
 
State the specific provisions of proposed District Plan Change 81 that 
your submission relates to. 
 
DOCOMOMO NZ makes this submission in regard to the application to 
delete a listed heritage item [Gordon Wilson Flats, 320 The Terrace, 
Wellington, Map Ref 16, Symbol Ref 299] from the Wellington City 
Council’s District Plan in order to facilitate its demolition. 
 
 
 
 

State whether you support or oppose the specific provisions or wish 
to have them amended. You should also state the reasons for your 
views. 
 
 

DOCOMOMO NZ opposes the application on the grounds that the Gordon 
Wilson Flats are a significant historic heritage resource and their heritage 
value and significance is recognised by Wellington City Council in its listing 
of the building on the District Plan. The intent of both the District Plan 
[Volume 1, Chapter 20 Heritage] and the Wellington Heritage Policy 
[September 2010] is to recognize, protect and conserve the city’s historic 
heritage so that the council can meet its obligations under the RMA and 
provide for the present and future well being of its community. 
 
DOCOMOMO NZ believes that the de-listing of the Gordon Wilson Flats 
would set a dangerous precedent, whereby other owners feel encouraged 
to approach council to de-list their heritage listed property in order to 
expedite the demolition of significant historic heritage resource.  
 
DOCOMOMO NZ is also opposed to the de-listing of the Gordon Wilson 
Flats given that the applicant’s heritage assessment has not used the 
council’s own criteria and methodology for assessing heritage significance 
and thus cannot be said to have formed an opinion as to the significance of 
the building in regards to its listing.  
 
DOCOMOMO NZ considers that the Gordon Wilson Flats have high 
architectural and historic significance and make a notable contribution to 
the urban streetscape of the inner-city. The building has retained a high 
level of authenticity and is a local landmark. The flats have a significant 
contextual relationship to other multi-storey apartment buildings built to 



meet social housing needs by both Housing New Zealand Corporation and 
Wellington City Council in the latter half of the 20th century. The Gordon 
Wilson Flats are particularly notable for their maisonette-style planning and 
commemorative value, as their name memorializes the architect who 
designed them and died not long before their completion. 
 
What decision do you want the Council to make? (please give precise 
details) 
 
DOCOMOMO NZ urges the Wellington City Council to decline the 
application, on the grounds that the Gordon Wilson Flats fully merit their 
inclusion on the District Plan as a listed built heritage item and that any 
proposals for the redevelopment of the site should proceed on that basis 
and vigorously explore refurbishment and / or adaptive reuse options.  
 
 
Additional comments: 
The applicant’s heritage assessment notes that the Gordon Wilson Flats 
have ‘not been attributed Earthquake Prone Status by Wellington City 
Council’ [Archifact Heritage Assessment, p. 5], although other technical 
reports contradict this assertion [see Appendix 3]. This contradiction raises 
questions as to the information base available to the council from which a 
robust and defensible decision can be made.  
 
DOCOMOMO NZ commends to Wellington City Council the example of the 
Civic Administration Building in Auckland [1951-66], which was, until 
recently, under threat of demolition but is now being described as ‘an 
exceptional renewal and adaptive re-use opportunity’.  
 
Attachments: 
EOI document, Civic Administration Building, Auckland Council 
Biography of Gordon Wilson, Te Ara 
WCC heritage assessment 1995 
Gordon Wilson Flats assessment 
 
 












