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2 Urban Design Analysis 

2.1 Land Form & History 

The suburb of Tawa is predominantly contained within an alluvial valley centred on Porirua 
Stream. The southern boundary is Takapu Road which is also the connection to SH1 and 
the northern end borders Porirua City at Kenepuru.  

Tawa is a strong and distinct satellite suburb on the major northern transport corridor from 
Wellington. The Porirua Stream has carved out the valley in which Tawa sits and it has 
long been the natural route up to the Porirua Harbour, and beyond. It linked in to other 
tracks between the Porirua and Wellington Harbours via Te Korokoro, Kaiwharawhara or 
Waitohi streams. When Edward Jerningham Wakefield visited in 1839 he described the 
area as… 

 “a fine alluvial valley through which a considerable stream brawled and cascaded. Noble 
forest-trees and plentious underwood intercepted all view of anything but the beaten track 
along which we progressed.” 

And Stokes who was part of a survey party in 1840, noted that… 

 “The path leads …through the valley, crossing the Porirua Stream fourteen times. …The 
stream is at no place where we forded it more than six yards wide or knee deep”.  

Over time this initial route has been supplemented with the old Porirua Road, rail corridor, 
and more recently SH1. There has also been considerable growth in the urban form - as 
some of the early photographs attest. The rail and motorway developments have been the 
hardest to integrate into the community – effectively separating the communities on the 
eastern and western slopes of the valley.  

The proposal for the Porirua Stream Walkway and Cycleway is the latest development in 
the transport infrastructure of Tawa. It offers an ideal opportunity to promote pedestrian 
and cycling and reconnect the community from north to south and east to west with a new 
‘green corridor’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.2.3.1 Historic Photographs of Tawa (from Tawa - Enterprise and Endeavour by Ken 
Cassells) 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.2.3.2 Plaque demarcating the route of the Old Porirua Road (located on Main Road 
footpath) 
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2.2  Urban Form Analysis 

Tawa is primarily a residential suburb. It has a commercial core around Main Road, with 
some local shops around Collins Ave in the north. A light commercial / industrial area runs 
broadly from Takapu Road through to Tawa St on the western side of the stream,. 
Including the Dressmart outlet shopping centre. There are a number of primary schools 
and a central intermediate and secondary college located on the eastern side south of 
McLellan St.  

Another key feature of Tawa is the string of public parks, reserves and open space areas 
that are almost continuous throughout the suburb. From south to north they include 
Willowbank Reserve, Taylor Park, reserve area opposite Tawa station, Grasslees Reserve 
next to Tawa Pool, Duncan Park, Linden Park west and Linden Park. These WCC owned 
and maintained open spaces and other ancillary land offer a wide variety of recreational 
activities to the local residents from walkways, picnic areas, tennis courts, playgrounds, 
roller rinks, and dedicated sports fields. There are a number of other community based 
facilities located on or adjacent to these recreational areas. These include Tawa Pool, 
skate facilities, badminton courts, a BMX track, social and bridge clubs, sports club 
facilities and a number of lawn bowls facilities. Taken together the list above provides a 
significant amenity value to the community. 

The Porirua Stream itself also offers, in parts, some picturesque landscape values with 
established planting. There is an opportunity for this to be significantly enhanced through 
this project with careful planting and remediation of the stream banks. 

The urban design challenges generated from this study centre on reinforcing the north-
south and east-west connections across the Tawa community. The Kapiti rail corridor in 
particular, and to a lesser extent the Porirua Stream, reinforces a sense of severance 
between the eastern and western sides of the valley.  

In particular the route offers an opportunity to create enhanced connections between 
residential areas and the local centre shopping, schools (in particular Tawa College and 
Tawa Intermediate which have a suburb-wide catchment), local rail stations and a wide 
range of community recreational spaces, facilities and amenities outlined above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig.2.2.1 Tawa – Urban Form 
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2.3 Urban Design Intent 

The New Zealand Urban Design Protocol provides a platform to make New Zealand 
towns and cities more successful through quality urban design. It is part of the 
Government’s Sustainable Development Programme of Action and Urban Affairs portfolio. 
Urban design seeks to ensure that the design of buildings, places, spaces and networks 
that make up our towns and cities, work for all of us, both now and in the future.  

The Urban Design Protocol identifies seven essential design qualities that together create 
quality urban design. These are Context, Character, Choice, Connections, Creativity, 
Custodianship and Collaboration.  

In urban design terms the proposed Porirua Stream Walkway and Cycleway specifically 
addresses the Connections and Choice objectives, and support the others to a lesser 
extent. In more detail these objectives promote the following: 

Connections – ‘good connections enhance choice, support social cohesion, make places 
lively and safe, and facilitate contact among people. All networks connect and support 
health towns, and where physical layouts and activity patterns are easily understood, 
residents and visitors can navigate easily’. 

Choice – ‘fosters diversity and offers people choice in the urban form of our towns and 
cities, and choice in densities, building types, transport options and activities’. 

For the proposed Porirua Stream Walkway and Cycleway the urban design intent is to 
connect the series of open, green spaces into a green corridor. This north-south route 
then becomes  

• a key pedestrian and cycle arterial through the community 

• facilitates local journeys and reducing vehicle trips 

• both links existing and new recreational and community spaces 

•  enhancing east-west connections and reducing community severance 

• provides enhanced amenity value around the stream 

These important design outcomes have been used to determine route options and develop 
evaluation criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fig.2.3.1 Porirua Stream Walkway – Urban Design Intent 
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2.4 Demographic Data Analysis 

A high level analysis of data from the 2006 Census for the suburb of Tawa was 
undertaken as part of this study. This took Meshblock data and converted it into Some of 
this data is summarised in the diagrams opposite. 

There are some interesting points to note:  

• The population is predominantly concentrated on the western side of Main Road, with a 
pocket of higher density housing in the in the northeast of Linden. 

• The local primary schools serve their respective immediate communities with four along 
the western side and two in the north east. Journeys would therefore tend to be local. 

• The Intermediate and secondary College are adjacent on a campus located on the 
eastern side of the rail corridor. Therefore there a significant amount of student journeys 
that traverse the suburb particularly east west but also north south. An attractive route 
that caters for these desire lines would be of significant benefit, particularly in relation to 
reducing local vehicle trips. 

• There are five rail stations along the 6km length from Takapu Road to Kenepuru, 
Redwood is split into a north and southbound platform either side of the Tawa St 
intersection. It is clear there are still opportunities to grow the rail passenger use from 
those living closer to the rail corridor. Any route should therefore pick up and reinforce 
the use of these key transport nodes, either directly, or through additional local links.  

• The pedestrian travel to work indicates that most residents tend not to work locally and 
commute into either Wellington or Porirua. This particular data does not capture the 
local, non-work related journeys, which a route would offer significant benefit. More data 
and analysis is required to determine these specific benefits. 

• There is a significant amount of council owned land along the length of the valley floor. 
This tends to be in the form of parks and other public recreational open spaces. Any 
route would add additional recreational and amenity benefits from connecting these 
green spaces. 

This analysis was used to define key connections and the evaluation criteria used to 
determine route options. 

 

 


