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AREA OF FOCUS 

The Governance, Finance and Planning Committee is responsible for long-term planning, 
setting the strategic direction for the city, agreeing outcomes, priorities, performance 
frameworks and annual budgets.  The Committee is responsible for the long-term plan, 
annual plan, annual report, and quarterly reports.  The Committee also makes sure residents 
are kept informed about what the Council is doing, are able to have their say, and feel 
confident that their views count. 

Quorum:  8 members 
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1 Meeting Conduct 
 
1. 1 Apologies 
The Chairperson invites notice from members of apologies, including apologies for lateness 
and early departure from the meeting, where leave of absence has not previously been 
granted. 
 
1. 2 Conflict of Interest Declarations 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when 
a conflict arises between their role as a member and any private or other external interest 
they might have. 
 
1. 3 Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 May 2015 will be put to the Governance, Finance and 
Planning Committee for confirmation.  
 
1. 4 Public Participation 
A maximum of 60 minutes is set aside for public participation at the commencement of any 
meeting of the Council or committee that is open to the public.  Under Standing Order 3.23.3 
a written, oral or electronic application to address the meeting setting forth the subject, is 
required to be lodged with the Chief Executive by 12.00 noon of the working day prior to the 
meeting concerned, and subsequently approved by the Chairperson. 

 
1. 5 Items not on the Agenda 
The Chairperson will give notice of items not on the agenda as follows: 
 
Matters Requiring Urgent Attention as Determined by Resolution of the Governance, 
Finance and Planning Committee. 
1. The reason why the item is not on the agenda; and 
2. The reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting. 
 
Minor Matters relating to the General Business of the Governance, Finance and 
Planning Committee. 
No resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to 
refer it to a subsequent meeting of the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee for 
further discussion. 
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2. General Business 
 
 

WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL RULES REDUCTION TASKFORCE 
SUBMISSION 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report seeks Committee approval of the Council’s Rules Reduction Taskforce 

submission. 

Summary 
2. The Rules Reduction Taskforce is producing a report for the Minister of Local 

Government advising on high-value opportunities to address the regulatory frustrations 
of property owners.  

3. The Taskforce’s stated interest is housing and property rules and this is a ‘wide net’. 
However local government administers a swathe of rules and regulations mandated by 
Central Government.  

4. In addition to providing specific examples where we think we could improve the level of 
service provided to the public, our proposed submission also highlights opportunities 
for the Government to work more closely with Wellington City Council, and to work with 
us to put customers and frontline staff first.  

5. Many of the points made in our proposed submission are echoed in the submission 
made by Local Government New Zealand.  

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Approve the Council’s submission (Attachment 1) to the Rules Reduction Taskforce. 

3. Agree to delegate to the Chair of the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee, 
the authority to amend the submission to include any amendments agreed by the 
Committee and any associated minor consequential edits. 

 
Next Actions 

6. When approved, we will send the submission to the Taskforce. 

7. Officers are meeting with the Taskforce to discuss the submission’s key points and 
have requested from them any questions that they wish to raise with the Council. 

 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Proposed Submission to the Rules Reduction Taskforce   Page 9
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Authors Gunther Wild, Manager Policy and Reporting 
Geoff Lawson, Principal Programme Adv, Policy 
Nigel Taptiklis, Senior Policy Advisor  

Authoriser John McGrath, Acting Director Strategy and External Relations  
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2015/16 FORWARD WORK PROGRAMME 

Purpose 
1. This report seeks the Committee’s agreement to the proposed 2015/16 Committee

Forward Work Programme.

Summary 
2. The Council requires a draft policy programme to give certainty and transparency to

policy delivery to committees and to enable resource allocation and policy planning
amongst Council officers.

3. The proposed forward work programme covers a full range of policy related work from
across the Council while also allowing for the capacity to respond to any threats and
opportunities and deal with statutory and regulatory obligations imposed by Central
Government over the course of the year.

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information.

2. Agree to the 2015/16 Forward Work Programme (Attachment One).

3. Agree to delegate to the Chair of the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee,
the authority to amend the forward work programme to include any amendments
agreed by the Committee and any associated minor consequential edits.

4. Note that given resourcing constraints, significant changes to the work programme
would almost certainly require removing or reprioritising other items.

Discussion 
4. The proposed 2015/16 Forward Work Programme (see Attachment One) covers a

large number of matters for elected members’ consideration.

5. It contains a number of major focus areas for 2015/16 which generally reflect the key
themes established in the draft 2015-25 Long-term Plan.   The major focus areas are:
 Implementing the Long-term Plan
 Governance of the Council’s economic development agenda (including

advancing the 8 Big ideas) 
 Advancing major transport initiatives/investments
 Improving the City’s resilience, especially economic resilience, and responding to

climate-driven change 

6. In addition, there are important and substantive areas of on-going work, including:
 Social Housing
 Housing and land supply
 Community related matters
 Environment, open space and recreation related matters
 Heritage and location specific improvement matters
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 Scheduled reviews and matters that must be addressed as they are legal
requirements or agreed areas of work. 

 Submissions on notable issues

7. Many of the matters identified in the programme will require decisions.  There are also
a number of governance/oversight matters identified that may not necessarily require a
decision to be made by the Committee.

8. Once agreed, it is expected that the Work Programme, along with “business-as-usual”
matters (for example traffic resolutions and property matters), will set Committees’
agendas over the coming year.

9. An important additional function that the policy and reporting team provides is to
forward scan for upcoming policy opportunities and issues and report them back to
relevant Committees and/or Council, along with proposed solutions, as appropriate.

10. To this end the programme presented in Attachment One is not ‘set in stone’. It is a
dynamic and ‘living’ programme that must have the flexibility to respond to any
opportunity and/or obligation that arises during the course of the year. Given resourcing
constraints, significant changes to the work programme would almost certainly require
removing or reprioritising other items.

11. Where the policy and reporting team is not leading a specific project, policy and
reporting team support will be made available for peer review, quality assurance and
general policy advice expertise, as requested.

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Proposed Committee Work Programme (from 1 July 2015 to 

30 June 2016)   
Page 19

Author Gunther Wild, Manager Policy and Reporting  
Authoriser John McGrath, Acting Director Strategy and External Relations  
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REPORT BACK ON MAYORAL TRAVEL TO HANOI, XIAMEN 
AND TAIPEI AND REPORT ON MAYORAL TRAVEL TO SAN 
FRANCISCO AND THE NEW YORK TIMES CITIES FOR 
TOMORROW CONFERENCE AND NEW ZEALAND CHINA 
MAYORAL FORUM IN CHINA 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This paper provides a report back to the Governance Finance and Planning Committee 

on Mayor Celia Wade-Brown’s visit to Hanoi, Xiamen and Taipei in February 2015.  

2. This paper seeks approval for Mayor Celia Wade-Brown to attend the New York Times 
Cities for Tomorrow Conference and visit San Francisco in July 2015.  

3. This paper seeks approval for Mayor Celia Wade-Brown to attend New Zealand China 
Mayoral Forum in China in September 2015.  

Summary 
4. From 3 February to 14 February 2015 Mayor Celia Wade-Brown led a delegation of 15 

business and education leaders to Hanoi (Vietnam), Xiamen (China) and Taipei 
(Taiwan).  

5. In Hanoi, the Wellington Mayoral delegation supported the renewal of the 
Memorandum of Understanding between Victoria University and the University of 
Social Sciences and Humanities Hanoi. To further develop a closer city-to-city 
relationship, the Council will sign a MOU on Wellington providing English courses for 
Hanoi officials.  

6. The delegation strengthened our sister city relationship with Xiamen in China. The 
Council signed a Wellington Chinese Garden Meetings Record of Discussions and 
Agreement with Xiamen Municipal Bureau of Public Facilities and Landscape. The 
Seashine Group, a state-owned large supermarket chain company in Xiamen, agreed 
to set up a New Zealand section in their supermarkets, which will bring about 
opportunities for the food producers in our region.  

7. In Taiwan, the Wellington Mayor signed a Partner City Relationship Agreement with the 
Mayor of Taipei. And attended the Taipei International Book Exhibition as the Guest of 
Honour. The visit raised Wellington’s profile in Taiwan.  

8. Mayor Wade-Brown is travelling to the US on personal business and proposes to 
attend the Rockefeller Cities for Tomorrow Conference in New York.  Mayor also 
proposes to be at the inaugural meeting of the San Francisco Wellington Society.   

9. The Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) 
and Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) invite mayors of New Zealand to attend 
the inaugural Forum which will be held in Xiamen City, Wellington Sister City in China, 
in September 2015.  
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Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note that the Mayor led a successful delegation of business and education sector 
leaders to Vietnam, China and Taiwan in February 2015. 

3. Note that the Mayor will undertaking a private visit to the USA in July 2015 

4. Agree for Mayor Celia Wade-Brown to visit San Francisco to progress the potential 
sister city relationship. Note that domestic flights and accommodation for the visit will 
be met by the Council (International Relations budget COCM08). 

5. Agree for Mayor Celia Wade-Brown to represent the Wellington City Council at the 
Cities for Tomorrow Conference in New York City. Note that domestic flights and 
accommodation for the Conference will be met by the Council (International Relations 
budget COCM08).  

6. Agree for Mayor Celia Wade-Brown to represent the Wellington City Council at the 
New Zealand China Mayoral Forum in Xiamen and will undertake an official visit to 
Beijing. Note that the costs of travel will be met by the Council (International Relations 
budget COCM08).  Xiamen and Beijing will cover accommodation and transportation 
during the visit.  

 

Background 
10. Mayor Celia Wade-Brown has been invited by Mayors of Hanoi, Xiamen and Taipei to 

visit their cities and explore closer civic and business relationship. Governance, 
Finance and Planning Committee approved the Mayor’s trip on 10 December 2014.  

11. Wellington has been successful in its application to join the 100 Resilient Cities 
organisation. 

12. Mayor Celia Wade-Brown received an invitation to attend the Cities for Tomorrow 
Conference as Mayor of one of the Rockefeller Foundation’s 100 Resilient Cities.  

13. Over the past 6 months Wellington has established a Wellington San Francisco Society 
(WSFS) and the Wellington San Francisco Sister City Initiative is progressing well with 
a detailed Sister City proposal being developed.  Mayor Wade-Brown and one of the 
co-chairs of WSFS propose to hold the inaugural meeting of the San Francisco 
Wellington Society, which is a critical step in the sister city initiative programme.  

Discussion 
Hanoi, Vietnam 

14. We were warmly welcomed by people at all levels of the Vietnamese Government and 
were very well supported by the NZ Ambassador Haike Manning, and the staff 
members of MFAT and NZTE in Hanoi. We had the opportunity to meet with many 
VUW alumni who all hold favourable and positive memory about Wellington and are 
keen to work with the Council to promote the City. There is a universal goodwill 
towards NZ, Wellington and VUW, because a number of senior government officials 
have attended either English language or School of Government courses.  

15. We see the following opportunities to build on the existing relationships:  
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 Wider education opportunities and delivery both in Wellington and Hanoi 

VUW signed a renewed cooperation MOU with the University of Social Sciences and 
Humanities Hanoi during the visit. The universities agreed to their cooperation on 
academic staff exchange, student exchange, academic information and materials 
exchange, and joint research, etc.  

Mayor Wade-Brown promoted Wellington education opportunities in Films, IT, Design 
and Victoria University’s School of Government when she met Mr Pham Quang Nghi, 
Secretary of Hanoi Party Committee and Mayor of Hanoi Nguyen The Thao. The 
Council received a message from Hanoi Government after the trip. They would like to 
invite Wellington to provide English courses for Hanoi officials.  

A group of education providers from the Wellington region will visit Vietnam in October 
2015 to continue the growing education cooperation.  

 Support in the bilateral relationship and collaboration at both central and local 
 levels 

The NZ Inc ASEAN Strategy outlines how NZ and ASEAN, including Vietnam, will 
become better connected, better integrated, and how we will boost investment and 
trade. Mayor Wade-Brown’s visit came as the two countries celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations. In meetings with senior 
officials from the central and local governments, the Mayor stressed the country-to-
country relationship. A “sister city” type link between Wellington and Hanoi has been 
mentioned by Hanoi Government and NZ Embassy. Some Hanoi residents expressed 
their interest in setting up a Friends of Wellington group.  

Existing Wellington businesses trading in Vietnam include Metra and Damwatch (a 
Meridian Subsidiary) working to reduce the risk of dam failure and slips. 

Wellington has an active and world-leading ecosystem of interconnected organisations 
working on resilience. The Mayor visited the Vietnam Climate Change Resilience 
Centre (CCRC), which is a Vietnamese NGO, and shared ideas for knowledge transfer 
on resilience. The Mayor will make connections with Wellington based organisations 
such as 350.org. An article on the Mayor’s visit is on CCRC’s website and their 
Facebook page (http://www.climate.vn/major-of-wellington-city-visiting-climate-change-
resilience-centre.html and https://www.facebook.com/www.climate.vn). 

Department of Foreign Affairs of Hanoi will draft a MOU in order to seize the 
opportunities for future cooperation between Hanoi and Wellington. Mayor Wade-
Brown invited Mayor of Hanoi Thao to Wellington.  

Xiamen, China 

16. The Wellington Mayoral delegation strengthened our longstanding sister city 
relationship with Xiamen. Mayor Wade-Brown met the new Xiamen Mayor Pei and the 
Mayors expressed commitment to continuing co-operation, projects and a fruitful sister 
city relationship. Rebecca Needham, Consul-General of NZ Consulate-General in 
Guangzhou, accompanied Mayor Wade-Brown in Xiamen.  

17. Very productive discussions were held about the Wellington Chinese Garden project, 
which will be an integral part of the redevelopment proposed for Frank Kitts Park. The 
discussion included  

- landscape design, construction materials and examples of ancient and modern 
Chinese landscape architecture  
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- the commitment from the Xiamen Municipal Government and two Xiamen companies 
(the ITG Group and Seashine Group) to support the garden project by supplying 
materials and Chinese artists. 

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed about the Chinese Garden by two city 
mayors in November 2014 and this was reconfirmed and further details agreed 
regarding the details for bringing this project to fruition, noting the New Zealand 
requirements for consultation and budget decisions. 

18. Very effective discussions were held with the Seashine Group about Xiamen importing 
NZ food products. The Xiamen Seashine Group is a significant food trader in the Fujian 
Province, owning about 100 supermarkets and stores. The Seashine Group is 
establishing a network of stores for imported food, and proposes to have a New 
Zealand section in each. The New Zealand section will showcase premium imported 
food and beverages from New Zealand to Xiamen consumers. The first New Zealand 
Section will be opened by New Zealand Mayors during New Zealand China Mayoral 
Forum in Xiamen in September 2015.  

19. The delegation also met with the Xiamen University and explored further prospects for 
developing the already existing links that VUW has in the areas such as English 
language literature, English language training, architecture and vocational training.  

20. Mayor Wade-Brown and Sam Elworthy, President of NZ Publishers Association, 
donated 50 books to the Wellington Corner in the Xiamen Library. A Wellington 
seminar was held in the Xiamen Library and was attended by hundreds of Xiamen local 
citizens. Mayor Wade-Brown presented Hobbit books with Richard Taylor’s signature to 
people who answered questions and the event was well covered by the local media.  

21. Business members in the Mayoral delegation achieved the goals of making new 
contacts and strengthening existing relationships. The feedback received from them 
has been unanimously positive.  

Taipei, Taiwan 

22. The visit to Taiwan was to renew our relationship with Taipei City and explore 
opportunities for working together. The Mayor signed a Partnership City Relationship 
Agreement with the Mayor of Taipei Wen-Je Ke. The Partnership Agreement will focus 
on the creative industries, culture, education, tourism and trade. A copy of the 
Agreement is in attachment 1.  

23. Taipei is an attractive, safe and sophisticated city and the Wellington Mayoral 
delegation were warmly welcomed by the Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the cities 
of Taipei and New Taipei.  

24. Mayor Wade-Brown met with the Minister of Culture and the Minister of the Council of 
Indigenous Peoples to learn more about the Taiwanese indigenous peoples and links 
with Maori. There are opportunities for cultural exchanges with an emphasis on 
contemporary indigenous art and culture.  

25. Mayor Wade-Brown’s visit was planned to coincide with the annual Taipei International 
Book Exhibition where New Zealand is the guest country of honour and the theme 
country. There was an 80-people New Zealand delegation at the Exhibition, including 
Witi Ihimaera, Eleanor Catton, Jeannette Bornholdt, Fergus Barrowman and many 
other significant figures in New Zealand literature and publishing. As the Guest of 
Honour, the opportunity to raise the profile of New Zealand was optimised by a number 
of showcase events, including the New Zealand gala event where the Mayor was a 
guest speaker and profiled Wellington the creative capital.  



 It
em

 2
.3

 

GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
11 JUNE 2015 
 
 

Item 2.3 Page 29 

26. Despite differences in scale there are a number of further areas identified where we 
can learn from Taipei and co-operation and collaboration opportunities exist at a city to 
city level and for businesses:  

- the successful implementation of Youbike which is a bike sharing system with easy to 
use technology and the integration with the public transport network.  

- the development of international mountain biking and walking trail tourism  

- animation and co-production. Mayor Wade-Brown met CGCG, an animation studio 
that is currently working with Pukeko Pictures LP based in Miramar.  

27. Mayor Wade-Brown gave speeches on the Australia NZ Chamber of Commerce 
Business Breakfast and the Opening of NZ Contemporary Art Exhibition.  

28. The Wellington Mayoral delegation was well supported and hosted by Si’alei van Toor, 
the Director of New Zealand Commerce and Industry Office and Dean Prebble, 
Director of New Zealand Trade Development Centre.  

Travel to New York and San Francisco 

29. Cities for Tomorrow Conference  

- this conference is closely connected with the 100 Resilient Cities and the Rockefeller 
Foundation.  Wellington is a member of 100 Resilient Cities. 

- second annual industry conference exploring the cutting-edge innovations reshaping 
the world’s urban areas. Attendees will explore the challenges facing infrastructure and 
transportation systems, as well as the intersection of the arts and economic 
development, new tech businesses, income and inequality, education and health. 
http://www.nytcitiesfortomorrow.com/  

- the conference will provide a dynamic environment for collaboration among industry 
decision makers who are working to create the future of our cities, including 
developers, architects, venture capitalists, city officials, government and urban policy 
professionals.  

30. Council approved Mayor Wade-Brown to embark upon creation of a sister city 
relationship with San Francisco.  This body of work has been underway for the past 8 
months, with the next step of the programme being the inaugural meeting of the San 
Francisco Wellington Society in San Francisco in July.   

 Mayor will also meet with Leslie Katz from Port of San Francisco, as CentrePort and 
Ports of San Francisco are in discussions on becoming sister ports.  Furthering a sister 
port relationship is another step in binding the two cities closer together and the 
connection for this relationship came about through the formation of the Wellington San 
Francisco Society.  

 

New Zealand China Mayoral Forum  
 
31.  Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) has signed an agreement with the Chinese 
 People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC) in November 
 2014 during China President Xi’s visit. This agreement establishes a mechanism of 
 exchange and cooperation between mayors of New  Zealand and China through a NZ-
 China Mayoral Forum to be held alternatively in China or New Zealand. The aim is 
 to build a platform of peer-to-peer exchanges for mayors to discuss issues,  strengthen 
 cooperation, economic growth and enhance friendship. 
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32. The Forum was launched in November 2014 with the attendance of eight NZ Mayors 
 and seven Chinese Mayors. The inaugural Forum will be held in Xiamen from 7 to 8 
 September 2015.  
 
33.  The Mayoral Forum provides a structured opportunity for Council to be involved in 
 international relationships of economic benefit to the city. This year’s Forum will focus 
 on education, tourism and primary industries. Mayor Wade-Brown has been invited to 
 give a speech on behalf of all NZ Mayors at the opening of the Forum on 7 September 
 and attend an Opening Ceremony of China International Fair for Investment and Trade 
 on 8 September.  
 
34.  Mayor Wade-Brown will join with other NZ Mayors to open a New Zealand section at 
 Seashine Supermarket. Food products from Wellington will be included in the NZ 
 section.  
 
35.  Mayor Wade-Brown will visit Beijing, Wellington’s sister city, for two days after Xiamen 

to further promote education, international links, economic opportunity and to 
strengthen the sister city relationship.  

 
 
Next Actions 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Memorandum of Understanding of The Partnership City 

Relationship   
Page 32

  
 

Author Tom Yuan, International Relations Manager  
Authoriser Sally Dossor, Director Governance  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
There are no significant consultation and engagement considerations associated with accepting the 
recommendations in the report.  
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
There are no significant Treaty of Waitangi considerations associated with accepting the 
recommendations in the report. 
 
Financial implications 
There are no significant financial implications associated with accepting the recommendations in the 
report. The travel and accommodation has not yet booked and is estimated to cost no more than NZ 
$10,000.  
 
Policy and legislative implications 
There are no significant policy and legislative implications associated with accepting the 
recommendations in the report. 
 
Risks / legal  
There are no significant risks / legal considerations associated with accepting the recommendations in 
the report. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
There is no significant climate change impact considerations associated with accepting the 
recommendations in the report. 
 
Communications Plan 
A communications plan is not required.  
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PACIFIC ADVISORY GROUP 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 

Purpose 
1. To report on the work and achievements of the Wellington City Council Pacific Advisory 

Group (PAG) for the 2014 - 2015 year and to state the intentions of the group for 2015 
- 2016. 

Summary 
2. Under the Terms of Reference PAG is required to publically report to a Council 

Committee within the last four months of each financial year The Pacific Advisory 
Group has produced their Annual Report covering the period May 2014 to May 2015 
(see Attachment 1).  

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Note the achievements and upcoming aspirations and challenges for the Pacific 
Advisory Group for the period May 2014 to May 2015. 

 

Background 
3. The Wellington City Council Pacific Advisory Group (PAG) was established in 2003 to 

strengthen the relationship between the Council and Pacific people from Wellington’s 
seven main Pacific nations (Samoa, Cook Islands, Tonga, Fiji, Niue, Tokelau and 
Tuvalu).  

4. A review of the Terms of Reference was carried out in 2014 and along with a raft of 
changes the representation of Micronesia and Melonesia was included to reflect the 
diversity of Pacific nations. 

5. The purpose of PAG was also updated: 
 Advise Council on how to help grow a great City, where Pasifika peoples thrive 

and contribute to Council’s priorities. 
 Bring knowledge and extra insight into Council about how the different needs of 

Wellington’s Pasifika communities can be addressed in the context of Council’s 
roles and priorities.  

Discussion 
6. The Annual Report is attached as Attachment 1. It contains details of the achievements 

for the period of May 2014 to May 2015 and the challenges for PAG in the year ahead. 

7. The Annual Report also includes the approved 2014 - 2015 work programme, the 
Pasifika Action Plan and the meeting attendance statistics for the year. 
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Next Steps 
 

8. PAG will now be developing the work programme for 2015 - 2016 with assistance from 
Council officers and has begun preparation for the Pacific Forum.  

Attachments 
Attachment 1. PAG Annual Report   Page 36
  
 

Authors Sophie Rapson, Policy Advisor 
Nicci Wood, Senior Policy Advisor  

Authoriser John McGrath, Acting Director Strategy and External Relations  
 

  



 It
em

 2
.4

 

GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
11 JUNE 2015 
 
 

Item 2.4 Page 35 

 

SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
No consultation has been undertaken for this report. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
There are no Treaty of Waitangi implications for this report. 
 
Financial implications 
The Pacific Advisory Group is managed within existing budgets. 
 
Policy and legislative implications 
The activities of the Pacific Advisory Group are consistent with existing policy and support 
ongoing policy development. 
 
Risks / legal  
There are no legal implications from this report. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
There are no climate change impacts or considerations for this report. 
 
Communications Plan 
No communications plan is required for this report. 
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ELECTED MEMBER ATTENDANCE TO THE NATIONAL HOUSING 
CONFERENCE, 28-30 OCTOBER 2015, PERTH, AUSTRALIA 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This paper seeks the approval of the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee 

for an elected member to be nominated to attend the National Housing Conference on 
28-30 October, Perth, Australia. 

2. The nominated elected member will accompany attending Council Officers who will 
also be attending this conference to represent the Wellington City Council. 

Summary 
3. The biennial National Housing Conference is the largest cross-sectoral housing 

meeting in Australasia. The Conference provides an opportunity for professionals to 
come together in October 2015 for the National Housing Conference in Perth. 

4. Attendance at the 2015 National Housing Conference ensures that the Wellington City 
Council continues to be in a position to successfully share ideas and create policies to 
deliver affordable housing. 

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 

2. Agree an Elected Member to attend the 2015 National Housing Conferenced on 28-30 
October in Perth, Australia at an estimated cost of $5,590.00 to be meet by the Elected 
Members Conference Budget. 

 

Background 
5. The conference programme is attached. The programme is designed to enable the 

participant choice and maximise participation. It explores how leadership, partnerships 
and innovation can improve housing supply and affordability and strengthen service 
delivery by government and the community sector. It is a program that will stimulate 
discussion, open doors to new ideas and engagement. 

6. There will also be an opportunity for the conference attendees to network with 
colleagues and peers during the conference.  

 
Next Actions 

7. The estimated cost of attendance is $5,590.00, including flights and accommodation. 
This table below provides more details on the estimated costs. If the travel is approved, 
the costs will be met by the Elected Members Conference Budget. 
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1. Item 2. Description 3. Estimated Total 
($NZD) 
(as at 2 June 2015) 

4. Conference 5. Full Conference 
Registration 

6. $1,600.00 

7. Additional 
Conference Costs 

8. Official Welcome Function 
9. Royal Perth Yatch Club 
Dinner 

10. $85.00 
11. $155.00 

12. Flights 13. Wellington to Perth, 
Australia  (premium economy 
flights) – 
27 October to 31 October 

14. $2,000.00 

15. Taxi Fares 16. Travel costs incurred during 
travel period 

17. $300.00 

18. Accommodation 19. Four nights’ accommodation 
(Superior room, subject to 
availability) 

20. $1,200.00 

21. Miscellaneous 22. Costs incurred during 
attendance to Conference (ie 
meals not included in conference 
costs) 

23. $250.00 

24.  25.  26. $5,590.00 

8. In line with Council policy, Carbon credits will be purchased to reduce the carbon 
footprint of these flights. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. National Housing Conference 2015   Page 56
Attachment 2. Conference Programme   Page 59
  
 

Author Talava Sene, Councillor Support Advisor  
Authoriser Sally Dossor, Director Governance  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
Not applicable 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
Not applicable                                                                                                                                                
 
Financial implications 
Not applicable 
 
Policy and legislative implications 
The recommended attendance is consistent with Council representation at key conferences. 
 
Risks / legal  
Not applicable 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
Carbon Credits for International flights will be purchased in line with Council Policy 
 
Communications Plan 
Not applicable 
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PROPOSED DISPOSAL: ST JOHN'S HALL, 237 KARORI ROAD, 
KARORI 
 
 

Purpose 
1. The purpose of this report is to seek a Council resolution declaring the former St John’s 

Church Hall in Karori (called the St John’s Hall site) surplus to requirements and 
authorising its disposal. 

2. The St John’s Hall site is shown highlighted green in Attachment 1: Location Plan. 

Summary 
3. The Council has met to discuss the proposed disposal of the St John’s Hall site a 

number of times throughout the years. 

4. A final disposal decision has been delayed pending resolution of funding matters 
relating to the proposed construction of a nearby events centre. 

5. These funding matters are being finalised as part of the Long Term Plan deliberations, 
underway at the time of writing this report. 

6. However, officers understand that the events centre funding discussions and decisions 
are sufficiently advanced and Council is now in a position to make a property disposal 
decision independent of these funding decisions. 

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receives the information. 

2. Recommends to Council that it: 
a. declares the property at the corner of Campbell Street and Karori Road, Karori 

being 1,020m2 (subject to survey) described as part of Lot 1 DP 335919 
CFR147336 (the St John’s Hall site) surplus to requirements; 

b. authorises the Chief Executive Officer to dispose of the St John’s Hall site; 
c. delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer to carry out all necessary 

disposal actions; and 
d. revokes all earlier resolutions in relation to the disposal of St John’s Hall site. 

3. Notes that there are no offerback requirements as the St Ninian’s Uniting Parish on 
behalf of the Methodist Church declined an offerback invitation (subject to, among 
other things, formal Council declaration) in April this year. 

4. Notes that the consultation requirements set out in s138 of the Local Government Act 
2002 have been achieved via the recent town centre upgrade consultation (2015 and 
2006). 

Background 
7. The St John’s Hall site was acquired in 2000 and the hall used temporararily for 

storage during while the nearby library was built. No budget was allocated for 
maintenance and renewals. 
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8. In 2007, after the new library was completed, Council acknowledged that the building 
was no longer required but resolved to retain the hall temporarily as a community 
facility. 

9. Subsequently the Karori Community Hall Trust was formed, with the intenion of 
developing an events centre on a nearby area of the Council property (shown 
highlighted white on Attachment 1). 

10. An agreement to lease was signed and various discussions held over the years 
regarding Council and community funding for the proposed events centre. 

11. While these discussions were underway, the hall was retained but continued to suffer a 
lack of investment. 

12. A detailed history of the site, the proposed events centre, and previous funding 
decisions is provided in a report to the Strategy and Policy Committee dated 19 April 
2012. This report is included as Attachment 2.  

13. Subsequent reports and minutes on the proposed events centre and it’s funding are 
included as Attachments 4-7. 

Discussion 
14. Previous disposal decisions have been delayed pending the outcome of a number of 

actions, including: 1. Karori town centre plan consultation (now completed), and 2. 
funding discussions regarding a propsed new events centre (via the Karori Community 
Hall Trust). 

15. The Council’s long term plan deliberations were underway at the time of writing this 
report. Officers understand that events centre funding issues would be finalised as part 
of these deliberations.  

16. In any event, disposal of the St John’s Hall site is an asset disposal decision in its own 
right which can be progressed regardless of funding deliberations. 

17. The St John’s Hall site is situated in a prime corner location in the Karori town centre. 
However, the building is not fit for purpose, underutilised, dilapidated and earthquake 
prone.  

18. The property forms part of a larger site and an application to subdivide it from the 
parent title is necessary in order to separately sell the site. 

19. The site would ideally be sold to a developer who would demolish the hall and 
redevelop the site. 

20. In the event the property is declared surplus, Officers intend to advertise a request for 
(redevelopment) proposal. 

21. In assessing potential redevelopment proposals, a range of criteria will be taken into 
consideration, including: 
- purchase price; 
- settlement terms and conditions; 
- amount of investment; 
- ground floor (publicly accessible) uses; 
- mix of uses; 
- how the building addresses Karori Road and Campbell Street; 
- service access and car parking location on the site; 
- the Centres zoning (including 12m permitted building height);  
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- the Centres Design Guide objectives and guidelines; 
- architectural design (in relation to the local context); and 
- timeframe for completion. 

 
Next Actions 

22. Assuming a disposal decision is made, the following steps are planned: 
- Finalise survey and subdivision, July 2015 
- Advertise property for sale, August 2015 
- Evaluate proposals, September 2015 
- Select and negotiate with preferred parties, October 2015 
- Contract signed, November 2015. 

23. There is a possibility that there are not any suitable proposals received. In which case, 
the property may need to be re-marketted at a later date. 

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Location Plan   Page 69
Attachment 2. SPC Report 19 April 2012   Page 70
Attachment 3. SPC Minutes 19 April 2012   Page 87
Attachment 4. Council Minutes Extract 26 April 2012   Page 103
Attachment 5. SPC DAP Funding Requests Extract 11 June 2013   Page 105
Attachment 6. SPC Minutes Extract 11 June 2013   Page 107
Attachment 7. Council Minutes Extract 27 June 2013   Page 109
  
 

Author Tracy Morrah, Property Services Manager  
Authoriser Greg Orchard, Chief Operating Officer  
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
Consultation and Engagement 
Consultation has been undertaken with local residents as part of the town centre upgrade 
plans. Advice received during the 2006 and 2015 consultation has been fairly consistent – to 
dispose of the building. 
 
Treaty of Waitangi considerations 
There are no known Treaty of Waitangi considerations. 
 
Financial implications 
If the building is retained, significant deferred maintenance would need to be addressed. 
Additionally, a structural upgrade would be needed, in order to remove the earthquake prone 
building status. 
 
If the site is sold, it is anticipated that the net sale proceeds would be ring-fenced and 
provided to the Karori Community Hall Trust, provided certain conditions are met. 
 
Policy and legislative implications 
The recommendations of this report are consistent with Council’s financial principles: assets 
that are declared surplus to strategic or operational requirements are sold. 
 
Risks / legal  
Any issues associated with the site will be fully disclosed at the time of sale, with sale and 
purchase documentation to be prepared by the Council’s Solicitors. 
 
Climate Change impact and considerations 
The proposed disposal will have no impacts on any climate change considerations. 
 
Communications Plan 
If declared surplus, a communications plan will be prepared. 
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CHAIR'S REVIEW - COMMUNITY, SPORT AND RECREATION 
COMMITTEE 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report provides the Chair’s review of the Community, Sport and Recreation 

Committee work against its purpose and responsibilities to May 2015. 
 

Recommendation 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

The Purpose of the Committee 
2. The purpose of this Committee is to build strong, safe and healthy communities that 

improve the quality of life for Wellingtonians. The Committee is responsible for social 
infrastructure (including social housing) social cohesion, encouraging healthy lifestyles, 
supporting local community events, protecting public safety; and the provision of a wide 
range of recreation and sporting facilities such as marinas, libraries, sports fields and 
the golf course for residents and visitors to use and enjoy. 
 

The Committee’s focus to May 2015 
3. The focus of the Committee continues to be to understand the issues and opportunities 

that rest within its areas of responsibility.  We have received briefings – both formal and 
informal – on a wide range of issues which will inform part of the Committee’s ongoing 
work programme.   

 
Updates were provided on: 
 Social Housing – progress against recommendations 
 Playground Policy  
 Regional Sports Strategy 
 the Suburban Reserves Management Plan 

 
Policies being undertaken include: 
 Provisional Local Alcohol Policy (report back to the Committee in February 2016) 
 Gambling Venues Policy (report back to the Committee in August 2015) 

 
Policies recommended for adoption 
 Local Approved Products Policy (restricting where any legal psychoactive products 

may be sold in future). 

4. Three meetings have been held:  

February 2015 
 New Lease and Licence Under the Reserves Act 1977: the committee approved 

a lease to Victoria University of Wellington for the purposes of a tennis club and a 
licence to Ngaio Rifle Club for the purposes of an outdoor air rifle target range. 
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 Sportsville Partnership Funding:  the committee recommended to the 
Governance, Finance and Planning Committee that the Social and Recreation 
Fund be increased by $40,000 per annum, in the Draft 2015-2025 Long Term 
Plan, to fund feasibility studies for ‘sportsville’ partnerships; that a ‘Facilities 
Partnership Fund’ of $500,000 per annum be established to fund feasibility 
studies, design and construction (Option Two) for ‘sportsville’ partnerships and  
included in the Draft 2015-2025 Long Term Plan with funding to commence in the 
2018/2019 financial year; and, that assessment criteria for ‘sportsville’ 
partnership projects set out in “Attachment 1” to the officer’s report be adopted 

March 2015 
 Provisional Local Alcohol Policy Appeals – the committee agreed that officers 

report to the February 2016 meeting of the Community, Sport, and Recreation 
Committee on the opportunities to resubmit an amended Provisional Local 
Alcohol Policy taking into account updated local data and the parameters for local 
alcohol polices arising from the decision on appeals. 

 Local Approved Products Policy. Report Back Following Consultation and 
Proposed Final Policy:  the committee agreed to recommend to Council that the 
Local Approved Products Policy on psychoactive substances be adopted.  

 Review of the Gambling Venues Policy 2010: the committee agreed to consult on 
recommended changes to the Gambling Venues Policy, to adopt the Statement 
of Proposal relating to a proposed 2015 Gambling Venues Policy, and to initiate 
the special consultative procedure under Section 83 of the Local Government Act 
2002. 

April 2015 
 Suburban Liquor Ban needed urgently – an e-petition, asking for a suburban 

liquor ban, was presented to the committee. 

 Social Strategy - Scoping Paper – the committee agreed to initiate the 
development of a Wellington City Council social strategy. 

 Social and Recreation Fund (March 2015), the C.H. Izard Bequest (2015) and 
Contract Funding -  the committee agreed to the allocation of funding for the 
Social and Recreation Fund, the C.H. Izard Bequest and for three year contracts 
as listed below: 

Social and Recreation Total $109,718 
C H Izard Bequest Total: $18,600 
Requests for Contracts 2015-2018 Total: $1,097,302. 

The Committee’s focus for the next six months 
5. A Social Strategy: The development of an overarching social strategy will be an 

important focus for the remainder of the year. The primary aim is to ensure the City has 
a sharper focus on the social issues impacting on Wellingtonians. There is also a 
desire to better understand the work of other social agencies so Council can support 
and contribute to the work they do in the City. Relationships with the social sectors also 
need to be built and a Social Issues Forum is proposed. A scoping paper on the work 
was presented to the committee in April and initial work has commenced. 

6. Housing: The work on social housing continues.  We are currently reviewing Council’s 
Housing Policy including the rental policy for our social housing stock and the Business 
Model for our housing operations.  These are related projects.  They are important due 
to changes in social housing frameworks by the Government and to ensure the 
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Council’s housing portfolio is both sustainable and continues to provide high quality 
social housing that is affordable for the tenant.  The Committee also called for a piece 
of work to be developed in anticipation that the Government would announce the sale 
and transfer of its state housing stock.  This has come to fruition and a plan will be 
presented to the Committee. 

7. The Gambling Venues Policy review: In March the committee agreed to consult on a 
number of recommended changes to the Gambling Venues Policy.  Consultation ran 
from 20 April to 22 May 2015.   The committee will hear from those who wish to make 
an oral submission in June.  The report on the final policy is expected to come to the 
committee in August.  

Portfolio Updates 
Community Resilience 
8. Neighbours’ Day is always a good initiative across the city in terms of people getting 

together with their immediate neighbours for a barbecue or similar during the month of 
March.  45-50 barbecues or afternoon teas were held in Tawa in conjunction with 
Neighbours’ Day 2015, with similar events being held in the Northern Ward suburbs of 
Churton Park, Glenside, Johnsonville and Newlands.  Other suburbs across the city 
were also involved. 

9. Last October community groups were given the opportunity to apply for up to $500 
each for neighbourhood initiatives such as a Neighbours’ Day event.  Many did apply 
and received a grant to help cover expenses.  Assurance has been given that 
Neighbours Day will continue to be funded from the Mayoral Grants Fund. 

10. Community emergency response plans are being put together in various suburbs 
across the city as a joint effort between WREMO and local stakeholders.  Councillors 
often have a play a part in these in their own wards.  

11. ‘Neighbourly’ is continuing to grow as an online neighbourhood forum in individual 
Wellington suburbs, and is producing effective discussion about various community 
matters.  The website has experienced significant membership growth in the likes of 
Tawa (with the biggest membership in the country), Karori, Miramar and Johnsonville, 
etc.  Positive outcomes like the birth of a community garden, neighbourhood groups 
being formed, roading issues being resolved, and neighbours generally helping each 
other out, have resulted from community interaction on the site. 

12. Council is continuing to be proactive in the installation of 10,000 and 25,000 
emergency water tanks in schools or council-owned sites across the city, the target 
being 50 in total.  Another ongoing initiative is the “Everybody needs good neighbours” 
cards for people to keep in their back pocket completed with details of their immediate 
neighbours, as a contact point in the event of any emergency.  Very useful for giving to 
people and encouraging them to fill in for themselves.  

Community Facilities 

Libraries: 

13. Many thanks to the Libraries and Community Spaces Team for continuing to work hard 
to make the library service an outstanding success. There were over 2,283,000 library 
visits and 2,284,000 website visits last year to the branch network. The Facebook page 
has 2100 likes and is an important way of getting information out to residents, for 
example, in the recent storms. The trial "Cans for Fines" swap in December saw 5000 
cans collected for food banks, and some good progress made on collecting fines.   



 It
em

 2
.7

 
GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
11 JUNE 2015 
 
 

Item 2.7 Page 114 

14. New Johnsonville Library: Support for this project was evident in public consultation on 
the LTP. A project management team from TBIG has been engaged to begin the 
planning process and organisation of the tender for architectural services. 

15. Karori and Newtown Library Upgrades: Karori Library will be closed in May for around 2 
weeks for painting and other minor maintenance.  Newtown Library will be closed in 
May for around six weeks for more major maintenance and upgrades, including new 
skylights, heating and ventilation.  

Community Centres:  

16. Again, thanks to the Community Services team for liaising with the community and 
ensuring high quality, much needed services are delivered at our community centres.  

17. Kaka Project:  "Village planning" work has been underway with the Brooklyn 
Community for around a year now. It looks likely that there will be two hubs, one at 
Brooklyn and one at Mornington. Further funding has been sought in the LTP to get to 
the concept plan stage for an enhanced community hub at the Brooklyn Community 
Centre, and to continue consultation work on other developments. 

18. Karori Events Centre: We are continuing to work with the Karori community, who have 
succeeded in much of their fundraising. 

19. Other Centres: Funding is still in the LTP for upgrades to Newtown, Aro Valley and 
Strathmore Base community Centres. There are also some exciting developments in 
the pipeline, and we continue to look for gaps in the current offering, either in the 
provision of community space or in the services offered. 

 
 

Attachments 
Nil  
 

Author Paul Eagle, Councillor  
Authoriser Anusha Guler, Manager Democratic Services  
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CHAIR’S REVIEW – ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ARTS 
COMMITTEE 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines the Economic Growth and Arts Committee programme to June 

2015. 
 

Recommendation 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

Purpose of the Committee 

2. The focus of the Committee is on sustainable long-term economic growth, increased 
employment, promoting the city’s visitor attractions, delivering high-quality major events 
and supporting the development of smart businesses in the city. The Committee will 
also work to build Wellington’s unique identity, bolster business confidence, raise the 
city’s international profile, and ensure Wellington continues to be New Zealand’s arts 
and culture capital by supporting a range of opportunities for entertainment and 
expression.  There is a continuing focus on the ICT and Digital sector. 

3. As well as its general areas of responsibility, the Committee has specific responsibility 
for: 
 arts partnership (Toi Pōneke) 
 community arts and cultural support 
 city promotion, major events, and attractions 
 business support 
 galleries and museums 
 the following council controlled organisations/other organisations: 

o Basin Reserve Trust (BRT) 
o Wellington Museums Trust (WMT) 
o Wellington Regional Stadium Trust 
o Wellington International Airport Ltd (WIAL) 

 The following council grants: 
o Business Improvement District Development Fund 
o Arts and Culture Fund 

4. A key function of the Committee is to oversee the progress of the 2011 Economic 
Development Strategy (EDS).  The EDS was developed with considerable input from 
business, Crown agencies, and community interests.  When it was adopted in 
December 2011 the EDS had overwhelming support from the commercial sector and 
councillors.   

5. The EDS has four key platforms that lay out a vision for a vibrant city and provide a 
roadmap of tangible initiatives and projects to achieve the EDS’s objectives.   These 
key platforms are: 
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 Destination Wellington – developing and promoting the City to attract the 
visitors, skilled people, business and investment needed to achieve greater 
prosperity including through events, amenities and promotional activities  

 Smart capital – generating a significant proportion of future economic growth 
from smart, innovative, knowledge-intensive businesses  

 Connected capital – increasing physical and virtual connectivity within the 
region, with other parts of New Zealand and internationally 

 Open for business – delivering the Council’s services with a “can do” attitude, 
providing a quality built and business environment where it is easy, efficient and 
affordable to invest and do business.  

Committee’s work January 2015 to June 2015 
6. During the five months covered by this report major work completed by the Committee 

includes: 
 

 Monitoring progress of major project proposals and initiatives (including the 8 big 
ideas). 

 Reviewing and endorsing the Basin Reserve Trust’s Masterplan and 
recommending to Council that funding be approved. 

 Agreeing to support the Wellington Tech Hub proposal. 
 Receiving and considering the 2015/16 Statements of Intent for the Basin 

Reserve Trust, the Wellington Regional Stadium Trust, and the Wellington 
Museums Trust, and recommending their approval by Council.  

 Reviewing quarterly reports for the December 2014 and March 2015 quarters 
from the organisations for which it is responsible. 

7. In addition the Committee has agreed funding allocations for the Arts and Culture Fund 
and three-year contract funding, received an update on the World War One 1915 
Centennial Programme of Events, and was briefed on the Public Art Panel’s response 
to the Wellington Sculptural Highway proposal.  Funding was also agreed towards the 
development of a Business Improvement District in Kilbirnie. 

 
Focus over the next six months 

8. Council’s key focus on economic development (growth and diversification) is ongoing.  
The Committee has played an important role in the oversight and governance of 
Council’s economic development agenda and will continue to do so. 

9. The Committee will continue to monitor and champion major projects as they progress 
through the business case process and ultimately to implementation.   

10. With respect to the convention centre Wellington property development company Willis 
Bond & Co has secured the rights to the favoured site on Cable Street and is currently 
considering the development. 

11. The Wellington Regional Economic Development Agency (WREDA) is now up-and-
running and its inaugural Chief Executive – Chris Whelan – has been appointed.  The 
challenge now for the Committee is to ensure a seamless transition to the new 
structure and to capture the best possible advantage. 

 

 

 
 



 It
em

 2
.9

 

GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
11 JUNE 2015 
 
 

Item 2.9 Page 117 

Attachments 
Nil  
 

Author Jo Coughlan, Councillor  
Authoriser Anusha Guler, Manager Democratic Services  
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CHAIR'S REVIEW - TRANSPORT AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 
 
 

Purpose 
1. This report outlines the progress of the Transport and Urban Development Committee 

in the 4 month period to June 2015, against the Council work programme approved in 
February 2014 by Governance Finance and Planning Committee (GFP), noting that 
that GFP agreed that report “is not comprehensive in terms of work programmes before 
committees which will include other items.” It follows the report to GFP’s 17 February 
2015 meeting. I have set out the programme agreed by GFP as Attachment 1 at the 
end of the report. Clearly there has been a lot of work beyond that as would be 
expected and that is detailed in the report.  

 

Recommendations 
That the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Receive the information. 
 

Purpose of the Committee 

2. The focus of the Committee is:  
(a) To direct growth to where the benefits are greatest and where adverse effects are 

minimised, and to deliver a quality compact urban environment.  
(b) To lead and monitor a safe, efficient and sustainable transport system that 

supports Wellington’s economy and adds to residents’ quality of life with a strong 
focus on improving cycling and public transport and enhancing Wellington’s 
walkability.  

 
3. The Committee has responsibility for: 

 Urban planning and development 
 Transport 
 Waterfront 
 Resource Management Act issues including District Plan (including Resolution of 

Appeals) 
 Heritage 
 Earthquake strengthening 
 Housing affordability / Housing Accord 
 Building control 
 Development control 
 Public spaces (urban) 
 Parking 
 Capital Precinct Project 
 Wellington Waterfront Limited (WWL) 
 Wellington Cable Car Limited (WCCL). 
 
Advisory groups 
 Safe and Sustainable Transport Advisory Group 
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 Waterfront Technical Advisory Group. 

Discussion 
4. The Committee has had a very busy and challenging last 4 months, and several 

contentious issues have needed to be addressed. I wish first to thank my colleagues 
(Mayor Wade-Brown and Councillors Coughlan, Lee, Lester, Pannett, Woolf and 
Young) on the Committee for their work over the four months since the last Chairs’ 
reports.  

5. I also want to thank the Transport, Urban Planning and Urban Design staff for their 
ongoing professionalism and hard work, often in very challenging circumstances. They 
have to display enormous fortitude at times.  

6. To make any progress in Transport and Urban Development there are always going to 
be challenges and diverse views held.   

 

Committee’s work January 2015 to June 2015 
7. Some Significant Milestones over the past 4 months:  

 The Regional Transport Plan has been approved by the Regional Land Transport 
Committee and Greater Wellington Regional Council. I was on the Hearings 
Panel.  

 Wellington Urban Growth Plan (Transport and Urban Development Strategy) – 
Has been consulted on alongside the Long Term Plan. A special consultation 
meeting was held in early April. It was recommended by GFP for approval by 
Council on the 24th of this month.  

 The Action Plan to deliver the first three years of the WUGP is being integrated 
into the LTP. 

 Johnsonville’s roading project continues on timetable. Stephen Harte is doing an 
exceptional job in communicating with residents and businesses, and has done 
so during both the design and construction process.  There has been inclusion of 
some modest cycling improvements in the town centre and a connection from 
Broderick Road to Onslow College.  

 Trials are underway of parking sensor technology in Blair and Allen streets. 
 Tinakori Road works were completed.   
 The first Bikes in Schools facility was opened at Holy Cross, Miramar, at the end 

of March. West Park, Johnsonville is now also open, and Karori West will be 
completed soon.  

 The Leonie Gill shared pathway was opened in April.  
 3 successful Ciclovia events were held around the Watts peninsula. 
 A successful Walk to work day was held in March.  
 Work on Pukeahu Memorial Park was completed by the Memorial Park Alliance 

ahead of schedule. Council was a contributing partner in the project.  
 The Cenotaph officially reopened on 17 April in time for ANZAC centenary 

commemorations.  
 NZTA/WCC/GWRC Governance Group has continued meeting to progress BRT, 

Basin Reserve, Kent-Cambridge and Adelaide Boulevards, and Mt Victoria to 
Cobham Drive. 

 City Cycling Framework: Councillors (Foster, Eagle, Lee, and also Free and 
Ahipene Mercer) participated in 2 ILM workshops in February and March with 
NZTA and other stakeholders, leading to Workshops for all councillors in March 
and April and Council approval of a draft City Cycling Framework at the end of 
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April.  Officers agreed a proposal for Urban Cycleway Fund support and revised 
the NLTP funding bid.  The draft City Cycleway Framework was approved by 
Council for consultation and will be reported back to Council on 24 June.  

 Island Bay Cycleway – Council agreed to establish to small working party of 
councillors, officers, and community members to work through the traffic 
resolutions. This is to be reported back to Council on 24 June. 

 Cycle cordon counts showing increase in commuting of 21% 2015 over 2014 and 
over 200% over the last 10 years.  

 NZTA continued work on Ngauranga to Aotea project.  
 Council has determined its position on Petone Grenada and against any 

additional roading capacity north of Grenada. This followed a workshop with 
NZTA and considerable and very constructive engagement with residents.  

 Following the Harcourts building appeal determination last period – the owner 
has arranged a process to strengthen the building.   

 The Victoria Street development continues, and will be complete in July. The 
kerbside cycling lane is expected to be open this coming week.   

 There was initial consultation with the Tawa and Karori communities on  medium 
density housing and town centre opportunities. 

 Urban Design Pop Up Development – following the success of the Bond Street 
project another project is about to proceed in Lower Cuba Street.  

 
8. Other areas of Work over the last 4 months: 

 Road Safety Action Committee meeting. 
 Safe and Sustainable Transport Reference Group meeting. 
 LGNZ Environmental Policy Advisory Group . 
 Some initial community engagement on the northern cycleway (Thorndon /Aotea 

Quay). 
 Discussions with various transport providers, including public transport, car 

share, electric vehicle and taxi/Uber, and with the Automobile Association, Living 
Streets and Cycle Aware Wellington and Karori by Bike.    

 Delivering some low impact cycle safety works at Chaytor St, Karori. Officers will 
continue to monitor these to see if they are effective.   

 Visit of Donovan Rypkema, US heritage economist. 
 Meetings regarding Erskine College. 
 MOT Transport Futures scenario planning workshop. 
 Attending NZTA Safer Journeys mid-term review. 
 Presentation at University on Wellington Urban Growth Plan. 
 Representing Council at GWRC cross council session on Petone – Grenada.  
 Attending Active Transport meeting with GWRC and other stakeholders.  
 Consultation on inner city cycle stands with Cr Peck. 
 Discussion with NZ Post regarding postal delivery vehicles.  
 Media coverage of a wide range of issues, mostly covered above, with a rather 

heavy recent media focus on parking issues.  
 

9. Matters Considered by Committee Meetings: 
a. March 12 2015 

o Housing Accord proposed SHAs 
o Verandahs bylaw preliminary paper 
o Quarterly report. 

b. April 16 2015 
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o Received Cable Car Company draft Statement of Intent and Quarter Two 
Report. 

o Decided grants from Built Heritage Incentive Fund  
o Amended BHIF eligibility criteria  
o Approved Statement of Proposal for consultation on Verandah bylaw 
o Traffic Resolutions. 

c. 21 May 2015 
o Monitoring report on housing consents (Housing Accord requirement) 
o Quarterly report 
o Report requesting officers to undertake work on Car Share schemes 
o Traffic Resolution Coutts St cycle improvements 
o Traffic Resolution Ngauranga Gorge cycle improvements. 

10. Council and GFP consideration of Transport and Urban Development Issues: 
 At its 8 April meeting Council made decisions to approve 13 new Special Housing 

Areas, and rejected 3 others.  
 At its 8 April meeting Council supported the Petone – Grenada road, and decided 

its position on NZTA’s suggested options for increased capacity to the north of 
Grenada.  

 At its 30 April meeting Council approved a Citywide Cycling Framework for 
consultation.  

 At its 26-28 May meeting Governance, Finance and Planning recommended the 
Wellington Urban Growth Plan (Transport and Urban Development Strategy) to 
Council for final approval following consultation.  

CCO Monitoring Programme  
11. Transport and Urban Development is responsible for monitoring the Wellington Cable 

Car Company. We considered the Second Quarter report from the Cable Car Company 
and had a presentation to the committee from Chief Executive Simon Fleischer. We 
considered the draft Statement of Intent for the Cable Car Company in April.  

Relationships 
12. In addition to the above issues at committee I have had a large number of meetings as 

Chair. In addition to meetings with Council officers and relevant CCOs. these have 
included regular meetings with key partner organisations notably MoT, NZTA and 
GWRC, Centreport, transport advocacy groups, heritage and property organisations, 
transport providers, heritage building owners, retailers, developers, community groups. 
I have attended a number of professional and advocacy forums to explain Council’s 
plans.   

 
13. There are two portfolio leaders on the Committee: Cr Pannett (Portfolio, Buildings) and 

Cr Young (Central City Projects).   
 
14. Cr Pannett (Portfolio Leader, Buildings) and I meet regularly with Property Council and 

Heritage New Zealand with the major focus being on facilitating building strengthening, 
particularly heritage buildings. We have also worked together with officers in trying to 
assist owners of some of the more challenging buildings, and it is really positive to see 
more heritage buildings being strengthened.  This challenge is an ongoing one. A 
particular focus in the next few months will be on trying to achieve some shared 
solutions in Cuba Street, and on continuing working with apartment owners in the 
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Central City. An important focus has been on initiatives in the Long Term Plan most 
notably on rates relief and increasing the grant fund and the criteria around that.  
Advocacy on Earthquake strengthening legislation and the desirability of funding or tax 
support continues. We also maintain a watching brief on Resource Management 
legislation.  

 
15. A list of heritage buildings which have been strengthened since August 2012 is 

attached to this paper as Attachment 2.  
 
Focus over the next six months 
16. 2015 is clearly a pivotal year for making some really significant decisions, through the 

approval of the Wellington Urban Growth Plan (Transport and Urban Development 
Strategy), Long Term Plan, and agreements on the policy forward programme. 
Activities within the ambit of Transport and Urban Development include: 

 
 We will continue to work with NZTA and GWRC on achieving solutions for the 

Basin Reserve, and then the associated Mt Victoria tunnel duplication and 
Wellington Road-Ruahine St work.   

 NZTA’s Basin Reserve Appeal will be heard in July.   
 Work will continue on high level planning around Adelaide Road (reviewing the 

2008 Adelaide Road Framework Plan) and Kent and Cambridge Terrace 
boulevards. 

 We will continue to work with GWRC and NZTA on the implementation of Bus 
Rapid Transit. WCC’s key role will be in allocating road space and addressing 
any physical constraints. In some cases this will incorporate cycleway 
opportunities.  

 Prime Minister and Minister’s announcement on Urban Cycleway Funding. 
 Approving the City Cycling Framework.  
 Agreement on Implementing the outcome of Council’s decision on the Island Bay 

cycleway.  
 Continuing Engagement on other cycleways.  
 Work will continue with building owners to address earthquake resilience and 

heritage building strengthening.  
 There is policy work regarding heritage buildings planned. This will include a 

possible prioritisation process.  
 We will continue to engage with the communities of Karori and Tawa on medium 

density and Town Centre opportunities. In the case of Karori this needs to be 
integrated with planning for transport improvements and the disposal of the St 
Johns site.  

 We will continue to work with NZTA and other authorities on progressing the 
Great Harbour Way.  

 With the District Plan now operative we will progress further refinements of the 
District Plan.  

 We will need to monitor and respond to changes in legislation; particularly RMA 
reform and Earthquake resilience law.  

 There will be an Environment Court hearing on Curtis Street Plan Change. 
 Completing monitoring of the parking sensor trial, and subsequent decisions on 

further roll out.  
 Work will continue on other Urban Development projects – finishing Victoria St, 

Eva – Leeds Street, and other CBD laneways and greening opportunities and 
pop up opportunities.  
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 Work will continue on Civic Square planning. 
 Work will continue on Frank Kitts Park/Chinese Garden. 
 Progress on strengthening Council’s building portfolio.  
 We plan to undertake an RFP for an increased Car Share scheme. 
 Work with CBD apartment owners and Cuba Street building owners on 

earthquake strengthening.  
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Work Programme agreed at GFP in February 2014   Page 125
Attachment 2. Heritage Buildings removed from the list   Page 127
  
 

Author Andy Foster, Councillor  
Authoriser Anusha Guler, Manager Democratic Services  
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3. Committee Reports 
 
 

REPORT OF THE AUDIT AND RISK SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
OF 18 MAY 2015 
 
 

 
Members: Mayor Wade-Brown, Peter Harris (External), Councillor Marsh, Councillor 

Peck (Chair), Kevin Simpkins (External), Councillor Woolf.  

The Subcommittee recommends:  

THAT the Governance, Finance and Planning Committee: 

1. Agree to recommend to Council to adopt the Insurance Management Strategy, 
Attachment 1.  

 
 
 

Attachments 
Attachment 1. Insurance Management Strategy   Page 130
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