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8 Management sectors 
 
8.1 Western Tawa  
 
8.1.1 Description 
 
8.1.1.1  Landscape 
 

The Tawa landscape is composed of a central axis of flat land rising to 
steeper ground to the east and west. A strong sense of containment is 
provided by the Outer Green Belt and Marshalls Ridge on the western side, 
and Takapu ridge to the east. The built environment gives way to an 
increasing predominance of natural elements and patterns moving up onto 
the skyline, with a strong indigenous character to the west and a more 
exotic and open character to the east. Reserves within the built 
environment and along main roads soften the monotony and 
predominance of structures.  Woody vegetation on steeper ground within 
reserves and vegetation along the SH1 corridor make a significant 
contribution to the coherence of the landscape and provide visual relief 
and amenity for immediate communities. These ribbons of native 
vegetation, as well as exotic shrubs and trees, are supplemented by similar 
patterns of vegetation on private land.  
 
Reserves in the Tawa west area make a major contribution to this attractive 
and evolving landscape. The more important groups of reserves include:   
 
Reserves on the western side 
Spicer Forest occupies a significant area of Council land within the Outer 
Green Belt and the forest is of considerable visual amenity value for people 
in Tawa. Although pines dominate there are groups of other exotic trees 
along the boundary and indigenous species have naturally regenerated 
along the lower slopes and up gullies into the pine plantation. This pattern 
of exotic trees interspersed with indigenous vegetation is continued along 
the slope into the Forests of Tane to the south and across the lower slopes 
of Colonial Knob to the north, providing an overall coherence along the 
face of the hills. A series of bush and scenic reserves, some partially 
contiguous with Spicer Forest, assist in the consolidation of this backdrop. 
 
Redwood Bush, Westwood, and Charles Duncan Reserve are all an integral 
part of the Tawa backdrop and contribute high visual amenity value for 
residents. Further north, two scenic reserves, for the most part located 
inside the Porirua City boundary, confer similar benefits for Tawa 
residents. 
 
There are significant areas of open space scattered through the built 
environment on the western side of Tawa. A number of reserves are wholly 
or partially located on steeper ground covered in a mix of indigenous and 
exotic species. Main Road West Reserve occupies an escarpment above the 
road and contributes in positive ways to the travel experience as well as to 
the amenity of the immediate residential environment. Victory Crescent, 
Lyndhurst, and Larsen Crescent reserves all make similar contributions to 
their communities. 
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 Seen from the eastern side of Tawa and from the motorway the vegetation 
through the reserves of western Tawa softens the built environment and 
gives emphasis to the variation in landform.  
 
Reserves through the central axis 
The reserves through the central axis of Tawa including Willowbank,  
Main Road, Porirua Stream Esplanade, Grasslees Reserve, Duncan Street 
Railway and Taylor Park form a virtual continuum of open space with 
mixed vegetation.  These reserves make a vital contribution to the visual 
amenity and coherence of Tawa.  
 
8.1.1.2 Ecology 
 

The Tawa Basin dominates this area. Originally this basin would have been 
covered in forest dominated by tall conifers, in particular kahikatea and 
other tree species with a tolerance of moist, heavy soils eg pukatea and 
pigeonwood. Larsen Crescent is the only remaining area that is 
representative of this original cover, and there are few reserves with 
indigenous forest cover at all. Those that do contain indigenous forest 
within this area are priorities for pest animal and weed control.  
 
Although largely modified, Porirua Stream is an important feature of the 
Tawa Basin, and there are many opportunities for restoring its riparian 
cover. 
 
Contrary to the lack of forest within the Tawa Basin, the western hills 
surrounding the Basin are well vegetated, with some remnants of original 
forest cover. These remnants are very important for protecting a 
representative range of Wellington’s biodiversity. They are also important 
seed sources and are critical to the areas ecological connectivity.  
 
8.1.2 Actions and policies  
 
8.1.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Strengthen the coherence across reserves with the use of native 
plants, either by planting those that are natural to the area or by 
encouraging natural regeneration. 

 
• Plant more woody vegetation along the Porirua Stream to enhance 

the landscape as well as the ecology of the stream. Consideration to 
be given to retaining and enhancing  stream views where 
appropriate. 

 
• Use a selected range of exotic trees for on-going planting through 

the axial reserves from Willowbank to Linden Park to provide a 
coherent planting structure. 

 
• Extend pest control programme to include: 

o possum control in Charles Duncan Reserve 
o weed and animal control pest control in St Annes Reserve. 
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• Carry out indigenous riparian planting where streams run through 
reserves including Grasslees Reserve, Oxford Street Reserves, 
Willowbank Reserve. 

 
• Monitor indigenous forest resilience and health at reserves, 

important for forest connectivity – Larsen Crescent, St Annes 
Reserve. 

 
• Review and update  the Larsen Crescent Reserve Vegetation 

Management Guidelines 1998. 
 
8.1.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Prepare a master plan for the redevelopment of Grasslees Reserve, 
including upgrading of the playground and skate park. The 
redevelopment will incorporate the proposed Porirua Stream Walkway 
and cycle way and the proposed memorial instigated by the Tawa RSA 
and Tawa Historical Society. 

 
• Prepare a long term planting plan for Willowbank Reserve. 
 
• Investigate future recreation options for Arthur Carman Park and 

Lyndhurst Park (site 1805). Consideration will be given to access 
and circulation improvements at Lyndhurst Park. 

 
• Decommission Kowhai Park (over time) playground, on the basis 

that other playgrounds will be upgraded nearby. 
 
• Upgrade Coronation Park play area. 
 
• Upgrade Lyndhurst Reserve play area and at the same time assess 

the need for Larsen Crescent Play area.  
 
• Investigate a partnership with Tawa schools for joint provision of 

sportsfields facilities. 
 
8.1.2.3 Tracks and access 
 

• Facilitate the establishment of the Porirua Stream walkway and 
cycleway with the Tawa community and other regional 
organisations such as NZ Transport Agency, Ontrack, Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, Porirua City Council. 

 
• Work with the owner of the lands between Redwood Bush, Tawa 

Reserves and the Outer Green Belt to negotiate access for walking 
and cycling as part of the subdivision of Upper Stebbings Valley.  
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8.2 Takapu Valley, eastern Tawa, Grenada North 
 
8.2.1 Description 
 
8.2.1.1 Landscape 
 

The Takapu area is for the most part rural in character and existing 
reserves are minimal.  Woodburn Drive Reserve at the bottom of Takapu 
Valley Road contributes to the environmental and visual quality of the 
valley entrance. 
 
The Takapu Valley is characterised by an intimacy and containment at the 
bottom and a broadening out at the top. The narrow road and the 
predominance of pasture with scattered remnants of native scrub and 
groups of exotic trees, notably macrocarpa, with structures integrated into 
the landform, means that a strong rural character has been retained in 
spite of intensified settlement. Of particular relevance to the NRMP are the 
containing ridges and spurs above the valley, notably Takapu Ridge to the 
north-west and the Horokiwi Ridge to the south-east. Protecting the rural 
character of the more immediate valley is to some extent assured by the 
steepness and complexity of the valley sides, which constrain development, 
but the upper slopes and ridges are vulnerable to development that could 
adversely affect the character of the valley as well as the wider landscape of 
the NRMP area. Pine plantations are a significant feature on the higher 
faces and ridges and the future management of the areas they occupy will 
be important for the longer term quality and character of the landscape. 
The retention of steeper and riparian areas in native regrowth, already in 
evidence, is to be encouraged with the establishment of reserves should 
subdivision occur. Any development should be low density with well 
integrated structures.  
 
Reserves on the eastern side 
The reserves on the eastern side of Tawa are for the most part on steeper 
ground and scrub covered with indigenous regeneration beginning to 
assert its presence.  In the case of Wilf Mexted Reserve this indigenous 
cover is well advanced.  Although the reserves are scattered and of a 
limited area they never the less assume prominence in the visual landscape 
due to their location on steep faces. Seen in combination with vegetation 
along road reserves they provide contrast and definition to the landscape; 
they give emphasis to landform and break the built environment down into 
identifiable communities. Wilf Mexted Reserve and reserves at the lower 
end of Takapu Road and above Woodman Drive are particularly important 
in providing identity and high quality visual amenity to their local 
communities. 
 
Grenada North Reserve provides buffering for the immediate communities 
with which it is associated and substantially enhances the significance of 
the open space corridor of SH1. The reserve contributes to the broad 
swathe of green open space running up to the Horokiwi Ridge and 
including Grenada North Park and Caribbean Avenue Reserve. This very 
significant area of open space promises to greatly enhance the quality and 
coherence of the landscape in the long term. The combined reserves make 
a major and positive contribution to the views from Tawa, and the 
motorway. 
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8.2.1.2 Ecology 
 

This area is mostly the moderate to steep hill country and contorted gullies 
of Wellington’s inland hill country. There are two ecologically significant 
reserves in this area that are important for their representation of 
Wellington’s biodiversity, as well as the ecological connectivity of the area; 
Wilf Mexted Scenic Reserve, and Woodburn Drive Reserve. Both of these 
reserves contain examples of the area’s original forest cover, with canopy 
species such as tawa, hinau and rewarewa. Other key forest remnants in 
this area are associated with steep gullies and occur on private land. These 
areas are important for ecological connectivity as important seed sources.  
 
This area is a large part of the Porirua Stream headwaters, and landuse 
practices will impact on the water quality and stream health of Porirua 
Stream, which flows into Porirua Harbour. 
 
The large Caribbean Drive Reserve also presents a unique opportunity, in 
that although there are no forest remnants, there are well developed areas 
of kanuka/manuka shrubland. This type of shrubland is a transitional 
community from pastureland to forest and its occurrence is uncommon in 
Wellington. Again, a representation of the original type of forest cover and 
associated communities is likely in this area as long as pests are controlled. 
This reserve is also a potentially important area for forest connectivity. 
 
8.2.2 Actions and policies  
 
8.2.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Ensure that the road alignment and road reserve are managed to 
sustain the existing character of this rural corridor. 

 
• Protect the open character of ridges, spurs, and steep slopes in any 

subdivision through the acquisition of reserves and the pursuit of 
covenants. 

 
• The Council will discuss with individual landowners, opportunities 

for a partnership approach in protecting native forest on private 
land for ecological connectivity in the Takapu Valley. 

 
• Carry out indigenous riparian planting in Takapu Road Reserve 

and investigate the opportunity to establish a wetland area. 
 
• Monitor indigenous forest health at Wilf Mexted and Woodburn 

Drive Reserve. 
 
• Assess the future role and size of Grenada North reserve between 

Grenada North and the motorway to retain its role as a landscape 
buffer and to integrate it as part of the Lincolnshire Farm 
development. 

 
• Develop, in consultation with the community and interest groups, a 

concept plan for the ex-Transpower land, Caribbean Avenue 
Reserve. 
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• 
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Work with FOTBR to prepare Restoration Management Plans for 
Wilf Mexted and Woodburn Reserves, in accordance with the 
Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 
8.2.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Horse riding shall be permitted in Woodburn Drive  Reserve, 
providing that they stay on designated tracks and do not cause any 
damage to conservation values. 

 
• Provide a new playground in Pikitanga Reserve. 
 
• Decommission playground at Mahoe Reserve. 
 
• Upgrade Raroa Park and Grenada North playgrounds. 

 
8.2.2.3 Tracks and access 
 

• Work with the Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves to develop a track 
link between Wilf Mexted Reserve, Woodburn Reserve and into 
Willowbank Park. 
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8.3 Churton Park, Stebbings, Glenside 
 

8.3.1 Description 
 

8.3.1.1  Landscape 
 

These areas are diverse in character due to the very complex topography 
and drainage patterns. Housing development over the past 30 years has 
come to dominate the landscape so that the natural patterns of open space 
have been subjugated with a consequent loss of legibility and coherence.  
The Outer Green Belt, Marshall Ridge, Stebbings Stream, and the Porirua 
Stream do however provide a unifying landscape framework. Taken in 
combination with existing and proposed reserves this framework promises 
an evolving coherence in open space patterns with high amenity values for 
the communities contained within them. The existing and proposed 
reserves are central to this future coherence and environmental 
enhancement. 
 
The Outer Green Belt provides a very strong sense of containment on the 
western side and the steep slopes falling down to Churton Park and 
Stebbings Valley are limiting for development.  This continuum of open 
ridges and steep slopes continues down Marshall Ridge to a prominent 
spur falling steeply to Middleton Road and the Porirua Stream.  Retaining 
this open space as predominantly natural with a minimum of structure will 
be important not only for the immediate area but for the whole of the 
northern reserves area. 
 
Waterways draining to the Porirua Stream are deeply incised, forming 
natural barriers to development. With time these become valuable ribbons 
of open space and contribute to community identity and visual amenity. 
Stebbings Stream has the potential to become the defining feature in the 
identity of the valley community and its cohesion. With re-vegetation along 
the stream and up tributaries, linking remnants and re-clothing steeper 
slopes, a unique character will evolve. Virtually all of the future dwellings 
will have views down to Stebbings Stream and across to patterns of open 
space rising up onto ridge lines on the other side of the valley. This will 
provide high visual amenity as well as providing easy access to open space 
for walking/ cycling. 
 
The existing reserves surrounding Churton Park and Glenside contribute 
valuable visual amenity to local communities and reserves such as 
Lakewood give emphasis to natural patterns within the built environment. 
Planting on steeper ground within reserves is being supplemented by 
planting along road reserves and on private properties so that natural 
patterns are being strengthened.  John Walker and Edward Wilson 
Reserves provide valuable open space and relief from built structures as 
well as having value within the wider visual landscape. These reserves form 
a continuum of open space across Middleton Road to Wingfield Place 
Reserve and up to the motorway. Vegetation along the motorway corridor 
defines a strong ‘edge’ for Glenside, providing containment and a 
continuous pattern of open space. 
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Glenside Reserve is central to, and a defining feature of, the landscape 
framework for this group of suburbs. Glenside Reserve marks the 
beginning of a continuum of open space associated with Porirua Stream 
and Willowbank Reserve. It also provides a linkage from the bottom of 
Stebbings Stream and Marshall Ridge across Middleton Road and over the 
motorway to Mark Avenue and Seton Nossiter parks. Glenside Reserve 
constitutes a substantial area of green open space which, taken in 
combination with associated areas of a similar character, has a very 
significant visual impact from surrounding areas.  A ‘rural character’ has 
been sustained in spite of the intensity of development in surrounding 
areas. The concept plan provided aims to protect this rural character. In its 
advocacy for the enhancement of landscape and recreation values the 
Council will seek to strengthen linkages from Glenside Reserve across the 
motorway to Seton Nossiter, along the Porirua Stream to Willowbank, and 
south to Wingfield Place. 
 
The Middleton Road  Railway Land and Rowells Road reserves are part of 
a very significant corridor of open space along Middleton Road and Porirua 
Stream.  There are some significant exotic trees through this area 
particularly around and south of Wingfield Place. This corridor has a 
strong rural character and structures are set well back from the road with 
buffers of vegetation. This corridor is an integral part of a wider expanse of 
open space associated with Marshall Ridge and the faces on its eastern side 
where existing structures are scattered and absorbed within natural 
patterns of topography and vegetation. This open space is visually 
important in views from the motorway and the eastern side of the NRMP 
area, from Grenada and Grenada North in particular.  
 
8.3.1.2 Ecology 
 

This area is characterised by the complex terrain of Wellington’s inland hill 
country; including north/south slopes, broad damp basins and convoluted 
gullies and valleys. Original cover would have varied depending on the 
environment, but in general forests would have been dominated by tawa 
with emergent rimu and rata. Although this type of terrain and original 
cover is reasonably well represented elsewhere in the northern 
management area, remnants within the Churton Park, Stebbings, Glenside 
area tend to be very small and isolated. Some of the most representative 
forest remnants of this area are under no form of protection at all. 
Connectivity is also a major issue for this area, and there are significant 
gaps in forest connectivity. Some of this connectivity can be improved 
through pest control and potentially enhancement planting of existing 
reserves. Other areas essential to connectivity are in private ownership and 
this management plan has an advocacy role in encouraging private 
landowners to protect these. 
 
This area is also a significant part of the Porirua catchment, and much of 
the traditionally farmed area is currently under development. This is 
expected to have a strong impact on the Porirua Stream and this 
management plan advocates land use practices that protect streams, such 
as the retention of ephemeral streams and low impact urban design.  
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8.3.2  Actions and policies 
 

8.3.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Ensure that the design and development of Glenside Reserve 
enhances its contribution to the wider coherence and 
connectedness of the landscape while enhancing the quality of the 
reserve and the recreation opportunities afforded.  A preliminary 
concept for the reserve is provided with this plan. 

 
• Acquire a network of reserves in Stebbings Valley that enhances the 

quality and integrity of the stream, protects remnants of indigenous 
vegetation and, where possible, provides buffers and linkages 
across steeper slopes and down to Stebbings Stream. In particular 
the ecological remnants in Upper Stebbings Valley. 

 
• Provide future residents of Stebbings Valley with lists of plants 

used by the Council in reserves and advocate for their use across 
steeper areas of their properties in order to enhance the character 
and coherence of their community. 

 
• Work with the private landowner between Glenside Reserve and 

Wingfield Place Reserve to carry out riparian planting along 
Porirua Stream and investigate a future track link.  

 
• Facilitate the enhancement of the Porirua Stream and Middleton 

Road corridor with planting.  This will involve advocating for the 
enhancement of the Rowells Road Reserve and ensuring that 
private development within the corridor is well integrated with 
appropriate planting. 

 
• Engage with residents and community groups to promote planting 

and restoration that is sympathetic with Council initiatives within 
reserves and the landscape objectives for the area generally.  

 
• Protect the open space character of Marshalls Ridge and the steeper 

ridges and spurs falling to Stebbings Valley and Middleton Road 
and the significant ecological remnants, through the provisions of 
this plan and other mechanisms. 

 
• Develop long-term plans for Erlstoke Reserve and western reserves 

that link Churton Park with the Outer Green Belt to identify long-
term landscape management regimes. This will include fencing of 
bush remnants and long- term grazing of open areas.  

 
• Extend the pest control programme to include weed control at 

Handly Grove Reserve and part of Churton Park and play area. 
 
8.3.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Identify a suitable site for a new community park in Upper 
Stebbings Valley as part of a future reserves agreement. 
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• Identify suitable sites for a new dog exercise areas in Stebbings 
Valley. 

 
• Provide new playgrounds in lower Stebbings (local), Amesbury 

Drive as part of the school development (community) and upper 
Stebbings (to be negotiated). If the new school does not proceed at 
Amesbury Drive,  Council will reassess planned playground  
provision  in this area  

 
• Upgrade John Walker Park and Chorley Grove play areas. 

 
• Investigate the possible decommissioning of Burbank Crescent play 

area once John Walker Park has been upgraded. 
 

• Investigate the development of  an artificial sports surface in 
conjunction with the development of the new school for Churton 
Park on Amesbury Drive. 

 
• Assess play area provision and location as part of the Glenside 

Reserve Upgrade. 
 

• Council will investigate future recreation options for the land 
around Stebbings Dam with Greater Wellington 

 
8.3.2.3 Tracks and access 
 

• Negotiate access from the reservoir in Stebbings Valley onto Ohariu 
Ridge and north to 944 Ohariu Valley Road and investigate a cross 
valley link from here to Marshall Ridge and down Stebbings Stream 
to Westchester Drive extension and Glenside.  

 
• Develop a track link through Glenside Reserve as part of the 

redevelopment of the area. 
 

• Investigate the establishment of a cross valley link between 
Glenside and Grenada Village . 

 
• Develop a link track between Lakewood Reserve and the proposed 

neighbourhood centre.  
 
• Investigate a track link between Churton Park, Ohariu Valley Road 

and Old Coach Road.  
 
8.3.2.4 Glenside Reserve and the Halfway House 

 

Background and history 
Glenside Reserve is the main reserve in the Glenside area.   
 
The reserve makes a significant contribution to both the visual landscape 
and the ecological health and resilience of the Porirua Stream.  The reserve 
also affords an off-road connection between the eastern and western sides 
of the valley, linking the Belmont Regional Park and the Outer Green Belt.  
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There are two main buildings on the reserve – the Halfway House and the 
caretaker’s house, both owned by the Council. 
 
Halfway House 
The Halfway House is listed in the District Plan as a heritage building with 
historic significance. The house is set in much of its original landscape, 
Glenside Reserve which adds to its authenticity. 
 
The house has been vacant for many years and is in a poor state of repair. 
The landscape context of the building has been largely destroyed. The 
Glenside community is keen to see the building used for some community 
purpose and see it as an integral part of the Glenside Reserve. The Halfway 
House is central to the functioning of the most visible and active part of the 
reserve.   
 
A condition survey carried out in March 2007 identified that it would cost 
in the order of $220,000 to carry out basic upgrade work to bring the 
building to an average level. This does not include work to structural 
components such as beams, columns, floor slabs, framing or non-visual 
components e.g. wiring and pipes.  
 
Caretaker’s house 
The caretaker’s house was built in 1965 for the custodian of Raroa Park. It 
is located on a knoll above Middleton Road with views over Glenside and 
the reserve. It has no heritage significance. Access to the house is by way of 
the shared access to the reserve and the Halfway House. It is currently 
occupied by a Council tenant.  

 
Ecological values 
The stream is a significant and potentially unifying feature of the site. 
Currently the stream banks are eroding and woody vegetation is minimal. 
 
The weed infested faces above Middleton Road and Westchester Drive 
serve a useful function in ‘cleaning’ water running off the grazed paddocks 
and entering the stormwater system.  
 
Landscape values 
The reserve is a visually significant area of open space from virtually all 
perspectives; for immediate neighbours, for Glenside residents, for 
motorists on both the motorway and on Middleton Road, and for residents 
of Grenada and Churton Park who look down onto the reserve. The 
existing ‘rural’ character derives from the bold patterns of grass and woody 
vegetation.  The reserve is clearly composed of a series of distinctive areas, 
defined over time by the practical needs, and limitations, of pastoral 
farming.  The flat areas of the site have very limited amenity value, some 
fences need to be  replaced and all rubbish and redundant structures 
removed. 
 
Recreational values 
At present the site has little recreational value other than for horse riding.  
The Newlands/Paparangi Riding Society has a licence to use the reserve. 
Access is not immediately obvious and there are no facilities or features to 
attract recreational users. 
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The site has considerable potential for a diverse range of uses. There are a 
number of sheltered sunny areas within the reserve and there are a 
number of attractive views out from the site to the Outer Green Belt. 
 
The objectives of the concept plan are: 
 

• to protect and enhance the existing character and values of 
Glenside Reserve 

  
• to provide for more intensive use of defined areas of the reserve in 

the longer term 
 

• to exclude some key areas from intensive use so that vegetation can 
be restored 

 
• to provide for the long term conservation and use of the Halfway 

House 
 

• to provide an appropriate setting for the Halfway House. 
 
These objectives will be achieved through the following actions: 
 

• The Newlands/Paparangi Horse Riding Society continue to use the 
reserve with some areas fenced off for planting and restoration. 

 
• pasture on the flats and across gentle slopes will continue to be 

grazed 
 

• the riparian areas along the stream and around wet areas will be 
fenced and restored by planting suitable native species. A 
revegetation programme will be developed 

 
• in the medium term grazing will be excluded from some of the 

steeper areas.  These will be left to revert to indigenous vegetation. 
Substantial groups of exotic trees will be planted on the upper 
slopes of the eastern faces above the stream. Their purpose is to 
improve the landscape and visual character and to afford continuity 
in character along the corridor of State Highway 1. Restoration 
should, ideally, be extended along these slopes southwards into the 
adjacent property.   

 
• all rubbish and redundant structures will be removed.  

 
 

Walking/cycle tracks 
• Existing tracks will be rationalised and a connecting track 

developed to provide access from Middleton Road to Westchester 
Drive and the bridge crossing over the motorway to Seton Nossiter 
Park.  
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In the medium term a track will be developed onto the steep hills below the 
motorway to this area, with seating and views across the reserve to the 
Outer Green Belt and Marshall Ridge. 
 

• Existing fences will be upgraded or renewed.  
 

Car parking 
• Provide for a car park in the longer term (possibly immediately 

beyond the Halfway House.) Work with key stakeholders on 
possible site options. 

 
Bridges/fords 

• Assess the need for an upgrade of the existing ford and whether 
bridge access further up the stream is required. Ensure fish passage 
is restored. 

 
Caretaker’s House 

• Retain the Caretaker’s house on site and investigate a long-term 
use. 

 
Halfway House 
The Halfway House provides a focal point for the reserve and could 
become the centre of neighbourhood activity in the reserve. As the building 
is now listed as a heritage building in the District Plan, the building will 
remain in its current location. While the Council owns the building, it has 
no specified need for its future use. It is however supportive of a long term 
sustainable use and proposes to undertake the following process to 
facilitate this: 
 

• ownership to be retained by the Council 
• an expression of interest process to be undertaken to find a suitable 

long-term sustainable use for the building. 
• identify the most appropriate reserve classification 
• essential maintenance and work to make the house safe to be 

carried out by the Council. 
 
Any use and lease of the house should ensure that it: 
 

• maximises the building’s unique setting, character and layout while 
minimising the effects on the surrounding amenity values and 
building’s heritage values  

 
• is a viable, long-term use for the building 

 
• has one or more ‘public good’ elements, namely recreation, leisure, 

community/cultural, or education. 
 

•  will ‘actively’ use the building and is not a static activity such as a 
storage facility  

 
• maximises the building’s use both temporarily and spatially ie not 

occupied or used for just a few hours a week, or limited to using just 
part of the lease area.  
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Halfway House gardens 
In the longer term the intention is to provide an improved setting for the 
building which may be achieved by re-creating a garden in keeping with 
the heritage and character of the Halfway House. In the interim a suitable 
area of open space around the building will be protected so that this 
opportunity is not lost. Interpretation panels with historic photographs to 
show the earlier setting of the site will be erected so that its significance 
can be appreciated.  
 
 

Halfway House, Glenside Reserve 
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8.4 Lincolnshire Farm, Grenada Village, Paparangi, 
Newlands 

 
8.4.1 Description 

 
8.4.1.1 Landscape 
 

This area is in the process of development so that the landscape expresses 
an evolution from pastoral farming through to intensive urban subdivision.  
Within this area, existing reserves reflect the full range of purposes and are 
at various stages of development, particularly in terms of their vegetation 
cover.  Seton Nossiter Park has well established enclaves of advanced 
indigenous vegetation while Caribbean Avenue Reserve is essentially in 
scrub weeds with indigenous plants asserting their presence on damper 
shaded faces. The patterns of open space are disjointed at present but there 
is the real prospect of long-term coherence in the landscape with very high 
amenity values.  The motorway road reserve and existing Council reserves 
above and below already provide a very coherent edge for the Newlands, 
Paparangi, Grenada Village area as well as affording quality visual amenity 
for immediate communities. Views across to Marshall Ridge and the Outer 
Green Belt are extremely important for all of the Grenada-Newlands area. 
 
The landform of the area is perhaps the least expressive of those dealt with 
in the NRMP.  The skyline is less dramatic than on the western side so that 
the broad tops and upper slopes have already been substantially 
developed; housing density in the south is high while in the northern area 
of Horokiwi there are rural lifestyle blocks.  As a result, structures 
dominate the skyline in the south and shelter belts have become a 
dominating feature in the north.  
 
Tributaries of the Porirua Stream have sculptured the long slopes dropping 
down to the motorway, cutting ever deeper incisions as they fall.  Steeper 
areas and ‘terraces’ run across the faces of spurs and back up into gullies.  
These are reverting through scrub weeds to native regrowth and promise to 
soften the impacts of the built environment. 
 
The older and more mature reserves provide valuable cues to what the 
future for the landscape might be. For example, Seton Nossiter is a 
defining feature in the wider landscape providing valuable green open 
space and highlighting the landform. This ribbon of open space needs to be 
extended up Belmont Stream and onto higher ground to link into the 
extensive open space associated with Belmont Regional Park. Influencing 
the development of Lincolnshire Farm in ways to achieve this linkage and 
to protect the integrity of associated spurs and ridges, will be critical to the 
longer-term quality and integrity of the landscape for the whole of the 
NRMP area. 
 
Henly Estate is an excellent example of what a small reserve can contribute 
to the landscapes integrity and visual amenity.  This reserve, located on a 
southerly slope above the entrance to Newlands, greatly enhances the 
entrance to the suburb as well as containing the community of Eveshaw 
Place above and providing an attractive view for houses below.  
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The reserve illustrates well the value of open space across steeper slopes 
when the vegetation is well managed and integrated into the built 
environment. 
 
8.4.1.2 Ecology 
 

This area is characterised by the deep Belmont Gully, and moderate to 
steep north-aspect slopes leading up to the Horokiwi ridgeline. Original 
cover in the steep gully would have been forest dominated by moisture 
demanding species, such as kahikatea and tree ferns. Whilst this exact 
vegetation type is no longer found in the gully, the large area under 
protection means that some representation of this type of forest cover is 
likely to return as long as pests are controlled. Seton Nossiter Park sits at 
the base of this gully and contains a remnant titoki-tawa forest on the 
valley floor. Pukatea are present alongside the stream and hinau, white 
maire, kaikomako, mahoe and rewarewa occur on the slopes. Most of the 
slopes are dominated by regenerating forest with mahoe, wineberry, 
rangiora and gorse. 
 
As with Churton Park/Stebbings/Glenside area, this area is also a 
significant part of the Porirua catchment, and much of the traditionally 
farmed area is currently under development. This is expected to have a 
strong impact on the Porirua Stream and this management plan advocates 
land use practices that protect streams, such as the retention of ephemeral 
streams and low impact urban design. 
 
8.4.2 Actions and policies 
 
8.4.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Pursue the acquisition of reserves as outlined in the structure plan 
for Lincolnshire Farm (Figure 5) as part of a reserves agreement. 

 
• Ensure that the open space values of ridges, spurs, steep slopes, 

and gullies across Lincolnshire Farm are adequately recognised and 
provided for, through the resource consenting process. 

 
• Endeavour to minimise the adverse effects of roading on the 

landscapes patterns and processes in all new development and 
ensure that road reserves are configured, and of an adequate width 
to provide for integration and amenity. 

 
• Endeavour to protect steeper and visually prominent land for 

reserves where such land contributes to the coherence and amenity 
values of the landscape. 

 
• Facilitate the establishment of covenants on private land where 

such land adds to the connectedness and coherence of the 
landscape and contributes to the substance and integrity of open 
space patterns. 

 
• Undertake restoration planting at Seton Nossiter Park to ensure the 

health of forest remnant and enhance connectivity function. 
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• Extend current pest management programme to include weed 
control in Seton Nossiter Park and Henley Estate.  

 
• Minimise the impact of new development on the health of the 

Porirua Stream through reserve acquisition where appropriate. 
Where reserve acquisition is not appropriate, advocate for stream 
protection through this plan and by other means. 

 

 
Figure 5 Lincolnshire Farm structure plan 
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8.4.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Investigate the development of a community park in Newlands/ 
Paparangi and how it will fit with the Newlands Suburban Centre 
redevelopment. 

 
• Investigate the installation of an artificial surface for training at 

Newlands Park. 
 
• Confirm the site for a new community park in Lincolnshire Farm as 

part of a future reserves agreement. 
 
• Identify a site for a future dog exercise area in Lincolnshire Farm. 
 
• Provide a new playground in Kentwood Drive (local). 

 
• Upgrade Cheyne Walk, and Lynfield Lane play areas. 

 
• Investigate future recreational options for Pinkerton Park and Jay 

Street Reserve. 
 

• Investigate future options for the Community House reserve and its 
integration into the Newlands Mall redevelopment 

 
• Investigate the feasibility of extending the sportsfields at Grenada 

North as part of the Lincolnshire Farm development 
 

• Investigate the upgrading of Mark Avenue Park including 
construction of a pavilion and toilets. 

 
• Investigate a partnership with Newlands schools for joint provision 

of sportsfields facilities 
 
8.4.2.3 Tracks and access 

 

• Develop a track from Horokiwi to Seton Nossiter Park via 
Lincolnshire Farm and Belmont Gully. 

 
• Investigate the development of a link between Horokiwi and 

Belmont Regional Park.  
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8.5 Johnsonville 
 
8.5.1 Description 
 
8.5.1.1 Landscape 
 

The Johnsonville community derives high levels of containment and 
amenity from the dominance of the Outer Green Belt and associated 
reserves such as Totara Park. Within the built environment vegetation 
along road reserves and across steeper private land lend amenity and 
coherence, providing containment within communities and adding 
positively to the driving and walking experience.   Ohariu Road Reserve 
provides a good example of the way in which small area of green open 
space can contribute to the amenity of the wider area.  The treatment of the 
boundaries of reserves such as Alex Moore Park and Raroa Reserve are 
important for similar reasons. 
 
For Johnsonville residents views across to Newlands are important so that 
the treatment of reserves and the sensitive management of the landscape 
generally will be of importance to them. The eastern skyline is particularly 
prominent and development occurring at the top of Ngauranga Gorge is 
prominent for a number of residents in Johnsonville. 
 
Land available for new development within Johnsonville is generally 
limited to   slopes below the Outer Green Belt.  As this area is very 
prominent for Johnsonville residents it will be important for the council to 
ensure that roads and structures are well integrated and that indigenous 
regrowth is retained and restored where ever possible. 
 
8.5.1.2 Ecology 
 

Although the area is now heavily residential, it would have once been 
characterised by podocarp/broadleaved forest, with giant trees such as 
tawa, rimu and rata. There are no remaining areas that are representative 
of this original cover, and indeed few reserves with indigenous forest cover 
at all. The most significant reserve with indigenous cover is Totara Park 
and this area is therefore a priority for pest animal and weed control. 
Johnsonville Park in the Outer Green Belt is key to maintaining the 
ecological connectivity in this Area. 
 
8.5.2 Actions and Policies 
 
8.5.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Ensure that any new development along the western side is well 
integrated into the lower slopes of the Outer Green Belt and 
involves minimal earthworks and site excavation.   

 
• Ensure that road reserves are of a sufficient width to enable 

planting and screening to minimise the impacts of structures. 
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Acquire reserves along the lower slopes of the Outer Green Belt 
when opportunities arise to extend areas of protected open space 
down into the community. 

 
• Facilitate the covenanting of steeper land across private properties 

in order to extend patterns of indigenous species and enhance the 
coherence of open space. 

 
• Ensure that indigenous plants naturally occurring in the Outer 

Green Belt are well represented in plantings through all parks and 
reserves within Johnsonville (and possibly schools). 

 
• Actively engage with the community to invite input to parks 

management and restoration initiatives and to ensure that Council 
activities are aligned with residents’ landscape and amenity 
expectations.  

 
• Extend pest control programme to include animal pest and weed 

control in Totara Park. 
 
• Monitor forest health and resilience in Totara Park. 

 
8.5.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Prepare a master plan for Johnsonville Memorial Park and Alex 
Moore Park and investigate the opportunities to maximise their 
respective and complementary facilities. 

 
• Upgrade Kipling Street, Branscombe Street and Gilbert Young play 

areas.   
 
• Decommission Meekswood Reserve play area once Branscombe  

has been upgraded.  
 
• Facilitate the amalgamation of Johnsonville Softball Club, North 

Wellington Junior Football Club, North Wellington Association 
Football Club and Johnsonville Cricket Club into a custom-built 
facility on Alex Moore Park. 

 
• Investigate a partnership with Johnsonville schools for joint 

provision of sportsfield facilities. 
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8.6 Harbour Escarpment 
 
8.6.1 Description 
 
8.6.1.1 Landscape 
 

Most of the landscape of the Harbour Escarpment is steep and covered in 
indigenous forest and scrub.  Built areas have been constrained by the 
topography and the last available area of any significance is above 
Ngauranga Gorge, and this is currently being developed. The escarpment is 
prominent from the harbour and from the eastern suburbs of the city, 
notably Mount Victoria. Although the built environment across the upper 
slopes of the escarpment and along significant sections of the skyline 
covers a considerable area, the scale of the escarpment and the extent of 
green open space is sufficient to absorb this; the naturalness of the steep 
lower slopes, the coastal edge, and the sea mean that a natural character 
predominates.  
 
Sustaining the existing character of the Harbour Escarpment and securing 
its protection is important for the whole city. Although most of the land is 
too steep for development there are still significant threats to the character 
and integrity of the escarpment landscape. An intensification of 
development along ridges and spurs with ongoing encroachment down 
onto the steeper faces of the escarpment could see the loss of natural 
character and a shift towards a preponderance of structure. 
 
Brandons Rock Reserve has a similar significance to Henly Estate in 
recognising an important landscape feature and giving it emphasis.  
 
8.6.1.2 Ecology 
 

This area is largely characterised by the steep coastal escarpment. This 
escarpment is well vegetated and a number of areas represent the wind-
shorn coastal forest that would have originally occurred there. Council 
currently owns small parts of these areas such as Gilberd Bush and 
Brandons Rock but they have however been largely protected by the steep 
nature of the escarpment. 
 
8.6.2 Actions 
 
8.6.2.1 Landscape and ecology  
 

• Council will seek to acquire as much as possible the areas of the 
escarpment with high landscape and/or ecological values through 
reserves agreements 

 
• Develop, in consultation with local communities, a detailed 

Landscape Development Plan for Brandons Rock Reserve. 
 
• Monitor forest health and resilience at Dungarven Reserves, 

Tamworth Crescent Reserve and Gilberd Bush. 
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• 
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Investigate future management options in consultation with 
Greater Wellington Regional Council for the 105 ha bush area off 
Horokiwi Road, recognising that this land is adjacent to Belmont 
Regional Park. 

 
8.6.2.2 Recreation 
 

• Prepare a plan for the development of a dog exercise park at 
Waihinahina Park – in memory of Dennis Duggan. 

 
• Upgrade Brandon’s Rock (Edgecombe Street) play area. 

 
8.6.2.3 Access 
 

• Complete the Harbour Escarpment Walkway from Waihinahina 
Park – in memory of Dennis Duggan to Ngauranga. 

 
• Investigate links between Waihinawhina Park – in memory of 

Dennis Duggan and Horokiwi Ridge. 
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