Community Board and the City

Council
New Community Board/City In consultation with the community and fwi, the Council and Community Board will develop a “Gateway” concept at
Council projects the entrance to Ohariu Valley, to help reinforce Ohariu Valley’s identily
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Rural Area Objective 2
To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Ohariu

Valley through the Makara/Ohariu Community Board, residents groups, and through the
development of this rural community plan

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Ohariu Valley residents are very
interested in the future of their area and were very involved in the development of this
community plan. The Community Planning process was an inclusive one, allowing
the whole communily the opportunity of having their say on the future of Ohariu
Valley.

Significant Issues
Identified:

* There is a feeling that
Community Board
meetings are difficult
to attend, or aren’t
accessible to people

The community indicated that despite diversity, the community is generally close knit,
and not disjointed by geographical area. The community looked on the area as a
whole, and not in a segregated manner. It is important to note that the views expressed
in the formation of this plan were not always unanimous and that this is an
important aspect of the diversity within the community. Despite this, the community
made a concerted effort to work through such differences.

Some members of the community suggested that greater community involvement in
Communily Board Meelings could be facilitated.

Proposed Methods:

Advocacy, facilitation and education | The Community Board/Council will use opportunities to be advocates /facilitators of community decision-making in
initiatives by the Community Board | Ohariu Valley

and the City Council
The possibility of holding Community Board meetings in the evenings could be investigated as a way of making
community participation easier (evening meeting were trialled in February and March 2002)

Agendas and reports of Community Board Meetings could be available at locations accessible to the community
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Rural Area Objective 3: To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local
infrastructure are able to support and accommodate growth

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Responses at the Open Planning Day and
subsequent public meelings indicated there were a variely of views in the communily as to
whether greater opportunities for rural living should be provided. Larger landowners
would like the opportunily to carry out very limited subdivision without the current
obstacles of time and cost. Whilst some of the wider Ohariu Valley community
support this idea, others are generally opposed to the idea of any further rural
living being facilitated in Ohariu Valley. A few people fxprpesed the view that
Jurther subdivision is acceptable subject to a “case by case” assessment of
environmental effecis.

Significant Issues Identified:

» Providing more opportunities for
rural living could threaten the
retention of open spaces and
existing low density housing
patierns

1t became apparent in the process that the community values the open, pastoral
character of Ohariu Va!l.vv However, some considered that the maintenance of this
character is dependent on the ongoing financial abilily of larger landouwners to
maintain their farming operations.

Limiled subdivision is one means of supporting the ongoing financial viabilily Q
of large farming operations. Therefore, whilst some of the community are

opposed to any form of subdivision, limited subdivision may actually help @)

support retaining the open, rural character of the area by helping maintain

the viability of large farms.

The vast majority of the Community were strongly opposed to widespread “Lifestyle Block™ development in Ohariu Valley.

Some effort was made during the development of this plan to try and establish the basis for allowing some very limited subdivision in Ohariu Valley.
As this could not be remlwd without detailed examination of options, further consuliation should be undertaken on this issue.

Concern was expressed in the community regarding traffic safety on the voads in the area. Whilst there is concern that further subdivision may worsen

this prroblem, by increasing traffic volumes on the roads, there is also recognition that traffic effects can be generated by a range of activities, not just
rural living.
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The community appears unanimously opposed to a “Village” concept at “The Crossroads”, and do not wish to see furiher development there. This
apposition is largely based on amenity considerations, however infrastructure constraints, particularly relating to effluent disposal, have been raised
there.

Proposed Methods:
District Plan Provisions Provisions within the District Plan providing for subdivision should only be changed to allow larger landowners the

opportunity of carrying out very limited subdivision. The exact nature of any new frovision should be worked out in
association with_further community consultation.

Beyond this very limited provision, the existing frrovisions requiring a very rigorous consent process should be retained.

Rural Area Objective 4: To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the
rural area.

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Roading and traffic safety are of great
concern to the community. There have been problems with speed and dangerous
driving. The communily considers thal the speed limit of 100 kph is too high Jor the
area, given the narrouness of much of the roading. 1t is imperative for the
community that vehicular speeds on rural roads should be reduced, and that
dangerous sections of road should be betler managed.

Significant Issues raised:
Driver behaviour means there is
a danger to people and property
from excessive speed

There is a growing conflict
between vehicular and non-
vehicular traflic (such as cyclists
and horses)

A number of traffic calming measures were suggested by residents, including: lay
by areas for horse and pedestrian traffic, speed humps, and new signage.
Education would help to make road users aware of the restrictive nature of rural
roads.

New business ventures, as well as increased household numbers, have the potential to lead
to significant increases in traffic volume on Ohariu Valley Road.
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Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

$50,000 was allocated in the Annual Plan for the 2001-2002 financial year for roading works in Makara/Ohariu.
Thereafter an annual sum of $20,000 has been earmarked to be available to the commumity. The Community Board has
the opportunity to prioritise work within the community from which to spend this sum.

Two new signs, one at the entrance to Ohariu Vailey and one just prior to the Crossroads, will be erected, to encourage
greater caution by motorists

Council has, and will continue to, lobby L'TSA for lower speed limits on roads throughout Ohariu Valley
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Rural Area Objective 5: To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic
effects arising from rural living and land use activities J

Ohariu Valley Community Response: The community expressed concern that any further development in the rural area could undermine
safety on rural roads in the area. Some people in the community pointed out that a range of activities can generate significant volumes of traffic. An
equitable approach should therefore be taken o managing the traffic effects of any activity in Ohariu Valley through the District Plan.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council Extension of line marking and signage improvements
services are provided

Two new signs, one at the entrance to Ohariu Valley and one just prior to the Crossroads, will be erected, to encourage
greater caution by motorists

Council has, and will continue io, lobby LTSA for lower speed limits on roads throughout Ohariu Valley
Individual Responsibility Individuals through their actions take responsibility for driving safely
Other Monitoring of traffic safety through various mechanisms including surveys and road accident records

I Rural Area Objective 6: To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views ||

Ohariu Valley Community Response: 7here were different
views on how ridgelines should be managed within the community.
The majority of the community value undeveloped ridgelines,
landscapes and views. However, some of the community believe

ridgelines and hilltops are logical places to build.

Significant Issues Identified:
Development has the potential to

undermine the generally undeveloped
nature of Ohariu’s ridgetops
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Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | Many influences over avoiding, remedying or mitigating adverse visual effects on ridgelines can be achieved simply

the Community Board and the City | through promoting good design. This can be done in a non-regulatory way such as through publicity and information

Council about good design in rural areas. Pamphlets promoting such matiers could be produced.

District Plan Provisions Current Distriet Plan provisions seek to address the effects of development on ridgelines and hilllops. Any future changes
to these provisions must recognise and frovide for the protection of any important ridgelines and hilliops in Ohariu
Valley, in association with community consullation.

Retaining restrictive subdivision controls will limit the polential for new residential development on important ridgelines
and landscapes.

Rural Area Objective 7: To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

Ohariu Valley Community Response: People in the community have been doing good things in managing their own land in a sustainable
manner. However, some of the communily suggested a number of ways in which the City Council and Regional Council could assist private
landowners in supporting the sustainable management of their land:

*  Donating native plants to people willing to fence areas off
»  Assisting in pest control

*  Council conservation schemes

*  Having an Arbor Day

Some people suggesied that the Council could sel a belter example of managing its own land in a move suslainable manner.

Some of the community considered that further subdivision would enhance sustainable management of land. They argue that by cutting wp larger
blocks into smaller blocks, the land becomes more manageable.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role lo support the sustainable management of land by private landowners
services are provided
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Council and Community Board will take opportunities to support and advocale for good land management

the Community Board and the City | practices by private landowners. The Council will do more to lead by example in the sustainable management of ils oun
Council land.

Individual Responsibility Landowners have an ongoing responsibilily lo manage the land sustainably
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I Rural Area Objective 8: To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes ||

Ohariu Valley Community Response: In Ohariv Valley, all prroperties collect their oun water and dispose of wastewater through septic
tanks. Rubbish is mostly disposed of by burning, or dropping it off at the landfill, although some have their rubbish collected, some bury it and others
compost. Surveys completed by members of the community generally indicated satisfaction with their systems, and general satisfaction with the
environmental impact of these methods. The community expressed concern that further subdivision, particularly around the “Crossroads” area, could
adversely affect surface and groundwaler quality through increased wastewater disposal.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role in maintaining the present infrastructure
services are provided
The way in which other services | It is possible that landowners could contract their own rubbish disposal service and this would be encouraged
are provided to the community | where it would be more environmentally sustainable lo do so
Advocacy and facilitation actions | The Community Board and the Council each have a role in advocating good practices, particularly in on-site
by the Community Board and the | disposal of household wastewater and in the disposal of rubbish

City Council

Individual Responsibility Individuals need to iake responsibility for ensuring the individual systems they use are environmentally
sustainable.

Other _ The Regional Council has objectives, policies and rules which address discharges to land and freshwater

Building Act requirements are also relevant to the type and standard of individual schemes

Rural Area Objective 9: To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features,

indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Most of the Ohariu Valley area is characierised by areas of open pastoral land, with pockets of
indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush through the valley. Generally, the majority of the community did not highlight indigenous biodiversity as
a key issue.

Some of the community supported the idea of a tree planting scheme. Council could offer support and encourage people to fence off stands of native
vegelalion. A communily Arbor Day is a venture which could be investigated and supported. Council could assist further in controlling pests.
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Proposed Methods:
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board and City Council will be strong advocates for the protection and enhancement of regenerating
the Community Board, the City bush areas by encouraging willing landowners to wse measures such as fencing and covenanting to frrotect native bush
Council and the Regional Council areas. A sirategy for the regeneration of bush and streams across the whole city has been adopted by Council. This

stralegy outlines a range of non-statutory and statulory methods of encouraging bush and stream regeneration — weed
management, planting initiatives, stormwater quality and flood management, regulation, education and advocacy.
District Plan Provisions The District Plan could be changed to be more proactive in preventing the loss of indigenous vegetation and encouraging
landowners to protect and enhance regenerating bush..

Individual Responsibility Lveryone has a responsibilily for sustaining biodiversity
Other Central Government has remforeed the vole of individuals and communities in taking responsibility for halting the

decline in New Zealand's indigenous biodiversity and addressing the effects of private land management on indigenous
biodiversity. Further guidance is due to come from Central Government that will have an influence over future land
management practices

A number of Regional Council initiatives are relevant, including the Regional Pest Management Strategy.

ﬂ Rural Area Objective 10: To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments ﬂ

Ohariu Valley Community Response: Generally, the riparian margins of Ohariu
Stream and Mill Creek are not hmw'{v vegﬁtatﬂd, bemg mm'-nly pasture up to the
stream edges.

Significant Issues Identified:
= Wellington Regional Council
figures show that the water quality
of Ohariu Stream is not as good as it
could be. In particular, faccal
coliform counts are relatively high

Planting of stream edges is supported by some in the community. The
Council could encourage this through advocacy.

There was generally little discussion on public access issues along
waterways, however this is a sensitive issue that needs to be worked through
in discussion with landowners.

Note: The preservation of the natural character of the coastal envivonment, wetlands and rnvers
and their protection from inapprofmiale subdivision, use and development is a malter of
national imporlance under the Resowree Management Acl, as is the maintenance and
enhancement of public access to and along the coast, lakes and rivers. It is important to
acknowledge that the issues in achieving these goals affect the rights of private property
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owners and sometimes the ability for certain land use practices lo be freely maintained. Also, as Wellington is such a hilly landscape, often the best places for public walking tracks
are along the vidges and high points. A careful and reasoned approach therefore needs lo be laken by all involved in identifying and working through the issues relating to the
management of stream and coastal environments.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has an ongoing role lo manage ils own operations and activities so as lo preserve and enhance the natural characler of
services are provided the coast and riparian envivonments

The Council will be proactive in developing ils priorities for the management of coastal and stream environmenlts and
discussing the development of policy with landowners

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Community Board and the Council have an advocacy role in promoting good management around streams and
the Community Board and the City being involved in iniliatives which supporl the stream and coastal environoment. The Bush and Stream Regeneration

Council Plan adopted by Council (September 2001) outlines a range of non-statutory and statutory methods to encourage sound
riparian management.
District Plan Provisions The Council wishes to reduce the amount of regulation involved in the management of Ohariu Valley's streams and use

advocacy and other non-regulatory methods as its primary means to ensure the natural character of streams is
safeguarded. This also applies to situations in which public access is an issue — in most cases, the Council will seek to
discuss oplions with willing landowners, rather than “lake’ land as reserve. However, the Resource Managemenl Act
requires the District Plan to stipulate rules about when esplanade reserves (vested as Council reserve) or esplanade strips
(remain in private ounershify) will be sought at the time of subdivision for public access, the protection of conservation
values and/or natural hazard mitigation.

Administration of the District Plan has suggested that the current vules should be altered to be move specific about which
streams and methods are appropriate. At present there is just a “catch-all” provision which means that the whole of the
coast and every stream in the valley is assessed for esplanacde land at the time of subdivision.

Some analysis of the values of waterways in Ohariu Valley has been undertaken'. This information would normally
Jorm the basis of a change lo the current District Plan provisions. However, il should be made clear that the priorities
identified in “Routes, Risks and Restovation”™ are not necessarily supported by the whole of the community. Therefore, at
this stage it has been decided, through the Mahara/Ohariv Community Board, that the community plan only endorse
esplanade land being sought as outlined below. Otherwise, for every other waterway in Ohariv Valley, a case by case
assessment should be made at the time of subdivision where a stream is over the three melre width limit.

Esplanade provisions generally supported by the Ohariu Valley Community:

Esplanade Reserves be taken on subdivision associated with the Coast

Esplanade Strips should be negotiated along the short section of the Ohariu Stream between ils confluence with the
Makara Stream and Takarau Gorge to assist in floodplain management (needs to be co-ordinated with similar

! “Routes, Risks and Restoration: an assessment of riparian zones in rural areas of the Wellington City District with special reference to ecological
significance and public access linkages™, a report prepared for Wellington City Council by Anstey, C., Cosslet, C., Green W (1998)
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approach in the Makara Stream)

Regulation is only one tool and is only intended to support voluntary and non-regulatory methods, advocacy and the
Council and community groups doing restoration work or achieving public access in some other way

Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to ensure their actions do not polluie or damage the stream/coastal environment
Other New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Policy Statement

Wellington Regional Coastal Plan

Wellington City Council’s Bush and Stream Regeneration Plan

Rural Area Objective 11: To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely

affect the environment

Ohariu Valley Community Response: A range of both commercial and non-commercial
recreational activities take place in Ohariu Valley. Horseriding is traditionally the predominant
recreational a(tivi.'y in Ohariu Valley, and is considered by the community to be an important part of
Ohariu Valley's identity. Horseriding, walking and cycling ihnmgh the valley could be made a more
pleasant experience by improving the safety of dgf,ffrfnt roadusers in Ohariu Valley. Some of the
community believe that creating a separate lane using the unformed legal road, in order to
separate different road users could improve safety. However, the practicality of achieving such an
undertaking has been questioned.

Significant Issues Identified:
+ There is some concern that
increasing recreational
activity is resulting in more
traffic and/or greater
conflict between road users

Many in the community support commercial recreational ventures, provided such ventures are
subject to a resource consent process. Such activities may be acceptable if they do not lead to an
unacceplable increase of traffic and noise over time.
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Proposed Methods:

Advocacy and facilitation actions
by the Community Board and the

The Community Board and the Council are in a position to facilitate and encourage vecreational use of the area and
can work on issues such as a sepavate lane for non-vehicle road wusers

City Council
Individual Responsibi]ity Individuals have a responsibility to act with respect if permitied access to private land for recreational purposes
Other

“Capital Spaces”™ — the Council’s Open Space Strategy

Te Araroa Walkway — A concept for a nationwide walkway, led by Sir Edmund Hillary amongst others. The proposed
roule for the wallway runs down Ohariu Valley Road. As the concept is developed further, this may lead lo greater
impetus for formalising a different route for pedestrians through the Valley. More information on the Te Araroa
Walkway is available on the internet at teararoa.org.nz
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Rural Area Objective 12: To meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community
through co-operation between the Council and those living and working in the rural area

Ohariu Valley Commumty Response: Generally the community did not indicate any strong need for Council to support and enhance the
social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley communily. Some of the Community expressed the view that they do not consider it necessary or
appropriate for Council to inlervene in the economic needs of the Community. The Ohariu Hall is seen as a central focus of the community. This role

could be enhanced further.

Proposed Methods:

The way in which City Council
services are provided

The Council has a role in fromoting community development and fostering the well-being of city vesidents generally

Advocacy and facilitation actions by
the Community Board and the City
Council

The Community Board and the Council have a key role in facilitating actions or activities that help to meet, support and
enhance the social and economic needs of the Ohariu Valley community
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Rural Area Objective 13: To foster a safe environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

Ohariu Valley Community Response: As outlined earlier in the Plan, traffic safety is of great concern to the community. No other safety
concerns were raised by the communily.

Proposed Methods:
The way in which City Council The Council has a duty to ensure the provision of services provides for a safe environment and also that the way in
services are provided which services are delivered is within health and safely requirements.

Advocacy and facilitation actions by | Encouraging individuals to act responsibly to improve safety for all is an imporiant role for the Community Board, the
the Community Board and the City Council and other key agencies

Council
Individual Responsibility Individuals have a responsibility to act safely and consider the safety of others in their actions

Rural Area Objective 14: To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on
rural issues

Iwi Response: The area is of high imporiance for a range of reasons and the relationship is an ongoing one, not just historic. Management of the
coast, streams and discharges to each are particular issues. Edueation is a key way in which iwi associations with the area can become more widely
known and apprecialed.

WCC Response: Ongoing consultation and strengthening of the relationship between the Council and its Treaty Partners is integral to the
sustainable management of natural and physical resources in this area. 1t is hoped ihat, through this ongoing rural community plan frrocess, an
overall appreciation for the cultural and spiritual values associated with this area is enhanced and developed further.

Proposed Methods:
Advocacy and facilitation actions by | The Council has a role in assisting in the dissemination of knowledge about the cultural importance of lhis area and in
the Community Board and the City reinforcing its own role as a Treaty Partner in the management of the natural and physical resources of the area
Council
District Plan Provisions The District Plan currently recognises and prrovides for sites of significance in this avea. The District Plan will be
responsive to new information that requires any changes or additions to be made
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6. Conclusion

This Community Plan has addressed a wide range of issues for Ohariu Valley, in order to tackle the needs of the area in a holistic
manner. Despite the broad scope of the plan, community attention has had a strong focus on a narrow range of issues -
predominantly related to subdivision and traffic. This may reflect the fact that, on the whole, the Ohariu Valley community is
generally happy with its area and the way it is managed.

Key proposals to address the concerns expressed by the community have been outlined in the plan. Whilst some proposals will be
initiated by Council (for example, work on District Plan amendments), other proposals are best initiated by the Makara/Ohariu
Community Board on behalf of the community. This sits well with the general trend towards greater community self-management
and decision making for areas (an example of this is the $50,000 allocated to the Makara/Ohariu Community Board to prioritise
roading works for the 2001-2002 financial year, over and above normal Council spending in this area).

The Community Plan has been particularly important in spelling out what is valued by the Ohariu Valley community, which is the
first step in determining a future vision. The vision expressed in the Community Plan will now set the platform for the future
management of the area, which will span both regulatory and non-regulatory methods.

But the implications of all this are hopefully much greater than the document you have before you in your hands. Hopefully, the
Community Planning process has allowed the Ohariu Valley community to take a look at itself, to think about what is unique and
important to the area, and to empower the community with the opportunity of strongly influencing the future of its own area.
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Appendix 1: Rural Area Objectives?

1. To encourage and facilitate community involvement in decision-making for the future of Wellington’s rural areas through the Makara,/Oharin
Community Board, Resident Groups, and through the development of Rural Community Plans

2. To maintain and enhance rural character, amenity and identity for people living, working and visiting the rural area

3. To provide opportunities for rural living where the environment and the local infrastructure is able to support and accommodate growth

4. To allow for efficient, convenient and safe access for people and goods to and within the rural area

5. To monitor and, where necessary, improve the safety of rural roads to mitigate any traffic effects arising from rural living and land use activities
6. To protect important ridgelines, landscapes and views

7. To support the sustainable management of land by private landowners

8. To promote environmentally sustainable water, wastewater and rubbish disposal schemes

9. To improve indigenous biodiversity by protecting and enhancing natural features, indigenous vegetation and regenerating bush

10.  To preserve and enhance the natural character of coastal and riparian environments
11. To support a variety of high-quality rural recreational opportunities that do not adversely affect the environment

12. Teo meet, support and enhance the social and economic needs of the rural community through co-operation between the Council and those living and
working in the rural area

13. To meet, support and enhance the rural area’s contribution to the Wellington economy
14.  To foster a sale environment for those living, working and visiting the rural area

15. To promote opportunities for the Council and mana whenua to work in partnership on rural issues

* Adopted by the Council's City Development & Business and Environment & Recreation Committees in January 2001.
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Makara/Ohariuv Community Plan @

The Community Plan draft has emerged from a survey of residents in Ohariu and Makara
in 2014, designed to obtain community views regarding the Makara and Ohariu area,
identifying points of difference and determining what opportunities there might be to
ensure that it remains an attractive and desirable place in which to live, work and play.

This Draft Plan proposes a number of key recommendations taken from the survey that
will assist in the ongoing development of a sustainable community. While the Plan has
no legal status, it does provide an insight on the direction both communities would like to
move,

Process

Survey (Completed)

Identified areas of importance (Done)

Draft Plan — Available for community comment
Resident meeting (s) — Discussion on Draft Plan
Changes made to Plan

Community Sign Off

Implementation

Table of Contents

Map of Area @

Vision @’ @

Community Profile

Discussion points

What is important to the communities of Makara and Ohariu? @
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Vision
We Value
Qur Environment

Its distinction from Wellington
The hills, valleys and beaches

Our History

Our farming history
Our buildings and relics from the past

Our Economy

A place which enables people to work in Wellington or from home, and
still have access to a full range of business services

Qur Community

A community spirit

Peace and quiet where a relaxed lifestyle can be enjoyed

A safe community where people know each other

A strong connection to the land

The local population be maintained or increased in numbers

Recreation  Access to recreational opportunities in the area and in the wider
Wellington area with ease
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Community Profile

Location

Makara and Ohariu lie to the west of Wellington with a range of hills separating them
from Wellington. Access is via the Makara Hill Road from Karori, and the Ohariu
Valley Road from Johnsonville. The roads are winding and narrow, with farms and
lifestyle blocks alongside the road, and also some groupings of housing, hall and horse
recreation buildings near the crossroad of Ohariu Road and Takarau Gorge Road, and the
School, Churches and Hall at the intersection of Makara Road and South Makara Road.
Takarau Gorge Road meets the Makara Road, and the Makara Road then connects to the
Makara Beach where there is another small grouping of housing.

History

To complete
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Discussion Points
The results of the survey pointed to ten main concerns and interests

Road Safety

Transport

Subdivision

Character

Natural Environment
Pest/Weed Control
CellphonefInternet Coverage
Utilities

Windfarms

Communication

ROAD SAFETY

Road safety appeared to be the main concern for residents of both Makara and Ohariu.
Cars, heavy vehicles, cyclists, horse riders and walkers all compete on narrow winding
roads. Many road maintenance suggestions were made, (Board to look at list, identify
and request Council to make specific changes)

TRANSPORT

Road improvement and maintenance, large vehicles issues, signage, passing/stopping
bays, edges, corner straightening, speed restrictions, alternative options (Board to identify
and speak to WCC)

SUBDIVISION

Allow a managed growth which is enforced by subdivision rules which are agreed to by
residents and Council

CHARACTER/ENVIRONMENT/PEST AND WEED CONTROL

Retain and preserve the rural character, keeping it rural for the whole of Wellington.
Protecting waterways, native habitats, coast and beach, pest and weed control,
(Discussion to identify long term plan by residents and Council)

INTERNET/CELLPHONE COVERAGE

Parts of Makara (unsure if all Ohariu is acceptable) require improvement of cellphone
and broadband coverage. Reliable power and telephone lines required. Identify with
Board and set target date.
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UTILITIES
Identify water quality issues. Improve rubbish collection. Request Council to clear road
edges of rubbish/slips on a regular timetable.

WINDFARMS

No further windfarm development.

COMMUNICATION

Maintain and support both Ohariu Hall and Makara Hall, both valuable to residents for
functions and get-togethers.

Improve community email access, and local information of events.
Joint functions for Ohariu and Makara residents.




