The short guide to making a mural


Step 1: find a site
Identify a site, find out who owns the site and get permission. Be mindful that the site may have heritage value and therefore getting permission may not be straight forward, or there may be a number of owners – for example a building owner and a property manager.

Step 2: select an artist
Commission an artist to design a mural for the site. The project coordinator may require the mural artist to engage with neighbourhood residents and businesses in the design process – to discuss themes of significance or the concerns and values of a particular community.

Step 3: design approved
Get approval from the key stakeholders (for eg: site owners, project sponsors, community etc) for the mural design.

Step 4: preparation
Prepare the site for mural painting, this may involve:
1	a Traffic Management Plan (see Council’s City Arts team about this)
2	health and safety plan
3	cleaning the site
4	repairing the wall
5	undercoating the wall.

Step 5: paint
When the painting of the mural is underway, ensure the process is well documented by film or photography and that key stakeholders including the surrounding community know what’s happening and when. Once painting has been completed the mural should be graffiti-guarded to ensure it’s protected from sun damage and graffiti vandalism.

Step six: celebrate	
Celebrate the completion of the mural – this is really important for those involved in the development of the mural and for those who are most impacted by it. Celebrating the completion of a mural provides a chance to say thank you and acknowledge the achievement.


For more information, or for a copy of the Mural Toolkit – which provides more detailed information about how to make a mural, please contact Wellington City Council’s City Arts team at email: arts@wcc.govt.nz or phone: 499 4444.


