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Have your say! 
You can make a short presentation to the Councillors at this meeting. Please let us know by noon the working day 
before the meeting. You can do this either by phoning 04-803-8334, emailing public.participation@wcc.govt.nz or 
writing to Democracy Services, Wellington City Council, PO Box 2199, Wellington, giving your name, phone 
number, and the issue you would like to talk about. All Council and committee meetings are livestreamed on our 
YouTube page. This includes any public participation at the meeting.  
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AREA OF FOCUS 
The Regulatory Processes Committee has responsibility for overseeing the Council’s 
regulatory functions, including responsibility for: 

• Approving the list of Resource Management Act Commissioners and the associated 
Appointment Guidelines 

• Objections to classifications under the Dog Control Act 

• Fencing of swimming pools 

• Road stopping 

• Naming places in accordance with the Naming Policy, except for significant naming 
decisions, which are considered by the Strategy and Policy Committee.  

• Traffic resolutions which are not considered by the Strategy and Policy Committee. 

• Suburb boundaries 

• Development Contributions remissions. 

• Approving leases pursuant to Council policies. 

To read the full delegations of this Committee, please visit wellington.govt.nz/meetings. 
 
Quorum:  4 members 
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1. Meeting Conduct 
 

 

1.1 Karakia 

The Chairperson will open the meeting with a karakia. 

Whakataka te hau ki te uru, 

Whakataka te hau ki te tonga. 

Kia mākinakina ki uta, 

Kia mātaratara ki tai. 

E hī ake ana te atākura. 

He tio, he huka, he hauhū. 

Tihei Mauri Ora! 

Cease oh winds of the west  

and of the south  

Let the bracing breezes flow,  

over the land and the sea. 

Let the red-tipped dawn come  

with a sharpened edge, a touch of frost, 

a promise of a glorious day  

At the appropriate time, the following karakia will be read to close the meeting. 

Unuhia, unuhia, unuhia ki te uru tapu nui  

Kia wātea, kia māmā, te ngākau, te tinana, 
te wairua  

I te ara takatū  

Koia rā e Rongo, whakairia ake ki runga 

Kia wātea, kia wātea 

Āe rā, kua wātea! 

Draw on, draw on 

Draw on the supreme sacredness 

To clear, to free the heart, the body 

and the spirit of mankind 

Oh Rongo, above (symbol of peace) 

Let this all be done in unity 

 

 

1.2 Apologies 

The Chairperson invites notice from members of apologies, including apologies for lateness 

and early departure from the meeting, where leave of absence has not previously been 

granted. 

 

1.3 Conflict of Interest Declarations 

Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 

a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest 

they might have. 

 

1.4 Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 8 September 2021 will be put to the Pūroro Hātepe | 
Regulatory Processes Committee for confirmation.  
 

1.5 Items not on the Agenda 

The Chairperson will give notice of items not on the agenda as follows. 

Matters Requiring Urgent Attention as Determined by Resolution of the Pūroro Hātepe 
| Regulatory Processes Committee. 

The Chairperson shall state to the meeting: 
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1. The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 

2. The reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting. 

The item may be allowed onto the agenda by resolution of the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory 

Processes Committee. 

Minor Matters relating to the General Business of the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory 
Processes Committee. 

The Chairperson shall state to the meeting that the item will be discussed, but no resolution, 

decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to refer it to a 

subsequent meeting of the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory Processes Committee for further 

discussion. 

 

1.6 Public Participation 

A maximum of 60 minutes is set aside for public participation at the commencement of any 

meeting of the Council or committee that is open to the public.  Under Standing Order 31.2 a 

written, oral or electronic application to address the meeting setting forth the subject, is 

required to be lodged with the Chief Executive by 12.00 noon of the working day prior to the 

meeting concerned, and subsequently approved by the Chairperson. 

Requests for public participation can be sent by email to public.participation@wcc.govt.nz, by 

post to Democracy Services, Wellington City Council, PO Box 2199, Wellington, or by phone 

at 04 803 8334, giving the requester’s name, phone number and the issue to be raised. 
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2. General Business 
 

 

 

OBJECTION TO A CLASSIFICATION UNDER THE DOG 

CONTROL ACT 1996 
 
 

Purpose 

1. This report asks the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory Processes Committee to determine 
whether to uphold or rescind a classification as a menacing dog under the Dog Control 
Act 1996 (the Act).  

Summary 

2. Under the Act, Council may classify dogs as dangerous (section 31) or menacing 
(section 33A).  

3. Council’s Public Health team has classified a dog as menacing and the dog owner has 
objected to this classification.  

4. Both parties have submitted evidence, which is attached to this report.  

5. This committee must determine whether to uphold or recind the original classification 
as a menacing dog.  

Recommendation/s 

That the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory Processes Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note: 
a. the evidence which formed the basis for the classification 
b. any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 

animals 
c. the matters relied on in support of the objection 
d. any other relevant matters 

3. Agree to uphold the classification as a menacing dog OR 

Agree to revoke the classification as a menacing dog. 

4. Delegate to the chairperson of the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory Processes Committee: 
the authority to issue a written decision, which will be sent to all parties and attached to 
the minutes of this meeting.  
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Background 

6. Under the Act, Council may classify dogs as dangerous (section 31) or menacing 
(section 33A).  

7. Council may classify a dog as menacing if it has not been classified as dangerous, but 
considers that the dog may pose a threat to to any person, stock, poultry, domestic 
animal, or protected wildlife because of: 

• Any observed or reported behaviour of the dog, or 

• Any characteristics typically associated with the dog’s breed or type.  

8. If a dog is classified as a dangerous or menacing dog then the dog owner has the right 
under section 33B of the Act to object to the classification and has the right to be heard 
in support of the objection.  

9. At Wellington City Council, the Pūroro Hātepe | Regulatory Processes Committee has 
the delegation to hear objections to classifications under the Act.  

10. The only decision that the committee can make is to uphold or recind the original 
classification. The committee cannot propose any further restrictions on the dog or dog 
owner and cannot classify the dog as a dangerous dog.  

11. When making it’s decision, the Act requires the committee to have regard for the 
following four factors: 

• The evidence which formed the basis for the classification 

• Any steps taken by the owner to prevent any threat to the safety of persons or 
animals 

• The matters relied on in support of the objection 

• Any other relevant matters 

12. If a dog is classified as a menacing dog then the owner of the dog: 

• must not allow the dog to be at large or in any public place or in any private way, 
except when confined completely within a vehicle or cage, without being muzzled 
in such a manner as to prevent the dog from biting but to allow it to breathe and 
drink without obstruction; and 

• must, if required by the territorial authority, within 1 month after receipt of notice 
of the classification, produce to the territorial authority a certificate issued by a 
veterinarian certifying— 

o that the dog is or has been neutered; or 

o that for reasons that are specified in the certificate, the dog will not be 

in a fit condition to be neutered before a date specified in the 
certificate; and 

• must, if a certificate stating that the dog is not in a fit condition to be neutered is 
produced to the territorial authority, produce to the territorial authority, within 1 
month after the date specified in that certificate, a further certificate under 
paragraph that the dog is or has been neutered. 

13. Any classification as a menacing dog is in force throughout New Zealand.  

14. If the dog owner fails to comply with the above conditions, they would be in breach of 
the Act and could face a fine of up to $3,000. Additionally, if the dog owner fails to 
comply with the above conditions, a dog control officer or dog ranger may sieze and 
remove the dog concerned from the person’s posession and retain custody of the dog 
until they are satisfied that the conditions will be complied with, or until the dog is 
destroyed in accordance with section 71A of the Act..   
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Discussion 

15. Council’s Public Health team has classified a dog as menacing and the dog owner has 
objected to this classification.  

16. Both parties were asked to submit evidence, which has been attached to this report.  

17. The committee will sit in a quasi-judicial capacity for this hearing. The meeting will 
proceed as follows: 

• The WCC Public Health team will present their evidence and any witnesses and 
answer any questions from committee members.  

• The dog owner will present their evidence and any witnesses and answer any 
questions from committee members.  

• The WCC Public Health team will have the opportunity to respond to the dog 
owner’s case.  

• The dog owner will have the opportunity to respond to the WCC Public Health 
team’s case.  

18. No cross-examination of one party by the other will be permitted.  

19. Following hearing from both parties, the committee will adjourn to deliberate on the 
matter. The deliberations will take place with the public and both parties excluded but 
will be minuted in detail. These minutes will form the basis of the determination issued 
by the chairperson.  

20. Following the deliberations, the committee will reconvene, and a motion will be moved, 
seconded, debated, and voted on. Standard committee procedures for debate and 
voting will be used. The vote will be by simple majority. 

21. Following the meeting, the chairperson will issue a determination which will be attached 
to the standard meeting minutes.  

Options 

22. The committee can uphold or rescind the original classification as a menacing dog.  

23. The committee cannot propose any further restrictions on the dog or dog owner and 
cannot classify the dog as a dangerous dog. 

 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Evidence Provided - Bryan Tressider ⇩  Page 11 

Attachment 2. Evidence Provided - WCC Public Health ⇩  Page 41 

  
 

Author Sean Johnson, Senior Democracy Advisor  

Authoriser Jennifer Parker, Democracy Services Manager 
Liam Hodgetts, Chief Planning Officer  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Engagement and Consultation 

Not applicable. 

Treaty of Waitangi considerations 

Not applicable. 

Financial implications 

Not applicable. 

Policy and legislative implications 

The decision to uphold or recind a classification as a menacing dog will be in accordance 
with the Dog Control Act 1996.  

Risks / legal  

As noted in the paper, objections to classifications a menacing dogs are a right under the 
Dog Control Act 1996. This paper gives effect to that right.  

Climate Change impact and considerations 

Not applicable. 

Communications Plan 

Not applicable.  

Health and Safety Impact considered 

Dogs can be classed as menacing if they pose a risk to the public as identified in the Act. 
The committee must determine whether to uphold or recind an existing classification as a 
menacing dog.   
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