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JULY
1.

Purpose of Report

This report provides information on the 2013 Valuing Nature: the economy and
the environment, to be held in Wellington from 09 – 10 July 2013, and to seek
approval for Cr Andy Foster to attend this conference.

2.

Recommendations

Officers recommend that the Strategy and Policy Committee:
1.

Receive the information.

2.

Approve the attendance of Cr Andy Foster at 2013 Valuing Nature: the
economy and the environment conference to be held in Wellington from 9
– 10 July and that the costs associated with attending the conference be
met from the Elected Members’ budget (GVEM01).

3.

Note that a report back on the conference will be presented to the
Strategy and Policy Committee in accordance with Council policy.

3.

Discussion

This conference is organised jointly by the New Zealand Government Natural
Resources Sector and Victoria University of Wellington, in association with the
Sustainable Business Council.
This conference explores the new vision for biodiversity that is emerging
globally, one that calls for wider recognition of nature’s contribution to our
livelihoods, health, security and prosperity. It focuses on the value of natural
capital and ecosystem services in the mainstream of both public and private
decision-making.
The Mayor has also been invited to participate in the programme.
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Keynote speakers are:
Professor Charles Daugherty – Assistant Vice Chancellor (Research),
Victoria University of Wellington
Charles Daugherty is Professor of Ecology and Assistant Vice-Chancellor
(Research) at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. He has been
Director of the Allan Wilson Centre for Molecular Ecology and Evolution, a New
Zealand Centre of Research Excellence (CoRE).
Pavan Sukhdev – Study Leader, The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity (TEEB)
Pavan Sukhdev is Founder-CEO of GIST Advisory, a specialist consulting firm
which helps governments and corporations discover, measure, value, and
manage their impacts on natural and human capital.
Marlene Laros – Advisor, Policy and Strategy, ICLEI – Local
Governments for Sustainability, Africa
Marlene Laros has worked in research, advocacy, and consulting contexts in
southern Africa over the past 18 years.
Professor Sir Robert Watson CMG FRS – Director for Strategic
Development at the Tyndall Centre, University of East Anglia, UK
Sir Robert held previous positions with NASA, as Director and Chief Scientist in
the Office of Mission to Planet Earth; science and technology policy adviser to
the Clinton White House as Associate Director for Environment, and for the
World Bank as Chief Scientist and Senior Adviser for Sustainable Development.
James Griffiths – Managing Director Natural Capital, World
Business Council for Sustainable Development
James has worked in the public and private sectors, operating at both national
and international levels, as a government regulator; industrial policy and
international trade advisor. For the past 10 years he has been a business sector
advocate on sustainable development.
A copy of the full programme is attached as Appendix One to this report.
3.1 Considerations
When deciding whether elected members should attend this conference,
consideration should be given to:




the cost; and
the impact of attendance on the budget; and
other conferences elected members may wish to attend later in the
financial year.
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The approximate cost of attendance is detailed as follows:
Item
Registration

Cost
$695.00

The costs incurred will be met from the elected members’ conference fees, travel
and accommodation budget (GVEM01).

4.

Conclusion

A decision is required from Strategy and Policy Committee which has the
delegation to approve domestic conferences and seminars.

Contact Officer: Anusha Guler, Manager, Democratic Services – Democratic
Services
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