Accessibility Advisory Group Minutes
Tuesday, 26th July 5:30pm – 7:30pm

Wellington City Council, 101 Wakefield St
Committee Room 1
Chairperson: 

Lee Rutene
Members: 
Tim Pate, Julia Aguilar, Lee Rutene, Tristram Ingham, 

Christine Richardson, Alan Royal, Christine O’Sullivan,

Michael Bealing 

Councillors: 

Cr Lee, Cr Sparrow

ELT member: 

Jeremy Baker

Staff: 

James Mather
5.30pm: Welcome from the Chair & Apologies 

1. Apologies received from Tristram and Christine Richardson & Jeremy. 
2. David Lee apologised for being late.

3. Lee opened the meeting with a prayer.
5:35pm: Confirmation of Minutes

1. Julia moved that the minutes of the previous meeting are a true and correct record, this was seconded by Michael. No objections were raised.
5:40pm: LGWM
Discussion of the insights and principles gleaned from the LGWM engagement survey. 

The presentation is available on the LGWM website and will be linked to AAG 

Floor opened to AAG for queries:
Q – What form of feedback are you seeking?

A – Not currently clear on exactly what form feedback will be taking. As the form of our scenarios for interventions becomes clearer then we will have more idea about how we will seek feedback. It could be surveys, interest groups, we aren’t sure.

Q – In what form are you continuing to collect ideas?

A – We have been having public events, as well as Facebook forums. The website is still open for collecting ideas. All these methods of collection will continue to be run throughout the year. 

Q – As a gold card holder, I can move around as I like. Has there been any consideration of staggering fares throughout the day to influence change? Do we know why people always want to drive?

A – There are some interesting tensions in the research, between parking and public transport for example. We can draw assumptions about that, but its hard to say how to resolve it. 

Q – Underpasses or overpasses for pedestrians, like we have at Westpac – are there considerations for more of those?

A – International models, such as parking charging models, or moving parking, are being looked at currently. The city’s parking isn’t necessarily isn’t at capacity, but people often don’t want to travel a small distance.
Q – I am pleased to see accessibility as the 1st principle. Access to the information is important also, so that things are real time. I recently spent a month in Canada. Vancouver is rather similar to Wellington, cycling conflict included. Grade separation has been used to ease conflict between cyclists and pedestrians in terms of competing for space. I understand you don’t have full influence on this, but looking at Vancouver for examples is something I would encourage. 

Q – I think there are too many taxis on the road and not enough busses. This ratio should be inversed; taxis are killing the use of roads. Taxis are also incredibly expensive, I would be better off getting a private car which has obvious environmental consequences. We should also be looking at getting rid of the Basin Reserve as it poses huge issues.

Q – The survey should be accessible. We couldn’t get past the first screen on the survey; if you were blind you had to find another way to give feedback. 

Q – I disagreed with the flyover. There are more driver licences in the older age brackets, so there is a theory we have reached peak traffic. Often younger people don’t understand road rules such as keep left. There needs to be more education in this space, as more people aren’t reading the road code due to not taking up a licence. Traffic flow is often disrupted by people not following the road code, especially impactful when bus drivers do not to this as they have a greater impact due to vehicle size. Also keen to see more cultural shifts toward an inclusive culture between transport modes. 
Q – Busses that speak bus route numbers and the stops would be good. This is a perfect time to ensure that all busses do this, trains and valley flyers do. In this day and age I shouldn’t have to wave my snapper card to get drivers to give me information. This helps everyone, not just blind people – tourists for example.

A – We are rolling out new contracts. We are looking at replacing for half our busses. The specifications for the new busses include plans to include announcements as you spoke of. We are behind the 8 ball on this as you stated.

6:10pm: Accessibility Action Plan 

1. AAG to confirm tabled committee scoping paper 
2. The role of Geoff in lieu of Nigel resigning

3. Consideration of further ideas 

Notes from AAG on wanted changes to the paper:

· Reference to the concept of Council and its Councillors to demonstrate leadership.
· Accessibility needs to more apparent in the earliest aspects of the paper.
· Universal Accessibility needs to be used instead of design. Design drags away from the core message of accessibility which doesn’t focus on the built environment only. 
· What does the “Options” heading mean? Can this be made clear to AAG.
· Para 28; tone of this needs to corrected. This should read more as the committee giving a mandate for resourcing of council officers to work on it. AAG will work on it regardless; this doesn’t need to be given effect to by committee.

· Para 4; tone of this needs to addressed as for the above. What is the point of this statement? AAG want to work on this plan regardless. 

· Largely want to see a mandate for resourcing and staffing. 

· Para 22; notes a strategy, this isn’t a strategy it is a plan. Needs to be clear.
· Recommendations, para 3 and 4; 4 could be condensed. 3 is good, there is too much overlap between them however. 

· The need for further development of the plan should be stated up front, so as to not lose the reader.

6:40pm: AAG Structure Update 

1. James has commissioned an advertisement from the Comms team. This will be distributed widely to relevant organisations. 
2. Co-chair nominations will be considered going forward, James advised that a co-chair structure can allow for less pressure on 1 member to direct the group and can provide upskilling. 
3. Portfolio Group Establishment was suggested by James, with members of AAG having a direct link to certain policies. This has been used previously, but requires dedication to see success. AAG advised they were open to the possibility. 
4. Code of Conduct was brought up. James advised that whilst AAG are expected to be critical in their feedback, it should remain constructive and professional. This is especially relevant due to the transparent nature of upcoming policy development.  
7:00pm: Chinese Garden Feedback 

1. James to table statement for AAG approval

2. Statement going to next planning team meeting

AAG advised the motivation for the development of this letter is a public enquiry on how WCC considers advice on accessibility. 

AAG sees this as part of our public duty on behalf of the accessibility community. 

7:15pm: Councillors Update 

Medium density housing consultation is coming up (Newlands & Tawa). 

We are running a bid to bring the 78th World Science Fiction Convention, or Worldcon, to New Zealand in 2020

The site for 2020 will be selected by the members of the 2018 Worldcon. Between now and 2018, the bid committee will be publicising and promoting the bid to science fiction fans all around the world.

Est. 1200-1500 delegates 

Est. 150 with impairments

Bib between AK and WGN 

Our approach is to securing the bid for Wellington is to treat delegates with impairments as VIPs from arrival to departure.

7:20pm: Annual Report
1. Report Tabled
2. AAG members have until 12pm Friday to ratify the final amendments. 
7:25pm: Other Business
1. Airport development, AAG keen to be involved in ensuring accessibility of the terminal. 

2. Accessibility not mentioned often on WCC documents and consultations 

3. James to update minutes online 

ACTION LIST:

1) James to send link to LGWM presentation (completed 27/7/2016)
2) Letter to Planning Department, update with AAG comments (sent to CityShaper)
3) David Lee & AAG to do a trial during an event at Westpac to see how accessible it is 
4) James to update minutes online (Completed)
5) David Lee to talk to property manager at Airport 

6) James to find a list of what projects Be.Accessible are currently contracted to do in WCC (query sent off)

