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Submitter Details
First Name: Peter
Last Name: Russell
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
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More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill
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Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

4. Are there any other major changes you think should be included?

Comments

5. Is there anything you feel has not been adequately covered in this Bill?
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Submitter Details
First Name: Ralph
Last Name: Wilkinson
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
Rationalisation and thereby simplification. It allows the definition of the land in the town belt to be rationalised with the
reality on the ground, and the powers to be clarified.

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
Support a management plan that only allows land use consistent with the Deed. in particular 'no thoroughfares' to be
created, as explicitly prohibited under the deed. See additional comment submitted.

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support
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Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

4. Are there any other major changes you think should be included?
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Submission: Comment on the Draft Wellington Town Belt bill

Thoroughfare across Town Belt land

Purpose

This submission examines the Deed of Gift for the Wellington town belt land and the references to
what is permitted in the TBMP: the instrument being effectively empowered by the WTB bill. It
submits that as a commuter cycleway is clearly a “thoroughfare”: prohibited in the deed of gift.
Further that therefore, a commuter cycleway can only be built on the margins of Town Belt land and
not through any existing sports fields or recreational spaces. Specifically, not through the eastern
side of the Berhampore Golf Course.

Deed of Gift and the TBMP

The Wellington Town Belt land, was gifted by the New Zealand Company to the citizens of
Wellington in 1873, “to be forever used as public recreation ground for the inhabitants of the City of
Wellington.”

A specific and main opening provision was:

“without [granting} any power for the said trustees to alienate or dispose of the same AND so that no
thoroughfare shall at any time be created across the said lands or any part thereof”

Reference, the Town Belt Management plan (TBMP) document, as revised and agreed in principal in
2013, on the WCC web site at

http://wellington.govt.nz/your council/plans policies and bylaws/policies/wellington town belt
management plan

The current TBMP (page 2 of the text, p7/8 of the .PDF) states in its preamble

“Today it is widely accepted that open space in the city is essential to not only the character and 
function of the city but the physical, emotional and spiritual health and wellbeing of its people. Cities 
around the world with environmental and social problems are working to improve the urban 
environment, and the provision of open space is high on the agenda. Once the built landscape is 
there, trying to retrofit the cityscape to include open space is incredibly difficult and often impossible. 
Established open space within the urban landscape, (especially a large, diverse, connected, 
accessible and visible open-space network like the Town Belt), is extremely valuable to the city and 
the people who live there.” 

Comment Provision of “open space” is here claimed as important, irreplaceable and a priority for 
WCC. Council officers proposal to put a thoroughfare; in the form of a commuter cycleway at least 
2.2m (and up to 2.5m) wide and hard surfaced and probably lit with bollard lights; through Town Belt 
land at the eastern Berhampore golf course, is totally inconsistent with this objective. This public golf 
course is an established and valued community sports and recreational facility. 

Open Space Access Plan 2008 – outlines policy around dual use tracks, which tracks are 
open and track standards. 

TBMP P12 / PDF p 20 states 

“the Wellington Town Belt Management Plan will be used by staff to ascertain what activity 
or structure can be permitted on Town Belt land. In the Council's capacity as administrator 
and trustee of Town Belt, it has the responsibility to ensure the land is managed in 
accordance with the Town Belt Deed and the Reserves Act 1977.”
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Section 4.2 states “The balance of built development and open space in the Town Belt 
requires careful management. Incremental increases in built development (including for 
example buildings, hard surfaces and lighting) detracts from the open-space value of the 
Town Belt. It is the natural landscape environment of the Town Belt that provides the 
context for recreation activity and enjoyment of open space in the urban environment. It 
is the open space of the Town Belt that is an essential part of the unique and valued 
character of Wellington City.”

TBMP PDF pages 69 & 70 states

Track (access) network  
6.2.6 The Town Belt will be improved by providing clear information and signs, and 
improving the surface and/or by reducing the gradient of tracks where feasible.  
6.2.7 Tracks will be shared use (i.e. pedestrian and cycle) wherever this is appropriate. 
Tracks are open for biking unless otherwise identified in accordance with the Open Space 
Access Plan (2008).  
6.2.8 The open-space access network will be integrated with the wider city and regional 
access networks, and cycle and walking commuting needs.  
6.2.9 Continue a programme for upgrading walking/cycling tracks in order of priority based 
on use and asset condition.  
6.2.10 All tracks will be physically sustainable and have minimal environmental impact, as 
far as possible. 

6.2.11 Tracks will be designed and maintained to defined standards in the Open Space 
Access Plan, with significant hazards identified and/or mitigated. 

6.2.12 Develop more tracks within the Town Belt that are accessible and useable by people 
with limited mobility, push chairs and wheelchairs. This includes the able-bodied, people 
pushing strollers, the elderly and people with impairments or disabilities.  
6.2.13 Develop a plan for additional beginner level/family friendly biking and walking tracks. 

Comment. None of this; including the references to cycling on existing tracks, and the last 
item above - redevelopment of additional family friendly biking and walking tracks; permits 
WCC to use town belt land for use as a thoroughfare. This is why council are currently 
seeking to fudge the purpose of the proposed Island Bay to City cycleway; first describing it 
as a walkway and cycleway (no walker or pedestrian will want to a walk on a cycleway with 
cyclists wizzing by), and now redefining it as for recreational and commuter use. This 
shades the purpose of the cycleway, as a commuter cycleway is unambiguously prohibited 
under the Town Belt deed of gift, in my interpretation. 

Berhampore Golf course 

Specific reference to the Berhampore Golf course (under this heading) is set out on pages 
139 and 140 (of the accessible .pdf version) of the updated TBMP (2013), as follows: 

“The Mornington Golf Club has moved to the former Berhampore Bowling Club building on 
Duppa Street. It has converted one bowling green to a practice green. The club has a 
Memorandum of Understanding to work in partnership with the Council and assist with some 
tasks associated with the maintenance and running of the golf course. Both parties will work 
on the future configuration of the course. Options include: 

 reconfiguration of the current 18 holes (to better suit the new golf club facility) and 
training area 
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 reducing the course to a nine-hole course and playing on the Western side of 
Adelaide Road only 

 reducing the course area to 13 holes on the western side of Adelaide Road (5 holes 
would be played twice to continue with an 18-hole course) 

If the long-term configuration of the golf course is limited to the western side of Adelaide 
Road consideration will be needed on the future management of the eastern side. The 
rolling, open nature of the landscape would lend itself to a range of informal recreation 
activities including biking, walking and running.”  

Comment: Intensive mixed use of an active golf course, by introducing commuter cyclists, 
would be dangerous for all users. 

Tracks (per the TBMP)

“Tracks and cycling links in this area are constrained by the golf course. As part of the 
Council’s Walking Policy and Cycling Policy there are two proposals to improve access 
between suburbs and the Central Business District that could use the Town Belt 

 A walking and cycling link could be created between Island Bay and Newtown (in 
particular South Wellington intermediate School) using parts of the Town Belt on the 
eastern side of Adelaide Road through Martin Luckie Park. 

 A commuter cycling link could be created between Island Bay and the Central 
Business District passing through sections of the Town Belt. 

These links would provide for local Town Belt use, as well as community use, and would be 
all-weather tracks with a hard surface.” 

Comment: This intention is inconsistent with the “thoroughfare prohibition” of the Deed of 
Gift, see below. 

Thoroughfare

“Thoroughfare” is defined by the Concise Oxford dictionary as follows: 

Thoroughfare: a road or path, open at both end; esp. for traffic 

A commuter cycleway, is such a thoroughfare. The Town Belt deed of gift explicitly 
prohibits the creation of such a thoroughfare on Town Belt land, and requires the protection 
of this land for passive and active recreation and sport. The draft TBMP (2013) commits to 
the protection of Town Belt land against encroachment for unintended and non-core 
purposes. 

The writers’ interpretation of these two matters, taken together, is that a commuter cycleway 
(despite also possibly having some more minor recreational purpose) across town belt 
recreational land,is prohibited under the Town Belt original deed and in it’s reflection in the 
current TBMP proposed for ratification. 

A prime example of what should not be done, would be a commuter cycleway built across 
an active sporting field, i.e. the Berhampore eastern golf course. My interpretation is that this 
is clearly prohibited under the original deed. 

19



4

A proposed cycleway route that complies with the spirit of the Town Belt deed of gift 

The writer submits that a reasonable and pragmatic interpretation of these provisions; in 
favour of a common good without detracting from the principle; would allow such a “cycleway 
thoroughfare” to be built around the margins of playing fields and recreational on Town Belt 
land. In such a way that no existing sporting or recreation grounds, or fields were disrupted, 
and that neither sport and recreational users, nor cyclists were endangered, along that route. 

A full and effective commuter cycleway could be achieved with an amended western 
cycleway route, using the margins of existing playing fields. Such a route is being submitted, 
by the writer, to the Citizens panel selecting possible routes for section 2 of the Island Bay to 
City cycleway. 

Submitter: Ralph Wilkinson, Island Bay  30 April 2014 
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Submitter Details
First Name: Ron
Last Name: Beernink
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The Town Belt must continue to be protected by the Reserve Act. If there are issues with this act, then update the act.
The Bill can then focus on presenting a separate bill that proposed a governance framework. This should follow a
common approach for how reserves are protected and governed across NZ; not just for Wellington.

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
Principles are not good enough to protect this important asset. I have worked for most of my career on and with
principles, and they always get ignored and broken. Using language like 'should be' indicates that you do not strongly
believe in upholding these principles. It should say 'must' and show how the council will do uphold these principles using
what governance processes.

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
There is no clear explanation why the Bill seeks to remove the provisions of the Reserves Act. If the Reserves Act has
issues, can the Act itself not be improved / updated instead?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill
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Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The council must only be able to make grants for these as long is it in accordance with the Town Belt Deed and
Reserves Act. It must be subject to public consultation.

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The Bill provides no simple clear explanation of what it means by sections 12-14; what the substantial changes are from
the current legislation and deed, and why this needs to change.

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The governance / management of the town belt needs to be kept separate from the deed and act. I also fully agree with
Councilor David Lee's comments on Scoop that: From its origin, the Town Belt has been held in trust for the inhabitants
of Wellington. It was gifted to us 'in trust' by the Wellington Provincial Government with the Town Belt Deed of 1873.
The Deed made the mayor, councillors and the citizens of Wellington (and 'their successors'), trustees of the Town Belt.
The Town Belt Deed, therefore along with the land itself, is the inheritance of present and future Wellingtonians. Under
the Deed, the council organisation manages the Town Belt on behalf of the trustees but it does not have beneficial
ownership of the land. This is the Town Belt's best protection. It prevents for example the sort of 'rubber stamping' of
development by council officials that we have seen on the waterfront, which the council does have beneficial ownership
of, and which has resulted in the loss of open space and privatisation of public land. All this would change for the Town
Belt if this Bill becomes law under the sponsorship of Wellington Central MP Grant Robertson. This legislation would
override the Deed which gifted the land to us, with the result it will no longer be the governing document of the Town
Belt as intended by the donors of the land. This would be akin to trying to override a will 141 years after it was executed.
The legislation would also allow the council to carry on or undertake 'any activity or business, do any act or enter into
any transaction' on the Town Belt and for the purposes of the above would give the council 'full rights, powers and
privileges'. It would give council officials the power to undertake 'any' work in the Town Belt 'the council considers
desirable' including the 'construction of any building' (so much for publicly notified consents and the protection of the
Town Belt's open space). It would allow the council to restrict access to the Town Belt by the public of Wellington (the
owners of the land) not just for safety but also to facilitate 'temporary activities' (presumably including commercial ones).
Talk about 'broad' powers over the Town Belt, this Bill would give council officials total power! It seems the Bill would
also change the trusteeship of the Town Belt. It refers to 'the council's trusteeship' and the council's brochure describes
it as 'a trustee' (singular). While the mayor and councilors are trustees of the Town Belt, the council as an organisation
is not. The citizens of Wellington, however, who are also trustees, are not referred to. We would be all losing our
trusteeship if this bill goes through.

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
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More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill
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Submitter Details
First Name: Peter
Last Name: Barber
Organisation: Tararua Tramping Club
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
Wellington's Town Belt is an important recreational resource, and this bill seems intended to safeguard it, and promote
its intended purpose.

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
This is necessary rationalisation of a muddled state of affairs

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The Reserves Act seems a poor fit with some of the uses of the Town Belt, and takes power away from the Wellington
City Council.

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
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Support
Strongly support

Why?
If public access to leased public land is being barred or charged for, then the public should have a say in what leasing is
allowed. The WCC Town Belt Management Plan is the appropriate way to control such developments

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
This appears to have been well-thought through.

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
This seems secure and clear in its intent.

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
These two institutions are long-term investments which need special provisions.

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill
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Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
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Submitter Details
First Name: Hugh
Last Name: Smith
Organisation: My Home Town Limited
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road

6

Created by Consult24    
30



More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

4. Are there any other major changes you think should be included?

Comments
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Submissions by My Home Town Limited 

on

The Wellington Town Belt Bill 2014 

Clause
Reference

Topic Submission 

3(b) Purpose 

Significance to 
mana whenua  

The clause understates the importance of the Town Belt 
to the mana whenua and its role as a “partner” in the 
custodianship of the Town Belt – see Principle 10(1)(b) 

9(2) Legal Status The provisions of the original Town Belt Deed have 
become too narrow and are no longer in line with who 
actually uses the Town Belt today and how they wish to 
use it. Visitors to Wellington make extensive use of 
certain parts of the Town Belt. This needs to be 
recognised by either by: (1) deleting the words “for the 
inhabitants of Wellington”; or (2) inserting “, and visitors 
to, ”after “of” in the last line. 

9(3) Meaning of “public 
recreation” 

The drafting puts too much emphasis on sporting activity 
as being recreation. It needs to be made clear that 
recreation covers other forms of physical activity and 
also covers passive activities – eg.  those who just want 
to admire the view or “just want to sit and think”. It should 
also allow for education outside the class room activities 
which are primarily educational but are consistent the 
Principles in clause 10. The Town Belt is not museum 
piece.  The Bill needs to be drafted in broad permissive 
terms so it doesn’t constrain the use of the Town Belt for 
future enjoyment of activities that may not exist today. 
For example would the demand for use of the Town Belt 
by mountain bikers been anticipated even 10 years ago 
and flying drones might be the next.

We submit that the subsections be redrafted as follows: 

(a) the enjoyment of the public: including without 
limitation for: 

(i) recreation; 

(ii) physical activities; 
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(iii) outdoor activities, including sporting activities;  

(b) use as paths,tracks (including bike tracks) lookouts, 
playgrounds and other recreational amenities; 

(c) education outside the classroom ( being defined as 
curriculum based learning that takes place outside of the 
four walls of the class room); or 

(d) the promotion and protection of the natural 
environment for the enjoyment of the public.

10(1)(a) Principles The clause is too passive. It ought to require the Council 
to be more active in the promotion of the town Belt and 
the facilitation of its use. As noted above the Town Belt 
is not a museum piece. The words “and enhanced and 
protected” are well intentioned but in terms of creating a 
legal responsibility their meaning is vague and uncertain 
and would most likely create inflexibility in the use of the 
Town Belt as the concept  of enjoyment will change over 
time. They are also not logical when used together an 
activity required to “protect” may very well conflict with 
one that is necessary to “enhance”.  Which prevails? We 
submit that subclause 10(a)should be redrafted as 
follows: 

(a) the Wellington Town Belt should be kept whole and 
actively promoted as an amenity available for use by 
current and future generations;

10(b) Principles – mana 
whenua

We strongly support the principle of management in 
partnership with the mana whenua. This recognises the 
settlement reached following the Waitangi Tribunal’s 
Report on land that ought to have been reserved for 
Maori.

10(1)(e) Principles – access There should be more emphasis on the Council being 
obliged to make access available to all regardless of 
ages or disability.  We submit it should be redrafted as 
follows: 

(e) access to the Wellington Town Belt should be made 
available for all to use and enjoy irrespective of age or 
liability.

10(2) Precedence of 
Principles

Clause10(1)(b) is in a different category and should be 
given greater weight under the spirit of the settlement 
reached between the Crown and mana whenua (even 
though the Council was not a party to that settlement) 
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17(c) Restrictions on 
Council’s Powers – 
Commercial
Activity

It is important that the right balance be struck between 
Town Belt Values and allowing commercial activity on 
the Belt. Commercial activity is not per se inconsistent 
with Town Belt values but allowing commercial activity 
carte blanche is totally unacceptable. Any commercial 
activity has to be consistent with the Town Belt values 
regarding access and use. We submit that the drafting of 
clause 17c) strikes the right balance. 

18 and 
21(2)(b)

Leasing and 
Licensing 

There is no logical reason for the leasing or licensing 
regime for the Town Belt to be any different from the 
regime that applies to Concessions in respect of DoC 
land.  Essentially these are: 

 under 10 years no notification 

 10 – 30 years notification required 

 up to 60 years only with the consent of the 
Minister (i.e. in the case of the  Town Belt this 
should be the Council). 

20 Management Plan  
5(6)(d)

We submit that the clause is ambiguous and impossible 
to apply if taken literally. It should be redrafted to read: 

“(d) consider all submissions made on the draft.” 

21(2)(b) Leases We submit that the clause is ambiguous and impossible 
to apply if taken literally. It should be redrafted to read: 

“(b) consider all submissions made on the draft.” 

24(2) Changes to the 
current Wellington 
Town Belt 
Management Plan 

We support the requirement align the current 
Management Plan with the [Act] as soon practicable 
after the Act comes into force. 
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Submitter Details
First Name: Richard
Last Name: Cussins
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
Decisions around town belt issues should be able to be resolved by the council more easily

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
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More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?
We park on the road reserve as it is, and when this changes to town belt this would become more difficult. If the new bill
made it allowable for this parking to continue I would support it.The Coromandel St situation is a classic example where
the sensible option is to still allow the homeowners to access the properties over the townbelt. Traditional use should
have some bearing. On Volga St there are some garages that will be effected. Hopefully they will still be allowed to stay.

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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Submitter Details
First Name: Mary
Last Name: Munro
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
The main justification given by WCC for proposing this Bill is that 'parts of the Town Belt Deed are ... difficult to
interpret.' There are no examples given of which parts or what exactly is difficult to interpret. It is almost certain that this
Bill will NOT resolve 'the existing legal complexities' and that there will be on-going legal challenges once the WCC sets
about undertaking work, including the construction of buildings, which it considers desirable. The 1873 Town Belt Deed
at least protects the Town Belt for present and future Wellingtonians because the WCC does not get beneficial
ownership of the land (and the subsequent power to restrict access or carry on or undertake, any activity or business,
including the construction of any building, it (the WCC) considers desirable.) The Bill also removes the Town Belt from
the Reserves Act 1977. This is a further reason for serious concern from Wellingtonians - they will lose the right to
appeal to the Minister of Conservation if the WCC does something contrary to the Act regarding the Town Belt. My
strong opposition is based on the WCC's preparedness to privatise public land on Wellington's waterfront. It has already
done it at the OPT and there is every indication that it intends to continue this with respect to North Kumutoto.

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
see above (1)
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c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
see above (1)

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill
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Submitter Details
First Name: Lim
Last Name: Leong
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
We support the draft Wellington Town Belt Bill for the following reasons: - Open streetscape and public vista should be
protected for all to enjoy now and in the future. - It is important to have a recreational space close to the city as it makes
Wellington a liveable/green city - the Town Belt should continue to be held under the Wellington City Reserves Act 1871
and the Town Belt Deed for all Wellingtonians

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
the Town Belt should always be protected under the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977 and the Town Belt Deed.

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
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Strongly support

Why?

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support
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Why?

c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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Submitter Details
First Name: Alana
Last Name: Bowman
On behalf of: Myself
Resident or Ratepayer:

Ratepayer Resident Non-resident ratepayer Other
Which Community Board Area is your property in?

Eastern Lambton Northern Onslow-Western
Outside Wellington Southern

Submission

1. Overall, do you support or oppose the general direction and objectives of the Bill?
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
I OPPOSE any changes to the current structure which provides strong protection from alienation of one of the most
precious heritage aspects of Wellington.

2. Do you support or oppose the following provisions
2a. Land included as Town Belt and the statutory principles
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Removing the Town Belt from the provisions of the Reserves Act
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

c. Powers in respect of the Town Belt such as leasing, rights of way and easements
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support
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Why?

d. Adding to and removing land from the Town Belt
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Management of the Town Belt including the provision for a management plan
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Giving the Chest Hospital and Wellington Zoo special status
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

3. Do you support or oppose the rationalisation of land into and out of Town Belt in the following projects?

a. Upper Weld Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

b. Corner of Washington Avenue and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?
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c. Corner of Nairn Street and Brooklyn Road
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

d. Connaught Terrace land
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

e. Liardet Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

f. Mount Albert Road / Volga Street
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly suppot

Why?

g. Mount Victoria lookout
More Information: Draft Wellington Town Belt Bill

Strongly oppose
Oppose
Neither support nor oppose
Support
Strongly support

Why?

4. Are there any other major changes you think should be included?
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