
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

File ref: IRC-5317 
18 September 2023 
 
Oliver Bryan 
oliver@taxpayers.org.nz 
 
Kia ora Oliver, 
 
Overseas Travel and Offsetting Emissions 
 
Thank you for your request made under the Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act 1987 (the Act), received on 15 August 2023. You requested the following information: 

 
Mayor Whanau Overseas Trips 

• What overseas trips has Mayor Whanau been on this year and why? 
• What has been the total cost to the council of these trips? Please break it down into the 

flight costs, accommodation, gifts, and any receipts from each of the trips. 
• What overseas trips does the Mayor have planned for the rest of this year? 

 
Domestic Flights - Offsetting Emissions 

• How much has been spent on offsetting emissions for domestic flights for the Mayor since 
her election? 

• Is it policy and/or standard practice for the Mayor to offset her emissions when flying 
domestically? 

• Why does the Mayor spend ratepayers' money on offsetting emissions for domestic flights 
given those emissions are already in the ETS so are already occurring within a capped 
system? 
 

 
Wellington City Council has granted your request for information.  
 
Mayor Whanau Overseas Trips  
 

• What overseas trips has Mayor Whanau been on this year and why? 
• What has been the total cost to the council of these trips? Please break it down into the 

flight costs, accommodation, gifts, and any receipts from each of the trips. 
 
At the time of your request being received, 15 August 2023, Mayor Whanau had been on one 
overseas trip, the details of which are below. 
 
July 2023 
Mayor Whanau was a guest at The Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative held in New York 
City. The Bloomberg Harvard City Leadership Initiative–the flagship program of the Bloomberg 
Centre for Cities at Harvard University–is a collaboration between Harvard Kennedy School, 
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Harvard Business School, and Bloomberg Philanthropies to equip mayors and senior city officials 
to tackle complex challenges in their cities and improve the quality of life of their residents. 
 
With respect to costs, all travel, accommodation, and most meals were provided by Bloomberg as 
part of the City Leadership programme.  
 
The costs incurred by Wellington City Council for the Mayor’s trip were: 
 
• Taxi fares to and from Wellington CBD to airport $97.31 
• USA visa waiver fee: USD$84.00  
• NZ to USA travel adaptor: NZ$34.99 
 
Attached to this response a document titled ‘Appendix 1’ which contains receipts for the taxi 
fares, USA visa and travel adaptor mentioned above. Some information has been redacted under 
section 7(2)(a) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, as it contains 
personal information about private individuals. 
 
 

• What overseas trips does the Mayor have planned for the rest of this year? 
 

The Mayor is travelling to China, Japan, and South Korea along with a Wellington business 
delegation from 17 – 28 September.  Details of this are publicly available as part of the agenda of 
the Long-term Plan, Finance, and Performance Committee meeting on 29 June 2023, page 219. 
 
Domestic Flights - Offsetting Emissions 
 

• How much has been spent on offsetting emissions for domestic flights for the Mayor since 
her election? 

 
A voluntary $100 offset payment was made in July covering one international (Wellington – New 
York) and two domestic return flights. 
 

• Is it policy and/or standard practice for the Mayor to offset her emissions when flying 
domestically? 

 
There is no formal policy for offsetting domestic flights. 
 

• Why does the Mayor spend ratepayers' money on offsetting emissions for domestic flights 
given those emissions are already in the ETS so are already occurring within a capped 
system? 

 
Carbon offsets were purchased as a contribution to Wellington City Council’s zero carbon goal. 
More information about this can be found here.  
 
 
Right of review  
If you are not satisfied with the Council’s response, you may request the Office of the Ombudsman 
to investigate the Council’s decision. Further information is available on the Ombudsman website, 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwellington.govt.nz%2Fyour-council%2Fmeetings%2Fcommittees%2Flong-term-plan-finance-and-performance-committee%2F2023%2F06%2F29&data=05%7C01%7CEleanore.Metuariki%40wcc.govt.nz%7Cc0f470d4a2b442e1249b08dba9b6e4bd%7Cf187ad074f704d719a80dfb0191578ae%7C0%7C0%7C638290375214145467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U9oZGlGP4zGGNwb3aLmD%2FSjK6T8aFWqTcFQ%2BvIohwRY%3D&reserved=0
https://wellington.govt.nz/climate-change-sustainability-environment/climate-change/what-were-doing-about-climate-change/te-atakura-first-to-zero-climate-action-plan
http://www.ombudsman.parliament.nz/
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Please note, we may proactively release our response to your request with your personal 
information removed. 
 
Thank you again for your request, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Ollie Marchant 
Official Information  
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