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5 Preferred Route 

The team, in conjunction with Dave Halliday of WCC and the Tawa Community Steering 
Group, has identified a preferred route along the full length of the proposed walkway. This 
section summarises the method of defining options, the evaluation framework and detailed 
commentary on each section 

5.1 Option Definition 

Following our site visit, we divided the path in sections based on linkage nodes (those 
sections of the path where it could change direction to provide access to different 
amenities) We then developed several options for each section and consulted with Dave 
Halliday from WCC on the approach to cyclepath/walkways in Wellington. 

After that initial review, we prepared a workshop with the Tawa Community Steering Group 
where we presented the different options and discussed advantages and disadvantages of 
each route. The Group then submitted a written report of their preferred choice. 

5.2 Evaluation framework 

The team used the following framework for prioritising alignment options for the Porirua 
Stream Walkway through Tawa. The framework has been developed primarily as a tool for 
identifying the degree to which each option meets the scheme objectives. The framework 
will also highlight the differences between the expected costs for each option as well as 
the relative time frames needed for implementation. 

Objectives for the walkway as determined by the community group are to: 

• provide a primary pedestrian route along the bottom of the valley between Willowbank 
reserve and Kenepuru Railway Station; 

• improve links across the valley and between schools, retirement villages, Tawa centre 
and other community facilities; and 

• be suitable for both utility trips and for leisure purposes. 
 

Discussions with the community group, with Wellington City Council officers and a review 
of available data have been used as the basis for evaluation.  Discussions with the 
community group were focused on: 

• Function / Utility  
• Amenity 
• Land Ownership 
• Consenting 
• Cost 
 

 

 

Assessment of each option will be summarised on a single sheet within a decision matrix. (see 
Appendix A)  

 Fig. 5.1.1 Preferred Route of the Porirua Stream Walkway and Cycleway 
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5.3 Section A 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group have chosen Options A1 and A3 as their preferred 
routes through this section.  

 

 

 

 

Option A1 

This option runs in between Porirua stream and the railway tracks from Kenepuru Station to Linden 
Park. It does not provide access to Kenepuru Station as it is on the other side of the railway tracks 
but the station users could use the existing overbridge at this point to access the path. 

This option joins with option A3 at the south end of Linden Park. 

The table below shows a summary of the pros and cons of this option. 

 Table 5.3.1 - OPTION A1 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. Slightly cambered towards the 
stream Easy route for all users Nice route 
along river. 

 
• Avoids the possible need of upgrading 

existing rail crossing. 
 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• Possibility of using and upgrading On-

Track's maintenance track and negotiating 
cost share agreement with On-Track. 

 
• There is room for a 3m path.  
 
• Fencing required to separate path from rail 

track. 
 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Consents required (environmental, resource 
and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) (cost excl. in above amount)  

 
• Doesn’t provide access to Kenepuru Station. 
 
• On-Track's land. Requires Deed of Grant, 

Permit and Standover. 
 
• Might require retaining structure/ gabions/rip-

rap. 
 
• Requires consultation with Historic Places 

Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

 
• Possible flooding risk. Mitigation methods to 

be investigated. 
 
• High possibility of encountering public utilities 

underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
 

During our workshop, the Community Group showed concerns with regards of using On-track’s 
maintenance track as there might be a conflict of interests. 

They believe that although there are not many amenities along this option, it provides a quick and 
fast transport route and it will reduce severance from the part of Tawa that is on the Eastern side of 
the rail. 
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Option A3 
 

This option runs from the end of option A1 at the south end of Linden Park to Findlay 
Street. From A1, it crosses over to the other side of the stream at the south end of Linden 
Park.  

There is an existing bridge at this point. This bridge is on GWRC’s land. However, the 
property in this land is leased. We could study the option of upgrading the existing bridge 
to incorporate it into the path or if this is not suitable, we could construct a new bridge. 

The table below shows details of the pros and cons of Option A3. 

Table 5.3.2 – OPTION A3 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. Slightly cambered towards the 
stream Easy route for all users Nice route 
along river.  

 
• Joins Linden Park to the route. Contributes 

to linking Tawa’s main amenities. 
 
• Avoids the possible need of upgrading 

existing rail crossing. 
 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• There is room for a 3m path.  
 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Consents required (environmental, resource 
and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) (cost excl. in above amount)  

 
• Bridge or Bridge Upgrade required. 
 
• Part of this option runs along GWCC land that 

might be currently leased. 
 
• Might require retaining structure/ gabions/rip-

rap. 
 
• Requires consultation with Historic Places 

Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

 
• Possible flooding risk. Mitigation methods to 

be investigated. 
 
• High possibility of encountering public utilities 

underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
 

The Community Group mentioned they would prefer to construct a new bridge at this 
option rather than upgrading the existing bridge. 

 

 

Fig. 5.3.1 Existing bridge over Porirua Stream at Section A (south end of Linden Park) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5.3.1 Porirua Stream adjacent to Linden Park 
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5.4 Section B 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group has chosen Option B2 as the most favoured option 
along this section. 

This Option runs from the corner of Findlay Street with Gee Street at the south of Linden 
Park to Linden Avenue. It requires one road crossing from Linden Park into Findlay Street 
and will be kept along the western footpath of Findlay Street. 

 

 

Fig 5.4.1 – Findlay Street 

 

 

The table below details the pros and cons of option B2. 

Table 5.4.1 – OPTION B2 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. Existing footpath might need to 
be widen into grassed area to fit 3m path. 
Liaison with owners required. Easy route for 
all users  

 
• Provides access to the route to all houses 

in Finlay Terrace. Contributes to linking 
community to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• There is room for a 3m path.  
 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Takes the route through a road. However it is 
a quiet, wide and residential street. 

 
• No river view or green scenery. 
 
• Brings footpath closer to houses. Some 

residents might not like this idea. Consultation 
required. Possibility of requiring fencing to 
separate/protect existing houses. 

 
• Does not provide link to West Linden Park. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group has chosen this option as a most pragmatic option as  although it 
takes the route into a local road, it is a quiet street with enough room to upgrade the footpath to 3m 
width and it will not be as costly as other alternatives along this section. 

However, the Community Group believes that option B3 could be a long term aspiration as it 
provides a more desirable environment. 

Option B3 would go from the southern end of Linden Park into Gee St and then run along the Old 
Porirua Rd into Linden Avenue. This option has the advantage of connecting Linden Park West into 
the route but might cause some issues with property owners as part of the route runs along existing 
properties.  
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5.5 Section C 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group has favoured option C1 as the most suitable option for 
this section. 

 

 

 

The table below shows the pros and cons of this option. 

Table 5.5.1 – OPTION C1 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. Slightly cambered towards the 
stream. Easy route for all users. 

 
• There is a section of this option that runs 

along the river providing nice scenery. 
 
• Links Linden Social Centre to route. 

Contributes to linking Tawa’s main 
amenities. 

 
• There is a playground at the back of the 

social centre that provides an attractive 
feature to the route. 

 
• There is a section that runs along Nathan 

St connecting all the houses in this street to 
the route. Contributes to linking community 
to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Bridge structure reduces severance 

between east and west. 
 
• Room to fit 3m shared path. Possibility of 

using one of the existing footpaths along 
Nathan St and add extra required width. 
Reduce in costs. 

 
• Provides access to the route to all houses 

in Nathan Street. 
 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Takes the route through a road. However it is 
a quiet, wide and residential street. 

 
• No river view or green scenery in this section. 
 
• Requires 3 road crossings. 
 
• Consents required (environmental, resource 

and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent). 

 
• Might require retaining structure/ gabions/rip-

rap in section along some sections of the river. 
 
• High flooding risk in section along river. 

Mitigation methods to be investigated. 
 
• Requires bridge construction. 
 
• 1 parcel of private land affected but has no 

property in it.  Liaison and negotiations with 
owners required. 

 
• Brings footpath closer to houses. Some 

residents might not like this idea. Consultation 
required. Possibility of requiring fencing to 
separate/protect existing houses. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network on section along Nathan 
St. Liaison with service companies required. 
Possible increase in costs if any services are 
encountered. 
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The Community Group considered this option the most suitable as it introduces Duncan 
Park and all the amenities near by the park into the route (i.e. Linden Social Centre, Mana 
Bridge Club, Duncan Park’s playground). The option of having a bridge into Nathan St was 
very favoured as it would reduce the severance between east and west areas of Tawa. 
 
As part of this section, we have considered some possible local links that contribute to the 
linkage of Tawa’s community. 
 
Local Link 2 
 
This link connects to Option C1 at the northern end of Duncan Park and continues along 
Linden and Collins Avenues into Linden Station. 
 
Local Link 3 
 
This link connects with local links 2 and 4 at Linden Station and continues into Hinau 
Street. 
 
Local Link 4 
 
This link Connects Rawson Street into local link 3 at Linden Station. 
 
Local links 3 and 4 contribute the concept of joining Tawa’s east and west areas.  
 

 

Fig 5.5.1 – Collins Ave road bridge and path south from Duncan Park 
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5.6 Section D 

The preferred options in this section by Tawa’s Community Steering Group were D1 and 
D5. 

 

 

 

Option D1 

This option runs from the southern end of Nathan St where it crossed to the other side of McLellan 
St and continues along this street into Luckie St. Then, continues along the eastern side of Luckie St 
into Grasslees Reserve where it runs along the western side of the stream and links with Option D5 
at the southern end of the Reserve. 

Table 5.6.1 – OPTION D1 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. A section running along 
McLellan and Luckie Streets. Existing 
footpath might need to be widen into 
grassed area to fit 3m path. Liaison with 
owners required. Easy route for all users.  

 
• A section running along the stream. Flat 

terrain. Slightly cambered towards the 
stream. Grassed and bush area. Room for 
3m path.  

 
• Connects with Grasslees Reserve, Bowling 

club and Tawa Pool. This makes the route 
attractive to the users of these amenities. 
Contributes to linking Tawa’s main 
amenities. 

 
• Provides access to the route to all houses 

in Luckie St. Contributes to linking 
community to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• There is room for a 3m path.  
 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 

• Takes a section of the route through a road. 
However it is a quiet, wide and residential 
street. This section does not have river view or 
green scenery. 

 
• 2 road crossings. 
 
• Brings footpath closer to houses. Some 

residents might not like this idea. Consultation 
required. Possibility of requiring fencing to 
separate/protect existing houses. 

 
• Consents required (environmental, resource 

and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) (cost excl. in above amount)  

 
• Possible flooding risk in section at the 

Grasslees Reserve. Mitigation methods to be 
investigated. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group preferred this option as it does not have any private property 
issues, there is a section that provides good views of the stream and it is an ideal linkage into 
Grasslees Reserve, Tawa Pool and Bowling Clubs. 
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Option D5 

From the southern end of Grasslees Reserve, this option continues along the western side 
of the stream all the way up to Tawa’s School where it connects with Option E1. 

Table 5.6.2 – OPTION D5 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain. Slightly cambered towards the 
stream. Easy route for all users. Grassed 
and bush area.  

 
• Connects with Grassless Reserve, Bowling 

club, Tawa Pool and Tawa Station. This 
makes the route attractive to the users of 
these amenities. Contributes to linking 
Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Provides access to the route to all houses 

in Luckie St. Contributes to linking 
community to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• There is room for a 3m path.  
 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 

• Might require retaining structure/ gabions/rip-
rap. along stream. 

 
• There are obstacles on the way ( Lifting 

device) that require to be moved. Width of 
path to be confirmed in some areas 
depending on site constrictions. 
 

• 2 road crossings. 
 
• 1 bridge to link into Local Link 9 
 
• Consents required (environmental, resource 

and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) (cost excl. in above amount)  

 
• Possible flooding risk. Mitigation methods to 

be investigated. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
• A section of this option on the south runs 

along On-Track’s land. Requires Deed of 
Grant, Permit and Standover. 

 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group favours this option as the most suitable for this 
location as provides good linkage between Tawa and Redwood suburbs as well as running 
along flat land providing accessibility to all users. 

 

Local Link 5 

This link provides access from Tawa Pool into Duncan St by means of a subway underneath the 
railway tracks. The Community Group considers this linkage to be essential as it would provide a fast 
route to Tawa College and Tawa Intermediate institution as well as linking Tawa’s Eastern and 
Western suburbs. 

 

Local Link 6 

This link provides access to the route to Oxford St by means of a bridge. It contributes to the linkage 
of the Western suburb into the route. 

Local Link 7 

This links considers an upgrade of the existing overbridge at Tawa Station to provide access to 
Duncan St.  

Local Link 8 

This link proposed to link the route to Melville street , crossing at Oxford St and continuing into 
Cambridge St to provide access to Tawa library. This link contributes to expand the access to 
amenities. 

Local Link 9 

This link runs off the option D5 into oxford St. Further investigation needs to be carried out to 
determine land ownership. 

Tawa’s Community Steering Group favours this option as it provides good linking into Oxford St. 

 

Fig 5.5.1 – Grasslees Reserve 
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5.7 Section E 

The preferred option in this section is E1. This option runs between Porirua stream and the 
North platform at Redwood Station. It joins with D5 but does not provide access into Tawa 
School and continues straight into Tawa St. 
 

 

 

Table 5.7.1 – OPTION E1 

PROS CONS 

• Flat terrain slightly cambered towards 
stream. Grassed and bush area. Nice route 
along river. Easy route for all users  

 
• Does not require river crossing 
 
• Provides access to the route to all houses 

in Finlay Terrace. Contributes to linking 
community to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• Possibility of negotiating a cost share 

agreement with ONTRACK if upgrading 
their maintenance track for the whole 
section of the path. 

 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Requires further investigation to confirm if it is 
possible to fit a 3m path. Possible site 
constraints as river banks not stable. 

 
• Does not connect Tawa School to route. 
 
• Consents required (environmental, resource 

and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) 

 
• Might require retaining structure/ gabions/rip-

rap. 
 
• On-Track land. Requires Deed of Grant, 

Permit and Standover. 
 
• Possibility of requiring fencing within On-

Track’s land. 
 
• Possible flooding risk. Mitigation methods to 

be investigated. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 
 

The Community Group considered this option as the most suitable as it is a direct continuation of 
option D5 and would provide a good route to rail commuters, workers to the local industrial business 
and primary school commuters.  
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5.8 Section F 

Option F2 is the preferred route along this section. This option crosses over to the other 
side of Tawa St , then crosses over the railway tracks (possible upgrading of existing 
crossing required)and then runs along the eastern side of the railway tracks into the 
southern end of Taylor Park where it joins with option G3 by a means of a subway 
underneath the rail tracks. 

Further investigation will be required to determine the most suitable position for this 
subway 

 

. 

Table 5.8.1 – OPTION F2 

PROS CONS 

• A section of flat terrain. Existing car park. 
Links Redwood Station South Platform into 
route. 

 
• Another section running along existing path 

and bush. Flat terrain. Provides access to 
Tennis Club and Taylor Park.  

• The last section of this option runs along 
slightly inclined terrain. Grassed area. Room 
for 3m path. Route runs along Taylor Park. 

• Room for 3m path along most of the route 
length but needs to be confirmed at the 
section along the Tennis Club. 

 
• Possibility of negotiating a cost share 

agreement with ONTRACK if upgrading their 
maintenance track. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Requires 1 road crossing, upgrading of one 
existing railway crossing at Tawa St and a 
railway underpass at the southern end of Taylor 
Park. 

 
• No river view or green scenery. 
 
• On-Track land. Requires Deed of Grant, Permit 

and Standover. 
 
• Possibility of requiring fencing within On-Track’s 

land. 
 
• Requires consultation with Historic Places Trust 

and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places. 

 
• High possibility of encountering public utilities 

underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in costs 
if any services are encountered. 

 

 

Tawa Community Steering Group considers this route the most suitable for this section as it provides 
direct access to the running club and has the possibility of connecting with Taylor Terrace with local 
link 11. 

Local Link 10 

Consideration has been given to construct a link north of the retirement village onto the Main Rd. 
This link will ease commuting to St Francis Xavier School as well as local industry workers and 
eastern suburb residents. However, further investigation needs to be carried out to determine the 
exact position of this link as it would either need to go through private property or through the 
retirement village. 

Local Link 11 

This link runs along Redwood Station southern car park into Taylor Terrace. This link offers a good 
option to Tawa western suburb and will ease commuting distances to the station and into the route. 
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5.9 Section G 

The preferred options in this section are G3, then into G1 and into G4 to end at Takapu 
Road Station.  G3 runs along the eastern side of the stream next to the railway line, it 
starts at the retirement village, continues along to Dressmart Shopping Mall where it 
crosses the stream at the southern end of the mall’s parcel and links into G1 which 
continues along the western side of the stream through Willowbank Reserve and play 
area, then it joins into option G4 where it continues to Boscobel Lane into Takapu Road 
Station.  

 

 

Fig 5.9.1 – Willowbank Reserve 

 

Table 5.9.1 – OPTION G3 AND SECTIONS OF G1 AND G4 

PROS CONS 

• A combination of flat terrain and slightly 
inclined terrain. 

 
• Nice river view and green scenery. 

 
• Possibility of providing linkage to retirement 

village residents only through bridge. 
 
• Possibility of negotiating a cost share 

agreement with On-Track if upgrading their 
maintenance track. 

 
• Bring shops and Willowbank Reserve into 

the route, it connects route to Takapu Rd 
Station promoting green travel to train 
commuters. Contributes to linking 
community to Tawa’s main amenities. 

 
• Promotes a healthier environment 

(reduction in traffic, noise and improvement 
of air quality). 

 
• There is room for a 3m path along most of 

the route although some sections require 
further investigation to confirm width..  

 
• Contributes to the extension of Wellington’s 

walkways/cycleways network. 
 

• Possibility of requiring fencing within 
ONTRACK’s land. 

• On-Track land. Requires Deed of Grant, 
Permit and Standover. 

• Consents required (environmental, resource 
and building consents, possibly earthworks 
consent) 

 
• Possibility of requiring fencing within On-

Track’s land. 

• Requires 2 bridges across the stream. 

• Requires consultation with Historic Places 
Trust and Iwis to check if there are any historic 
places.  

 
• High flooding risk at some of the sections 

along the stream. Mitigation methods to be 
investigated. 

• High possibility of encountering public utilities 
underground network. Liaison with service 
companies required. Possible increase in 
costs if any services are encountered. 

 

 

Tawa Community Steering Group favours G3 as the most direct route through to Dressmart and 
Willowbank Reserve. The Group is considering the alternative of providing a bridge for the 
retirement village residents so that they can access the village from the route. This bridge will be 
limited to residents use only.  

The connection of route G3 with G1 by means of a bridge over the stream will provide easy access 
to Willowbank Reserve and the connection with G4 will link the route to the existing paths in this area 
as well as connecting the route with Takapu Rd Station which will create a pleasant route for train 
commuters.


